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It  is  unnecessary  to  prefix  to  this  Valuable  Collection  any  ac- 
count of  the  very  able  map,  whose  Papers  are  now  presented  to 
the  Abbotsford  Club. 

Being  aware  that  this  Collection  of  the  Papers  of  our  com- 
mon ancestor  would  have  formed,  more  appropriately,  the  con- 
tribution of  the  present  Earl  of  Haddington  to  the  Banna- 
tyne  Club,  I  am  desirous  to  state  that  the  Collection  had  been 
designed  for  publication  for  the  Abbotsford  Club  by  another 
of  its  Members,  and  that  it  is  only  through  his  kindness  in  ced- 
ing the  privilege  to  me,  that  I  am  enabled  to  present,  in  this 
form,  a  Collection  which,  while  it  is  historically  of  the  greatest 
value,  illustrates,  in  a  conspicuous  manner,  the  great  talents,  and 
influence,  and  authority  displayed  by  the  first  Earl  of  Hadding- 
ton, in  the  management  and  direction  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland. 

To  the  principles  and  political  views,  which  this  Collection 
manifests  on  so  many  subjects,  his  descendants  are  in  no  respect 
committed. 

For  the  preparation  of  this  important  Collection,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  for  the  Club — for  the  order  in  point  of  time  assigned 
to  many  letters  having  no  date — for  the  accuracy  with  which 
the  dates  have  been  examined  and  ascertained — for  the  careful 


revision  of  the  proof-sheets,  and  for  much  other  laborious  and 
valuable  assistance — and,  in  particular,  for  the  very  useful  In- 
dex, which  I  hope  will  add  so  much  to  the  value  of  the  con- 
tribution, I  am  wholly  indebted  to  Mr  Maidment,  without 
whose  aid  I  could  not  have  presented  the  Collection  to  the 
Club  in  any  satisfactory  form. 

JOHN  HOPE. 


[The  Letters  and  State  Papers  contained  in  these  Volumes  are  chiefly  referable 
to  the  interval  between  the  accession  of  James  VI.  to  the  Crown  of  England,  and 
his  demise;  and  as  being  anterior  in  date  to  the  noble  writer's  adoption  of  the 
title  of  Haddington,  have  therefore  been  described  as  The  Melros  Papers.  Many 
of  the  Letters  of  the  Privy  Council  are  in  his  Lordship's  handwriting,  and  several 
documents  have  been  included  which  either  relate  to  matters  in  wliich  he  was 
personally  concerned,  or  in  which  he  took  an  interest,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  cor- 
respondence relative  to  the  assumption  of  the  Earldom  of  Eglinton  by  Sir  Alexan- 
der Seton,  and  the  Papers  connected  with  the  visit  of  James  VL  to  Scotland,  in 
1617.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  from  the  want  of  dates  to  almost 
all  his  Lordship's  Letters ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  one  or  two  mistakes  may  have 
occurred  in  the  arrangement,  but,  in  general,  it  is  believed  they  have  all  been  in- 
serted in  their  proper  order.  With  the  exception  of  three  Papers  from  the  Bal- 
carras  Collection,  and  a  few  from  the  originals  in  the  Charter- Room  at  Tynning- 
ham,  the  rest  have  been  taken  from  the  Balfour  Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the 
Faculty  of  Advocates.] 
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THE   MELEOS   PAPERS. 


I._KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  MR  THOMAS  HAMYLTOUN. 

Trusty  and  weilbelouit  coimfellour,  we  greit  yow  hertlie  wele.  Seing 
Sir  Thomas  Lyoiin  of  Auldbar,  knycht,  iufllie  merites  to  be  depriuit  of  his 
place  in  Seflioun,  for  twa  findrie  cauffis, — ane  becaus  of  his  not  refidence, 
and  the  vther  in  refpe6l  of  his  falang  and  contemptuous  lying  at  our  home 
at  the  inflance  of  fmdrie  pairtys;  quhais  enioying  of  fie  a  place  in  the 
cheift'  jugement  feate  of  our  realme,  carying  a  great  Iklander,  we  haue 
thoght  meit,  that  vpoun  they  tua  reafonis,  or  fie  vtheris  as  ye,  be  aduife 
of  our  thefaurare,  can  invent,  diuife  a  fummonds  be  formalie  pennit,  in- 
tentit  and  put  in  executioun  aganis  him  for  his  depriuatioun,  with  all 
convenient  diligence  ;  and  herewithall  tliat  his  efcheat  and  lyverent  be 
difponit,  a  fummonds  be  intentit  for  obtening  of  ane  declaratour  thair- 
vpoun.  Quhilk  committing  to  your  deliberatioun,  cair  and  diligence,  as 
ye  will  do  ws  fpeciall  gude  feruice,  we  commit  yow  to  God.  From  our 
caftell  of  Stirling,  this  vj  of  May,  1599- 

James  R. 

To  our  trufly  and  weilbelouit  coun- 
fallour  Mr  Thomas  Hamyltoun 
of  Drumcairny  our  Aduoeat. 

(Indorfed)— Send  be  Mr  Wm.  Browne,  7  May  1599. 
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II._KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  MR  THOMAS  HAMYLTOUN. 

Trusty  and  vveilbelouit  counfallour,  we  greit  yon  hertlie  wele. 
Thuiifday  nixt  the  xxiiij  of  this  inllant,  being  the  day  appointit  for  han- 
dilling  of  the  mater  of  the  wefl  bordour,  we  haue  thocht  meit  to  will  and 
defyr  you,  that  ye  faill  not  to  be  in  heir  the  faid  day,  for  ordour  talking  in 
that  particular,  and  vtheris  the  commoun  turnis;  as  ye  will  do  ws  plea- 
four.  Swa  we  commit  you  to  God.  From  Halyruidhous,  this  xxj  of 
Aprile,  1600. 

James  R. 

To  our  trufly  and  weilbelouit  coun- 
fallour Mr  Thomas  Hamyltoun 
of  Drumcarny  our  Aduocat. 


III._HIS  MAJESTIES  WARRAND  TO  DESIST  ERA  PERSUTE  OF  THE  ERLE 

of  glencarne. 
Rex, 

Maister  Thomas  Hamiltoun  of  Drumcairne  oure  aduocat. 
fforfameikill  as  we,  vpoun  gude  refpedlis  and  conlideratiounes  moueing 
ws,  haue  renuncit  and  difchargit  fimpliciter  all  adliounes  of  contraven- 
tioun,  and  vtheris  a6liounes  quhatfumevir,  quhilk  we  half  or  may  half, 
aganes  oure  traift  cufignne,  James,  erle  of  Glencairne  &c.,  for  quhatfum- 
evir cans  or  occalioun  bygane,  as  oure  vther  lettre  fubfcryuit  with  oure 
hand  at  mair  lenth  beiris;  Quhairfoir  it  is  oure  will,  and  we  command 
yow  to  corapeir  and  confent  to  the  regiflring  of  oure  faid  vther  lettre  in 
the  buikis  of  counfale ;  and  lyikwayes  we  difcharge  yow  of  infifling  in 
the  perfuit  of  ony  caus,  aganes  oure  faid  traift  cufignne  in  tyme  cuming 
fimpliciter,  and  of  your  offices  in  that  pairt.  Subfcryuit  with  oure  hand 
at  the  day  of  1600. 

James  R. 
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IV.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Sir, 

WE,haveing  be  report  reflaueit  aduertifment  of  liir  Maieftiesdifeafe, 
we  thocht  it  oure  dewtye,  to  repaire  in  haifle  to  the  Caflel  of  Striveling, 
quhaire  we  remayne,  put  in  guide  hoipe  of  hir  Maiefties  convalefcing 
fchortlie,  God  willing:  And  being  mett  and  conveynit  in  counfell,  the 
erle  of  Mar,  laitlye  returneit  from  courte  hither,  did  affirme  vnto  ws  that 
he  had  reflaued  certane  and  alTured  informatioun,  that  in  his  abfence 
with  youre  hienes,  thair  wes  ane  full  relblutioun  and  intentioun  concludeit 
and  determinat,  be  fum  of  your  hienes  fubiedlis  of  this  realme  to  haif 
takin,  and  be  force  and  violence  to  haif  reft,  the  perfoun  of  your  Maiefties 
derrell  fone  the  prince  from  thefe,to  quhais  caire  and  diligence  the  princes 
cuftodye,  be  your  maiefties  dire6lioun  and  the  faid  erlis  appoyntment, 
during  his  abfence,  wes  committit;  and  heirwith  the  faid  erle  did  proteft 
vnto  ws,  that  he  wald  iuftifie  and  approve  the  faid  accufatioun  vpoun 
hazarde  of  all  perrill  that  efter  micht  follow;  and  thairfoir  willit  ws  to  give 
to  him  our  beft  advyfe  and  counfell  heirintill, — feing  the  intentioun  of 
thefe  perfouns  vnauthorizeit  be  your  maiefties  warranddid  not  tuiche  him  fa 
far  in  dilhonour,  as  the  effedluating  of  it,  micht  haif  bred  your  maiefties  mif- 
contentment,  procureit  the  vnquyett  eftaite  of  this  cuntrey,  and  ane  generall 
niiftyikeing  in  the  hairtes  of  all  your  fubie6les,  throw  your  haill  dominiounis ; 
quha  for  the  maift  pairt  haveing  bein  acquaynteit  with  dewtifull  and  obe- 
dient cariage  in  thair  aclionis,  wald  ayther  heirby  be  iuftlye  greivit,  or  than 
be  this  example  moveit  to  the  lyike  miftjehavioure.  In  quhilk  mater  we 
for  our  pairt  being  willing  to  vnderftand  your  maiefties  mynde  in  that 
mater  befoir  that  we  proceidit  thairintill,  we  defyreit  the  faid  erle  be  his 
lettres  and  informatioun  to  acquaynte  youre  maieftie  with  the  particuleris 
of  that  caice,  and  in  the  mentyme,  we  fuld  haif  ane  fpeciall  regairde  and 
vigilant  eie,  to  haif  guide  rewll  keipit,  and  vpoun  the  returne  of  your 
maiefties  dire6lionis,  in  this  mater  or  any  vther  els,  we  fall  continew  in 
that  oure  intendit  refolutioun,  to  prefer  youre  maiefties  honour  and  fer- 
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vice  to  all  hazarde  or  inconvenient  that  may  enfew.  And  maifl  humblie 
taking  our  leave,  we  pray  the  Almightie  God,  to  keip  and  preferve  your 
hienes  facred  perfoun  in  ane  maifl  happie,  bliffed,  and  profperus  eftaite. 
From  your  maiefties  Caftell  of  Striveling,  be 

Your  Maieflies  maid  humble  and  obedient  fubjeftis 
and  feruitouris 
xij  May  1603. 

MONTROISS.  M".  JOHNE    SkENE, 

Fyvie.  Newbotle. 

J.   COKBURNE.  Jo.   PrESTOUN. 

M''.  T.  Hamilton.  Trakquair. 

To  his  Maieftie. 


V._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Moist  Gratious  Souerayne, 

The  erll  of  CaffiUis,  hes  diuers  tymes  meanit  him  felff  to  the 
counfaill,  craving  libertie  furth  of  his  prefent  warde,  quhair  he  remanis  for 
the  vnmanarlie  infolence  committit  be  him  aganis  his  wyffe,  in  prefence  of 
the  counfaill.  He  feamis  to  be  very  penitent  for  that  his  ouerlight  and 
offens,  and  he  pretendis  the  neceffitie  of  mony  his  weghtie  adois  within 
the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  quhairin  throu  occafioun  of  his  prefent  warde  he 
fuftenis,  as  he  allegeis,  grite  preiudice.  Yit  becaus  it  wes  your 
maiefleis  pleafour  that  he  fould  not  be  relevit,  quhill  the  knawlege  of 
your  heyghnes  awne  will  had  thairanent,  the  counfaill  hes  hithertillis  re- 
fufit  his  releiff;  and  thairfoir  we  haue  thoght  meit  heirby,  in  all  reuerence, 
to  befeik  your  facred  maieftie,  to  latt  ws  knaw  your  maiefteis  will  and 
pleafour  in  this  mater,  that  we  may  conforme  our  felffis  accordinglie  thair- 
vnto.  And  fua,  in  all  humilitie,  kilTing  your  facred  handis,  we  pray  God 
to  continew  your  facred  maieftie  in  helth  and  welth  lang  to  reignne  ouer 
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ws.     Frome  your  niaiofteis  burgh  of  Edinburgli,  the  fourte  of  Apryill, 
1604. 

Your  Maiefteis  maifl  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^- 

W.  D.  Erll  of  Angus. 

Nevvbotle. 

R.    CoKBURNE. 

S".  T.  Hamilton. 
To  the  Kinges  moifl,  excellent  Maieftie. 


VI._KIXG  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMYLTOUN. 

James  R. 

Trusty  and  weilbeloued  counfallour  we  great  you  well.  Intend- 
ing befoir  the  cuming  vp  heir  of  the  commiffioneris,  to  haue  fum  meating 
and  conference  with  fie  of  our  counfale  of  England,  to  whofe  office  the 
materis  of  the  mynt  and  of  the  cuflomes  do  fpecialie  belong,  ffor  refoh- 
ing  vpoun  the  beft  meanis  how  they  may  be  brocht  to  fum  conformitie  in 
the  bounds  of  the  hole  iland.  And  becaus  your  aduife  is  fpecialie  requi- 
fite  in  thefe  materis,  as  belonging  to  your  office,  oure  pleafour  is,  that 
with  all  convenient  fpeid,  yee  addrelTe  your  felff  to  be  with  ws  at  Hamp- 
toun  courte,  betwixt  and  the  xx  day  of  September  nixt,  bringing  with  you 
fie  informationis  as  yee  haue,  and  is  able  to  procure  or  lerne,  in  any  of 
thefe  tua  materis.  Heirin  faill  yee  not,  as  yee  wilbe  anfwerable  to  ws, 
and  will  vtter  your  deutifull  atfe6lioun  toward  our  feruice.  So  we  bid 
you  fairwell.     From  our  Courte  at  Afchbye,  this  xxviij  of  Auguft,  1G04. 

To  our  trufty  and  weilbeloued 
counfallour  Sir  Thomas 
Hamyltoun  of  Bynnye  our 
Aduocat  &c. 

{Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamijltoun) — His  Maieftie  anent  my  vp 
cumming  to  the  Vnion,  Aug.  1G04. 

(  Under)  Ane  fchelling  fterling.* 
"  Probably-  the  gratuity  given  to  the  bearer  of  the  letter. 
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VII THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  THE  LORD  HIGH  TREASURER. 

Efter  oure  verie  hairtlie  commendationis  to  your  goode  lord- 
fchip,  Coline,  Patrik  and  Alexander  Bruceis,  in  the  Middilhauch  of  Hunt- 
ingtour,  being  this  day  calht  and  perfewit  befoir  oure  fouerane  lordis 
iullice,  in  the  tolbuith  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  refTett,  fupplee,  intercom- 
muning  and  affifting  of  the  Clangregour,  alfweill  within  thair  awne  houfles, 
as  in  diuers  vtheris  pairtis  of  the  cuntrey,  aganis  the  tennour  of  the  pro- 
clam.ationis  maid  thairanent.  And  we  knawing  thame  lykwayes,  to  be 
gilty  of  certane  vtheris  crymes  and  offenffes,  committit  be  thame  in  dif- 
trudlioun  of  the  wodis,  yairdis,  and  parkis  of  Huntingtour  and  windois 
of  the  place,  quhairof  the  lord  of  Scone  hes  the  keiping,  thay  ar  become 
in  his  maiefteis  will  for  this  cryme :  And  knawing,  lykwayes,  that  thay 
haue  done  fome  preiudice  to  the  lord  of  Scone  in  his  awne  geir,  and  alf- 
weill we,  as  he,  finding  it  mair  meit  and  expedient  that  thay  be  baneift 
the  haill  boundis  of  his  maiefteis  dominionis,  nor  that  ony  vther  feveir 
pvnifliement  be  execute  vpoun  thame,  gif  be  your  lordfchipis  procurement 
at  his  maieftie,  his  heynes  may  be  moved  to  yeild  thairvnto.  We  haue 
thairfoir  fett  doun  the  forme  of  his  maiefteis  will,  to  be  declairit  in  this 
mater,  quhilk  we  will  requeift  your  lordfchip  to  gett  figned  be  his  maieftie, 
and  to  returne  the  fame  with  the  firft  occafioun,  quhairthrou  the  famin 
may  be  accordinglie  putt  in  execution.  And  fua  we  commit  your  lord- 
fchip to  God.  Frome  Edinburgh,  the  xxvj  day  of  Apryll,  1605. 
Your  Lordfchipis  afliired  goode  freyndis, 

Al.   CANCELL^ 

Neubotle. 

S".  T.  Hamilton. 

Jo.  Pkestoun. 

To  the  Right  Nobill  our  werrye 
good  Lord  the  Lord  of  Barvicke 
Lord  Great  Threafaurer  of  Scot- 
land. 
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VIII. —THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL   TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Moist  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  haue  hard  by  Mr  Alexander  Hay,  of  your  maiefleis  mifcon- 
tentment,  for  the  free  accefs  and  reforte,  that  James  Douglas  of  Torthor- 
wall  hes  had  in  this  toun;  albeit  gif  your  maieftie  had  bene  informit  of 
the  treuth  of  that  mater,  we  think  your  hynes  wald  not  haue  tane  fie 
occafiounof  offens.  Your  maieflie  knawis,  that  thair  isnanequha  hes  entres 
in  that  particulair,  bot  firft  your  facred  maieftie  and  nixt  the  pair.ty,  and 
boith  your  entreflTes  wer  remoued,  afoir  we  knew  or  hard  of  his  publi6l 
reforte  heir.  He  hes  found  cautioun  to  vndirly  the  law,  and  thairupoun 
is  relaxt  and  the  pairty  hes  bene  in  friendlie  dealing  with  him,  ofFerris 
refTauit  and  aflliiranceis  paft  betuix  thame,  and  fua  he  being  a  free  fub- 
ie6l  and  the  pairtyis  mouth  cloifed,  we  could  nawayes  ftrait  him.  In  all 
cure  procedingis,  we  haue  a  fpeciall  regaird  to  haue  your  maiefteis  peace 
vniuerfallie  obfervit,  and  the  name  and  memorie  of  deidlie  feidis  (quhair- 
with  this  cuntrey  hes  bene  fa  lang  perturbit)  aboleiflieit  and  extinguifheit, 
and  we  hoip  that  be  the  amicable  dreffe  of  the  wyfe  freindis  on  ather 
fyde,  this  mater  falbe  fua  handlit,  as  your  maieftie  fall  heir  no  forder 
thairof.  Giff  efter  thair  aggreement,  ony  refpett  or  remiffioun  falbe  focht, 
thair  fall  no  thing  be  done  thairin,  without  your  maiefteis  knawlege  and 
allowance,  and  gif  James  Douglas  falbe  of  new  denunceit  for  this  caus, 
we  fall  accordinglie  proceid  aganis  him.  And  fua,  praying  God  to  grant 
your  maieftie  lang  to  reignne  in  helth,  welth,  and  peace  ouer  ws,  we 
moift  humelie  tak  oure  leve.  Frome  your  maiefteis  burgh  of  Edin- 
burghe,  the  fecund  day  of  Auguft,  1605. 

Your  Maiefteis  moift  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  CANCELL^  RoSS. 

Sanctandrois.  Glasgow. 

Jo.  Prestoun.  S\  T.  Hamilton. 

Secretar. 
To  the  Kingis  moift  excellent 
Maieftie. 
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IX.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Pleis  your  Maiestie, 

The  ernifl  defyre  we  haif  at  this  tyme,  to  heir  at  all  occalionis  of 
your  maiefteis  goode  eflate,  and  to  haif  frequent  dire6lionis  for  your 
heyghnes  feruice,  hes  maid  ws  to  dire6l  this  beirare,  whofe  diligence 
and  fidelitie  is  not  vnknowne  to  your  maieflie,  to  help  the  Erll  of  Dun- 
baris  ouerburding,  that  he  be  not  putt  to  the  paynes  whiche  his  habilitie 
may  not  fuflene,  nor  your  maieflies  feruice  negledlit,  for  laik  of  tymous 
aduerteifment.  It  wes  vnneceffair  for  ws  to  recommend  his  feruice,  or 
entreat  the  confideratioun  of  it,  in  refpedl  of  the  gratious  difpofitioun 
your  maieftie  hes  euir  had  of  all  thofe  that  hes  faithfullie  fervit.  Swa 
remitting  to  his  fufficiencie  the  relatioun  of  the  ellait  of  materis  heir,  crav- 
ing pardoun  of  our  prefumptioun,  we  wiflie  your  maieftie  a  lang  and 
profperous  reignn,  with  eternall  felicitie.  Frome  your  maiefties  palice  of 
Haliruidhous,  the  faxt  day  of  December,  1605. 

Your  Maiefteis  moil  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Dunfermeling. 
J.  Balmerino^. 
S''.  T.  Hamilton. 


To  the  Kingis  moift  excellent  Maieftie. 


x._the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Maist  Sacred  Souerane, 

According  to  your  majefties  letter,  diredl  to  ws,  in  Apryll  laft, 
anent  the  counteffe  ojGF  Atholl,  defyring  ordour  to  be  tane,  quhairthrow 
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fche  raicht  haiff  place  to  perfew  in  iiidgement,  all  a6liones  competent  to 
hir,  againes  the  erll  off  Atholl,  hir  fone  in  law,  and  his  complices,  and 
daring  the  dependance  off  the  pleyes  betuix  thame,  anent  ane  honorable 
modificatioun  to  be  grantit  for  hir  fuflentatioun.  We  vpoun  hir  avvin 
fute  and  clam,  caufTit  call  the  partcis  befoir  ws,  laitlie,  the  twantie  thrid 
off  July  inllant,  and  efter  all  impedimentes  be  horninges,  quhairby  fche 
micht  haiff  bene  repellit  from  perfiite  or  defence,  war  removit,  and  the 
allegationes  off  the  erll  of  Athole,  the  Laird  of  Chmy,  Creichtoun,  aflig- 
iiay  conflitute  to  hir  efcheatt  and  lyfrent,  and  remanent,  hir  parteis  being 
Weill  advyfit,  and  confiderit  be  ws,  finding  the  mater  off  lie  confequence, 
and  to  carie  fic  repugnancie  to  the  commoun  cours  off  iuftice,  cufluma- 
blie  obfervit  within  this  your  maiefties  realme,  to  yeld  to  fic  a  modifica- 
tioun for  hir  fuflentatioun,  in  maner  cravit  be  hir,  without  onie  probable 
or  relevant  ground,  we  inftantlie  for  fatiffeing  of  your  maietleis  letter, 
movit  the  erll  off  Atholl,  the  Laird  off  Cluny,  aflignay  to  hir  lyfrent,  and 
certane  vthers  off  the  erll  off  Atholles  fpeciall  freindes,  quha  war  prefent 
with  him,  befoir  we  procedit  onie  forder,  to  condifcend  and  aggrie  to  ane 
amicable  fubmiffioun  for  thair  pairt,  that  all  maters  queflionable,  betuix 
the  countefle  off  Atholl  and  him,  micht  be  componit  and  fettellit  in 
freindlie  maner;  and  likuife  to  grant  fic  a  reafonable  modificatioun  for 
hir  interteniment,  during  the  fubmifiloun,  as  we  thocht  convenient  to  de- 
fing.  Bot  having  requirit  the  lyke  fubmiflRoun  off  the  countefle  off  Athoill, 
fche  alluterlie  refuiflit  to  enter  in  termes  off  fubmiflloun  with  thame;  and 
fa  finding  hir  off  that  difpofitioun,  and  not  inclynit  to  a  freindlie  dres  of 
maters  queflionable,  and  that  be  your  maieflies  laws  and  cuflum,  fche 
micht  not  obteane  hir  intent  in  this  perfute,  we  according  to  equitie  and 
reafoun,  be  our  fentence  abfoluit  the  erll  of  Athoill,  and  remanent  par- 
teis, quhom  fche  convenit  from  the  perfute  off  modificatioun  acclamit  be 
hir,  quhairvvith  we  thocht  meitt  to  mak  your  gratious  hienes  acquant, 
being  alwayes  off  opinioun,  that  fche  can  not  weill  cum  fpeid  in  thir  par- 
ticulars, vnles  maters  be  freindlie  compofit  betuix  hir  and  hir  gude  fone, 
quhom  we  perceave  willing  to  fatiffie  hir  in  reafoun,  without  proces  off 
law,  to  quhatfoeuir  can  be  laid  to  his  charge;  quhairvnto  fche  not  being 
willing  for  the  prefent  to  accord,  we  haiff  procedit,  and  miniflrat  iullice 
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as  become  ws  off  our  office  and  dewetie.     Thus  wifcheing  vnto  your 
raaieflie  lang  reigne  aboue  ws  in  all  felicitie,  we  refl, 

Edinburgh,  the  penult  of 
July  1605. 

Your  maill  excellent  Maiesties  maift  obedient 
fubje6lis  and  fervitouris, 

Al.   CANCELL^  Al.  ElPHINSTON. 

P.   DUNKELD.  BlAXTYRE. 

Clericus  Registri.  Halyrudhous. 

J.  Balmerino^.  Alex".  Hay. 

R.  Cokburne.  Jo.  Prestgun. 

S".  T.  Hamilton.  Maircairny. 

Neubotle. 

To  the  Kingis  maift  excellent  Maieflie. 


XL— SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

My  confaued  feir,  that  my  filence  could  not  find  owt  any  lawfull 
excufe,  if  I  fould  not  aduerteis  your  maieflie,  of  the  progres  and  euent  of 
the  criminall  perfute  of  Maiflers  Johne  Forbes,  Welfche,  and  vtheris, 
thair  complices,  before  your  maiefties  juftice,  for  thair  treafonable  declyn- 
ing  your  maieflie  and  your  Secret  Counfallis  jugeraent,  makis  my  [me] 
bauld  to  wryte  in  that  mater ;  which,  als  weill  in  refpe6l  of  ane  mofl  heich 
poynt,  and  lairge  pairt,  of  your  maiefties  authoritie  royall,  brocht  in  quef- 
tion,  be  the  ignorant  and  inflexible  obftinacie  of  thefe  defendares,  as  in  re- 
gaird  of  the  mofl  cairefuU  expeftatioun  of  ane  great  pairt  of  your  hiene? 
fubie6lis  in  this  your  kingdome,  ouerdoutfumlie  diftradled,  during  the 
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incertane  euent  thairof,  pairtlie  be  fupoiditious,  and  pairtlie  be  fayned 
zeale  to  thair  profefTioun,  and  aft'eftioun  to  thair  perfones  for  thair  profef- 
fions  faik,  being  of  fo  heich  and  dangerous  confequence,  as  the  mifcaire- 
ing  thairof  micht  haue  exemed  ane  great  pairt  of  your  maiefties  fubiedlis, 
from  your  maieflies  jurifdidlioun  and  obedience  in  maters  of  dodlrine 
and  difcipline,  and  all  vther  thingis  which  thay  fould  haue  pleafed  to 
affirme  to  be  of  that  nature  ;  and  thairwith  haue  giuen  them  occafion, 
and,  as  it  war,  lawfull  libertie,  or  libertie  be  your  maieflies  awin  lawis 
and  fentencis,  to  haue  menteaned  that  libertie  anis  purchafled  and  daylie 
to  haue  increafed  the  fame,  to  the  manifefl  perrell  not  onlie  of  farder 
impairing,  hot,  with  tyine,  of  vtter  fubuerfioun  of  yourroyall  power  within 
this  kingdomo.  God  having  now  brochi  it  to  that  gude  end,  that,  efter 
langfum,  difficill,  and  moll  contentious  traucllis,  thay  ar  conui6l  be  ailyfe 
of  that  treafonabill  declinatour.  I  fould  omit  als  neceffare  ane  povnt  of 
my  dewtie,  as  if  I  had  not  replyed  to  their  mofl  probable  alledgences,  if 
I  fould  conceaJe  from  your  maietlie,  that  the  firfl  and  greatefl  prayfe  of 
this  gude  fucces  fould  be  giuen  to  your  maieflies  felf,  for  forefeing  this 
mater  to  be  of  fik  difficultie  and  danger,  as  it  requyred  the  particular 
direclioun  of  your  maieflies  awin  mofl  excellent  wifdome,  be  the  report 
and  profecution  of  my  Lord  of  Dumbar,  who  I  am  afllirit,  in  all  his  lyfe 
wes  neuer  fo  folifl  for  the  euent  of  the  tryall  of  vther  mens  lyues  ;  for  at 
his  heir  cumming,  finding  that  mater  full,  not  onlie  of  forefene,  bot  alfo  of 
vnexpe6led  difficulties,  his  caire  and  diligence  thairinhes  bene  fo  affiduall, 
wyfe  and  prouident,  that  having  maid  fecret  choife  of  this  tyme  and  place, 
which  be  effedl  hes  proued  mofl  proper,  and  fo  viuelie  exprefTed  to  your 
maieflies  juflice,  juflice  clerk,  and  vtheris,  members  of  that  court,  your 
maieflies  caire  of  the  menteanance  of  your  royall  power,  brocht  in  quef- 
tioun  be  that  procos,  with  the  vndoubted  favour  which  they  micht  expecl  be 
doing  thair  dewtie,  and  mofl  certane  difgrace  and  puneifment  gif  in  thair 
default  ony  thing  fould  mifcairie ;  he  proceided  thairafter  to  the  prepa- 
ratioun  of  fufficient  forces,  habill  to  execute  all  the  lawfull  commande- 
mentis  of  your  maieflies  counfall,  in  your  feruice,  and  for  that  pourpofe 
hauing  brocht  with  him  to  this  towne,  ane  very  great  number  of  honorabill 
baronis,  and  gentilmen  of  gude  rank  and  wourth,  of  his  kinred  and  freind- 
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fchip,  finding,  befyde  vther  great  impedimentis,  the  cheif  perrell  to  con- 
fill  in  the  want  of  ane  honefl  aflyfe,  who,  without  refpedl  of  popular  fa- 
uour,  report,  threatningis  or  imprecationis,  wald  ferue  God  and  your 
maieftie  in  ane  gude  confcience;  for  knawin  default  of  conflancie  and 
gude  affe6lion  in  vthers,  he  wes  compelled  to  caufe  his  awin  particular 
and  privat  kinfmen  and  freindis,  to  mak  the  maifl  pairt  of  the  aflyfe,  who 
being  adniittit  vpone  the  fame,  gif  he  had  not  dealt  in  that  poynt,  but 
fcrupulofitie  or  ceremonies,  to  refolue  thame  of  the  wounderfull  dowt, 
whairin,  by  many  meanes,  and  cheiflie  be  the  thoundering  imprecationis  of 
the  pannell,  and  contentious  refiftance  of  thair  awin  afllbciat  afljfouris,  thay 
wer  caflin,  that  haill  pourpofe  had  failled,  to  oure  infinite  greif  and  your 
maieflies  ouer  great  preiudice.  For  the  gude  fucces  whairof,  I  fall  ever 
thank  God,  and  euer  pray  him  and  your  maieftie,  to  put  ws  to  als  few 
elFayes  in  the  lyke  caifles,  as  may  pofliblie  ftand  with  the  Weill  of  your 
maieflies  feruice,  in  rcfpe6l  of  the  fcaircetie  of  flcilled  and  weill  affe6led 
aflyfoures  in  thir  caifles;  for  gif  my  lord  of  Dumbar  had  wanted  your 
maiefties  mofl:  prouident  diredlioun,  or  if  we  had  bene  deftitute  of  his 
wyfe  and  infinitlie  folift  diligence  and  acSioun  in  this  pourpofe,  in  all  mens 
jugementis  it  had  lofled,  whairin  oure  mifluke  could  neuer  haue  fund  any 
excufe,  which  micht  aither  haue  geuin  fatiffa6lioun  to  your  maieftie,  or 
contentment  to  oure  awin  myndis.  Albeit,  oure  confciences  and  actions 
did  beare  ws  recorde,  that  we  ferued  with  moft  faithfull  affe6lioun  and 
cairefull  diligence.  Bot  now  we  haue  to  thank  God  that  it  is  weill  endit, 
and  I  moft  humblie  to  craue  your  maiefties  pardoun  for  my  bauldnes  and 
ouer  long  letter,  whilk  falbe  alwayes  fchort  in  comparifoun  of  my  long 
and  endles  prayers  to  God,  for  your  maiefties  honour,  healt,  contentment, 
and  long  happie  lyfe.     At  Lithgow,  the  xj  January,  1606. 

Your  facred  Maiefties  moft  humbill  and 
faithfull  feruitour, 

S''.  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


THE    MELROS    PAPERS.  13 


XII.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Moist  Sacred  Souerayne, 

Hauing  reflaued  commandment  from  vour  maieftie,  to  try  the 
meanis  of  Maifter  Johnno  Forbes,  his  verification  of  that  wliillv  he  had 
writtin  to  your  maieftie,  of  the  behauiour  of  your  heynes  chanccllair  in  his 
foirknawlege,  aduyfe,  and  approbatioun  of  the  lait  pretended  aflembUe  at 
Abirdene,  albeit,  in  the  opinioun  of  raony  not  of  meanift  credite  and 
knawledge  in  this  countrey,  the  mater  feamed  without  example,  and  not 
without  dangerous  confequence,  gif  ane  man  in  Maifter  John  Forbes  his 
caice  fould  be  hard  to  bring  in  queftioun,  the  fame  and  fortune  of  ane 
nobilman  of  fick  birth,  rank,  and  authoritie  vnder  your  maieftie  as  your 
heynes  chancellar.  Yet  oure  moift  humble  and  faithfull  dewtys  in  all 
thingis  to  obey  your  maieftie,  and  oure  monyfauld  experienceis  of  the 
fingular  wifdome  and  vndouted  reafoun,  whereupoun  all  your  maiefteis 
dire6lionis  ar  infalliblie  grounded,  haueing  moved  ws  iuftlie  to  acknaw- 
lege  the  waikncs  of  oure  awne  privat  opinionis,  and  reuerentlie  to 
acquiefce,  to  your  maiefteis  moir  excellent  iudgement,  and  the  chancellair 
not  onlie  confenting,  bot  fo  earneftlie  folifting  the  exact,  diligent,  and 
moift  perfyte  inquiiitioun  of  all  circumftanceis,  wherby  the  fimpill  antl 
pure  treuth  of  that  haill  purpois,  myght  be  moift  cleirlie  and  certanclie 
difcouered,  we  ailigned  ane  terme  to  maifter  Johnne  Forbes,  with  fo  com- 
petent ane  fpace  for  preparatioun,  and  vfing  of  his  probatioun,  as  he 
being  fatiffeit  thairwith,  and  haueing  wairned  all  fick  witnefles,  as  he 
pleafed  to  infert,  in  the  blank  of  your  maiefteis  letter,  grantit  to  him  for 
wairning  of  ony,  whome,  he  thocht  maift  able  to  cleir  the  trewth  of  his 
dilatioun.  Vpoun  the  threttent  of  this  moneth  we  examined  Maifter 
Walter  Balcanquole,  Maifter  James  Balfour,  and  Maifter  Robert  Cath- 
cairt,  witnefles  produceit  be  Maifter  Johnne  Forbes,  whofe  depofitionis 
we  haue  fend  heirwith  to  your  maieftie,  and  onlie  omitted  to  examine 
Maifter  Johnne  Welflae,  whome,  he  had  alfo  requyred  to  beir  witnes, 
becaus  we  wer  affrayed,  that  your  maieftie  fould  half  imputed  to  ws  for 
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ignorance  or  malice,  gif  we  fould  haif  examined  that  man  as  ane  witnes, 
whofe  fame  hes  reffaued  the  wound  of  ane  capitall  convidlioun  befoir 
your  heynes  iuftice,  onhe  curable  be  your  maiefleis  clemencie.  We  haif 
in  that  refpedl  abfleined  frome  examinatioun  of  him,  the  rather  alfo, 
becaus  albeit  he  fould  afferme,  all  that  is  alledgeit  be  maifter  Johnne 
Forbes  that  he  could  fay,  he  wald  onlie  be  tejlisfingularis.  But  vndir- 
ftanding  that  boith  the  chancellair  and  Maifter  Johnne  Forbes  declairit 
that  the  laird  of  Leyis,  Burnett,  wes  prefent  at  thair  conference  concern- 
ing that  afTemblie,  for  better  tryall  of  the  treuth,  we  haif  of  oure  office, 
alfo  fworne  and  examined  him,  and  fend  to  your  maieftie  his  depofitioun 
with  the  reft,  wherin  we  will  not  prefome  to  wryte  oure  opinioun  to  your 
maieftie,  boith  becaus  God  hes  infpyred  your  maieftie  with  fo  excellent 
iudgement  and  fingulair  wifdome,  as  gevis  your  maieftie  moir  reddy  and 
perfyte  refolutioun  in  all  fick  materis  nor  we  ar  able  to  confaue,  and  als, 
becaus  in  fa  rare  ane  caice  as  this,  the  fentence  can  nevir  haue  ony  war- 
rand,  whilk  may  ather,  for  the  qualitie  of  the  perfonis,  equitie  of  the  de- 
terminatioun,  or  confequence  of  the  example,  be  fua  fure  and  vniuerfallie 
allowable,  as  when  it  falbe  knawne  to  haue  procedit  frome  the  fontane 
of  your  maiefteis  royall  prudence.  And  in  this  oure  proceiding  humelie 
requeifting  your  maieftie  gratiouflie  to  accept  of  oure  faithfuU  intentioun, 
we  befeik  God  lang  to  profper  and  preferue  your  maieftie  in  perfyte 
helth  and  contentment.  Frome  your  maiefteis  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the 
xiiij""  of  Junij  1606. 

Your  Maiefteis  moift  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

MONTROIS.  NeUBOTLE. 

A.  Mar.  Scone. 

DOUMBAR.  Jo.   PrESTOUN. 

Fleming.  S".  T.  Hamilton. 

Glamiss. 

To  the  Kingis  moift  excellent  Maieftie. 
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XIII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Moist  Sacred  Souerayne, 

Haueing  now  endit  this  bufynes  of  Mr  Johnne  Forbes,  we  thoght 
that  your  maieflie  could  not  bo  fa  fulhe  fatiffeid  by  our  lettre,  of  the  treuth 
and  euery  circumftance  of  that  mater,  as  by  the  relatioun  of  ane  of  our 
awne  nomber,  and  thairfoir  we  haue  requeifted  this  beirair,  the  lord  Fle- 
ming, to  repair  towardis  your  maieflie,  by  whome'your  maiellie  wilbe  ful- 
lie  certifeyed  of  all  that  hes  paft  in  that  mater,  vnto  whome  we  moid 
humelie  befeik  your  maieilie  to  gif  credite.  And  fua  we  pray  God  to 
blifle  your  maiellie  with  a  lang,  happie,  and  profperous  reigne.  Frome 
Edinburgh,  the  14  of  Junij,  1606. 

Your  Maiefteis  moill  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

MONTROIS.  NeUBOTLE. 

A.  Mar.  D.  Scone. 

DOUMBAR.  Jo.   PrESTOUN. 

Glamiss.  S".  T.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moill  excellent  Maiellie. 


xiv the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  and  most  Gracious  Souerane, 

The  parlement  appoynted  to  be  haldin  in  this  towne,  vpon  the 
firilday  of  this  moneth,  being  now  fo  begun,  as  yiflerday,the  lordis  of  Arti- 
cles wer  chofin  according  to  your  maieflies  letter,  fend  for  that  effedl  to 
the  eflaites,  and  the  roll  of  the  names  prefented  to  thame  in  your  maiellies 
name,  withowt  change  of  anv  ane,  of  the  haill  number  recommended  to 
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thame  be  your  maieftie,  or  contrare  vote  of  any  of  all  the  eflaites.  Thefe 
lordis  of  Articles  being  this  day  convened,  the  firft  article  prefented  to 
thame  wes  the  ratification  of  your  maiellies  prerogatiue,  whilk  being  red 
with  great  attention  and  reuerence  of  all  that  wer  prefent,  wes  with  fo 
ioyfull  vniformitie  and  hairtlie  confent  of  the  haill  number  approvin,  as 
thair  appeired  ane  dewtifull  contention  amang  thame,  who  fould  mofl 
viuelie  expres  the  seale  of  his  mod  feruent  affe6lion  to  your  maieflies 
honour,  obedience,  and  feruice;  fum  regraiting  that  it  had  not  bene  thair 
gude  fortune,  foner,  to  have  offered  that  declaration  of  thair  dewtie  to 
your  maieflie,  vthers  profeffing  that  thay  longed  for  occafions  of  geving 
more  effe6luall  pruiffis  of  thair  loyall  deuotion  to  your  maieflies  feruice, 
nor  by  vourdis  of  dewtifull  recognition ;  and  fum  confeffing  that  this  ac- 
knauledging  of  the  princes  fouerayne  prerogatiue  wes  dew  to  all  the  kingis, 
that  euer  rang  in  this  realme,  hot  fo  mekill  more  to  your  maieftie,  nor  to 
any  vther  that  euer  poffefled  that  royall  dignitie,  as  be  the  merite  of  your 
maiefties  awin  peculiar  qualities  and  moft  rare  vertewes,  thay  thocht  gif 
the  kingdome  had  bene  eledliue,  that  of  all  that  leivis  in  this  aige,  your 
maiefties  felf  wald  be  fund  wourthieft  to  be  chofin  be  eledlion  to  reflaue 
and  pofles  all  fouerane  power; 

Efter  whilk  happie  conclufion  of  that  article,  the  bifchopis  a6l  wes  nixt 
prefented,  whilk  being  curiouflie  reafoned  be  many  of  the  principals  in 
rank  and  learning  of  the  lordis  of  Articles,  efter  exadl  confideration  of  all 
that  could  be  alledgit  in  that  pourpofe,  it  is  fo  concluded  as  be  the  moft 
pairt  of  lordis  of  Articles,  it  is  allowed  with  verie  few  verie  tolerabill  excep- 
tions, and  les  hurtfull  nor  the  bifchopis  thamefelfis,  and  your  maiefties 
vtheris  moft  cairefull  feruandis  did  before  apprehend;  whairin  we  may 
withowt  vanterie  or  vntrewth,  affirme  to  your  maieftie,  that  gif  continouall 
caire  and  exceiding  paynis,  had  not  bene  tane  to  conqueis  and  conferue 
all  lioneft  mens  affections  to  the  aduancement  of  that  important  feruice, 
the  contentment,  whilk  now  we  found  vpon  this  fortunat  beginning,  and 
the  hope  of  the  lyke  gude  fucces  in  the  end  of  this  mayne  poynt,  had 
turned  to  the  greateft  greif,  that  honeft  hairtis  can  fufteane  in  the  difaftre 
of  thair  chairge,  whairin  we  had  the  refolued  oppolltion,  curiouflie  im- 
prented,  be  the  bufie  policie  of  fum  malicious  brethren,  in  the  myndes  of 
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mony  vnfroindis  to  purge,  and  the  wilfulnes  of  vthers  forcfeing  thair  awin 
loflis  ill  the  proceidiiig  of  this  a6l  to  ouercum,  with  the  argumentis  takin 
from  the  linceritie  of  your  maiefties  intentions^  greatnes  of  thair  obHga- 
tion  to  your  maieflie,  and  neceffitie  of  the  erecting  of  that  eftait,  whilk 
withowt  this  help  could  not  (land.  Nather  wanted  we  croffes,  not  onlie  be 
the  flewth  of  fum  having  entres  in  it,  hot  alfo  be  the  indifcretion  of  fum 
of  thair  wourdis  and  behauiour,  whilk,  becaus  it  proceided  not  of  malice, 
bot  of  ratlines,  or  lak  of  experience,  is  the  more  excufabill,  feing  the  turne 
is  done,  as  fall  be  more  particularlie  lignified  to  your  maieflie,  whan  it  fall 
pleas  God  to  grant  ws  that  happines  and  honour  to  tie  your  mofl  gracious 
maieftie.  In  the  meantyme  we  can  not  omit  particularlie  to  beare  witnes 
to  vour  maieftie,  of  the  wifdome  and  great  dexteritie,  vfed  be  my  lord 
Chancelar  in  proponing,  difpofing,  and  dire6ling  of  maters  in  fik  maner, 
as  ferued  beft,  to  bring  all  to  this  gude  end,  whairin  my  lord  Secretar  be 
his  perfuafiue  and  pithie  reafoning  fecunded  him  verie  difcreitlie.  Oure 
pourpofe  is  to  follow  the  courfe  of  this  gude  difpofition,  whairin  we  find 
the  lordis  of  Articles,  and  the  morne,  to  founde  thair  affefilions  in  the  ma- 
ter of  the  fubfidie,  God  willing,  whairin  as  we  find  that  happie  euent 
whilk  we  defyre,  and  be  the  haill  powers  of  oure  weak  jugementis  and 
vttermeft  indeuores  of  oure  trauellis,  fall  preas  to  procure,  your  maieftie 
fall  be  certified  of  the  fucces  of  it.  And  as  we  haue  bene  baulde  to  im- 
pefche  your  maieftie,  with  the  difcours  of  thir  thinges,  whilk,  in  refpedl  of 
the  difficulties  whilk  we  haue  fund  and  removed,  feimis  to  ws  to  be  brocht 
in  ane  gude  cours  of  liklie  fucces.  So  we  mon  not  conceale  ane  difordour 
fallin  furth  in  this  towne,  whairvpon,  praifed  be  God,  110  groat  hairme  hes 
followed.  That  grudge  borne  be  the  freindis  of  the  houfs  of  Eglinton, 
to  the  erle  of  Glencairne  and  his  freindis,  is  notour  to  your  maieftie, 
amangis  whome,  thair  is  afTurance  ftanding,  whilk  we  fupponed  fould  haue 
bene  ane  fufficient  band  to  haue  flayed  troubill  and  inuafion  betuix  thame 
during  thair  remayning  heir  at  this  tyme.  Neuertheles  vpon  tyfday  at 
nicht,  immediatlie  efter  fupper,  the  maifter  of  Wintoun  and  his  brother 
fir  Alexander  Seton,  being  accumpanied  with  nyne  or  ten,  going  to  the 
erle  of  Eglintones  ludgeing,  rencontered  be  the  way,  the  erle  of  Glen- 
cairne, accumpanied  with  threttie  or  thairby,  who  in  refpecl  of  the  evill 
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will  borne  betuix  thefe  folkis,  and  him  abfteaning  from  all  vvilfull  occafion 
of  inuafion,  his  lordfliip  being  in  the  beginning  of  his  cumpanie,  and  the 
mailler  of  Winton  in  the  fore  end  of  his  cumpanye,  pafl  by  vther  ane  rea- 
fonabill  fpaice,  till  fum  rafcall  feruandis  in  the  end  of  thair  cumpanies, 
being  more  malicious  and  querrellous  nor  thame  felfis,  drew  thair  fwourdis 
and  began  ane  tumult,  whilk  having  lefled  verie  long,  ended  be  the  great 
travellis  of  the  townefmen  and  of  your  maiefties  gairde,  withowt  any  farder 
fkaith,  nor  the  licht  hurting  of  verie  few,  and  more  dangerous  woundis  of 
ane  Jolme  Mathie,  feruand  to  the  erle  of  Glencairne.  Whilk  fa6l,  as  it 
wes  verie  offenfiue  to  the  haill  nobilmen  and  counfall,  in  refpe6l  of  the 
tyme  and  place,  fo  hes  it  in  particular  fo  greived  my  lord  Chancelar,  as 
having  difchairged  his  brothers  fones,  and  all  that  wes  with  thame,  any 
wayes  to  cum  in  his  prcfence,  fois  he  als  bent  as  any  man  leiving,  to  haue 
the  trewtli  of  the  occafion  and  beginning  of  that  infolence  precifelie  tryed 
and  condignelie  pvneiffed,  withowt  refpe6l  or  fauour  of  any  perfone; 
whilk  the  counfall  hes  begun  to  do,  and  will  cairefullie  profecute,  lyke  as 
thay  wald  haue  prefentlie  endit  it,  gif  thair  earnift  defyre  to  haue  thir 
publicl  turnis,  whilk  your  maiellie  hes  gevin  thame  in  chairge,  rather  per- 
fyted  at  this  tyme  be  the  ellaites,  nor  delayit  be  interruption  of  fik  maters, 
as  the  counfall  efter  the  end  of  the  parlement  may  more  convenientlie  do, 
nor  to  giue  occafion  of  longer  working,  to  fum,  whois  onlie  caire  is  indi- 
re6tlie  to  difapoynt  your  maiefties  intention  in  thir  prefent  effaires. 
Whairin  hoping,  that  your  moft  excellent  maieftie,  in  your  accuftumed 
gracious  maner,  will  accept  of  oure  gude  meaning  and  diligence,  and  not 
onlie  excufe  oure  weaknes,  hot  ftrenthin  it  with  the  perfe6lion  of  your 
moft  prudent  diredlions;  whilk  fall  euer  be  to  ws  ane  inviolabill  law  and 
vnchangeabill  reule  of  moft  humbill,  reddie,  and  conftant  obedience,  we 
befeik  God  long  to  beftow  and  incres  all  willed  bliffinges  vpon  your  ma- 
ieftie, in  moft  conftant  health  and  perfyte  contentment.  At  Perth,  this 
fourt  of  July  1G06. 

Yowr  facred  Maiefties  moft  humbill  faithfull  and 
infinitlie  bund  feruandis,  Doumbar. 

D.  Scone. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie.  S".  T.  Hamilton. 
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XV.— THE  LOrxDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Ple.\se  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

OuRE  (lawnes  in  making  aduerteifment  to  your  maieftie,  at  this 
tyme  of  pailement,  of  the  proceiding  of  the  effaires  of  this  your  maiefties 
kingdome,  wer  inexcufabill,  gif  be  the  progres  of  thir  publi6l  turnis,  it  did 
not  appeare,  that  your  maiefties  faithfull  feruandis  thocht  it  ane  mair  ne- 
cellair  degrie  of  tliair  dewtie,  to  provyde  furelie  that  your  hienes  adois 
fould  go  Weill,  nor  to  fpcnd  tyme,  or  vfe  prepofterous  diHgence,  to  kep  the 
idill  thankis  of  firll  aduertifares.  And  thairfore  having  fuperfeidit  to  di- 
redl  this  packet,  till  this  mater  of  fubfidie  wes  paft  in  articles,  we  haue  not 
fo  great  caufe  to  thank  God  for  obteaning  the  taxation,  as  for  the  vnfpeak- 
abill  affe(ilion  vttered  at  the  granting  thairof,  be  your  maiefties  fubiedlis 
of  all  eftaites  to  your  maiefties  moft  facred  perfone,  whois  gracious,  wyfe 
and  loving  letter  being  red  to  thame,  the  hope  geuin  thairby  to  thame  to 
inioy  thair  moft  defyred  blifling,  in  the  effedlis  of  your  maiefties  promeifed 
repaire  to  this  your  natiue  cuntrey,  did  fo  ravifli  thair  hairtis,  with  moft 
perfyte  contentment,  as  thay  thocht  not  thair  haill  guddis  ane  fufficient 
pryce,  to  redeme  the  ineftimabill  lofs  and  greif  of  mynde,  whilk  thay  daylie 
fufteane  by  your  hienes  abfence,  or  the  incomprehenfibill  mcafour  of  all 
earthlie  bliflingis,  whilk,  thav  promeis  to  thame  felfis  be  your  maiefties  gra- 
cious prefence  in  this  kingdome,  and  thairfore  haue  more  willinglie  granted, 
nor  we  canwourthelie  expres,  ane  taxation  of  foure  pund  the  pund  land,  with 
the  conformabill  proportion  to  be  payed  be  the  prelates  and  borrowes  for 
thair  pairtes,  to  be  compleitlie  payed  to  your  maieftie  in  foure  yeiris,  be 
equall  portions,  the  firft  veiris  payment beginnand  at  Candilmesni.xt,  and  fwa 
from  Candilmes  to  Candilmes,  till  compleit  payment  be  maid  of  the  haill 
fowme,  whilk  is  the  lairge  doubill  of  the  greateft  taxation,  that  ever  wes 
granted  to  anv  prince  in  this  kingdome,  whairin  it  hes  bene  thocht  meit  to 
fuppres  the  name  of  the  fowme,  becaus  whan  oure  peopill  hes  done  far  aboue 
thair  power,  to  fatiffie  your  maieftie,  thair  haill  vail3ant  will  be  les  nor  your 
maieftie  wald  wifs  fould  be  knawin  to  ftrengearis.    Bot  in  effect  the  taxa- 


20  THE    MELROS    PAPERS. 

tion  will  come  to  foure  hundreth  thoufand  merkis,  whilk  wes  helped  be 
my  lord  Chancelar,  als  far  as  poffiblie  he  could,  be  propofition  of  many 
great  and  gude  reafons,  to  induce  the  eflaites  to  it,  whilk  thay  mod  wil- 
linglie  imbraced,  evrie  ane  contending  to  exceid  his  nichtbour  in  the  ex- 
prefling  of  the  hairtlines  of  his  confent ;  and  albeit  the  ditficultie  and  tra- 
vellis  wer  infinit,  to  bring  this  mater  to  this  gude  poynt  in  articles,  we  feir 
that  the  darned  malice  of  fum  peopill  remayning  in  this  towne,  for  no 
vther  pourpofe,  hot  to  breid  ws  bufines  in  tliir  your  maieflies  affaires,  fall 
giue  ws  muche  ado  to  obteane  to  it,  the  approbation  of  the  generall  houfs 
of  parlement;  whairin  oure  trauellis  fall  be  diligent  and  faithfuU,  and  hope 
affuredlie,  that  the  fucces  fall  not  be  deftitute  of  that  conflant  happines, 
whairwith  God  hes  heirtofore  blifled  all  your  maiefties  interpryfes.  Till 
farder  occafion  ceafing  langer  to  impefche  your  maieflie,  we  mod  hairte- 
lie  befeik  God  to  blis  your  moll  excellent  maieflie,  with  lang  healthfull 
lyfe,  increffing  honour,  and  moll  perfyte  contentment.  At  Pertli,  this  faxt 
of  July,  1606. 

Your  moft  facred  and  gracious  Maiefties  moft  faithfull 
and  moll  obleifed  feruandis, 

DoUMBAR. 

D.  Scone. 
S''.  Th.  Hamilton. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


XVI.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Moist  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

Your  maiefteis  two  letters,  the  ane,  concerning  the  inconuenientis, 
whilkis  haue  ariffin  by  the  intermiffioun  of  the  ordour  eftabliflied  by  your 
maieftie,  anent  the  beftowing  of  one  day  euery  weik,  vpoun  materis  con- 
cerning the  eftate  and  commoun  well  of  this  realme,  and  the  vther  con- 
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cerning  the  bauldnes  and  libertie,  whilk  fome  nobilmen  of  this  kingdome 
hes  tanc  to  mak  moir  pubhdl  profeffioun  of  their  fals  religioun,  nor  thay 
did  during  your  maielleis  refidence  heir  amang  ws,  wer  prefented  to  your 
maieflcis  counfaill,  who  wer  convenit  in  a  frequent  nomber  of  the  nobih- 
tie  and  clergie,  by  your  maiefteis  faitlifull  and  worthie  counfellour  the 
erll  of  Dunbar,  who  alfwa  maid  a  breif  rehitioun  to  ws,  of  fome  repoirtis 
gevin  oute  to  your  maieftie,  anent  the  grudge  and  mifcontentment  whilk 
your  maiefleis  fubiedlis  had  confaued,  vpoun  the  granting  of  the  lait  taxa- 
tioun,  and  anent  the  prefent  mifreule  of  the  incuntrey,  and  vnquietnes  of 
the  heylandis  and  low  bordouris.  Thir  letters  and  creditt  of  the  erll  of  Dun- 
bar, being  rcuerentlie  hard  and  confidderit  be  your  maieilcis  counfell,  and 
firfl,  that  point  tuicheing  the  grudge  and  mifcontentment  of  your  maiefleis 
fubiedtis  for  the  taxation,  being  examinat,  and  euery  manis  knowledge  of 
that  mater  being  demandit,  we  will  affuir  your  facred  maieftie,  that  as  that 
taxatioun  wes  moift  freelie,  with  the  general!  applaufe  and  hairty  con- 
fent  of  all  the  efteatis  (no  man  contradi6ling)  yealdit  vnto,  without  ony 
appearance  of  grudge,  murmour  or  mifcontentment,  fwa  to  this  hour, 
thair  wes  nevir  one  of  your  maiefteis  counfell,  who  hes  hard  ony  kynd  of 
quhifpering,  concerning  that  mater,  hot  a  fer  greatar  quietnes  and  con- 
tentment in  this,  nor  euer  wes  had,  in  ony  of  the  taxationis  preceding  ; 
and  we  can  not  hot  winder,  of  the  prefumptioun  and  ralhnes  of  thofe,  who 
without  a  ground  or  warrand  wald  put  your  maieftie,  in  diftruift  of  the 
loyaltie  and  honneft  hairtis  of  your  maiefteis  faitlifull  fubie6lis  of  this 
kingdome,  who  we  ar  certane  will  be  moir  grevit,  that  fuche  fmifter  con- 
ftrudlionis  ar  maid  of  thame,  nor  thay  ar  for  the  mater  of  the  taxatioun. 
And  thairfoir  we  wilbe  bauld  in  all  humilitie  to  requeift  your  facred  ma- 
ieftie to  examine  this  mater  moir  fchairplie,  and  to  try  vpoun  what  ground, 
euidence,  and  prefumptioun,  fuche  conftrutlionis  ar  gevin  oute  againis 
your  maiefteis  goode  fubieclis,  wherin  we  doubt  not  hot  your  maieftie 
will  find  moir  folie  and  raflines,  nor  probabilitie  of  a  treuth. 

As  to  the  grouth  of  the  nomber  of  papiftis,  and  thair  bauldnes  to  con- 
tinew  in  thair  erroris,  and  refufall  to  hant  the  preicheingis,  and  to  commv- 
nicat,  we  affuir  your  maieftie  thair  wes  nevir  ony  fuche  dilatioun  maid 
vnto  ws  be  the  churche,  who  fould  haif  gevin  ws  informatioun  in  tliat 
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mater ;  alwayes,  at  this  melting  and  aflembley  at  Lynlvthgw,  thair  is  a 
very  goode  courfe  tane  anent  the  fuppreffing  of  papiilis,  whiche  being 
fene  and  allowed  by  your  maiellie,  the  executioun  thairof  falbe  profe- 
quuted  without  refpeft  of  perfonis,  with  all  extremitie,  and  no  thing  dew 
to  your  maiefteis  counfell,  anent  that  particular,  falbe  omitted  nor  ne- 
gledled. 

Anent  the  ellate  of  the  Heylandis  we  half  not  hard  of  onv  great  info- 
lence  thair  this  lang  tyme,  except  onlie,  the  murther  of  Kinfawnis  men, 
wherin  albeit  no  complaint  nor  informatioun  wes  gevin  be  the  pairty  to 
the  counfell,  yitt  vpoun  the  firfl  brute  thairof,  and  your  maiefteis  di- 
re6lionis  thairanent,  delyuerit  be  your  maiefteis  fecretair  at  his  returning, 
thay  direftit  chargeis  aganis  the  erll  of  Athoill  for  exhibitioun  of  the 
criminallis,  and  in  refpedl  of  his  diflfobedyence,  efter  two  continwationis 
granted  vnto  him,  he  is  denunceit  and  regillrat  to  the  home,  and  ane  act 
maid,  that  no  fufpenfioun  falbe  granted,  whill  he  firft  enter  in  warde  with- 
in the  caftell  of  Edinburgh ;  lyke  as  for  quieting  of  the  reft  of  the  hey- 
landis, the  a6lis  of  cautioun  for  the  generall  band,  and  perfonall  compeir- 
ance  ar  rcvifed,  and  executioun  ordanit  to  pas  aganis  fuche  as  hes  not  found 
cautioun,  and  all  other  direftionis  fo  wyillie  fett  doun  be  your  maieftie 
thairanent,  and  reported  by  your  maiefteis  fecretair,  ordanit  to  be  putt 
in  executioun. 

We  half  had  the  commiffionaris  of  the  bordouris  afoir  ws,  and  hes  ane 
new  dyet  appointed  to  thame,  and  the  fpeciall  baronis  and  gentilmen  of  the 
three  marcheis,  agane  the  nynetene  of  this  inftant,  at  whiche  tyme  we  hoip 
that  fuche  goode  ordour,  falbe  tane  for  the  perfyte  failing  of  thefe  boundis, 
as  fall  rander  vnto  your  maieftie  fatiffa<Slioun. 

Archibald  M'Coneill  being  committit  to  the  caftell  of  Dunbartone,  he 
hes  laitlie  brokin  warde  and  efchaiped,  whereupoun  the  conftable  being 
convenit  befoir  the  counfell  and  granting  his  ouerficht  and  negligence, 
with  proteftationis  alwayes  of  his  innocencie,  the  counfell  hes  committed 
him  to  the  caftell  of  Edinburgh,  whill  ye  forder  knowledge  of  your  ma- 
iefteis pleafour. 

The  bipaft  ouerficht,  anent  the  intermiffioun  of  the  counfell  day,  for 
matteris  of  eftate  falbe  repaired,  and  that  day  falbe  preceiflie  keipit  in  all 
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tyme  comeing,  wherein  no  thing  falbc  treated  nor  handlit,  hot  materis 
importing  the  quyet  of  the  efleate,  and  a<$lionis  of  pairtyis  falbe  referrit 
to  the  thurifdayis  counfell. 

Your  maieftie  wilbe  gratiouflie  pleafed  to  accept  this  our  excufe  in 
goode  pairt,  yli'  we  liaif  not  in  fo  exact  forme  as  your  princelie  wifdorae 
hes  fett  doun,  performed  euery  thing  belonging  to  your  maiofleis  feruice. 
The  defolat  efleat  of  the  countrey  in  regaird  of  the  vniuerfall  plague,  wes 
fuche,  as  we  could  nevir  haif  ony  fetled  refidence,  or  convenient  direfilincr 
of  thingis,  requireing  a  fteidfaft  and  continuall  diligence  but  intermiffioun. 
Bot  now  yff  it  fall  pleis  God,  as  we  hoip  in  his  mercy  he  fall,  to  flay  the 
devoiring  plague,  we  hoip  with  fuche  diligence  to  repair  all  bigane  negli- 
gence, as  materis  falbe  done  to  your  maiefteis  contentment,  and  to  the 
peace  and  goode  of  this  your  maiefteis  kingdome.  And  fo  ending  with 
cure  hairtlie  prayeris  to  God,  for  your  maiefteis  lang  lyffe,  profperous  and 
happy  reignne,  and  eternall  felicitie,  we  reft 

Edinburgh,  the  16  of 
December  1606. 

Your  Maiefteis  raoill  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie^lis  and  feruitouris, 
MoxTRoiss.  Blantvr. 

Al.  Cancell^.  R.  Grj:me. 

WiGTOUN.  A.   WCHILTRIE. 

J.  LiNDESAY.  S«.  T.  Hamilton. 

KiNGORNE.  HaLYRUDHOUS. 

D,  Scone.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

LOTHIANE.  J.  BaLMERINO^. 


XVII.— SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

My  vndewtifulnes  wer  inexcufabill,  gif  any  thing  fould  occur, 
conteaning  mater  of  apparent  preiudice  to  your  maieftie,  whairof,  I  fould 
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not  with  diligence  mak  your  maieflie  aduorteifed,  and  thairfore  will  mod 
humblie  craive  your  maieflies  pardon  and  pacience,  that  I  prefume  to 
fignifie  to  your  hienes,  that  be  occafion  of  ane  queflion  broght  before  ws, 
betwix  ane  having  your  maieflies  gift  of  ane  baftardrie,  whairvpon  he  had 
obteaned  declaratour,  and  ane  vther  having  the  gift  of  that  fame  baftard- 
rie, by  my  Lord  Duke  of  Lenox  difpofition,  as  lord  of  the  regalitie  of  Sant- 
androis,  at  lik  tyme  as  his  lordfliip  had  right  to  the  bifchoprik  be  your 
maieflies  gift  thairof,  ratifiet  in  Parlement.     In  the  difputation  of  that 
caufe,  mention  arrayfe  of  the  priuilege  of  that  regalitie,  whilk  wes  affirmit 
to  be  fo  ampill,  as  be  ane  chartour,  whilk  they  call  the  goldin  chartour, 
whairof  I  haue  fene  the  copie,  your  maieflies  mofl  nobill  progenitour. 
King  James  the  fecund,  had  geuin  to  the  Bifehop  of  SanClandrois  and 
his  fucceflburs,  priuilege  of  regalitie,  which  amangis  mony  vtlier  preroga- 
tiues  conteaned  thir  claufes  following,  "  Cum  quatuor  pun6lis  et  quere- 
lis  ad  noftram  coronani  regiam  fpedlantibus,"  and  thairefter,  "  cum  iti- 
neribus  jufliciarise  et  Canierarise  etc.     Cum  parliamento  folito  et  confu- 
eto  ac  monetae  fabrica  ;"   as  alfo  this  vther  claufe.     "  Infuper  volumus 
quod  inhabitantes,  tenentes,  aut  firmarii  terrarum,  di6li  epifcopi,aut  eorum 
bona,  infra  aquas  de  Forth  et  Tay  commorantes,  affuturis  temporibus,  non 
attachientur  feu  arreftentur,  ad  quaecunque  itinera  julliciarii  et  Camera- 
rii,  vel  ad  quafcunque  curias,  pro  quacunque  tranfgreffione  aut  delidlo, 
nifi  tantum  ad  itinera  et  curias  di6li  epifcopi,  et  quod  inhabitantes  et 
tenentes  prsedieli,   a  nobis  hseredibufque  et  fucceflbribus  noflris,  nee  a 
quibufcunque  nollris  officiariis,  nullatenus  cogantur  in  futurum,  ad  per- 
foluendum  tallias,  taxationes,  exa6liones,  vel  onera,  feu  aliquod  feruitium 
feculare.    Sic  quod  tenentes  et  inhabitantes  dicSlarum  terrarum  liberi  lint 
in  perpetuum,  a  quibufcunque  oneribus,  auxiliis,  prifis,  talliagiis,  taxationi- 
bus  et  contributionibus,  per  nos,  hseredes  et  fucceffores  noflros,  impofitis 
feu  imponendis."     Whilkis  ar  ratified  in  Parliament  and  fince  confirmed 
be  the  chartours  of  King  James  the  third,  and  the  queue,  your  maieflies 
mother.    I  gat  knawledge  alfo,  that  the  clerk  of  Regiiler  in  the  recherche 
of  the  antiquities  of  this  cuntrey,  had  fund  that  fum  of  your  maieflies  pro- 
genitours  had  grantit  to  certane  bifchopis,  fecundas  decimas,  whilk  wes 
declared  to  be  the  teynd  of  the  victuallis  and  prouifion  of  the  king's 
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howfe,  as  of  breid,  aile,  mowton,  beif,  etc.  and  the  tent  pennie  of  your 
maieflies  cafualties,  of  certane  fchyres,  whilk  being  writtin  in  the  bouke 
of  his  colledlion  of  thefe  antiquities,  whilk  he  intendis  to  publeis,  wer  be 
my  advyfe,  verie  wiUinglie  deleited  and  fuppreffed  be  him.  Neuerthe- 
les,  I  haue  hard  fenfyne,  that  within  thir  two  geiris,  ane  man  pretending 
richt  to  fum  fik  fecund  teyndis,  be  difpofition  of  the  bifchop  of  Aberdene, 
perfewed  for  thame  befoir  the  feffioun,  whairby  I  am  induced  to  fufpedl, 
that  fum  tyme  furder  clame  may  be  maid  vpon  fuche  rightis,  whairin  if 
I  knew  what  wer  your  maieflies  royall  pleafure,  I  fould  be  moft  cairefull 
and  dihgent  to  fie  it  performed.  For  gif  your  maieflies  will  be,  that 
thefe  mofl  fouerane  and  royall  priuileges,  onlie  proper  and  dew  to 
your  hienes  crowne,  and  gevin  from  it  be  fuche  kingis,  as  wer  fore 
fantes  to  the  crowne,  fall  remayne  with  any  fubiedl  in  your  hienes 
kingdome,  I  fall  vfe  your  princelie  will,  as  the  reule  and  warrand  of  my 
confent  or  ouerficht,  if  fo  I  be  commanded.  Bot  if  your  maiellie  loue 
your  awin  eldeil  fone,  better  nor  any  fubiedl  of  this  kingdome,  and  re- 
fpe(5l  the  prerogatiue  of  your  hienes  crowne,  more  then  the  aduance- 
ment  of  any  eflait  whatfoeuer  to  the  preiudice  thairof,  I  fall  oppone  my 
felf  to  that  whilk  fall  be  fignified  to  me,  not  to  haue  your  maieflies  al- 
louance,  and  having  warrand  to  declaire  the  fame  to  the  lords  of  Sef- 
fion,  I  am  certane  thay  will  beare  that  reuerence  and  regairde  to  it,  whilk 
becumis  thame :  befydes  that  I  allure  myfelf,  that  gif  your  maiellie  think 
meit,  that  any  of  the  bifchopis  aither  renunce  thair  regalitie  in  haill  or  in 
any  extraordinar  priuilege  thairof,  they  will  proue  fo  thankfull  for  your 
maieflies  many  great  and  mofl  conflant  benefites  and  fauours  to  thame, 
that  thay  will  verie  hairtelie  do,  whateuer  fall  feame  gude  in  your  mofl 
excellent  wifdome.  Your  maieflie  may  alfo  be  pleafed  be  informed, 
that  the  lord  of  Torphechin  affirming,  that  be  his  eredlion  he  is  exemit 
perpetuallie  from  all  taxations,  feikis  ane  command  of  the  counfall  to  the 
coUedlour  and  clerk  of  the  taxatiounis,  to  deleit  all  hislandis  and  his  vaf- 
falis  landis,  furth  of  the  roll  of  taxation  for  ever,  the  exempill  whairof,  ap- 
peirantlie,  will  mak  mony  men  curious  to  eik  that  claufe,  to  the  priuileges 
of  thair  former  infeftmentis,  anent  whilkis  maters,  humblie  requeifling 
that  it  may  pleafe  your  mofl  gracious  maieflie  to  fignifie  your  gude  plea- 
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fure,  I  befeik  God  to  grant  to  your  maieflie  lang  happie  lyfe  and  eternall 
contentment.     At  Edinburgh,  this  23  Januar,  1607- 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  mod  humbill,  faithfull 
and  bund  feruand, 

S».  Th.  Hamilton. 


xviii.—  sir  thomas  hamilton  to  king  james  vi. 

Please  youk  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

My  father  haveing  reffauit  by  your  maiefties  moft  gracious  t'a- 
uour,  ane  place  in  your  hienes  Seflioun,  whilk  geuis  him  occafion  to  be- 
ftow  in  your  maiefties  feruice,  the  reft  of  tliat  lyfe,  whilk  according  to  his 
moft  bundin  dewtie,  hes  euer  bene  dedicated  by  him  to  that  end,  as  he 
hes  thairby  obteaned  greater  honour  and  fauour,  nor  him  felf  or  his  pof- 
teritie  can  by  thair  endeuors  any  wayes  merite,  fo  hes  your  maieftie,  in 
the  hairtis  and  mouthes  of  many  of  your  hienes  gude  fubiedlis  heir,  ref- 
faued  the  jufte  commendatioun  of  your  moft  vertuous  nature,  who  of 
your  awin  royall  motiue  hes  inclyned  to  reuairde  his  geiris,  guddis  and 
blonde  faithfuUie  fpent  in  your  maiefties  mothers  feruice,  and  that  fincere 
affefilion  whilk  your  maieftie  hes  knawin  in  him,  to  do  the  lyke  and  far- 
der  in  your  maiefties  feruice,  to  whom,  if  he  or  I  wer  habill  to  expres  by 
effe6lis,  that  thankfulnes  whilk  in  oure  hairtis  according  to  oure  infinite 
dewtie  we  haue  vowed  to  your  maieftie,  as  your  hienes  hes  kythed  the 
moft  gracious,  vertuous  and  moft  wourthie  of  all  kinges  of  this  aige,  fo 
fould  your  maieftie  be  moft  faithfullie,  thankfullie  and  worthelie  ferued, 
bot  oure  waiknes  forces  ws,  for  lak  of  meanes  and  effe6lis,  to  haue  re- 
cours  to  wifhis  and  to  befeik  God,  who  hes  geuin  your  maieftie  fo  great 
power  to  do  vertuouflie,  and  fo  naturall  inclination  to  do  graciouflie,  long 
to  preferue  your  facred  maieftie  and  your  royall  pofteritie,  in  moft  flour- 
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ilhing  and  contented  pofleritie,  and  to  difapoynt  and  confound  all  thefe 
that  intend,  or  with  the  contrare.     At  Edinburgh,  this  29  of  May  I607. 

Your  mofl  facred  Maieflies  mofl 
obleifed  humbill  and  faithful! 
feruand, 

S».  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  mofl  excellent  Maieftie. 


xix the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Pleis  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

We  refTaued  your  maiefteis  lettre,  anent  the  particulair  of  Schir 
George  Ramfay  and  Thomas  Lummifdeane,  and  accordinglie  haif  foir- 
borne  to  gif  ony  diredlioun  or  charge  in  that  mater,  bot  feing  thefe  landis 
whilkis  ar  gifted  be  your  maieftie  to  thame,  wer  evir  repute  and  haldin 
as  debetable,  and  in  taikin  thairof,  thair  patent  and  gift,  exped  the  great 
feale  of  boith  kingdomes,  it  is  thocht  ftrange  be  your  maiefteis  Counfell, 
that  ony  fute  or  proces  fould  be  moved  thairupoun,  or  ony  tryale  or  cog- 
nitioun  tane  yairin  be  the  Exchequer  Chancillor,  and  that  your  maiefteis 
officiaris  of  this  kingdome  ar  fafer  ouerfeene  and  mifknowne,  the  adlioun 
being  commoun  to  boith,  and  the  tryale  proper  to  coniun6l  iudgement, 
be  Commiffioun  from  boith  kingdomes  :  alwayes  they  haif  remittit  this  to 
your  maiefteis  graue  and  princelie  confideratioun,  to  be  dire6lit  as  your 
maieftie  fall  think  meit,  alfwele  for  the  goode  of  your  maiefteis  feruandis 
as  for  eftiewing  of  the  preiudice,  whilk  fuche  forme  of  procedour  may 
produce  aganis  this  your  maiefteis  native  kingdome.  And  fua  we  pray 
God  to  grant  vnto  your  facred  maieftie  efter  a  lang,  happy  and  profperous 
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reigne,  eternall  felicitie.     Frome  your  maiefteis  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
the  xix  day  of  Juny  1607- 

Your  Maiefteis  moift  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  fervitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Balmerino^. 

R.  CoKBUBNE.  S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

Halyrudhous. 

To  the  Kingis  moift  excellent  Maieftie. 


XX._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Pleis  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

We  reflaued  your  maiefteis  lettre  anent  the  aifairis  of  the  Yllis, 
and  hes  appoynted  the  xxiij  of  this  inftant,  to  the  Marques  of  Huntley, 
for  putting  of  him  to  ane  poynt,  anent  the  North  Yllis,  bot  in  that  poynt  of 
the  yearlie  dewtye,  whereupoun  we  and  he  contrauertit,  your  maieftie  hes 
gevin  ws  no  refolutioun.  Alwayes  feing  your  maiefteis  comptrollair  is 
now  to  be  with  your  heynes,  we  remitt  that  poynt  to  be  refolued  vpoun 
betwix  your  maieftie  and  him.  Anent  the  Weft  Yllis,  thair  is  ane  infeft- 
ment  of  fewferme  paft  to  the  erll  of  Argyll,  of  the  landis  of  Kintyre,  and 
fett  doun  be  the  advife  of  your  maiefteis  ordinair  officers  the  Aduocat, 
and  Clerk  of  Regifters,  according  to  the  prouifionis  and  reftridlionis, 
formarlie  fend  vp  to  your  maieftie.  Thair  hes  bene  lindrie  offeris  gevin 
in  be  Angus  M'Coneill,  and  Sir  James  his  fonne,  this  laft  wynter,  anent 
the  Weft  Yllis,  and  cautioun  wes  promeft  for  performance  of  thair  offeris, 
bot  thay  being  remittit  to  deale  with  your  maiefteis  comptrollair,  and  to 
gif  him  fatiffadlioun  in  the  fuirtie  and  cautioun,  thay  failyeit  in  that  poynt, 
fua  that  no  certane  conclufioun  could  be  tane  with  yame,  as  mair  am- 
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plie  your  maiefleis  comptrollair  will  informe  your  heynes,  as  alfua  of  his 
particulair  dealing  with  the  refl  of  the  Weft  Yllis,  wherin  we  douht  not, 
hot  he  will  gif  vnto  your  facred  maieftie,  contentment  and  fatiffa6lioun. 

Thair  hes  bene  fome  queftioun  betwix  the  comptrollair  and  the  fer- 
moraris  of  your  heynes  cuftonies,  anent  ane  defaulcatioun  and  allowance, 
craved  be  thame,  for  the  cuftome  of  the  commodities,  paft  in  com- 
merce betwix  the  twa  kingdomes  fra  Nouember  1G05  to  Nouember  1606, 
and  accordinglie  yairefter  during  the  yearis  of  thair  tak,  conforme  to  ane 
expres  conditioun  fpecifeit  in  thair  contra^  and  fett  of  the  cuftomes.  The 
cuftome  of  the  whilkis  commoditeis,  with  the  fuperplus  of  the  impoift  of 
wynis,  attour  that  whilk  is  defeafit,  for  furniffing  of  noble  menis  houffes, 
extendis  within  the  yeare  foirfaid  to  xxiiij™ '"',  according  to  ane  booke 
produceit  be  yame,  and  fubfcryued  with  yair  handis,  contening  a  particu- 
lair note  of  the  faidis  haill  commodityis  and  wynis,  off  the  whilk  fowme 
the  fermoraris  ar  content  to  accept  in  defeafance,  ten  thoufand  pundis, 
or  vtherwayes  thay  crave  a  toleratioun  and  libertie,  for  lifting  of  the  cuf- 
tome. In  the  firft  poynt,  the  comptrollair  wes  very  ftrait,  and  in  the  fe- 
cund poynt  anent  the  toleratioun,  your  maiefteis  Counfell  wald  do  no 
thing,  withput  your  heynes  allowance  ;  and  yairfoir  your  maieftie  hes  to 
advife,  whedder  it  will  pleis  your  heynes  to  accord  to  the  defalcatioun  or 
toleratioun  foirfaid,  in  whiche,  boith  the  fermoraris  ar  indifferentlie  con- 
tented, and  wliateuir  falbe  your  maiefteis  will  and  pleafour  herin,  wilbe 
accordinglie  embraceit,  and  fua  refting  to  your  maiefteis  anfuer  in  this 
poynt,  we  pray  God  to  grant  vnto  your  facred  maieflie  a  lang,  happy 
and  profperous  reign  and  eternall  felicitie.  From  your  maiefteis  burgh 
of  Edinburgh,  the  19  of  Juny  1607. 

Your  Maiefteis  moift  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.   CaNCELL^.  ,  R.   COKBURNE. 

Halyrudhous.  J.  Balmerino^. 

S''.  T.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moift  excellent  Maieftie. 
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xxi._the  lords  of  the  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Moist  Sacred  Souerayne, 

We  reffaued  your  maiefteis  lettre  of  the  xvj  of  this  inftant,  and 
wer  extreame  fory,  that  your  maieflie  fould  half  reffauit  ony  mifcontent- 
ment  in  that  mater  of  the  Erll  of  Athoill,  wherin  we  had  no  vther  re- 
fpe6l  hot  to  juflice,  and  the  obedyence  of  your  maiefteis  lawis,  for  that 
warrand  not  being  dire6lit  to  the  Counfaill,  bot  to  the  Chancellour,  not 
writtin  by  ony  of  your  ordinary  fecretaryes  deputis,  not  cafilieted  with 
your  maiefteis  caffliett,  and  being  conditional!,  that  the  ErlHs  cautionaris 
fould  ftand  good  for  his  reentrie,  bred  ws  fufpicioun  that  it  had  bene  fur- 
reptitiouflie  purcheft,  no  vther  fignificatioun  having  come  of  your  maief- 
teis mynd,  eyther  to  the  Counfell  or  Capitayne  of  the  caftell  of  Edin- 
burgh, befyde,  that  it  implyed  a  great  iniuftice,  which  is  far  frome  your 
maiefteis  difpofitioun,  that  your  Chancellour  fould  releve  the  erll  of 
Athoill  of  his  warde,  and  nottheles  that  his  cautionaris  fould  ftand  bound 
for  his  reentrie,  to  the  whilk  thay  alluterlie  difalTentit,  and  in  no  reafoun 
could  be  aftriClit  yairunto.  All  whilkis  prefumptionis  concurring  with  the 
hinderance  of  your  maiefteis  feruice,  for  the  whilk  he  wes  wardit,  wherin 
thair  is  nothing  done,  befyde  the  interes  of  a  infinite  nomber  of  creditouris 
of  all  rank  is,  who  by  his  removing  oute  of  the  countrey,  felt  thair  awne 
wrak,  and  maid  fuche  miferable  exclamatioun  aganis  your  maieftie,  and 
the  iniuftice  of  the  faid  warrand,  we  thoght  it  fould  haue  gevin  your  ma- 
ieftie moir  contentment,  that  one  fould  attend  your  maiefteis  certane  com- 
mandment, nor  be  raflie  in  obeying  a  fufpitious  warrand,  fo  far  from  your 
maiefteis  accuftumat  regaird  to  iuftice.  And  wheras  your  maieftie  is  mif- 
contented,  with  his  putting  in  moir  ftrait  warde,  fince  that  warrand,  the 
cans  of  it,  wes  the  defyre  of  the  creditouris,  that  he  fould  not  efchaip, 
who  having  lettres  of  captioun,  and  commandmentis  to  the  gaird  to  tak 
him,  whilk  thay  were  content  befoir  to  fuperfeid,  hoiping,  that  he  fould 
not  eflicw  being  arreifted  at  yair  inftance,  wer  eirnift  and  did  putt  yame 
in  executioun,  and  wher  vour  maieftie  thinkis  that  a  counfellouris  houfe 
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fould  fecure  ony  of  your  heynes  rebellis,  except  in  materis  of  treafoun, 
yff  your  maieftie  think  that  ony  fuche  thing  fould  be  allowed,  yee  neid 
looke  for  no  executioun  of  jullice  in  this  kingdome,  wherein  we  think 
thair  is  mo  counfellouris,  nor  in  England,  France,  Ytalie  and  Spayne, 
and  yff  that  nobilnian  had  bene  prefent,  we  knowe  he  wald  half  harbourit 
none  of  no  qualitye  that  had  not  bene  anfuerable  to  your  maiefteis  lawis  : 
wherupoun  we  fend  for  his  feruand,  who  had  the  keiping  of  his  houfe, 
and  willed  him  that  he  fould  mak  the  fame  patent  to  the  baillies,  accord- 
ing to  thair  warrand  whilk  he  refufed.  So  the  inopportune  exclamatioun 
of  the  creditouris,  and  the  hafarde  thay  apprehendit  of  thair  wrack, 
maid  thame  to  beg  iullice,  in  thefe  termes  of  the  Lordis  of  your  maief- 
teis Seflioun,  to  putt  their  decreitis  till  executioun,  and  the  lordis  chufeing 
rather  that  ane  of  thair  awne  nomber,  fould  fufteane  a  tuitche  in  cere- 
monye,  nor  to  gif  occafioun  to  the  creditouris,  to  half  exclaimed  to  your 
maieftie,  that  be  thair  tolleratioun  and  ouerfeing  of  rebellis,  fa  mony  of 
thame  wer  wrackit,  thay  grantit  thair  petitioun  as  a  commoun  benefit, 
whilk  in  reafoun  could  be  refufed  to  no  lauchfull  fubie6l,  and  wherof  thair 
is  a  nomber  of  preceding  obferuationis  and  examplis,  vfit  in  the  lyke  caif- 
fes,  within  counfellouris  houfes,  and  yft"  thair  had  not  bene  a  moir  fauour- 
able  regaird  had  be  your  maiefleis  counfell  to  the  erll  of  Athoill  his 
eftate,  he  had  bene  by  his  creditouris  laid  faft  in  the  tolbuith,  wherfra  he 
had  gottin  no  relieff,  bot  by  thair  payment  or  fufiicient  fuirtye.  We  wiflie 
that  vour  maieftie  fould  be  informed,  that  none  of  the  counfell  hes  ony 
particulair  aganis  the  erll  of  Athoill,  bot  all  wiihis  he  wer  one,  that  myght 
fupplee  that  place,  for  the  honnour  of  the  countrey  and  goode  of  your 
maiefteis  feruice,  and  what  the  want  of  fuche  a  man  dois,  the  miferable 
eftate  of  the  countrey  of  Athoill  and  all  the  bordouring  boundis  to  it,  dois 
declair.  And  not  aucht  dayis  fince,  Johnne  Dow  M'Gillichallum,  for 
whome  he  is  anfuerable,  hes  hocheit  and  goirit  to  the  laird  of  Lefmoir, 
aucht  fcoir  of  nolt,  and  daylie  worfe  and  worfe  is  lookit  for.  Alwayes  fence 
it  is  your  maiefteis  pleafour  that  he  be  at  libertye,  we  half  advyfed  the 
erll  of  Mar,  thir  and  all  vther  refpedlis  whatfoeuir  fett  afyde,  to  putt  him 
free. 
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And  wheras  your  maieftie  findis  fault  with  the  Mafler  of  Craufurdis  re- 
pairing to  Edinburgh,  he  vves  not  bot  one  day  yair,  and  that  fecreitlie, 
upoun  deaUng  betuix  his  pairty  and  him,  and  neuir  feine  upoun  ony  flreit 
in  day  lyght,  and  your  maieftie  knowis  that  malefactors  may  be  in  Edin- 
burgh, without  the  Counfellis  knowledge,  and  all  that  hes  bene  done 
aganis  that  man,  alfweill,  in  his  criminall  purfute  befoir  the  iuftice,  as 
befoir  the  Counfell,  proceidit  from  your  maiefteis  Counfaill,  without  the 
concurfe,  informatioun  or  complaynt  of  the  pairty,  and  what  diligence 
we  half  done,  and  how  mony  wayes  we  haif  employed  the  capitane  of  the 
gaird  to  tak  him,  we  remitt  to  his  awne  declaratioun,  who  is  prefent  with 
your  maieftie,  lyke  as  fa  fone  as  we  gatt  knowlege  of  his  beeing  in  this 
toun,  albeit  he  wes  deidlie  woundit  and  in  hafaird  of  his  lyffe,  we  caufit  a 
very  diligent  and  ftrait  fearche  to  be  maid  for  him,  be  the  baillies,  alf- 
weill in  James  Henderfonis  houfe,  whervnto  he  wes  caryed  efter  his  hurt- 
ing, and  in  mony  vtheris  pairtis  of  the  toun,  where  he  had  his  accuftomed 
reflettis,  afoir  his  denunciatioun  to  the  home,  and  we  examined  James 
Hendirfoun  vpoun  his  great  aith,  yff  he  knew  quhair  he  wes,  who  deponit 
and  declairit,  that  immediatlie  eftir  his  paufing  that  nyght  of  the  combatt, 
he  reteirit  him  felff  frome  his  houfe,  bot  knawis  not  whair.  We  ar  alf 
free  of  love  to  the  maifter  of  Craufurde,  as  haitrent  to  the  erll  of  Athoill, 
and  did  no  thing  till  oure  knowledge  for  the  one,  nor  aganis  the  vther, 
bot  that  whilk  we  hoiped  fould  haif  gevin  your  maieftie  contentment,  bot 
we  mon  beg  your  maiefteis  pardoun,  not  to  tak  in  ill  pairt,  that  we  foir- 
fee  your  maieftie,  that  the  lowfenes  of  that  cuntrey,  and  the  miferable 
exclamatioun  of  fa  many  creditouris,  wherwith  we  wilbe  perturbit  for  a 
whyle,  will  come  neirair  to  your  maiefteis  earis,  yff  regaird  be  not  had  in 
this  tranflatioun  of  the  erll,  boith  to  the  countreyis  quyetnes,  and  thair 
fatiffadlioun,  and  that  your  maieftie  wald  be  pleafed  to  direcSl,  that  no 
warrand  of  confequence  come  to  ws,  bot  vnder  the  handis  of  your  ordi- 
narye  fecretaryis,  and  authorized  with  your  maiefteis  caffliett,  that  the 
officers  may  be  anfuerable,  and  we  haif  no  cans  to  fufpe6l  yame. 

According  to  your  maiefteis  dire6lioun,  we  wryte  to  Maifter  Robert 
Bruce,  for  his  refolutioun  in  the  mater  of  Gowrv,  whofe  anfuer  returnit 
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vnto  ws,  with  his  awne  lettre  dire6tit  vnto  your  maieflie,  we  haif  lieir- 
with  fend  vnto  your  heynes:  and  fua  craving  pardoiin  of  your  facred  ma- 
ieftie  for  this  cure  lang  lettre,  we  end  with  our  hairty  and  humble  pray- 
eris  to  God  for  your  raaiefteis  lang,  happy  and  profperous  reigne.  Frome 
your  maiefteis  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the  26  day  of  Junij  1607- 

Your  Maiefteis  moift  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  j.  Cokburne. 

J.  Secretary.  J.  Prestoun. 

Halyrudhous.  S''.  T.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moift  excellent  Maieftie. 


XXII KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 


James  R. 

Trustie  and  weilbeloved  Counfellour  we  greit  you  hartiely  weill. 
Whereas  at  the  tyme  of  Sir  John  Hamiltons  being  here,  wee  did  fett 
downe  an  order  betwene  the  marques  of  Hamilton,  and  our  fervitour  Pa- 
trick Maull,  for  making  a  fecuritie  to  our  faid  fervitour  of  the  teynds 
of  his  awin  lands,  wherwith  the  faid  Sir  John  Hamilton  in  name  of  the 
faid  Marques,  reftit  well  contented.  And  vnderftanding,  that  the  fame 
is  not  as  yit  done,  wee  ar  to  defyre  you,  to  caufe  put  an  end  to  that  bufy- 
nes,  and  to  fie  the  fame  performed,  according  to  our  will  and  pleafure, 
fignified  thereanent,  and  not  to  linger  any  more  tyme,  we  having  iuft  caufe 
to  finde  fault,  that  the  fame  haith  bene  fo  long  delayed  alreddy,  not- 
withftanding  of  our  earneft  directions  for  difpatch  thairof,  which  we  re- 

e 
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ferring  to  your  care  and  dilligence,  committ  you  to  God.     From  our 
courte  at  Oatelands,  the  xxiiij  of  Julij  1G07. 


To  our  truftie  and  weilbeloved  Coun- 
fellour  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  of 
Monkland  Knight,  our  Advocat. 


Indorfed  (by  Sir  Tiiomas  Hamilton) 
Anent  Panmure,  July  1607- 

Vnder  his  Majeflys  Seal. 


XXIII THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Pleis  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

We  haif  conforme  to  your  maiefteis  direclioun  in  prefence  of 
the  Lord  Duke  of  Lennox,  at  the  inftance  of  Johnne  Nafmith  and  George 
Hereot,  convenit  befoir  ws,  the  taxmen  of  the  cuftomes,  who  finding 
thame  felffis  challengeit,  vpoun  reparatioun  of  the  damageis,  fuftenit  be 
the  complenaris,  and  to  aflbtiat  thame  in  the  fotietie  of  thair  tak,  whiche 
wes  a  mater  of  very  greate  confequence,  to  the  whiche  thay  could  mak 
na  anfuer,  except  thay  were  cited  befoir  the  ordinair  iudge  vpoun  terme 
of  law,  and  we  having  no  other  courfe  of  proceding,  without  the  volun- 
tair  confent  of  pairty,  could  do  no  moir  bot  in  all  humilitie  acquent  your 
maieftie  with  thair  anfuer ;  and  becaus  the  natur  of  this  complaynt 
propirlie  belongis  to  the  feffioun  to  certifie  your  maieftie,  that  we  fall 
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moift  cairfiillie  attend  to  fie  iuftice  miniilrat  in  the  mater  with  all  con- 
venient expeditioun,  according  as  [eacjhe  pairty  fall  require.  Thus 
humilie  craving  your  maiefteis  pardoun,  we  wifhe  your  maieftie,  efter  a 
lang  and  profperoiis  reigne,  eternall  felicitie.  Frome  your  maiefteis 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the  13  day  of  Auguft  1607. 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyeut 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
J.  Balmerino^. 
S^.  T.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moil  excellent  Maieftie. 


xxiv._sir  thomas  hamilton  to  king  james  vi. 

Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

I  HAUE  this  long  tyme  bygane,  abfteaned  to  giue  accompt  to  your 
maieftie  of  the  eftait  of  the  mynes  heir,  becaus  the  chairge  thairof  being 
deuolued  in  the  handis  of  Sir  Bevis  Bulmer,  in  doing  whairof,  I  refpedled 
more  your  heighnes  fatiffa6lion  nor  my  awin  weill.  So  fone  as  be  fum 
fchort  experience  I  did  perfaue  his  humour,  I  douted  not  hot  his  aduer- 
teifmentis  wald  be  more  frequent,  nor  aither  fure  or  conftant,  yet  that 
tread  being  his  profeffion,  whairwith  I  wes  litill  acquent,  I  thoght  it  verie 
imfeimlie  for  me  to  mak  to  your  maieftie  any  information  of  the  eftait  and 
wourth  of  thefe  workeis,  contrare  to  that  whilk  I  vnderftude  he  did  giue 
owt,  alfweil  by  letters  to  your  maieftie,  as  by  fpeaches  to  many  vthers, 
of  the  exorbitant  valew  thairof :  bot  exfpe<Sling  the  euent  of  his  lairge 
promeiffis  to  my  felf,  whairby  I  wes  credulouflie  induced  to  put  him  in 
pofleffion  of  my  workes  and  ftok,  I  found  my  felf  in  end  fo  mony  wayes 


36  THE    MELROS    PAPERS. 

fruflrat  be  him,  alfweill  be  the  maner  of  his  ftrange  proceidings  to  my 
difgrace  and  preiudice,  fo  far  as  in  him  lay,  as  be  his  inhabihtie  to  per- 
forme  thefe  condicions,  with  the  faire  fchew  and  hope  whairof,  he  had  at 
oure  contra6ling  allured  me  to  credite  him ;  that  he  confeffing,  that  he 
had  no  fik  flok,  as  he  had  vndertane  to  advance  for  furneiffing  the  workis, 
and  likwayes  regraitting  his  want  of  meanis  to  fatiffie  my  felf  according 
to  his  condicion.  Vpon  his  voluntar  renunciation  fend  be  him  to  me, 
I  reenterit  to  the  workis  in  ane  troubilfum  tyme,  great  fufpicion  of  the 
plague  being  amangis  the  workmen,  whairby  the  greatefl  pairt  of  thame 
withdrew  thame  felfis  from  the  workis,  efter  that  I  had  payed  to  thame 
the  waiges  whilk  Sir  Bevis  wes  auchtand  to  thame,  and  vthers  of  thame 
wer  debauchit  from  the  workis  be  Sir  Bevis,  for  my  hinderance,  as  I  am 
informit.  Albeit  I  fpaired  to  (trait  him  with  payment  to  me  of  his  con- 
dicion, or  ony  vther  extremitie,  notftithflanding  whairof,  it  being  reported 
be  many,  that  he  hes  not  onlie  gevin  owt  to  all  men,  with  whom  [he]  hes 
conferrit  heir,  bot  alfo  writtin  to  your  maieftie,  that  I  haue  dealt  rigour- 
ouflie  and  iniufllie  with  him,  the  neceffar  iullification  of  my  awin  proceid- 
ings forcis  me  to  informe  your  maieftie  of  the  trewth  of  our  dealing  ; 
whilk  is,  that  he  having  ingyrit  him  felf  verie  iraportunelie,  to  haue  ane 
tak  of  my  workis,  vpon  his  band  to  advance  ane  thoufand  pund  fterling 
of  ftok,  and  to  mak  quarterlie  payment  of  greater  rent  to  my  felf  nor  I 
wald  haue  craved,  gif  his  awin  offers  had  not  perfuaded  me, — I,  finding 
by  experience,  that  he  had  no  fik  ftok  as  he  had  promeifed,  and  that  his 
bypaft  a6lions  had  tane  from  him  all  moyen  and  credite  to  purchas 
money  from  any  man,  except  that  whilk  he  drew  from  your  maieftie  for 
bigging  of  his  milnes  to  ftamp  his  gold,  whairof  thrie  thoufand  pund  fter- 
lincr  of  your  heines  money  hes  not  broght  thrie  vnces  of  his  gold,  to  be 
ftamped  at  your  maiefteis  mint  heir.  I  hope  your  maieftie  will  not  blame 
me,  to  haue  rather  accepted  his  renunciation  of  my  work,  to  be  profecute 
to  your  maiefties  benefite,  and  weill  of  this  your  heighnes  kingdome,  vpon 
my  chairges,  nor  to  haue  left  my  workes  waift  and  defert  as  he  hes  left 
your  maiefties  gold  mynes  in  Craufurdmure,  efter  his  vnproffitabill  con- 
fumption  of  fo  mekill  of  your  maiefties  money,  without  performance  of 
any  pairt  of  his  great  vndertaking. 
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As  to  his  affirmation,  that  I  have  fludied  to  conceale  from  your  ma- 
ieflie  the  trew  wourth  of  my  myne,  it  wants  all  likliehood,  for  it  wer  mad- 
nes  in  me  to  preafe  to  fiippres  from  your  maiellie,  the  trew  availl  of  that 
work,  whilk  being  knowne  to  fo  mony  workmen,  can  not  be  maid  vn- 
knowne  to  your  maiedie,  fpeciallie,  feing  in  all  the  fpace  of  foure  moneths 
of  his  chairge  heir,  the  eftait  of  tliat  myne  wes  better  knowne  to  Sir  Be- 
vis  and  his  feruandis  nor  to  any  men  leivand,  during  whilk  tyme,  I  re- 
mitted all  thingis  to  him,  and  he  wes  fo  loath  to  let  my  felf  knaw  the 
eftait  of  it,  that  he  preafled  to  haue  debarrit  perforce,  thefe,  whom  I  ap- 
poynted  to  fie  the  progres  of  the  workis  for  me,  gif  I  wald  haue  fufferit 
it.  And  albeit  his  fpeaches  be  fo  ftrange,  that  I  will  hardlie  refer  any 
thing  that  concernis  my  credite  to  him,  yet  I  am  affurit  that  he  can  not 
deny,  that  mony  tymes  I  haue  earniftlie  folifled  him  to  do  his  vttermeft 
indeuores  to  mak  your  maiefties  dewtie  to  arryfe,  to  the  greateft  proffeit 
that  pofliblie  could  be,  to  the  effedl  our  feruice  might  be  the  more  ac- 
ceptabill  to  your  maieftie,  whan  it  fould  bring  with  it  your  maiefties  fene 
advantage.  And  althogh  I  did  anes  perfuade  him  to  fynne  your  maief- 
ties pairt,  with  his  awin,  vpon  his  chairges,  yet  he  left  of  and  flatlie  refu- 
fit  to  do  it,  and  without  my  privitie,  wrait  to  his  freindis  at  court,  to  pur- 
ches  right  of  your  maiefties  pairt,  to  the  intent  he  might  haue  it  in  leafe, 
and  no  vther  man  might  haue  the  handling  of  any  pairt  of  that  vre  hot 
him  felf,  in  fo  far  as  he  vttered  great  mifcontentment  whan  he  vnderftude 
be  me,  that  I  wald  haue  that  fmall  portion  whilk  belonged  to  me,  for  the 
fie  of  my  office,  to  be  wroght  be  oure  countrey  peopill,  to  traine  thame 
vp  in  the  knowledge  of  handling  that  whairof  he  ftudied  fo  curiouflie,  not 
onlie  to  conceale  the  wourth,  bot  alfo  to  mak  your  maieftie  to  want  your 
dewtie.  For  my  pairt,  in  refpedl  of  his  confident  and  vnliklie  fpeaches, 
I  will  be  loath  to  extenuat  the  wourth  of  that,  whairof  the  greatnes  were 
niy  great  weill,  bot  will  rather  refer  it  to  that  exa6l  tryell  which  your  ma- 
ieftie fall  pleafe  prefcryve,  nor  to  enter  in  foulifti  conteftation  with  him, 
anent  the  certane  valew  of  that  myne,  whilk  nather  of  ws  can  trewlie  de- 
claire,  bot  I  hope  that  it  fall  proue,  God  willing,  gude  and  proffitabill, 
whairin  nather  my  travell  nor  ftok  fall  be  vnbeftowed  for  your  maiefties 
commoditie  and  contentment.     Swa  humblie  craiving  your  maiefties  par- 
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doun,  for  my  forced  langfumnes,  to  purge  my  felf  of  the  vniufl  calumnies 
vltered  aganis  me  in  this  mater,  whairin  I  hope  to  do  your  maiellie  gude 
and  acceptabill  feruice,  I  befeilv  God  to  bUfs  your  maieftie  with  lang 
health,  profperitie  and  contentment.     Binning,  this  12  Sept.  1607- 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humbill  and  faithfull 
and  bundin  feruand, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  mod  excellent  Maieftie. 


XXV.—SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Knowing  that  your  maieftie  will  expedl  and  requyre  of  me 
ane  difchairge  of  my  dewtie  in  performing  your  maiefties  commandement 
geuin  for  perfewing  the  Lord  Maxwell,  and  Sir  James  Makoneill,  for 
thair  trefonabill  breaking  wairde  furth  of  your  hienes  caftell  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  becaus  I  haue  hard  that  fum,  whois  opinion  may  haue  place,  in 
fnm  of  the  circumftances  of  thair  tryell,  inclynes  to  iuge  that  vnles  the 
crymes  for  the  whilk  thay  wer  imprifoned  haue  bene  treafonabill,  that 
thair  break  of  wairde  can  not  import  treafoun,  I  haue  beine  the  more 
folift  to  inquyre  of  thair  vther  offenfis,  which  may  be  found  treafonabill 
of  the  law,  and  albeit  be  examination  and  reexamination  of  Sir  James 
Makoneill,  I  haue  had  fmall  aduantage,  in  refpe6l  of  his  refolution  to 
deny  all  the  poyntis  of  his  crymes,  at  the  flauchter  of  his  vncle,  and  tak- 
ing of  his  parentis,  whilkis  might  infer  treafoun,  yet  I  hope  that  fufficient 
information  fall  verie  fliortlie  cum  of  the  trewth  of  his  moft  heynous  and 
vnnaturall  fadlis,  from  thofe  to  whom  my  lord  Chancellar  hes  writtin 
to  that  effe6l.  As  to  the  Lord  Maxuell,  I  haue  hard  of  his  raifing  of 
fyre  at  Dalfibbill,  whan  he  flew  Willie  Johneftoun,  callit  of  Efchiefcheillis, 
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and  ane  vther  Johiieiloun  ;  bot  becaus  he  hes  fenfyne  had  the  honour 
to  be  admitted  to  your  royall  prefcnce,  I  wald  not  prefume  to  funimond 
him  for  that  fa6l,  whill  firfl  I  fould  knaw  your  maiefties  mynde  thair- 
anent,  the  knawledge  whairof  fall  lead  me  to  proceid  or  doiifl.  Tlu' 
progres  of  the  Commiffionars  at  the  mynes  I  hope  your  maiellie  hes  hard 
from  thamefelfis,  and  what  I  knew,  I  haue  writtin  to  my  lord  of  Dumbar, 
becaus  1  fand  him  mofl  defyrous  to  vnderiland  the  fucces  of  that  whilk 
concernit  your  maiefties  feruice  and  contentment.  Swa  attending  moft 
humblie  your  maiefties  farder  pleafour  for  my  diredlion,  I  pray  God  long 
to  blifle  ws  with  the  continouance  of  your  moft  gracious  regne,  and  your 
maieftie  with  all  honour  and  wifled  contentment.  Edinburgh,  this  28 
Januar  1608. 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humbill  and 
bundin  feruand, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  Sacred  Maieftie. 


XXVI._SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Please  your  most  Sacred  IMaiestie, 

I  HAUE  reffaued  your  maiefties  letter,  declairing  the  diredlion 
fend  be  your  hienes  to  Sir  Johne  Arnot,  concerning  my  workis  at  the 
mynes  of  Hilderfton,  and  your  hienes  will,  that  I  fould  conforme  my  felf 
to  the  execution  thairof.  I  hope  that  befyde  the  progres  of  my  haill  by- 
paft  a6lions,  euer  tending  to  giue  your  maieftie  moft  euident  pruif  of  fo 
humbill,  faithfull  and  reddie  mjTide  to  ferue  your  maieftie,  as  might  pro- 
cure to  me  greateft  hope  of  the  continouance  and  increas  of  your  royall 
fauour,  the  promptitude  of  my  fo  willing  and  hairtlie  confent  to  your 
hienes  Commiffionars,  to  wonne  and  tranfport  fo  great  ane  quantitie  of 
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my  vre  of  fuche  wourth  as  thay  had  chairge  to  dig,  will  perfuade  your  ma- 
iellie,  that  gif  my  head,  or  the  heart  within  my  breift,  wer  neceflar  for 
your  maieftie,  I  wald  beflow  or  yeild  thame  to  your  hienes,  or  for  your 
feruice,  als  reddelie,  and  with  als  litill  regrait,  as  any  fubiefil  leivand  can 
do  to  his  prince.  And  thairfore  I  moft  humblie  befeik  your  maieftie  to 
beleive,  that  none  fall  be  found  fo  bent  as  myfelf  to  fulfill  your  royall 
commandements,  in  difpofing  upon  any  thing  that  is  myne,  for  your  con- 
tentment. 

I  dowt  not  your  maieftie  hes  bene  aduertifed,  what  hes  bene  thoght 
be  the  fubieftis  heir  of  this  intended  alteration  of  the  eftait  of  the 
mynes,  whan  I  was  abfent  in  England,  vpon  thair  apprehenfion,  that  the 
tranfport  of  the  vre  furth  of  this  cuntrey,  to  pairtis  that  ar  not  thoght 
more  commodious  for  wourking  of  it,  may  fruftrat  thame  of  the  relief 
thairby  expected,  of  the  great  fcaircitie  of  money,  euerie  day  increfling 
in  all  the  corners  of  this  kingdome ;  and  thairfore  fearing  leaft  any  new 
and  vnaccuftomed  courfe,  vfed  in  this  fubiedl,  might  haue  geuin  occa- 
fion  of  greif  or  grudge,  I  haue  willinglie  offered  to  your  maiefties  Coun- 
fallouris,  whom  your  maieftie  hes  chairged  with  this  bufines,  more  effec- 
tual performance  of  your  maiefties  will,  nor  the  dire6l  fulfilling  of  your 
hienes  letter,  be  the  meanis  thairin  prefcryved  could  have  effedluated ; 
and  yet  efter  fuche  a  maner  as  will  cairie  les  fchew  of  noueltie  nor  the 
vther,  as  I  hope  thay  will  relait  be  thair  letters.  Whilk  I  moft  humblie 
befeik  your  maieftie  graciouflie  to  accept,  according  to  the  finceritie  of 
my  moft  faithfull  intention,  and  als  conftantlie  to  retreave  your  maiefties 
wounted  opinion  of  my  great  zeale  eurie  way  to  ferue  and  content  your 
maieftie,  as  I  am  confirmit  in  my  belief,  that  your  maieftie  will  not  onlie 
deale  juftlie,  hot  moft  royallie  and  bontifullie  with  me,  who,  be  the  proui- 
dence  of  God,  being  maid  the  inftrument  to  difcouer  to  your  maiefties 
honour  and  benefite,  the  greateft  and  moft  excellent  bliflfing,  whilk  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  hes  produced,  for  the  reputation  and  greatnes  of  any 
monarche,  thir  many  yeires  bygane,  I  do  moft  confidentlie  affure  my  felf, 
that  your  maiefties  beneficence  to  me  fall  not  onlie  anfwer  to  the  pro- 
portion of  your  preceiding  liberalities,  euer  exceidingthe  merite  of  mens 
feruices,  hot  in  this  raire  caice  fall  furpafle  your  felf,    who  naturallie 
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excellis  all  vther  princes  in  that  moft  royall  vertew.  I  haue  this  day  hard 
that  the  lairgenes  and  riches  of  the  veyne  arryfis  eurie  day  more  hopefull, 
whairof  I  thank  God,  and  befeik  him  to  grant  your  maieflie  moll  happie 
incres  of  all  honour,  health  and  contentment.  Edinburgh,  this  29  Jan. 
1608. 

Your  facred  Maiefties  moll  faithfull  and 
moll  humbill  feruand, 

S''.  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  moll  facred  Maiellie. 


XXVII.— SIR  THOMAS  H.\MILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

As  I  am  commanded  be  your  maiefties  letter  of  the  ellevint 
of  this  moneth,  I  fall,  God  willing,  repaire  to  your  maieftie,  with  all  con- 
uenient  diligence,  and  bring  with  me  the  extra6l  of  the  grant  of  the  myne 
which  your  hienes  requyres ;  and  as  it  hes  euer  bene  in  all  my  preceiding 
journayes  my  greateft  contentment,  confort,  and  defyer,  to  lie  your  ma- 
iefties moft  gracious  face,  fo  at  this  tyme  haue  I  greateft  reafoun  to 
wifli  to  my  felf  that  happines,  hoping,  that  whan  it  fall  pleafe  God  and 
your  maieftie  to  grant  me  that  gude  occafion,  I  fall  be  habill,  be  decla- 
ration of  the  motives  and  maner  of  my  proceiding  in  this  mater  of  the 
mynes,  (whilk  to  my  infinit  regrait  and  forrow  I  heir  hes  offendit  your 
maieftie)  if  not  to  iuftifie  my  proceidingis,  whilk  I  will  neuir  prefume  to 
do,  feing  thay  ar  found  vndewtifull  in  your  maiefties  moft  iufte  and  ex- 
cellent jugement,  at  Icaft  to  find  that  gudenes  and  fauour  in  your  maief- 
ties moft  gracious  eyes,  that  my  errour  may  be  found  ignorant  and  not 
willful! ;  for  I  proteft  to  God,  that  or  I  had  thoght,  far  les  had  wittinglie 
done,  anytliing,  that  might  have  offendit  your  maieftie,  I  had  rather  the 
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earth  had  fwallowed  me  quik.  What  my  fupphcation  to  the  Counfall 
dois  proport,  I  will  refer  to  the  writ,  becaus  I  heir  that  your  maieflie  hes 
commanded  it  to  be  fend  to  your  hienes.  Bot  the  caufe  that  moiied  me 
to  prefente  it,  wes  the  information  I  had,  that  Sir  Bevis  Buhner,  whois 
great  malice  aganes  me,  hes  bene  mony  wayes  manifefted,  wes  dealing 
with  fum  of  my  nightbours,  to  clame  right  to  my  landis  and  mynes  for 
my  vexation,  and  trauelling  to  perfuade  his  collegues  to  joyn  with  him 
in  wrvting  to  your  maieflie,  and  fum  nobilmen  at  court,  to  procure  ane 
prohibition  to  me,  to  reenter  to  the  pofTeflion  of  the  myne,  efter  thay  had 
fulfilled  thair  commiffion,  and  fum  warrand  to  him  felf,  or  ane  to  his.be- 
houe,  to  enter  to  the  pofTeffion  of  thefe  workes  ;  who  having  pretended 
ane  right  to  all  the  golde  and  filuer  mynes  of  this  kingdome,  and  think- 
ing no  man  capabill  of  any  fmall  pairt  of  that,  whairof  the  haill  wes  litill 
aneuch  to  him  felf,  becaus  he  had  no  reafon  to  poflefTe  any  thing  thair 
to  my  knauledge,  longer  nor  he  had  wonne  the  quantitie  of  vre  expreifed 
in  the  commiffion,  whilk  I  knew  wes  done  before  I  offered  my  fupphca- 
tion to  the  Counfall,  I  fufpedled  not  that  any  offence  fould  thairby  have 
enfewed,  feing  I  had  neuer  hard  that  it  wes  your  maiefties  mynde,  that 
I  fould  any  longer  want  the  pofTeffioun  of  the  workis,  nor  thay  had  wonne 
the  ten  tunnes  of  vre :  and  vpon  that  occafion  having  obteaned  the  Coun- 
fallis  warrand,  whan  your  maiefties  letter  came  thairefter,  commanding 
Sir  Johne  Arnot  to  tak  pofTeffion  of  the  earth  workis,  it  wes  fo  red- 
delie  and  effe6lually  obeyed,  that  evin  than  he  difplaced  afi  my  feruandis 
from  the  myne,  clofed  and  neidnailled  the  mouthes  of  all  the  fchaftis,  ex- 
cept fie  as  were  neceflar  for  voyding  the  water  from  the  myne,  whilk  he  hes 
caufit  be  done,  be  men  fied  and  payed  be  him,  who  and  no  vthers  daylie 
wourkis  thairat  :  fo  that  the  onlie  and  full  pofieffion  is  in  his  perfone, 
and  I  and  all  myne  vtterlie  fecludit  thairfra ;  and  gif  I  had  knowne  that 
theprefence  of  any  of  myne  that  day,  or  any  imaginarie  fchew  of  pofTef- 
fion, might  have  fo  offendit  your  maieftie,  as  now  I  heir  it  dois,  I  fould 
foner  have  offered  to  haue  bene  buried  in  the  boddome  of  the  work,  nor 
to  haue  meanit  to  any  poflfeflion  to  your  maiefties  mifcontentment,  whilk 
nathermy  bodie,  mynde,  nor  fortune  can  fufteane,  whilk  all  dependis  vpon 
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your  maiefties  gracious  fauour,  and  ar  and  euer  fall  be,  fubmitted  to  your 
niaiellies  gude  pleafour,  as  to  the  mod  fauorabill  and  gracious  juge  I 
can  have  recourfe  to  in  this  earth,  whair  I  fall  pray  God,  long  to  preferue 
your  maieflie  in  all  wiflied  honour,  profperitie,  and  contentment. 
Edinburgh,  this  19  Feb.  1G08. 

Your  moil  facred  Maiefties  moll  humbill 
and  bund  feruand, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  mofl  facred  Maieftie. 


xxviii the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Gracious  Souerane, 

Wheras  your  maiefleis  faithful!  fubieCl,  Maifler  Thomas  Craig, 
having  now  in  his  latter  dayis,  with  great  travell,  trouble  and  tinfall  of 
the  tyme  dew  to  his  calling,  writtin  findrie  volumis,  alfweill  thofe  entitu- 
lat  de  Feudis,  as  diuers  otheris,  heicldie  importing  your  maiefleis  honnour, 
the  credite  and  eflimatioun  of  this  your  maiefleis  ancient  kingdome,  and 
the  particulair  benefeit  of  your  maiefleis  fubiedlis,  for  thair  in(lru6lioun  in 
the  lawis  andpradlique  of  this  cuntrey,  we  can  not  hot  recommend  his  panes 
and  trauellis  to  your  maiefleis  princelie  confideratioun,  that  as  the  fame 
ar  worthy  to  be  recordit  to  the  pofleriteis,  fvva,  it  wald  pleis  your  facred 
maieflie,  according  to  your  accullomed  princelie  difpofitioun,  and  fauor- 
able  regaird  towardis  all  your  weill  doferving  fubie6lis,  efpeciallie  thofe, 
who,  be  thair  vertew  and  leirning,  doeth  honnour  thair  prince  and  cun- 
trey, to  remember  the  relidl  and  bairnis  of  the  faid  Maifler  Thomas, 
with  fuche  a  teilimonie  of  your  maiefleis  fauour  and  liberalitie,  as  to  your 
j)rincelie  wifdome  fall  feame  expedyent,  conforme  to  your  maiefleis  awne 
pleafour,  teflifeit   be  your  lettre  diredlit  to    the  faid  Maifler  Thomas 
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befoir  his  deceis  :  as  alfwa,  that  your  maieflie  wald  be  pleafed  to  aflifl  and 
further  the  impreflioun  of  thir  werkis,  quhairthrow  the  famin  throw  laik 
of  moyen  perifhe  not.  And  fwa  craving  pardoun  of  your  facred  maief- 
tie,  for  this  oure  prefumptioun,  we  pray  God  to  blifle  your  facred  maief- 
tie  and  your  royall  progeny,  with  all  felicitie.  Frome  your  maielleis 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the  xiiij  day  of  Aprile  1G08. 

Your  Maiefteis  mod  humble  and  obedyent 
fiibiefilis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell'*.  a.  Drummond. 

Halyrudhous.  Edzell. 

Blantyre.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

J.  Balmerinqt.  S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  Kingis  mod  excellent  Maieflie. 


XXIX._THE  EARL   OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO 

king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Haueing  prefentlie  reflaued  this  aduerteifment,  of  the  treafonabill 
infurredlion  of  Odochartie,  and  burneing  of  Derry  in  Ireland,  we  haue 
thoght  that  the  firft  pairt  of  oure  dewtie  wes  to  mak  your  maieflie  ad- 
uerteifed  with  the  greatefl  fpeid  that  could  be.  Oure  information  pairtlie 
dependis  vpon  the  tenour  of  this  letter  of  Rees  Caytmor,  whilk  we  haue 
fend  heirwith  to  your  maieflie,  and  pairtlie  vpon  the  report  of  ane  Scot- 
tifman,  Fred.  Nellar  in  Derry,  who  being  ane  ey  witnes  of  that  defola- 
tion,  hes  relaited  to  ws  the  particulars  conteaned  in  the  note  fent  heir- 
with to  your  maieflie.  This  tyme  of  vacance  and  bypafl  quyetnes,  breid- 
ing  in  all  mens  hairts  afTured  hope  of  fecuritie,  in  all  the  pairtis  of  your 
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maiefties  dominions,  lies  moved  the  lords  of  your  maiefties  Counfall  to 
retire  thame  felfs  to  thair  awin  lioufes  in  the  cuntrey,  hot  we  ar  prefentUe 
to  difpatche  meffingers  for  thame,  and  Inking  for  the  prefence  of  ane 
fufficient  number,  fall  refolue,  God  willing,  be  thair  advyce  vpon  fuche 
groundes  as  may  bed  tend  to  the  Weill  of  your  maiefties  feruice,  and 
quyetnes  of  your  gude  fubie6lis.  We  have  not  hard  of  any  appeirance 
of  Spaniartis  or  vther  ftrengearis  vefchellis  at  Arrane,  or  vpon  any  vther 
coaft  of  this  kingdome.  As  we  fall  heir  or  refolue  vpon  any  vther  thing 
importing  your  maiefties  eftait  or  feruice,  we  fall  be  cairefull  to  difchairge 
that  dewtie,  whilk  oure  places  and  your  maiefties  truft  in  ws  dois  requyre. 
So  wifliing  to  your  maieftie  all  happines  and  contentment,  we  humblie 
kifs  your  royall  hands. 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humbill  and 
faithfull  feruands. 


Edinburgh,  this  24  Apryle  IGO8. 


To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


DUNFERMELYNE. 

S''.  Th.  Hamilton. 


xxx — the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

This  conuentioun  of  your  maiefteis  efteatis,  (albeit  not  fa  fre- 
(|uont  in  nomber  as  we  expe6lit)  held  the  20  of  this  inftant,  vnto  whome 
the  neceftitie  of  this  expeditioun  for  the  Yllis,  and  the  preparatioun  maid 
be  your  facred  maieftie  of  fchipping  and  otherwayes  for  that  feruice,  be- 
ing propouned  and  vrgeit,  with  all  inftance  and  circumftanceis,  whilkis 
myght  further  the  eirand,  the  fame  abaid  a  lang  and  faflieous  difpute, 
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fome  obiedling  the  pouirtie  and  prefent  burdynnis  of  the  cuntrey,  and 
fome,  other  impedimentis  tending  to  the  delay  of  the  feruice.  In  end, 
thay  refolued  that  thay  wald  feme  your  maieftie  conforme  to  the  procla- 
mationis  and  lawis  of  the  countrey,  and  altogether  difaflentit  fra  ony  con- 
tributioun  or  taxatioun  for  that  feruice.  Wherupoun,  prefent  diredlioun 
wes  gevin  to  renew  the  proclamatioun,  with  defignatioun  of  the  fame 
dayis  and  placeis  of  melting  contenit  thairin.  We  half  lykewayes  gevin  di- 
re6lioun  for  arreifling  of  the  haill  fchippis  on  the  coifl  fyde  of  Fyffe,  and 
otheris  pairtis  be  north,  to  attend  the  tranfporte  of  your  maiefteis  forceis 
to  the  North  YUis,  and  for  arreifling  of  the  fchippis  in  the  weft  to  attend 
the  tranfporte  of  the  forceis  to  the  South  Yllis,  and  in  euery  vther 
thing  whilk  may  further  and  advance  this  feruice,  we  fall  half  efpe- 
ciall  cair  and  regaird,  and  fra  tyme  to  tyme  fall  mak  your  maieftie  ac- 
quented  with  the  progres  of  oiire  procedingis.  Thair  wes  lykewayes  ane 
motioun  maid  and  vrgeit,  anent  the  reftrent  of  the  ledder  and  hydis,  wher- 
in  thair  wes  very  greate  obje6lioun  maid,  becaus  that  is  in  effedl  the  on- 
lie  ftaple  wairis  of  this  kingdome,  priuilegeit  be  all  your  maiefteis  prede- 
cefTouris  to  be  tranfported,  and  wherof  your  maiefteis  cuftomes  hes  great 
increfce,  and  after  refouning  and  conference  vpon  this  mater,  the  efteatis 
fand,  that  the  derth  of  boottis  and  fchone  proceidis  not  vpoun  ony  differ- 
ence and  oidis  that  is  betuix  the  prefent  pryce  of  the  hydis,  and  the 
pryceis  whilkis  thay  gaif  fome  tuentie  or  threttie  yeiris  fyne,  nor  yitt 
vpoun  occafioun  of  exportatioun  of  the  fame,  hot  onlie  from  the  policie 
of  the  tannaris  and  workearis  thairof,  and  thair  avaritious  and  godles  do- 
ings, in  hurte  and  preiudice  of  the  cuntrey  :  for  remeid  wherof,  it  is  in- 
adled  in  this  prefent  conuentioun,  that  commiffionis  falbe  exped  to  the 
magiftratis  of  ilk  burgh,  and  to  fome  fpeciall  gentilmen  to  landwarte 
adioinit  to  thame,  to  tak  tryale,  twyfe  euerie  yeare,  of  the  pryce  of  the 
rough  hydis,  and  of  the  difference  of  pryceis  betuix  the  rough  and  barkit 
hydis,  and  accordinglie  to  fett  doun  pryceis  vpoun  the  bootis  and  flione, 
with  penalteis  vpoun  the  contrauenaris ;  and  wheras  hald  is  tane  be  that 
eftate,  of  fome  preiudice  fuftenit  be  thame,  by  the  tranfportincp  to  this 
cuntrey  of  thair  ledder,  and  maid  bootis  and  fchoone,  the  efteatis  findis, 
that  the  cuntrey  hes  no  neceflkie  of  fuche  wairis,  nather  is  thair  ony  fuche 
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quaiititie  thairof  broght  heir  as  may  rais  or  hight  the  pryceis.  And  yf  it 
falbe  your  maielleis  pleafour  to  caus  examine  your  cuflome  bookis,  we 
ar  informed  that  it  will  prove,  that  thair  hes  not  bene  tua  hundreth  hydis 
broght  heir  frome  that  cuntrey  in  one  yeir.  And  the  efleatis  ar  content, 
yf  fo  your  maiellie  think  goode,  that  a  reflrent  be  maid  of  the  fame  thair, 
the  lyke  being  maid  heir,  for  oure  nolt  and  fheepe. 

Your  maieileis  lettre  of  the  xiij,  anent  the  confynning  of  the  marques 
of  Huntley,  the  erllis  of  Angus  and  Errole,  come  to  oure  handis  the  20 
of  this  inftant,  aboute  tua  of  the  cloke  in  the  aftir  none,  when  we  wer  moll 
bufv  with  the  efteatis,  fua  that  we  had  not  the  commoditie  to  gif  ony  di- 
reftioun  thairin  that  nyght.  Alwayes  we  convenit  this  morning  at  fevin 
of  the  cloke,  and  maid  a  prefent  difpatche  of  that  mater,  and  the  marques 
of  Huntley,  and  erll  of  Angus,  wer  boith  chargeit  afoir  nyne  of  the  cloke, 
and  ane  officiar  fend  to  the  erll  of  Errole.  Thay  half  neuir  refTauit  onie 
libertie,  nor  relaxatioun  frome  thair  warde,  bot  when  fome  of  the  bifchoppis 
wer  prefent,  and  gaif  thair  advife  and  confent  thairto,  and  that  onhe  for 
fome  few  davis,  vpoun  neceflair  confiderationis  of  thair  adois  ;  nather  fall 
tliay  haif  ony  ouerfight  of  ws  heirefter,  for  the  requeift  of  bifchop  nor  no 
vtheris,  quhile  your  facred  maieilie  fignifie  your  awne  will  and  pleafour 
thair  anent.  This  is  the  fume  of  oure  procedings  at  this  raeiting ;  and 
fua  with  our  humble  and  hairty  prayeris,  recommending  your  facred  ma- 
ieftie,  and  your  royall  progenie  to  God,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  21  May  1608. 

Al.  Cancell".  S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

.LOTHIANE.  J.   BalMERINO'^. 

Scone.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Blantyr. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 
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xxxi.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

In  refpe6l  of  the  difRculteis  quhilkis  we  fand  at  the  lafl 
conuentioiin  of  your  maiefteis  efleatis,  anent  the  profequutioun  of  your 
maiefteis  feruice  hi  the  \lhs,  by  fuche  meanis  as  we  thoght  to  haue 
bene  leafl  grevous  to  the  cuntrey,  and  mofl  expedient  for  the  effec- 
tuating of  the  feruice,  we,  and  fome  otheris  of  your  maiefteis  Coun- 
fell,  vpoun  whome  the  burdyne  of  your  heynes  affairis  doeth  ly,  hes  fen- 
fyne  had  fome  privat  meitingis  amangis  our  felffs,  for  the  furtherance  and 
advancement  of  that  eirand,  and  after  diuers  conferenceis  and  reafoning 
thairanent,  and  vpoun  the  poflibilhteis  of  the  effectuating  of  that  feruice 
to  your  maiefteis  contentment  and  fatiffa6lioun,  we  according  to  the  pre- 
fent  neceffitie,  find  it  expedient  that  the  burdyne  of  that  haill  feruice,  falbe 
layed  vpoun  fuche  one  perfone,  as  it  fall  pleis  your  facred  maieftie  to 
mak  chofe  of,  who  making  his  firft  randcvous  at  Yla,  thair  to  attend  your 
maiefteis  fchipping  and  forceis,  may  frome  that,  coift  the  haill  yllis,  boith 
fouth  and  north :  and  becaus  the  conveining  of  the  forceis  of  this  king- 
dome,  according  to  the  proclamatioun,  is  very  vncertane,  and  not  liklie 
to  affure  your  maiefteis  feruice  in  that  meafure,  whilk  apperteyneth,  and 
we  being  laith  that  your  maiefteis  lieutennent,  vpoun  fa  fclender  a  war- 
rand,  fould  hafaird  his  awne  credite,  or  the  fortoun  of  your  maiefteis  fer- 
uice, we  haue  thairfoir  ordanit  a  prefent  levey  to  be  maid,  of  fyve  hundreth 
men  vnder  wageis  for  his  gaird,  vnto  whome  we  half  appointit  ten  thouf- 
and  merkis  for  thair  monethis  pay  and  tranfporte,  the  payment  whairof, 
for  the  firft  moneth,  is  very  freelie  and  willinglie  vndertane  be  your  ma- 
iefteis comptrollair  and  thefaurair  depute,  and  for  the  fecund  moneth,  we 
fall  mak  tick  prouifioun  as  goodlie  may  be.  We  hoip  that  the  fynnes 
of  the  abfentis  frome  this  feruice  fall  do  that  turne  and  moir,  and  we  fall 
proceid  aganis  thame  accordinglie.  We  half  ordanit  the  firft  melting  to 
be  at  Ha,  vpoun  the  firft  of  July  nixt,  and  the  melting  of  the  northland 
forceis  to  be  at    Trouternes  vpoun  the   xxiiij  of  that  moneth.     It  will 
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pleis  your  facred  maieftie  to  caus  dire6lioun  be  gevin  to  the  capitanes 
of  your  maielleis  fchippis  and  fouldiouris  who  ar  to  attend  this  feruice, 
that  thay  rander  thame  felfis  obedyent  to  your  maiefteis  lieutennent,  in 
euery  thing  quhilk  to  the  dignitie  of  his  charge  apperteyneth,  and  with 
the  nixt  pacquett  to  Litt  ws  know  of  your  maiefleis  chofe  for  this  heuten- 
nandrie.  In  all  otheris  particularis  concerning  this  bufynes,  your  maieftie 
wilbe  fuUie  certifeit  be  the  Bifchop  of  the  Yllis,  who  wes  prefent  with  ws 
at  all  oure  meitingis,  vnto  whois  fufficiencie,  remitting  all  thingis,  we  end 
with  oure  humble  prayeris  vnto  God,  to  grant  vnto  your  facred  maieftie, 
after  a  lang  and  happie  reign,  eternall  felicitie.  From  your  maiefteis 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the  25  Maij  1008. 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Bewly,  Comptroller. 

lothiane.  a.  vchiltrie. 

Halyrudhous.  S^.  Th.  Hamilton. 

J.  Balmerinqt.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


xxxii.—the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Being  conuenit  at  command  of  your  maiefteis  lettre  to  confid- 
der  of  Margaret  Hairtfydis  conui6lioun,  and  to  returne  oure  opinioun  to 
your  maieftie,  how  far  we  think  her  cryme  puniftable  be  law  and  iuftice, 

G 
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we  could  not  half  that  affiflance  of  oure  lawers  in  this  queftioun  which 
we  wald  haif  wifled,  becaus  OHphant,  Ruflell,  King  and  Hope,  who  ar 
the  moll  learned  and  beft  experienced  of  that  profeffioun,  wer  all  of 
counfell  to  the  defendar ;  and  thairfoir,  being  the  moir  folift,  boith  to 
conlidder  apairt,  and  to  confult  togidder,  vpoun  the  qualitie  of  the  fail 
and  ellate  of  the  proces,  we  haif  cleirlie  fene,  that  the  dittay  being  con- 
faued  coniun6llie  to  infer  thift  aganis  the  pannell,  for  the  fa6l  libellit, 
which  wes  found  relevant  be  the  judge  and  afleffouris,  the  defendar  is 
found  guyltie  be  the  aflyfe  of  the  hail  fadl  libellit,  and  onlie  clengeit  of 
the  worde  thift,  wherin  we  think  the  aflyfe  hes  verie  far  miftakin  thair 
dewitie,  being  bund  in  refpedl  of  the  Juft:ice  interloquutor,  finding  the 
dittav  relevant,  ather  to  haif  fund  hir  guyltie  of  the  haill  cryme,  or  inno- 
cent of  tlie  fadl  libellit  ;  the  lail  wherof  thay  could  not  do,  in  refpecSl  of 
hir  confeflioun  fubfcryvit  with  hir  hand,  and  produceit  iuditiallie  befoir 
thame.  And  thairfoir  we  refolue  that  thair  conui6lioun  of  hir,  compre- 
hendis  ane  extraordinair  cryme,  in  fubftance,  litill  or  no  thing  different 
frome  thift,  hot  becaus  thay  haue  clengeit  hir  of  that  qualitie,  we  can 
not  think  that  be  law  ony  fik  fentence  can  be  gevin  aganis  hir,  as  may 
bereaue  hir  of  hir  lyffe,  or  ony  member,  or  of  hir  haill  goodis  and 
geir.  In  confideratioun  whairof,  we  will  mofl  humelie  advife  your  ma- 
ieflie  that  the  dome  to  be  pronunceit  aganis  her,  be  your  maielleis  direc- 
tioun,  exceid  not  perpetuall  banifment,  confynning  or  warding  with  ref- 
titution  of  the  availl  of  the  jewellis  ab(lra6lit  be  hir,  or  ony  other  pecu- 
niall  pane,  not  tending  to  the  enorme  hurte  of  hir  huftand,  whe  is  not 
found  guiltie,  or  accelTour  to  hir  cryme.  And  becaus  her  undeutifull 
abufeing  of  that  great  truifl  gevin  to  hir  be  hir  maieftie,  fliawis  how  vn- 
worthie  fho  wes  and  is  of  all  credite,  and  to  the  effeil  that  the  example 
of  hir  pvnifliement  may  be  ane  rellreant  and  terrour  to  all  vther  feruan- 
dis  to  attempt  the  lyke  or  greatair  preiudice  to  thair  princes  and  maif- 
teris,  of  whome  thay  haif  credite,  we  think  that  your  maieftie  may  iuftlie 
and  lauchfullie  ordane  hir  to  be  declairit  infamous  in  all  tyme  comeing ; 
whilk  is  the  greateft  extremitie  that  we  wald  prefome  to  advyfe  your  ma- 
ieftie to  command  to  be  vfit  in  this  caife  ;  fubmittinij  alwaves  moft  hume- 
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lie  oure  walk  opinionis  to  your  maiefteis  more  excellent  iudo;ement  :  And 
fua  praying  God  to  preferue  your  maiellie  and  your  royall  progenie  in 
helth  and  all  felicitie,  we  reft 


Your  Maiefteis  moll  humble  and  obedyent, 
fubieftis  and  feruitouris, 


Edinburgh,  24  Junij  1608. 


Al.  Cancells.  S^.  Th.  Hamilton. 

S".  JoHNE  Skene.  Jo.  Prestoun. 


J.  Balmerinot. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  IVIaieftie. 


XXXIII.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Thair  hes  ane  vnhappy  accident  fallin  oute  heir  this  morning, 
betuix  fax  and  fevin  of  the  cloke,  by  the  flaughter  of  James  Douglas  of 
Torthorwall,  committit  be  Williame  Steuart,  fone  to  the  vmquhile  Sir 
Williame  Stewart,  who,  althoght  the  principall  pairty  had  aggreit  with 
the  faid  vmquhile  James,  and  rcflauit  affythment  and  fatiffadlioun,  to  his 
awne  contentment,  he  neuirtheles  milknew  this  aggreement,  paft  to  the 
home,  for  not  geving  affuirance,  and  finding  the  commoditie  of  his  re- 
venge, this  moirning,  vpoun  the  hie  ftreit  of  this  burgh,  a  litill  beneth  the 
croce,  quhair  the  faid  vmquhile  James  wes  walking  firaplie  accompanied, 
he  defperatlie  fett  vpoun  him  ;  and  with  ane  ftraik  flew  him  ;  and  the  gait 
being  quyet,  he  efchaiped.  We  half  caufit  charge  the  pairty  according 
to  the  commoun  forme  and  ordour,  to  compeir  and  anfwer,  and  incaife 
of  his  not  compeirance,  fall  caus  denunce  him,  and  thairvpoun  fall  pas 
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commiffionis  to  the  ordinar  magiftratis  of  the  cuntrey,  for  the  perfute  of 
him  with  proclamatioun,  contening  a  promeis  of  revvaird,  as  falbe  aggreit 
vpoun  be  the  Counfell,  to  ony  perfonis  that  will  apprehend  him  ;  and  in 
euery  other  thing,  quhairby  we  may  teftifie  oure  affedlioun  to  your  ma- 
iefteis  feruice,  and  pvniflieing  of  this  foull  flaughter,  we  fall  haif  a  fpeciall 
cair  and  regaird  to  proceid  fafer  as  in  law  and  iuflice  we  may.  And 
fua  attending  what  forder  dire6lioun  it  fall  pleis  your  facred  maieflie  to 
gif  vnto  ws,  quhairvnto,  in  all  reuerence  and  humilitie,  we  fall  conforme 
oure  felfis,  we  end  with  our  humble  prayeris  to  God  for  the  preferuation 
of  your  facred  maieflie  in  helth  and  felicitie,  and  rellis 

Your  Maiefleis  mofl  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  xiiij  Julij  1608. 

Al.  Cancell^  Burglie. 

lothiane.  dudip. 

Craford.  J.  Balmerino^. 

Blantyr.  Dowmbau. 

R.   COKBURNE.  Sb.   Th.   HaMILTON. 

Halyrudhous. 
To  the  Kingis  mofl  excellent  Maieflie. 


XXXIV—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Thair  is  diuers  of  your  maiefleis  fubiedlis,  who  hes  coraplenit 
of  the  delay  and  want  of  iuflice,  whiche  to  thair  great  hurte  and  preiu- 
dice  thay  haif  fuflenit,  in  thair  criminall  caufTes,  throw  the  abfence  of  your 
maiefteis  Juftice,  Maifler  Williame  Hairt,  who  now  attendis  your  maieflie, 
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for  fome  fpeciall  occafionis  of  your  heyghnes  feruice  ;  and  thairfoir  we  will 
in  all  humilitie  requeiil  your  facred  maieftie  to  returne  him  bak  fa  fone  as 
your  maielleis  vtheris  affairis  will  permitt,  becaus  the  neceffitie  of  his  fer- 
uice heir  tyes  him  to  ane  ordinair  and  daylie  attendance,  wherin  he 
omittis  no  panes,  diligence,  travell,  nor  chargeis,  whiche  may  approue 
him  to  your  facred  maieftie,  and  to  all  your  heynes  fubiedlis  worthie  of 
fuche  a  charge  :  And  feing  your  maieftie  of  your  awne  gratious  and 
princelie  difpofitioun,  hes  evir  had  a  fauourable  regaird  to  all  your  weill 
deferving  feruantis,  we  think  it  neidles  for  ws  in  ony  caife  to  recommend 
him  vnto  your  maieftie.  And  fua  continewing  our  humble  and  hairty 
praveris  vnto  God  for  the  preferuatioun  of  your  maieftie  and  all  your 
rovall  progenye  in  helth  and  felicitie,  we  reft  for  euir 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiecSlis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  ISt'i  Sept.  1608. 


WiNTOUN. 

Perthe. 

lothiane. 

bukcldghe. 

J.  ToRPHECHIN. 


S''.  T.  Hamilton. 

J.   COKBURNE 

J.  Balmerino'^. 
Jo.  Prestoun. 


To  the  Kingis  excellent  Maieftie. 


XXXV.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

This  beirair,  the  bifchop  of  the  Yllis,  having  the  occafioun  to 
repair  towardis  your  facred  maieftie,  we  half  thoght  meit  to  accompany  him 
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with  this  oure  teftimonie  and  approbatioun  of  his  dewtiful  cariage  and 
behaviour  in  your  maiefleis  feruice  in  the  Ylhs,  wherin  he  hes  caryed 
him  felff  with  verie  goode  credite  and  reputatioun,  and  is  able  be  his 
counfaill  and  aduyfe  (inrefpecSl  of  his  awne  credite  and  freindlhipp 
amangs  the  vllifmen),  to  do  vnto  your  maieftie  goode  feruice  thair.  And 
fua  recommending  him  vnto  your  facred  maieflie,  and  mofl  humehe  be- 
feiking  vour  heynes  to  heir  him  in  fuche  thingis  as  he  will  propone  anent 
the  profequutioun  of  this  feruice,  we  pray  God  to  bliffe  your  facred  ma- 
ieftie with  all  happynes  and  felicitie,  and  reftis  for  evir 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6tis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  13  Odober  1608. 

Al.  Cancells.  Al.  Elphinston. 

Ross.  Halyrudhous. 

BUKCLUGHE.  S''.   Th.   HAMILTON. 

TORPHECHIN.  Jo.   PrESTOUN. 

Clericus  Registri. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


XXXVI.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

We  reflaued  your  maiefteis  letter  concerning  Robert  Menteith 
and  the  reft  of  your  maiefteis  diftreflit  fubieftis  in  Orknay,  wherin  your 
facred  maieftie  feames  to  blayme  ws  for  refufeing  vnto  thame  the  ordinair 
courfe  of  iuftice,  efpeciallie  ane  commiffioun  aganis  the  Erll  of  Orknay, 
wherby  thay  haif  bene  forceit  to  repair  to  your  he}Ties  to  complene.  Far 
be  it  frome  ws  to  prove  fo  vnworthy  of  the  place  and  charge  whiche  your 
facred  maieftie  hes  concredite  vnto  ws,  as  to  refufe  iuftice  to  ony  of  your 
maiefteis  diftreflit  fubie6lis,  of  whofe  afflidlionis  and  calamiteis,  as  we  are 
bundin  in  confcience  befoir  God,  and  in  dewytie  and  allegeance  to  your 
facred  maieftie,  to  haif  a  fpeciall  cair  and  regaird,  and  to  execute  that 
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poller  and  auc[tori]tio  whervvith  your  raaieflie  lies  armed  ws,  without  ony 
privat  relpe6l  or  coufideratioun.  So  thir  complenaris  can  not  with  refoun 
burdyne  ws  with  the  omiffioun  of  ony  point  of  oure  dewytie  towardis 
thame,  feing  in  the  haill  courfe  and  progres  of  thair  adlionis,  alfwele  befoir 
your  maiefties  Counfell  as  Seflioun,  thay  reffaue  very  fauourable  and  fum- 
mar  juflice.  It  is  of  treuth  that  thay  ar  verie  haveUe  dillreffit,  and  when  thay 
haif  gottin  decreitis  and  fentenceis,  it  failhs  in  the  executioun.  Your 
maiellie  knowis  that  we  haif  no  forceis  to  fend  to  Orknay,  to  mak  the 
faid  erll  conformable,  bot  your  maiefteis  awne  gairdis,  who,  in  refpecl  of 
your  heynes  awne  feruice,  may  not  be  weill  fpairit.  The  pairtyis  indeid 
hes  foght  commiffionis  to  thame  felfBs,  in  very  ample  forme,  aganis  the 
faid  erll,  bot  becaus  fuche  commiffionis,  in  the  forme  and  nature  as  thay 
crave,  ar  not  vfuall  to  be  grantit,  bot  in  criminall  caufes,  and  vpoun  cri- 
minal hoirningis,  we  haif  bene  very  fpairing  to  grant  the  fame,  and  we 
haif  fome  prefumptionis  moveis  ws  to  feir  the  event  of  the  executioun  of 
the  fame,  in  the  forme  and  natur  as  it  is  confavit.  Alwayes  we  haif  fend 
the  fame  to  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  your  maielleis  fecretary,  to  be  Ihowne 
be  him  to  your  heynes,  that  yf  your  maieflie,  efter  coufideratioun  thairof, 
in  the  termes  as  it  is  fett  doun,  find  the  fame  meit  to  be  exped,  it  will 
pleis  your  maieftie  putt  your  awne  hand  thairto,  and  we  fall  follow.  And 
fua  recommending  your  facred  maieflie,  with  your  royall  progenye,  to 
Godis  divyne  protedlioun,  we  reft  for  ever, 

Your  Maiefteis  moil  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Clericus  Registri. 

Halyrudhous.  T.  Sandilandis. 

Al.  Elphinston.  S"'.  Th.  Hamilton. 

R.   CoKBURNE.  Jo.  PrESTOUN. 

Edinburgh,  the  firft  of 
Nouember  IGO8. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 
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XXXVII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Your  maiefleis  two  lettres,  the  ane  concerning  the  complaint  of 
the  baronis  of  Lotheane  aganis  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  tvviching  fome 
new  novatioun  allegeit  begvn  be  that  burgh  to  the  preiudice  of  thair 
nyghtbouris,  vnder  cullour  of  thair  lait  infeftment  grantit  be  your  maieftie 
to  thame,  and  the  other  concerning  the  diflbbedyence  of  the  burgh  of 
Hadingtoun,  to  tliat  your  maiefleis  princehe  diredlioun,  anent  the  elec- 
tioun  of  thair  proueft,  wer  prefented  to  ws,  being  convenit  in  counfell 
vpoun  the  aucht  of  this  inilant :  And  wheras  your  facred  maieflie  feamis 
to  blame  ws  for  not  taking  notice,  and  informeing  your  maieflie  of  that 
complaynt  aganis  Edinburgh,  in  the  haill  pointis  and  circumftanceis  of 
the  fame,  conforme  to  your  heynes  formair  diredlioun  fend  to  ws  thair- 
anent,  it  will  pleas  your  facred  maieftie  to  knowe  that  thair  nevir  wes  a 
complaynt,  be  worde  nor  wryte,  exhibited  vnto  ws  in  that  mater,  fen  the 
1604  yeare  of  God,  at  whiche  tyme,  the  mater  then  in  queftioun  reflauit 
decifioun  to  the  full  contentment  of  the  faidis  baronis,  and  fenfyne  we  half 
not  hard  of  ony  queftioun  or  mifcontentment  betwix  thame  for  that  cans. 
And  yf  ony  fuche  complaint  falbe  proponed  vnto  ws,  we  fall  not  onlie  ex- 
amine the  fame  moft  exadillie,  and  certifie  your  heynes  particularlie  thair- 
of,  bot  we  fall  fa  fer  proccid  thairin,  as  in  law,  equitie  and  iuftice  becom- 
eth  ws ;  and  in  the  meantyme  we  haif  gevin  diredlioun  to  the  Clerk  of 
Regifter  to  extradl  thair  infeftment,  whiche  we  fall  fend  to  your  maieftie 
with  the  nixt  pacquett,  and  we  haif  heirwith  fend  to  Sir  Alexander  Hay, 
your  heynes  Secretarye,  oure  decreit  and  fentence  gevin  in  the  fame 
mater,  in  the  faid  1604  yeare  of  God,  to  be  confiderit  be  your  ma- 
ieftie. 

Your  maiefteis  other  diredlioun  concerning  Hadingtoun  is  difpatcheit, 
and  we  fall  fee  obedyence  gevin  accordinglie.  The  Marques  of  Hunt- 
ley and  Erll  of  Errole  haif  boith  enterit  in  thair  wardis  within  the  tyme  pre- 
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fixt  vnto  thame,  and  the  Erll  of  Angus  hes  found  cautioun  for  his  depairt- 
ing  of  the  cuntrey,  and,  as  we  vnderftand  is  prefentHe  on  his  jornay  by 
land  towardis  fome  porte  in  that  Ivingdome,  whair  he  intendis  to  tak. 
fchipping.  And  fua  ceaffing  to  trouble  your  facred  maieflie  with  forder, 
we  pray  Almyghtie  God  to  haif  your  maieflie  and  your  royall  progenye 
in  his  bliffed  prote6lioun.  Frome  your  maiefteis  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
the  aucht  of  Nouember  1608. 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  s-i.  Th.  Hamilton. 

LOTHIANE.  Jo.    PreSTOUN. 

Halyrudhous.  R.  Cokburne. 

Edzell. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


XXXVIII — THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reflaued  your  maiefteis  lettre  of  the  xxi  of  Nouember,  and 
hes  hard  at  grite  lenth,  the  relation  maid  by  the  reuerend  fader  in  God, 
and  your  maiefteis  truftye  counfellour,the  Archebifchop  of  Glafgow,  anent 
the  confeflioun,  and  hole  circumftanceis,  of  that  long  obfcured  and  moft 
ha\-nous  and  inexcufable  offence  comraittit  be  the  Lord  of  Balmerinoch 
aganis  your  credite,  honour  and  reputatioun,  quhairin  as  fenfible  and  feel- 
ing memberis  of  fo  glorious  and  gratious  a  head,  finding  oure  awne  inter- 
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efle,  greif  and  forrow,  that  your  maiefteis  mofl  famous  and  vnfpot[te]d 
name,  honnour  and  credite  (whiche  your  lieynes  to  this  houre  hes  fo  reli- 
giouflie  confervit  in  all  puritie),  fould  haue  bene  fo  vnworthelie,  and  in 
fo  heich  a  point  broght  in  queflioun  by  ony  of  our  nomber,  who  hes  that 
honnour  to  be  fcledled  be  your  raaieftie  to  the  cheif  credite  of  your  fer- 
uice  heir.  So,  with  mofl  joyfull,  humble  and  thankfull  hairtis  to  God, 
we  acknowledge  that  grite  bliffing  and  benefeit,  whiche  it  hes  pleafit  his 
divine  maieftie  to  fliowe  vnto  your  heynes,  by  the  detecting  and  difco- 
uerie  of  that  purpois,  and  vindicating  the  finceritie  and  innocencie  of 
your  royall  hairt,  frome  all  fufpitioun  of  the  wrangous  and  vniufl  im- 
putationis,  whilkis  your  heynes  vndirlay  thairin,  manifefling  thairby,  his 
divyne  cair  and  prouidence,  whiche  he  hes  evir  had  over  your  facred  per- 
fone,  honnour  and  eflate,  and  in  what  deteftatioun  he  holdeth  all  prac- 
tizeis  and  purpoifs  preiuditiall  thairvnto.  And  wheras  in  the  cenfuring 
of  this  faiSl  befoir  your  maiefteis  honourable  preuy  Counfaill  of  that  king- 
dome,  thay  (be  your  maiefteis  dire6lioun  we  doubt  not)  haue  remittit 
the  full  tryall  thairof  to  the  lawis  and  formis  of  this  cuntrey,  with  mony 
demonftrationis  and  oppin  fpeecheis,  twiching  the  goode  opinioun  thay 
half  of  the  equitie  of  our  lawis,  and  finceritie  of  oure  affe^lionis,  in  all 
your  maiefteis  feruiceis,  we  half  not  onlie  infinite  occafioun,  with  all  hu- 
militie,  firft  to  thank  your  facred  maieftie,  and  nixt  thame,  for  fo  refpedliue 
a  referuatioun  to  ws  of  that  whiche  your  maieftie  knowis  to  be  dew  to  the 
priuilege  and  freedome  of  this  your  antient  and  nobill  crowne,  hot  we 
hoip,  God  willing,  to  gif  vnto  your  maieftie  a  prooffe,  that  with  all  fide- 
litie,  cair  and  finceritie,  we  fall  profequute  and  follow  oute  whateuir  it 
fall  pleas  your  facred  maieftie  in  your  princelie  wifdome  to  command, 
alfweele  in  this  as  in  ony  vther  thing  els,  twicheing  your  heynes  in  hon- 
nour and  eftate.  And  in  the  meantyme,  yf  ony  of  your  maiefteis  fub- 
ieftis  hes  bene  or  falbe  fo  vndeutifull,  fooliihe,  and  vnworthie,  as  to  gif 
oute  ony  fals  brwteis  or  rumours,  aganis  the  vndoubtit  treuth  and  veritie 
of  this  mater,  or  to  the  extenuating  thairof  in  ony  point,  we  fall  not  faill 
fo  exafillie  to  examine,  try  and  pvniftie  the  fame,  as  vtheris  falbe  terrifeit 
to  fall  in  the  lyke  errour  thairefter  :  And  fua  praying  God  ftill  to  vpholde 
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your  maieftie  with  all  your  royall  progenie,  vnder  his  divyne  and  faderlit' 
protedlioun  and  faulfgaird,  we  reft  for  euir 

Edinburgh,  the  faxt  of  December  1G08. 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubietlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Bukclughe. 

A.  Mar.  R.  Ker. 

Perthe.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Sanctandrois.  p.  Rollok. 

LoTHiANE.  Robert  Melvill. 

J.   TORPHECHIN.  J.   CoKBURNE. 

Halyrudhous.  R.  Cokburne. 

Bewly.  S«.  Th.  Hamilton. 

Ross. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


XXXIX.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

As  we  wer  commanded  be  your  maiefties  letter,  we  called  Sir 
Gedeon  Murray,  and  fum  of  the  laird  of  Johneftons  freindis,  before  \vs, 
and  having  reffaued  fik  information  as  thay  could  giue  ws,  alfweill  con- 
cerning the  Lord  Maxwellis  burning  of  fum  houfes,  and  flaughter  of  fum 
men  in  Dalfibbill,  as  anent  the  laird  of  Johneftons  mourthour.  We  haue 
concluded,  that  fummondis  of  forfaltour  fall  be  raifed  aganis  him,  for 
bothe  thefe  crymes,  whilk  in  refpe6l  of  his  being  furth  of  this  cuntrey, 
mon  be  execute  vpon  thriefcoir  dayes  wairning,  and  to  fik  ane  day  of  com- 
peirance,  as  ather  the  lordis  of  Parlement,  or  your  maiefties  Commiflion- 
aris  of  Parliament  mon  fit :  And  thairfore  we  will  moft  humblie  defyre 
your  maieftie  to  let  ws  knaw  your  gude  pleafour  anent  the  tyme  your 
maieftie  will  haue  him  fummond  to.    We  haue  alfo  advyfed,  as  your  ma- 
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ieftie  commanded  ws,  anent  the  appeirant  euent  of  that  perfute,  wliairin 
we  think  the  crymes  treafonabill,  be  the  a6lis  of  Parhament,  and  fuppone 
that  his  guiltines  fall  hinder  him  to  compeir.  Dot  becaus  we  heir  that 
fum  defences  may  be  pretended  for  fum  horningis  extant,  aganes  the 
vmqvdiill  laird  of  Johnefton,  and  the  reft,  who  wer  flayne  be  the  Lord  Max- 
well, and  fum  commiffions,  whilkis  may  perhappis  be  alledged  to  have 
bene  his  warrandis :  in  thefe  fa6tis  we  haue  dire6led  the  laird  of  Johne- 
ftones  freindis,  and  thay  haue  vndertane  to  vfe  all  poffibill  diligence  to 
remoue  all  knowne  impedimentis,  and  to  furneis  fufficient  probation  aganis 
him.  And  as  we  fall  vnderftand  your  maiefties  farder  pleafour  heirin, 
we  fall  moft  faithfullie  endeuore  oure  felfis  to  fie  it  dewlie  performed, 
with  Goddis  grace,  whom  we  moft  hairtelie  pray  long  to  preferue  your 
moft  facred  maieftie  in  helth,  contentment  and  profperitie.  Edinburgh, 
this  14  December  1608. 

Your  facred  Maiefteis  moft  humbill  and 
faithfuU  feruandis, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 
Jo.  Prestoun. 
S''.  JoHNE  Skene. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


xl.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reflaued  your  maiefteis  proclaraatioun  anent  the  reftrent  of 
tranfporting  of  tymmer,  and  having  red  and  at  grite  lenth  confiderit  the 
fame,  we  can  not  bot  rander  vnto  your  heynes  oure  moft  humble  thankis  for 
that  gratious  and  confortable  rememberance  and  cair  whiche  your  maieftie 
doeth  ftill  hald  over  this  eftate,  that  althoght  your  heynes  be  abfent  in 
perfone,  yitt  by  your  lyvelie  and  holefome  dire6lionis  in  euerie  thing 
whiche  may  importe  the  goode  of  this  commounweele,  your  maieftie  is 
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ever  prefent.  And  wberas  the  experience  of  the  vndoubtit  reafoun,  of  all 
your  maiefteis  direclionis  myght  haue  moved  ws,  without  ony  forder 
fcruple,  to  haif  exped  and  publill  this  proclamatioun  in  the  tenor  as  it  is 
confavit,  yit  we  haif  prefomed  to  continew  the  fame  fome  fchorte  fpace, 
and  in  all  reuerence,  to  prefent  vnto  your  heynes  oure  fimple  and  walk 
opinioun  thairanent,  whiche  we  alwayes  fubmitt  to  your  maiefteis  moir 
rair  and  excellent  iudgement.  It  is  notour,  and  we  doubt  not,  bot  your 
maieftie  vnderftandis  fuflicientlie,  that  in  no  tyme  bigane  within  the  me- 
raorie  of  man,  thair  hes  bene  ony  tymmer  tranfported  furth  of  this  king- 
dome,  the  haill  cuntrey  being  almoft  naiked,  and  mony  years  ago  fpoylled 
of  all  the  tymmer  within  the  fame,  fo  that  now  thair  is  no  fuche  quanti- 
tie  thairin,  as  may  ferve  the  hundreth  pairt  of  the  neccflair  vfois  of  the 
fame,  wherby  your  maiefteis  fubiedlis  hes  bene  conftrayned,  vnder  the 
fauour  and  toleratioun  of  other  princes,  to  mak  thair  prouilion  and  fur- 
niffing  of  tymmer,  and  frome  foreyne  pairtis,  to  fupplee  this  defe6l  and 
want  of  thair  awne  cuntrey.  And  now,  yff  vnneceflarlie  and  without 
ground,  cans,  or  neceffitie,  fuche  a  generall  reftrent  falbe  maid  in  this 
kingdome,  it  is  verye  probable  and  liklie  that  other  princes,  vpoun  notice 
thairof,  fall  mak  the  lyke  reftrent  in  thair  boundis,  and  fua  altogidder 
fpoyle  your  maiefteis  fubie6lis  of  that  fo  neceffair  a  benefeit  whiche  goodlie 
thay  can  not  want.  And  thairfoir  (with  your  maiefteis  corredlioun),  we 
think  meete  that  this  generall  reftrent  fall  onlie  be  aftri6lit  to  fuche  par- 
ticulair  wodis  as  your  maieftie  intendis  to  mak  vfe  of,  for  your  awne 
fchipping,  and  vtheris  your  neceflair  adois,  and  that  tlie  proclamatioun 
mak  fpetiall  mentioun  thairof,  wherby  we  are  of  opinioun,  that  it  fall 
euerie  wher  reflaue  a  fauourable  conftruftioun,  and  that  no  holde  falbe 
tane  thairvpoun,  be  ony  foreyne  prince,  to  mak  a  generall  reftrent  within 
thair  boundis,  to  the  preiudice  of  this  cuntrey.  And  as  to  the  other  parte 
of  that  proclamatioun,  tuiching  the  prohibitioun  of  making  of  irne  mylnis 
in  ony  woddis  or  forreftis,  or  deftroying  the  tymmer  thairof,  vpoun  the 
workeing  of  irne,  it  is  thoght  that  the  preparative  thairof  may  carye  fome 
preiudice  to  your  maiefteis  fubie6lis,  who,  by  the  lawis  and  cuftome  of  this 
kingdome,  ar  free  to  mak  vfe  of  thair  awne  commoditeis  within  the  cuntrey, 
to  thair  beft  advantage  ;  and  as  we  vndirftand,  thair  is  not  ane  irne  mylne 
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within  this  cuntrey,  and  the  htle  quantitie  of  irne  that  is  maid  heir,  is  only 
wroght  with  fcroggis,  boughis,  and  brancheis,  and  auld  flolvis  and  cut- 
tingis  of  tymmer,  which  can  ferve  for  no  other  vfe,  and  thairfoir  yff  it  may 
fland  with  your  heynes  pleafour,  we  will  entreate  your  maieflie  to  fuffer 
that  article  to  reft  till  this  approcheing  conuentioun  of  the  efteatis,  that 
then  (feing  it  is  a  commoun  aftioun,  wherin  euery  man  pretendeth  entres), 
it  may  be  reafouned,  difputed,  and  reffaue  au6toritie  accordinglie.  Bot 
in  this,  and  euerie  other  thing  els,  fubmitting  our  felffis  to  your  maiefteis 
princelie  cenfure,  and  humelie  craving  pardoun  of  your  heynes,  for  oure 
prefumptioun  to  continew  that  whiche  in  your  excellent  wifdome,  you  haif 
dire6lit  to  be  done,  we  end  with  oure  hairtie  prayeris  to  God,  for  the  pre- 
feruatioun  of  your  maieftie,  and  all  your  royall  progenye,  in  helth  and 
felicitie.  Frome  your  maiefteis  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  the  29  day  of  De- 
cember 1608. 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Halyrudhol's. 

Sanctandrois.  R.  Cokburne. 

A.  Mar.  Bukclughe. 

Glasgow.  Saltoune. 

Blantyre.  Ross. 

Ja.  B.  of  Orcads.  S*.  Th.  Hamilton. 
J.  Cokburne. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


XLL— KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 

James  R. 

Trustie  and  weilbeloved  counfellour,  we  greit  you  Weill.    Vn- 
derftanding  that  our  lovitt  fervitor  Sir  Patrick  Home  of  Polwart,  hes  fundry 
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actions  depending  before  the  Lords  of  Seffion,  intentit  at  your  inflance 
for  our  interes,  wee  have  thought  mcitt,  hereby,  to  will  yow  to  infift  and 
to  be  earned  for  the  defence  and  fufleyning  of  our  right  and  interes  in 
the  fame,  according  to  fuch  information  as  yow  fall  receave  from  the  faid 
Sir  Patrick  thereanent.  And  als  at  your  inflance  alone,  to  intent  proces 
of  redudlion,  improbatioun,  or  any  other  lawfull  forme  of  perfuite,  vpon 
any  fuch  informatioun,  as  yow  from  him  fall  receave,  concerning  our  right 
and  interes  in  any  of  thefe  cafes  that  are  to  be  moved  ;  ffor  doeing  wher- 
of  thefe  fhalbe  your  warrant,  and  therein  you  fal  doe  vs  acceptable  plea- 
fure  and  fervice,  and  fo  we  bid  yow  farewell.  From  our  court  at  Roifton, 
the  10th  of  January  1609. 

To  our  truflie  and  weilbeloved  Coun- 
fellor  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  of  Bin- 
nie,  Knight,  our  Advocat  in  that  our 
kingdome  of  Scotland. 

Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton. 

His  Maiellies  letter  anent  my  con- 
currence with  the  Laird  of  Poluart 
in  his  adlions  aganis  Robert  Home 
of  the  Heuch. 


Under  his  Majeflys  seal. 


Reflauit  from  the  Laird  of  Poluart, 
10  Feb.  1609. 


XLII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

This  conuentioun  of  your  maielleis  efteatis,  whiche  your  heynes, 
oute  of  your  mofl  gratious  and  religious  difpolitioun,  towards  the  advance- 


64  THE   MELROS   PAPERS. 

inent  of  the  trew  antient  apoflolik  faith,  prefenthe  profeflit  in  this  king- 
dome,  and  for  fuppvefling  the  aduerfaries  thairof,  did  appoint  to  be  hal- 
din  at  this  tyme,wes  moll  folemneUe  keipit,  be  the  nobilmen  andvtheris,fe- 
ledlitbe  your  maieftie  for  that  purpois,  few  or  none  of  the  haill  being  abfent, 
vnto  whome  thofe  grave,  wyfe  and  godhe  overtouris  and  propofitionis  fend 
doune  be  your  maieftie,  alfweele  for  kirk  as  poHcie,  being  at  grite  lenth  pro- 
poned and  oppynnit  vp,  we  cannot concealefrome your heynes  the  exceiding 
grite  joy  and  glaidnes  whiche  that  haill  melting  apprehendit  vpoun  the 
conlideratioun  of  fo  lyvelie  taikynis  and  argumentis  of  the  tender  cair 
and  faderlie  affe6lioun,  wherwith  your  maieftie  doeth  ftill  affefil  thame, 
whairin  thay  and  we  do  acknowledge  oure  felffis  infinitlie  bundin  to  the 
goodnes  of  oure  God,  who,  in  his  grite  mercye,  hes  grantit  vnto  ws  fo 
gratious,  religious  and  confortable  a  king,  vnder  whofe  bliffit  and  happy 
gouernment  we  half  fo  grite  peace  in  our  kirk,  and  fo  grite  tranquillitie 
in  oure  privat  efteatis,  that  althoght  your  maieftie  be  abfent  in  perfone, 
yitt  the  confortable  effedlis  of  your  royall  prefence,  by  your  royall  and 
holefome  diredlionis,  doeth  ever  accompany  ws ;  for  the  whiche,  with  all 
dew  reuerence,  in  name  of  the  haill  efteatis  (who,  with  mony  protefta- 
tionis,  ofTerit  thame  felffis  reddy  with  thair  haill  power  and  freindfchip  to 
hald  hand  to  the  furtherance  and  executioun  of  all  your  maiefteis  prince- 
lie  dire6lionis)  we  rander  vnto  your  heynes  our  moft  humble  thankis.  All 
thofe  diredlionis  and  propofitionis,  bothe  for  kirk  and  policie,  wer  moft 
vnanimelie  imbraceit,  and  accordinglie  ina6led.  Onlie  that  anent  the 
revifling,  whiche  your  maieftie  hes  fo  gravelie  and  wyfelie  fett  doun  in 
feuerall  brancheis  and  headis,  hes  reflauit  a  delay  till  this  approcheing 
parliament,  becaus  the  panes  and  pvnifliement,  anfuerable  to  the  qualitie 
of  thofe  feuerall  brancheis  and  headis,  could  not,  in  refpe6l  of  the  fchort- 
nes  of  tyme,  reffaue  a  prefent  determinatioun.  Alwayes  commiflioun  is 
gevin  to  certane  for  euery  eftate,  to  meete  and  reafoun  vpoun  that  mater, 
and  to  repoirt  thair  opinioun  to  the  parliament,  whorin  we  ar  of  opinioun 
that  the  ordour  fo  wyfelie  prefcryved  be  your  maieftie,  falbe  the  fquair 
and  reule  of  thair  doingis.  Offall  that  wes  paft  and  enaiSled  at  this  melt- 
ing we  half  fend  the  copyis  to  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  your  maiefteis  Secre- 
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f  arie,  to  be  fliawne  to  your  heynes  :  And  fua  ending  with  our  humble  and 
hairty  prayeiis  to  God  for  the  preferuatioun  of  your  facred  maieflie, 
and  your  royall  progenye  in  all  happines  and  felicitie,  we  reft  for  ever 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obcdyent 
fubieCtis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  28  January  1609- 


Al.  Cancells. 
Craford. 
A.  Mar. 

Cassillis. 

DOUMBAR. 

Glencairne. 

LlNLYTHGOW. 
WiGTOUN. 

Kingorne. 


Lothiane. 

Saltoune. 

a.  wchiltrie. 

Blantyre. 

Halyrudhous. 

p.   RoLLOK. 

r.  cokburne. 

Sb.  Th.  Hamilton. 

J.   CoKBURNE. 


To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie, 


XLIII._SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Please  your  most  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Haveing  refTaued  from  the  Erie  of  Dumbar,  the  Lord  Balmeri- 
noes  confeffion  of  his  moft  heynous  offenfis,  committed  aganis  your  ma- 
ieftie, togidder  with  your  maiefties  two  letters  conteaning  fum  materiall 
poyntis  of  his  cairiage,  in  the  pradleifing  of  that  mifcheivous  pourpofe, 
not  conteaned  in  his  confeffion,  I  have  according  to  the  iufte  and  wyfe 
dire6lion  of  your  princelie  letters,  formed  his  dittay  heirwith,  to  be  pre- 

I 
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fented  to  your  maieftie,  to  the  effetil  that  thefe  treafonabill  crymes,  which 
otFered  fo  dangerous  woundis  to  your  immaculat  fame  and  royall  honour, 
being  conlidered  be  your  mod  excellent  jugement,  that  which  is  imper- 
fyte  in  my  frame  of  this  dittay,  may  be  amended  by  your  maieflies  mofl 
iudicious  cenfure.  I  haue  alfo  reflaued  from  my  Lord  Dumbar,  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  graue  and  learned  ciuilians,  prefented  to  your  maieftie 
concerning  this  fame  fa6l,  whairin  thay  haue  exprefled  thair  fufficiencie 
in  thair  profeffion  and  faithfull  affedlion  to  your  maiefties  feruice,  hot 
being  vnacquented  with  the  grounds  and  courfe  of  oure  criminall  iuftice 
heir,  have  leaned  to  fum  warrandis,  whairvpon  I  dar  not  weill  relye,  be- 
caus  I  forefie,  that  I  am  to  perfew  ane  man  more  fkilfuU  to  pleade  his  lyfe, 
nor  any  that  wes  broglit  to  the  bar  in  this  your  maiefties  kingdome  thir 
hundreth  yeiris  bygane,  and  who  may  expc6l  fuche  afliftancc  of  the  beft 
of  oure  lawers,  as  many  vthers  offendours  moft  guilt ie  of  hieft  crymes 
hes  fund  heirtofore  ;  and  albeit,  I  think  that  the  fentence  gevin  aganis 
him,  be  his  owne  confcience,  and  the  vndeniabill  treuth  of  the  cryme  con- 
firmed be  his  owne  confeffion,  fould  takfrom  him  all  defyre  of  contradic- 
tion, and  hope  of  any  gude  by  his  defence,  yet  knowing  it  to  be  my  dew- 
tie,  to  be  reddie  for  the  worft,  which  he  or  his  afliftants  can  be  abill  to 
intend,  I  fall  be  cairefuU  fo  to  prepaire  all  thinges  neceflar  for  that  per- 
fute,  as  your  maieftie,  with  Goddis  grace,  fall  haue  full  fatiffa6lion  by  the 
performance  of  your  royall  commandement,  in  the  verie  forme  and  fub- 
ftance  whilk  your  maieftie  hes  prefcryved,  gif  the  Judges  do  that  dewtie, 
whilk  in  reafon  and  iuftice  thay  owe,  and  I  dowt  not  will  faithfullie  per- 
forme  to  your  maieftie,  fpeciallie  feing  my  Lord  of  Dumbar  is  to  be  ane 
ey  witnes  of  thair  proceidingis,  whois  caire  hes  bene  fuche,  in  directing  the 
firft  pairt  of  the  proces,  which  lyes  to  my  chairge,  and  exadling  accompt 
of  my  diligence  thairin,  that  vfeing  the  lyke  with  the  reft  of  the  members 
of  that  iugement,  as  I  am  affured  he  will,  thay  will  neither  get  leifour 
nor  leive  to  negledl  or  oueriie  thair  dewtie.  In  my  chairge  his  in- 
ftance  fall  be  bot  fpurris  to  ane  faft  running  hors,  yet  I  can  not  deny  that 
his  jugement  hes  availled  to  remark  and  reforme  dyuers  thinges  to  the 
better.  So  wifliing  to  your  maieftie  in  this  and  all  vther,  your  royall  dif- 
feins,  moft  honorabill  and  happie  fucces,  and  to  my  felf  your  maiefties 
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gracious  acceptance  of  the  weak  indeuours  of  ane  mod  faithfiill  hairt, 
and  afte6lion  in  your  maieflies  feruice,  I  commit  your  moll  excellent  ma- 
iellie  to  Godds  blifled  protection.     Edinburgh,  this  9  Febr.  1609- 

Your  mofl  facred  Maiefties  mofl  faithfuU 
and  mofl  bunden  feruant, 

S".  Tii.  Hamilton. 
To  the  Kingis  mofl  excellent  Maieftie. 


xliv.—sir  thomas  hamilton  to  king  james  vi. 

Please  your  most  Sacked  Maiestie, 

AcKNOULEDGEiNG  my  felf  bund  in  dewtie  to  rander  accompt  to 
your  maieftie  of  the  feruices  properlie  belonging  and  committed  to  my 
chairge,  I  haue  tane  the  bouldnes  to  wryte  of  oure  progres  in  the  for- 
faultours  intented  aganis  the  Lord  Maxwell,  and  the  memorie  of  Reftal- 
rig  before  the  Lordis  of  Articles.  Oure  firft  proceiding  wes  aganis  the 
Lord  Maxwell,  whairin  albeit  thair  wes  no  compeirance  for  the  defendar, 
yet  fum  of  the  Lordis  of  Articles  kything  more  fcrupulous  and  precife  in 
fmdrie  povntis  of  that  proces,  nor  we  did  forefie  or  fufpe6l,  and  heiring 
thairefter,  that  fmdrie  of  that  number  had  preconfaued  hard  opinions  of 
Reftalrigs  proces,  the  knouledge  thairof,  whilk  wroght  feir  and  miftruft 
in  the  mpides  of  dyuers  your  maiefties  weill  affedled  feruandis,  did  breid 
in  the  Erie  of  Dumbar  fuche  caire  and  feruencie,  to  remoue  thefe  impe- 
dimentis,  that  bending  his  wittis  in  more  paflionat  maner,  nor  he  vfis  to 
expres  in  common  and  indifferent  maters,  he  did  trauell  fo  earniftlie  with 
the  nobilmen  and  haill  remanent  Lordis  of  Articles,  and  folicited  fum  of 
the  moft  learned  and  beft  experimented  of  your  maiefties  Counfall  to  fur- 
neis  reafons  and  light,  to  the  cleiring  of  the  probation  of  that  moft  hay- 
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nous  treafoun,  and  gaue  to  my  felf  fo  earnift  chairge  and  fiirneiffed  fo 
pregnant,  judicious,  and  cleir  groundis,  to  confirme  the  fummondis,  and 
manifefte  the  viue  circumftances  thairof  to  the  worlde,  that  he  left  no  tra- 
uell  to  me,  hot  the  repetition  of  the  fubftance  of  his  information  ;  to  the 
whilk  haveing  fo  neirlie  conformed  my  difcourfe  as  poffibhe  I  could,  it 
pleafed  God,  that  the  Lordis  of  Articles  being  happelie  prepared  be  the 
depofitions  of  dyuers  honeft  men  of  the  minillrie,  and  vther  famous  wit- 
neffis,  who  recognofcing  vmquhill  Reftalrigs  handwrit  in  his  treafonabill 
miffiues  produced  be  me,  with  verie  fenfibill  and  forcibill  reafons  and 
caufes,  of  thair  conftant  and  confident  affirmation,  that  thefe  miflfiues 
wer  writtin  be  him.  Whan  the  probation  of  the  fummondis  wes  referred 
to  the  Lordis  votes,  thay  fand  uniformallie,  all  in  ane  voce,  the  faid  fum- 
mondis to  be  fo  cloirlie  provin,  that  thay  feimed  to  contend  who  fould  be 
abill  mofl  zealoullie  to  expres  the  fatiffadlion  of  his  hairt,  not  onlie  be 
moft  pithie  wourdis,  hot  be  tearis  of  joy,  dyuers  of  the  beft  rank  confefl- 
ing  that  that  whairof  thay  dowted  at  thair  entrie  in  the  howfe,  wes  now  fo 
manifefl  that  thay  behoued  to  efteme  thame  traitours,  who  fould  any 
longer  refufe  to  declaire  thair  afllired  refolution  of  the  treuth  of  that  trea- 
foun. Sua  hoping  your  maieftie  will  graciouflie  pardoun  my  boldnes  in 
offering  to  your  maieftie,  this  rude  relation  of  thir  pourpofes,  concerning 
my  chairge  in  your  maiefties  feruice,  I  befeik  God,  who  hes  fo  merciful- 
lie  preferued  your  maieftie  from  the  horribill  devyffes  of  your  develifli  en- 
nemies,  and  fo  miracouluflie  dete6led  thair  hellifli  pra6lifes,  long  to  pro- 
te6l  and  preferue  your  maieftie  from  all  hairmes  and  dangers,  and  to 
grant  to  your  maieftie  all  happines  and  contentment.  Edinburgh,  this 
21  Junij  1609. 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  bundin     • 
and  faithfull  feruant, 

S"^.  Th.  Hamilton. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 
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XLV._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  Soueraxe, 

The  Lord  of  Scone,  your  maiefleis  lait  Comptrollair,  compeir- 
ing  this  dav  bofoir  ws,  complenit  of  ane  havye  fclander  and  imputatioun 
whiche  he  vndirlyis,  by  a  repoirt  maid  to  your  facred  niaieflie,  that  he, 
in  the  tyme  of  his  comptrollarie,  vpoun  fome  privat  conditioun  and  pac- 
tioun,  betwix  him  and  the  cuftomary,  had  defraudit  your  maieftie  yeir- 
lie  of  the  foume  of  v.  m.  merkis,  wherof  he  humelie  craved  that  he  myght 
be  tryed.  We  having  hard  him  in  this  mater,  convenit  befoir  ws,  fome 
fpeciallis  of  the  cuftomaris,  and  flraitlie  examinat  thame,  vpoun  the  treuth 
of  that  conditioun  pail  betuix  tlie  Lord  of  Scone  and  thame,  who  vpoun 
thair  grite  oathis  declairit,  that  quhen  thay  maid  fute  for  the  lafl  tak  of 
the  cuftomes,  thay  delt  and  trauellit  with  the  Lord  of  Scone  to  be  thair 
freind,  and  offerit  vnto  him  ane  thowfand  crownes  yeirhe  to  purchafe  vnto 
thame  ane  new  tak  for  payment  of  the  auld  dewtie,  and  that  he  by  thair 
knowlege  or  confent,  eiked  this  thowfand  crownes  whiche  thay  had  def- 
tinat  vnto  him  felff,  vnto  the  dewytie  of  your  maieflies  tak,  and  that  thair 
wes  no  other  promeis,  bargane  nor  conditioun  betwix  thame,  the  tyme  of 
thair  purcheffing  of  the  faid  tak,  and  that  fome  fax  oulkis  thairefter,  thay, 
for  encourageing  of  him  to  be  thair  freind,  and  to  ftand  be  thame,  in  cais 
thair  tak  wer  quarrelHt,  offerit  vnto  him  to  mak  him  a  partyner  with  him 
in  thair  advantage,  and  that  thay  aggreit  amangis  thame  felffis  to  gif 
him  three  portionis,  and  that  his  pairt  of  the  advantage,  with  allowance 
of  three  portionis,  extendit  yeirly  to  v.  m.  merkis  or  thairaboute,  whiche 
foume  thay  aCFermed  that  thay  had  payed,  pourpoiflie  to  cans  thair  new 
vndirtakairs  pay  the  fame  vnto  your  maieflie.  This  is  all  that  we  haif 
tryed  in  this  mater,  whiche  we  remitt  vnto  your  maiellies  princelie  cen- 
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fure.     Sua  recommending  your  facred  maieftie  and  all  your  royall  pro- 
genie  vnto  Godis  protedlioun,  we  reft  for  ever 

Edinburgh,  xj  Auguft  1609. 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^-  Ja.  B.  of  Orcads. 

DuMBAR.  S".  T.  Hamilton. 

Glasgow.  James  Hay. 

WiGTOuN.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Blantyre.  Clericus  Registri. 
Halyrudhous. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie,  etc. 


XLVI.— KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 

James  R. 

Trusty  and  weilbeloued  Counfellour,  we  greit  you  weill :  Have- 
ing  beine  certefied  by  oure  right  trufty  coufeing  and  counfellour  the  Earle 
of  Dumbar,  of  the  great  paines  taken  by  you,  in  the  formeing  and  draw- 
ing vpp  of  certane  articles,  to  be  moved  at  this  enfewing  parliament,  and 
vpoun  our  revifing  of  the  famyn,  finding  that  the  repoirte  maid  of  your 
caire  and  diligence  in  that  mater  hade  very  goode  groundes,  we  culd  not 
omitt  bot  to  tak  fpeciall  notice  thereof,  and  to  thank  you  moft  heartelye 
thairfore,  affureing  you,  that  thefe  and  the  lyik  proofes  and  tryellis  that 
we  half  had  of  your  cairfulnes,  zeale  and  affe6lion  to  oure  fervice,  falbe 
fo  regiftrat  in  oure  memorye,  as  we  fall  pretermitt  no  occalioun,  where- 
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by  we  may  fchow  our  felfes  myndful  thereof,  and  expe6ling  of  you  a  con- 
tinowance  of  thofe  your  dewtifull  endevours,  as  you  wald  therein  do  ws  ac- 
ceptable fervice,  we  bid  you  heartlye  fairweill.  From  our  court  at  White- 
hall, the  9th  of  May  I6O9. 

To  oure  truftye  and  weilbeloued 
counfellour,  Sir  Thomas  Ha- 
miltoun  of  Bynnye,  knight, 
oure  Aduocat. 


Indorfed  bv  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton 


"  His  Maieflies  mod  gratious  accep- 
tance of  my  faithfull  zeale  in  his 
heynes  feruice,  9  May  1609." 


Vnder  his  Majeflys  Seal. 


XLVIL— KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 


James  R. 

Trusty  and  weilbeloued  Counfellour,  we  greit  you  weill :  Where- 
as the  lyverent  of  the  Earle  of  Erroll  is  now  fallin,  and  become  in  oure 
handis  by  his  excoramunicatioun,  and  adiudged  vpoun  perfuite  maid  at 
oure  inftance  to  pertene  vnto  ws,  and  now  vnderftanding,  that  there  be 
many  a6lionis  depending  there  before  oure  Seffioun  aganis  the  faid  earle, 
moft  pairt  whereof  might  eafelye  be  elydit  by  fufficient  defenfes,  which 
can  noway  be  proponit  in  the  faid  earles  name,  in  regaird  of  his  prefent 
caice  and  eftate.  We  haif  therefore  thoght  fitt,  inrefpedl  of  oure  interes, 
to  will  and  requyre  you,  in  oure  name  to  defend  in  the  faidis  caufs :  and 
becaus  it  will  requyre  fome  fpace  of  tyme,  that  you  may  be  particular- 
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lye  informed  of  the  whole  particulare  eftaite  of  everye  one  of  thefe  cauffes, 
and  in  that  regaird  haue  writtin  to  oure  faid  Seffioun,  to  continow  dur- 
ing this  fonier  tyme,  all  a6lionis  and  caufs  depending  aganis  the  faid 
earle,  that  againfl,  the  nixt  fitting,  you  may  be  fo  prepared  for  defending 
in  all  thefe  bufynes,  as  rather  the  want  of  compearance  (which  is  not 
now  in  the  faid  earles  power),  nor  his  collufioun  with  his  adverfarye, 
(which  in  fome  foirt  may  be  fufpedled),  do  any  way  defraud  ws  of  the 
benefite  of  the  faid  lyverent,  which  is  dew  vnto  ws,  and  heirin  you  fall 
do  ws  acceptable  fervice.  We  bid  you  fairweill.  From  oure  Court  at 
Grenewiche,  the  xx\'j"'  of  May  I609. 

To  our  truflie  and  weilbeloved  coun- 
fellour.  Sir  Thomas  Hamiltoun 
of  Binnye,  knight,  our  Advo- 
cat,  in  that  our  kingdome  of 
Scotland. 


Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton 


"  Anent  the  Erie  of  Errols  a6lions,  26 
May  1609." 


Under  his  Majefly's  Seal. 


XLVIII.—KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 

James  R. 

Trusty  and  welbeloued  Counfellour  wee  greete  yow  well. 
This  adlion  depending  before  our  College  of  Juflice  betwix  the  Lord 
Herice  and  our  feruantes.  Sir  Robert  Douglas  and  James  Maxwell, 
(whereof  yow  are  not  ignorant),  wee  haue  thought  good  to  recomende 
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to  your  fpeciall  furtherance,  for,  feeing  the  one  of  our  faid  feruantes 
is  prefently  employed  in  our  feruice  beyonde  the  feas,  and  the  other 
(though  hardly  to  be  fpared  from  his  perfonall  attendaunce  vpon  our  fer- 
uice heir)  hath  for  a  fmall  time  begged  our  licence  to  profequute  that 
bufynes  there,  we  do  require  yow  (as  your  office  of  it  felfe  doth  binde 
vow),  to  employ  the  bed  of  your  meanes  to  caufc  that  matter  to  be 
brought  to  the  defired  point  in  the  behalfe  of  our  faid  feruantes,  for  wee 
fee  no  reafon  why  the  Lord  Herice  flioulde  haue  the  benefite  of  that, 
which  his  parentes  and  predeceflbrs  haue  diuers  times  in  a  maner  dif- 
clamed,  in  not  acknowledging  the  fame  to  be  theirs,  refufing  to  be  an- 
fwerable  for  the  fame.  Thus,  looking  for  your  fauorable  diligence  in  this 
mater,  together  with  the  good  effedles  of  the  fame,  wee  bid  yow  farewell. 
From  our  Courte  att  Grenewich  the  xxix"'  of  Maij  I609. 

To  our  truftie  and  weilbeloved  Coun- 
fellour,  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  of 
Binnye,  knight,  our  Advocat  in 
that  our  kingdome  of  Scotland. 

Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton : 

"  Ja.  Maxwell  and  Sir  Robert  Douglas  " 

Vnder  his  Majeflys  Seal. 


XLIX.—KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 
.I.\MES  R. 

Trusty  and  weilbeloued  Counfellour,  we  greit  you  weill.  Haveing 
vnderflood  by  lettres  from  oure  right  truftie  and  right  weil  beloued  coufe- 
ing  and  counfellour,  the  Erie  of  Dumbar,  and  alfo  by  repoirt  maid  by  the 
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Lord  Burley,  (who  wes  ane  eyewitnes  of  the  fame),  of  the  great  paines, 
cair  and  dihgence  vfed,  and  dexteritye  kyithed  by  you  in  the  tyme  of  this 
lait  feffioun  of  parliament  of  that  oure  kingdome,  in  the  keeping,  fiirder- 
ing  and  aduanceing  of  our  fervice  thereat,  and  procureing  of  fo  plaufable 
and  wiflied  fucces,  to  all  fuche  thinges  as  in  our  name  wer  moved  to  our 
eftaites,  we  culd  not  hot  tak  very  fpeciall  notice  thereof,  and  heirby 
to  lignifie  vnto  you  tlie  great  contentment  we  haue  receaved  thereby, 
thanking  you  mofl  heartly  for  the  fame,  and  aflureing  you  that  as  occa- 
fioun  fall  offer,  we  fall  not  be  vnmyndfull  thereof,  and  fo  biddis  you 
heartlye  fairweill.    From  oure  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  ix"'  of  July  I6O9. 


To  oure  truflye  and  weilbeloued  Coun- 
fellour,  Sir  Thomas  Hamiltoun  of 
Binnye,  knight,  oure  Aduocatt. 

Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  : 


His  Maiefties  gracious  acceptation 
of  my  feruice  in  the  Parlement, 
1609,  July  1609." 


L.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DUMBAR. 


After  oure  verie  hairtlie  commendationis  to  your  goode  L[ord- 
fliip]  according  to  ane  diredlioun  fend  doun  frome  his  maieftie,  to  the 
Archebifchop  of  St  Androis  and  Lord  Scone,  anent  the  examinatioun  of 
Maifler  Johnne  Fairfoull,  for  praying  for  the  banillied  brethrene,  thay 
had  the  faid  maifler  Johnne  befoir  thame,  the  faxtene  of  this  inflant,  and 
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at  grite  lenth  hard  him  vpoun  that  mater,  and  exhibit  his  depofitionis  to 
the  Counfell  in  the  afternoone.  Maifter  Johnne  is  ordanit  to  be  fiim- 
mond  to  compeir  befoir  the  Counfaill  vpoun  Thurfday  nixt,  at  whiche 
tyme,  fuche  ordour  falbe  tane  with  him,  for  pvnilheing  of  that  his  errour 
and  offence,  as  fliall  gif  vnto  his  maieftie  fatiffa6lioun.  Sua  recomend- 
ing  your  goode  lordfliip  vnto  Godis  prote6lioun,  we  reft 

Your  Lordfhipis  very  aflliired  goode  freindis, 

Halyrudhgus. 
Jo.  Prestoun. 

R.   CoKBURNE. 

S''.  T.  Hamilton. 
Clericus  Registri. 


[^Poftfcriptum^ 

Your  Lordfliip  fall  heirwith  reffaue  the  copy  of  his  depofitionis  to  be 
fliowne  VTito  his  maieftie,  at  your  Lordfliipis  beft  oportunitie,  and  that 
your  Lordfliip  will  returne  vnto  ws  his  maiefties  pleafure  heiranent. 


17  Nouember  1609- 


To  the  Right  Noble,  oure  verye  hon- 
ourable goode  Lord,  the  Erll  of 
Dumbar,  Lord  Heich  Thefaurair  of 
Scotland,  and  of  his  Maiefteis  moft 
honnorable  Preuy  Counfell,  etc. 
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LI._THE  LORDS  OF  SESSION  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Pleis  your  Sacrat  Maiestie, 

QuHAiRAs  it  pleafit  your  facrat  maieftie  to  declare  all  thais 
places  in  Seflioun  quhilk  wes  poflell  be  the  four  extraordinarie  lords  to  be 
voyde,  and  to  difchairge  everie  one  of  thame  of  all  forder  priviledge 
competent  to  thame  be  the  fame,  as  your  hienes  warrant  fent  to  us  for 
that  effedl  dois  recorde;  and  we  haveing  in  mynde  that  one  of  thay  places 
wes  poflell  be  Maifler  Peter  RoUock  of  Piltoun,  (the  otheris  thre  being 
now  filled  according  to  the  command  fent  frome  your  facrat  maieftie  to 
ws,  quhairunto  we  moft  willinglie  in  all  humble  and  deutifull  forte  obeyit,) 
wald  thairfore,  if  it  fo  micht  ftand  with  your  maiefties  moft  gratious 
pleafure,  in  all  humble  maner,  recommend  to  your  maieftie  fauorable 
conlideratioun  the  afoirfaid  Maifter  Peter  Rollock,  laft  pofleflbr  of  one 
of  the  faidis  placeis ;  one,  quho  haveing  fpent  the  moft  of  tyme  in  learn- 
ing, alfueill  without,  as  within,  your  maiefties  kingdomes,  and  euir  fence 
in  the  attendance  in  Seflioun,  and  your  maiefties  other  feruices,  quhom 
now  being  of  gritter  age,  we  half  fund,  and  thairof  will  geve  teftification 
to  your  hienes,  to  haue  caried  alwayis  him  felf  in  thais  feruices  that  none 
wes  more  fordwart  thairin,  none  more  willing  to  difchairge  that  dewtie 
to  all  vour  hienes  fubiedlis,  quhilk  wes  requifite  and  expeftit  frome  him; 
and  with  quhom  we,  for  oure  awin  entrefs,  had  fufficient  contentment  and 
fatiffadlioun,  as  quhom  of  none  to  oure  knawledge  ather  iuftlie  could  or 
evir  did  complane.  Moft  humble  defyiring  your  gratious  maieftie,  if  he 
have  not  fallin  into  fum  vyde  overficht,  (quhairwith  we,  for  oure  felfis, 
ar  not  acquent,)  and  if  fo  it  micht  ftand  with  your  maiefties  goode  will 
and  plefure,  (quhilk  to  us  is  and  ever  falbe  the  fouerane  law,  knawing 
how  iuft  and  lauthfuU  the  famyn  ever  hes  bene,)  that  your  facrat  maieftie 
wald  be  pleafed  to  reftore  and  admit  him  to  that  place  agane,  quhilk,  be 
your  maiefties  bountiefull  permiflioun,  he  hes  pofl!*eft  in  Seflioun  of 
before,  quherin  we  hope  he  falbe  fo  encouraged  to  proceid,  and  go  on,  in 
regaird  of  this,  and  your  maiefties  monifald  vyde  fauors  towards  him,  that 
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no  blemifch  falbe  fund  quhilk  iulllie  may  merite  the  fchairpnes  of  your 
niaiefties  cenfure.  So  wifoheing  your  maieftie  long  lyfe,  mod  happie 
and  profperous  raigne,  we  commit  your  maieftie  to  the  eviilalling  pro- 
tedlioun  of  the  Moft  Hegh. 


Edinburgh,  xj"'  Jan.  lOlO. 


Your  Maieflies  moft  faithfull  ant 
obedient  feruitouris, 


Al.  Cancell^  l.P.D. 
A.  Drlmmond. 

KiLSAYTH. 

Edzell. 

j.  cokburne. 

A.  Hamilton. 

TUNGLAND. 
QUHITTINGHAM. 


R.   CoKBURNE. 

Jo.  Prestoun. 
L.  Craig. 
A.  Hay. 

Maircairny. 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

Clericus  Registri. 


To  tlie  King  his  moil  facrat  Maieftie. 


Lll.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

Haveing  reffaued  commandment  frome  your  facred  maieftie,  to 
tak  tryall  and  cognitioun  of  the  neceffitie  of  the  vpholding  of  the  har- 
borie  of  your  maicfteis  burgh  of  Air,  the  harme  that  may  enfew  by  decay 
thairof,  the  benefeit  that  this  eftate  may  reffave  by  the  finiiheing  of  that 
worke,  and  of  the  meanes  and  poffibiUitie  of  the  burgh  it  felff  to  accom- 
pliflie  the  fame,  and  to  adverteis  your  maieftie  particularhe  thairof  with 
oure  advife  what  is  fitteft  thairin.  As  with  all  dew  reuerence  we  acknow- 
ledge your  maiefteis  moft  admirable  cair,  and  faderlie  regaird,  towardis 
the  preferuatioun  and  vpholding  of  everye  waik  and  diftreflit  member  of 
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this  commounweele,  whairof  your  facred  maieftie  hes  gevin  fo  ixiony 
notable  prooffis  and  lyvelie  experienceis  to  the  ineftimable  conforte  and 
reiofing  of  all  your  maiefteis  goode  fubieClis,  and  to  the  reviiieing  of 
fome  particulair  memberis  of  this  body,  whilkis  being  at  the  point  of 
vtter  ruyne  and  decay,  and  vnable  of  thame  felfRs  outher  to  reftoir  thair 
awne  eflate,  or  to  concur  with  the  reft  of  tlie  body  in  the  publi6l  atfairis 
of  the  commounweele,  bot  as  dead  and  rottin  memberis  being  almoft 
fallin  fromc  the  body,  haif  yitt  bene,  by  your  maiefties  princelie  fauour, 
bontie,  and  liberalitie,  reftoirit  to  thair  formair  ftrenth  and  bewtye,  and 
ar  now  (to  your  maiefteis  immortaill  praife  and  commendatioun)  in 
viofour  and  ftrenth  to  difcharge  thair  awne  dewteis  accordinglie.     So  for 
difcharge  of  that  commiffioun  concredited  be  your  facred  maieftie  vnto 
ws,  we  convenit  and  mett  vpoun  that  mater,  and  after  the  moft  exa6l 
tryale  and  informatioun  whiche  we  could  haif  thairin,  we  do  find  that  this 
intendit  worke  of  the  reparatioun  of  the  faid  harborie  is  moft  neceffair 
and  expedyent  for  the  honnour,  credite,  and  benefeit  of  the  whole  cun- 
trey;  the  place  it  felff  being  the  onlie  fey  poirt  vpoun  that  haill  coaft 
whair  the  refett  and  difpatche  of  goodis  is  moft  ordinair  and  frequent, 
and  quhair  the  trade  of  navigatioun  is  alwayes  in  praftife;  and  for  nom- 
ber  of  goode  fchippis,  and  Ikilfull  and  able  marinaris,  it  is  the  beft  in 
this  your  maiefteis  kingdome,  Leyth  and  Dundee  onlie  except.     And 
befydis  the  commodioufnes  of  the  place,  the  nomber  of  fchipping  and 
marynaris,  and  the  frequent  importatioun  and  exportatioun  of  commo- 
dityis  at  that  poirt,  it  lyis  oppin  to  Irland,  within  twelff  houris  failling  to 
the  north  pairtis  thairoff,  whair  the  feid  of  all  the  rebellioun  of  that  king- 
dome  tooke  roote,  vnto  the  whilkis  pairtis  your  maieftie,  at  euerey  occa- 
fioun,  may  haif  the  commoditie  of  tranfportatioun  whatever  your  maieftie 
fall  think  goode.     And  yf  this  intendit  worke  be  not  finiflied,  thair  wilbe 
no  commodious  nor  faulff  refett  for  fchipping  thair;   and,  in  fchorte 
tyme,  the  haill  fchipping  of  that  towne,  whiche  wald  ferve  for  a  bulwarke 
to  that  haill  coaft  in  cais  of  foreyne  troublis,  will  decay,  and  confequentlie 
the  towne  whiche  is  fo  ancient,  and,  for  civilitie,  bewtye,  buildingis,  and 
goode  gouernament,  may  be  rekynned  amangis  the  beft  and  worthieft  of 
this  kingdome,  will  come  to  noght,  whairby  the  haill  trade  of  the  weft 
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cuntrey,  whicho  wes  intortenyed  bo  the  fchipping  of  Air,  will  ceis,  to  the 
impoveriflioing  of  that  nvke  of  your  maiefties  kingdome;  wheras  yf  this 
worke  be  haldin  hand  to,  and  perfytit,  that  towne  will  daylie  flooriflie  in 
fchipping,  trafficque,  policye,  and  flrenth  ;  and  your  maieflie  may  reft 
allured,  at  euerie  intervening  occafioun  of  your  maiefties  feruice,  to  be 
furnift  with  a  nomber  of  goode  fchippis  and  able  fellowis  frome  tliat  poirt. 
And  tuicheing  the  poflibillitie  of  the  towne  to  finiihe  the  worke,  we  find 
no  kind  of  lykliehoode  nor  appeirance  that  be  thame  the  worke  can  be 
finiflieit,  the  famin  haveing  alreddy  coift  thame,  be  oulklie  colle6lioun 
and  contributioun  of  the  inhabitantis,  aboue  tuelff  thowfand  merkis, 
whiche  is  fo  grevous  vnto  thame,  that,  in  refpe<Sl  of  the  grite  lofs  thay 
fuftenit  tiie  tyme  of  Godis  vifitatioun  of  that  burgh  with  the  peft,  thay 
ar  not  able  longer  to  vndirgo  that  burdyne,  thair  commoun  goode  not 
exceiding  Ini.  lib.  Scottis  be  yeare,  whiche  is  not  fufficient  to  vpholde  thair 
churche,  bridge,  hofpitall,  and  vtheris  the  commoun  workis  of  thair 
towne.  This  is  all  that  we  liaif  leirned  and  find  in  this  mater,  whairin 
we  dar  not  prefome  to  gif  vnto  your  facred  maieftie  ony  advife,  feeing 
vour  awne  folide  iudgeraent,  and  your  perfyte  and  reddy  refolutioun  in 
euery  thing  prefentit  to  your  maiefties  confideratioun,  raakis  ws  to  ac- 
knowledge oure  awne  waiknes,  and  to  remitt  the  deliberatioun  vpoun  this 
rriater  to  your  maiefteis  felff.  And  fwa  praying  God  to  preferve  your 
facred  maieftie,  with  all  your  royall  progenye,  in  perfyte  happynes  and 
felicitie,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  S"^.  Th.  Hamilton. 

Jo.  Prestoun.  James  Hay. 

Blantvre.  Clericis  Registri. 

Edinburgh,  the  firft  of  Februar,  I6IO. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent  Maieftie. 
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LIII.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Pleas  your  most  Excellent  and  Sacred  Maiestie, 

As  we  hope  that  your  highnes  hathe  long  fince  vnderftood  of 
fum  challenge  of  combat,  betwix  the  fecund  fone  of  the  Lord  Cranftoun, 
and  Sir  Gedeon  Murray  his  fone,  begun  betwix  the  yowthes  vpon  licht 
cawfs  of  verie  fmall  moment,  and  of  the  ordour  takin  by  ws  for  prevent- 
ing thair  melting,  and  calling  of  thame  to  there  anfwer,  and  of  the 
cowrs  takin  for  there  reconciliatioiin,  whiche  wes  done  in  prefence  of  the 
hole  counfell,  wheirby  all  probabilitie  of  forder  challengeing  betwix  the 
pairteis  then  in  appeirance  wes  removed.  So,  when  vpon  privie  informa- 
tioun  maid  to  ws  fum  fear  wes  apprehendit  of  a  new  breache  betwix 
the  pairteis,  by  interchangeing  of  cartellis  privilye  betwix  thame  felfis, 
whowever  we  wald  haue  bene  forye  that  the  folyes  of  the  childrene,  or 
the  hard  event  whiche  follow  fuche  accidentis,  fuld  haue  empaired  or  di- 
minifched  the  love  and  affedlioun,  which  heirtofoir  haith  bene  and  doeth 
ftill  continew  betwix  there  parentis,  (bothe  of  quhome  haith  worthelie 
deferved  and  haue  behaved  thame  felfis  moll  dewtifullie  and  faythfullie, 
as  thay  haue  bene  imployed  in  your  maiefties  feruice),  yit  heirin  we  war 
fo  muche  more  juftlie  moued  to  adverte  to  fuche  a  noveltye,  that  efter  a 
reconciliatioun  ones  maid  befoir  your  maiefties  counfell,  ather  the  keip- 
ing  of  your  highnes  peace  fuld  be  fo  lytle  regairdit,  or  the  ordour  takin 
by  ws  for  the  obferveing  theirof  fo  far  contemned,  as  that  any  durft  pre- 
fume  or  attempt  any  new  quarrelling,  wheirvpon  bothe  the  fathers  wer 
chairged  to  compeir  and  to  bring  with  thame  and  e.xhibite  there  fonnes : 
whiche  being  accordinglie  and  dewtifullye  obeyit  by  bothe  of  thame, 
efter  a  verye  hard  and  exacl  tryall  takin,  in  regaird  of  the  vnwillingnes  of 
ather  of  the  yowthes,  vpon  thair  firft  queftioneing,  to  confefs  what  new 
maiter  haid  paffed  betwix  thame ;  at  laft,  it  being  found  that  the  Lord 
Cranftouns  fone  wes  the  challenger,  by  a  cartell  wrettin  efter  the  recon- 
ciliatioun maid,  we  theirvpon  committed  him  cloife  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of 
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Blaknes.  The  other  whowevir  being  provoked,  yet  in  regaird  he  did  ob- 
icuire  and  conceale  it  (being  fome  prefumtioun  that  he  intendit  to  keip  the 
meiting  and  fo  to  mak  a  breache  of  your  maieflies  peace),  wes  adiudgit  to 
be  committed  in  Edinburgh  Caftell  in  frie  wairde,  haveing  haid  friedome 
granted  vnto  him  furth  theirof  within  xlviii  houres,  and  confyned  within  this 
burghe  and  a  mvle  abowt  the  fame ;  whereas  the  faid  Lord  Cranftouns  fone, 
thir  fourtene  dayes  pad,  haueing  lyin  cloife  prifoner  in  Blaknes,  and  in  the 
mean  whyle  making  fuite  often  by  bill  to  be  releived,  confefling  in  mofl 
humble  maner  his  offence,  and  offering  all  fatiffadlioun  that  fuld  be  in- 
jovned  be  ws,  wes  by  dire6lioun  brocht  frome  the  place  of  his  imprifon- 
nient,  by  the  lievtennent  of  your  maieflies  gaird,  and  prefented  befoir  ws, 
where  in  the  prefence  of  Sir  Gedeon  Murray  and  his  fone,  he  did  hum- 
blye,  vpon  his  knies,  craive  pardon  of  your  maieflie  for  the  offence  done, 
and  did  intreat  ws  to  be  fuitters  for  the  fame  to  your  facred  highnes  on 
his  behalf,  haveing  heirwith  confefTed  alfo  the  great  wrong  he  haid  done 
vnto  your  maieflies  counfell,  in  prefwming  to  renew  any  challenge  efter 
reconciliatioun  ones  maid,  and  therewith  vttering  mofl  apparent  fignes  of 
inward  forrow,  for  offending  of  his  fo  loveing  father,  vnto  whome  he  knew 
this  his  bypafl  behauiour  wes  fo  diflaiflefuU  as  without  our  interceffioun 
he  could  expei6l  at  his  handis  no  favour.  He  then  to  the  pairtie  chal- 
lenged, in  prefence  of  both  fathers,  did  there  confefs  the  wrong  he  haid 
done  him,  offering  him  what  fatiffaftioun  he  wald  demand,  and  did  there 
protefl,  that  howevir  in  his  yowthfull  follye  he  haid  afcryved  the  lafl  re- 
conciliatioun, as  a  maiter  extorted  by  conflraint  or  command  of  the  coun- 
fell, that  yit  nottheles  this  his  prefent  agriement  wes  of  meire  affe6lioun, 
whiche  he  intendit,  al  bypafl  eyliflis  aboliflied,  to  continew  heirefter. 

There  wes  fum  jealowfye  in  this  maiter  takin  by  Sir  Gedeon,  as  that 
the  Lord  Cranfloun,  whowevir  not  a  dire6l  vrger  of  his  fone  to  this  chal- 
lenge, haid  nottheles  intendit  to  tak  fome  advantage  to  the  preiudice  of 
the  credite  and  honor  of  him  and  his  fone;  and  by  the  fpeiches  delyvered 
by  Sir  Gedeon  in  our  prefence,  we  did  conceave  no  lefs,  hot  yit  that  this 
impreflioun  not  being  clearit  might  tak  no  deiper  roote.  We  then  did 
queflioun  the  Lord  Cranfloun  tlieirof,  who,  in  prefence  of  Sir  Gedeon  by 
his  great  oathe  vnrequyred,  did  protefl,  that  he  wes  fo  far  from  counte- 
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naunceing  or  allowing  of  his  fones  adlioun  and  cariage  in  this  bufynes, 
as  on  the  contrarye  thefe  fevin  yeiris  pall,  no  incident  whatfoever  tliathaid 
interveyned,  haid  fo  muche  greivit  him,  and  that  he  did  affaire  him  felf, 
that  Sir  Gedeon  wes  no  les  in  confcience  perfwadit,  fince  he  haid  foir- 
wairned  him  immediatlie  vpon  his  knowledge  of  the  firll  challenge,  and 
vpon  his  fones  depairture  the  lad  time  frome  him,  fufpe6ling  the  humor 
of  the  yowthe,  and  yit  vpon  his  confcience  not  knowing  of  any  thing  in- 
tendit,  did  of  new  certifie  Sir  Gedeon  of  his  fearis,  whiche  declaratioun 
being  delyvered  withe  fo  great  atteftationes,  by  one  not  muche  accutlvmed 
fo  fwairing,  did  not  onlye  remove  all  fcruple  and  jealoufye  frome  Sir 
Gedeon  as  he  then  affirmed,  bot  left  none  of  the  beholders  vnfatiffied,  and 
fullie  perfwadit  of  that  noblemanis  innocencye.  The  counfell  haveing  takin 
ane  verye  flridl  and  exact  tryall  of  all  circumflances,  whiche  might  infere 
any  the  leafl  fufp^tioun  of  the  Lord  Cranlloun's  allowance,  airte,  pairte, 
or  connivance  at  his  fonnes  a6lioun,  in  the  examineing  wherof,  the  furder 
that  we  did  dyue,  we  ftill  fand  the  father  the  more  cleare  of  all  imputa- 
tioun,  and  in  our  iudgement  Sir  Gedeon  is  fullye  perfwadit  thairof,  lyk 
as  in  our  prefence  he  did  profefs  no  lefs.  And  howevir  that  heirvpon  all 
pairteis,  both  eldar  and  younger,  wer  reconceiled,  yit  becawfe  of  the  offence 
done  to  your  maieflie  by  James  Craunflon,  in  preffing  to  renew  any 
quarrell  efter  aggriement  ones  maid  in  prefence  of  counfell,  we  have 
theirvpon  adiudgeit  the  faid  James  Cranfloun,  that  betwix  and  the  firll 
of  06lober  nixt,  he  fall  depairt  your  maieflies  dominiones,  and  remaine 
furthe  of  the  fame,  and  ftoway  returne  bak,  vntill  that  your  maieflies  fpe- 
ciall  licence  and  warrant  be  pureheft,  and  haue  takin  fowertve  and  caw- 
tioun  vnder  a  great  fowme  for  that  effedl.  And  becaws  there  wilbe  a 
neceffitye  of  provifioun  to  be  maid  by  the  father,  for  the  fones  furneifing 
in  his  going  beyond  fea,  theirfore  we  have  committed  him  prifoner  in 
his  fathers  owin  keiping,  vntill  the  tyme  of  his  depairture,  who  istorellraine, 
enduring  that  fpace,  of  his  fon  all  fuche  libertye  wheirbye  anye  furder 
harme  might  be  feared.  And  albeit  the  reconciliatioun  and  agriement 
wes  fullye  maid,  fo  as  in  our  iudgementis  there  did  not  remayne  the  leaft 
fcrupule  of  any  furder  grudge  amonges  the  pairties,  yit  the  noueltye  of 
the  caice,  and  the  hairnie  whiche  the  impunitye  theirof,  might  produce,  if 
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vpon  this  example,  others  who  liaif  bene  formerlye  reconceiled,  wald  now 
prefs  to  renew  and  reviue  there  olde  querrellis,  we  culd  not  in  our  dew- 
tye  to  your  maieftie  fuffer  this  to  go  vnpunifhed,  whiche  moued  ws  (how- 
evir  earnelllie  and  humblye  entreated  by  Sir  Gedeon  Murray  to  recall 
our  fentence  and  determinatioun  againes  the  faid  James  Craunftoun), 
nottheles  for  ane  exemplarye  punifliment  and  effraying  of  others  to  com- 
mit the  lyk  infolence,  to  continew  our  refolutioun  takin  in  that  maiter 
for  his  baniflieing  as  faid  is :  as  lykwayes  ather  of  the  two  fathers  ar  bund 
and  obleift,  not  onlye  for  thefe  there  fones,  betwix  whome  this  challenge 
lies  pall,  bot  for  all  others  there  fones  come  to  raannis  aige,  everie  ane 
of  tliame  vnder  thepayne  of  ten  thoufand  merkis,  that  they  dill  keip  your 
maioflies  peace,  that  no  cartellis  falbe  fent  by  the  one  to  the  other,  and 
that  the  pairtye  vnto  whome  any  falbe  fent,  fall  immediatlie  withe  all  pof- 
lible  diligence,  acquent  the  counfell,  with  the  challenge  fent  to  him,  other- 
wayes  the  payne  foirfaid  to  be  incurrit.  And  hoiping  that  nothing  heirin 
is  left  vndone,  whiche  in  fie  a  caice  wes  requifite,  and  fullye  expecting 
your  maieflies  good  allowance  and  favourable  con(lru6lioun  of  our  pro- 
ceidingis,  wiflieing  thay  may  proue  good  metall  when  thay  come  to  the 
tryall  of  the  trew  tuitcheflone,  vnto  whome  we  do  mofl  humblye  pray  for 
the  continuance  of  all  happines,  we  doe  reft 

Your  facred  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  the  tent  of  Auguft  1610. 

Al.  Cancells.  Wigtoun. 

DouMBAR.  Alex^^,  Hay. 

S».  Th.  Hamilton.  Kilsayth. 
Jo.  Prestoun. 
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LIV._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Please  your  Sacred  Majestie, 

The  affurance  given  to  us  of  your  majefties  good  pleafure 
and  will,  to  have  the  workes  of  umquhile  Maifter  Thomas  Craig  (yet 
unpublillied)  to  be  perufed  and  feene,  hes  given  us  the  hardiment  now 
after  exa6l  confideratioun  had  be  us  of  the  fame,  to  commend  them  to 
vour  maieflies  mofl  gracious  patronage,  whilk  we  the  more  boldly  have 
undertaken  to  do,  in  regaird  we  find  the  fame  to  conteine  moft  excellent 
mater,  eloquently  penned  be  the  author,  who  mofl  learnedly  hes  not  only 
expreffed  himfelf  in  his  bookes  De  Feudis,  but  alfo  hes  left  honourable 
monuments  in  his  poemes  written  in  honour  of  your  maieflies  felf,  your 
royall  progenitours,  your  maieflies  mofl  excellent  queene,  and  the 
prince  his  grace,  your  highnes  fonne,  all  of  themfelves  worthy  to  be 
imparted  to  the  aig  prefent  and  pofleritie,  and  not  fo  to  be  fliaddowed  up 
in  perifliing  fcrolles.  The  publifliing  whereof  cannot  but  beget  honour- 
able credite  to  this  your  maieflies  kingdome,  and  profitable  good  to  the 
fubjedls  of  the  fame.  We  think  it  not  expedient  to  impefh  your  facred 
eares,  in  declairing  with  what  fervent  zeale  and  devotion  to  your  highnes 
fervice  and  publick  good,  the  author  was  confumed  whill  he  lived,  as  mofl 
notour  to  your  maieflies  felf  and  whole  countrey,  the  report  whereof  we 
remitt  (o  the  right  honourable  and  allwayes  learned,  your  maieflies  chan- 
cellor of  this  kingdome,  of  whome  your  maieflie  may  truely  try  the  wor- 
thy fluff  of  thefe  workes,  togidder  with  our  fervent  defire  and  requeifl  to 
your  maieflie  to  mak  fuch  rare  monuments  goe  abroade  to  the  world, 
whilks  juflly  craves  to  receive  their  dew  luflre  and  life  from  your  maief- 
ties  felf,  wliofe  princely  vertewes  and  royall  difpofition  towards  all  learn- 
ing, may  only  anfwerablie  raife  up  thefe  workes,  and  reflore  them  to  their 
deferved  and  defired  light.  We  ar  out  of  all  doubt  to  find  pardon  of 
your  maieflie,  for  the  offering  of  thefe  our  like  commendable  indevours, 
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to  your  highnes  prote6lion,  knowing  your  maieflie  to  be  a  peereles  patrone 
of  all  learned  erudition,  in  whonie  God  lies  placed  fuch  rare  princely 
qualities  of  force  to  mak  the  world  wonder  and  admire  them,  and  to  us 
your  maiefties  fubje6ls  fo  powerfull  that  in  mod  ardent  zeale  to  the 
Almighty,  we  pray  for  the  happie  progres  and  perpetuitie  of  the  fame  in 
your  maiefties  long  and  happy  lenght,  and  glorious  reigne,  and  your  high- 
nes royall  progenie,  in  the  whilk  prayer  we  moft  humblie  tak  our  leave. 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubjeiSls  and  fervitours, 

Edinburgh,  18  Auguft  1610. 


Blantyre. 

KiLSAYTH. 

Robert  Melvill. 
A.  Hay. 

Clericus  Registri. 


Jo.  Prestoun. 

Alex^.  Hay. 

J.  Hamilton. 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

Edzell. 


To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Majeftie. 


LV._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  Lordis  of  your  maiefteis  preuie  counfaill  haveing  remittit 
vnto  ws,  who  ar  commiffionaris  for  your  maiefteis  rentes,  the  confidera- 
tioun  of  that  lettre  diredlit  frome  your  maieftie  vnto  thame,  twitcheing 
the  petitioun  maid  to  your  maieftie  be  Johnne  Maxwell  of  Conhaith  and 


86  THE   MELROS   PAPERS. 

Eduard  Maxuell  of  Hillis,  for  forae  yeiris  continewance,  by  tak  of  the  ciif- 
tomes  appointed  to  be  tane  in  the  weft  marche,  of  the  cattell  and  goodis  pafl"- 
ing  betuix  the  two  kingdomes,  for  thair  releiff  of  thair  engagement  for 
thair  laite  cheif  the  Lord  Maxwell.  We  accordinglie  did  convene,  and  at 
grite  lenth  haif  conferrit  vpoun  that  mater,  and  with  all  dew  reuerence  do 
acknowledge  your  maiefteis  moft  gratious  and  cheritable  difpolitioun 
towards  thefe  two  gentilmen,  whome  we  wald  be  very  glaid  lykewayes  to 
fee  relevit,  yf  by  this  thair  ouertur  it  myght  be  done  without  your  maief- 
teis grite  hurte  and  preiudice.  Bot  feeing  it  hes  bene  your  maiefties 
pleafour  to  concredite  vnto  ws  the  gouernament  and  handilling  of  your 
maieflies  rentis  heir,  whairin  we  ar  very  cairfull  to  do  oure  ende\  oiris  for 
reduceing  the  fame,  to  forae  reafounable  good  eftate  and  conditioun,  it 
wilbe  no  litle  preiudice  to  oure  refolutionis,  yf  now,  at  oure  begynning 
and  entrie,  ony  parte  or  portioun  of  the  fame  rentis  be  difmemberit  and 
tane  away,  efpeciallie  in  a  caife  whairin  your  maieftie  ftandeth  no  way 
oblift,  your  maieftie  haveing  fo  mony  neceflair  burdingis  of  your  awne 
lyand  vpoun  your  rentis,  whilkis  in  reafoun  mon  be  preferrit  to  priuat 
menis  futis,  and  yf  this  demand  and  fute  of  thairs  (whiche  of  the  awne 
nature  is  a  free  gift)  be  grantit  and  tak  place,  your  maieftie  wilbe  daylie 
importuned  be  nomberis  who  hes  reafoun  for  thame  to  feeke,  and  we 
wilbe  maid  vnable  to  profequute  and  follow  oute  that  refolutioun  and 
courfe,  whilk,  for  your  maiefties  benefeit  and  proffeitt,  we  haif  intendit. 
And  forder,  the  conditioun  and  availl  of  this  mater  demandit  be  thame 
is  very  vncertane,  and  no  perfyte  knowlege  can  be  had  thairof,  while  firft 
we  haif  tane  ane  yeiris  prooffe  what  the  fame  may  importe  and  rander 
the  cuftomes,  as  your  maieftie  knowis,  being  bot  laitlie  appointit  to  be 
tane  vp,  and  the  availl  thairof  as  yitt  vnknowne ;  and  when  it  fall  pleis 
God  that  in  fome  meafour  we  haif  fetled  your  maiefteis  rentis,  and  broght 
fome  free  money  to  your  maiefties  cofTeris,  your  maieftie  may  then  freelie 
difpoife  vpoun  your  moneyis  at  your  pleafour,  and  we  wilbe  bauld  to  in- 
treate  your  maieftie,  that  then  thir  gentilmen  may  haif  fome  pledge  and 
taikine  of  your  maiefteis  bontie  and  fauour  for  thair  releiff.  And  fo  with 
oure  humble  and  hairtie  prayeris  vnto  God,  recommending  your  facred 
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inaieftie,  and  all  your  royall  progenye,  to  his  divyne  and  faderVie  protec- 
tioun,  we  reft  for  euer 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Edinburgh,  xvj  May  1611. 

Al.  Cancell^.  Glasgow. 

Jo.  Prestoun.  S».  Th.  Hamilton. 

A.  Drummond.  S".  G.  Murray. 


To  the  King  his  moft  i'acred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


LVI.—SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 


Sir,  Oure  dealing  with  Johne  Maxuell  hes  ended  in  thir  termes, 
that  he  fould  fubfcryue  ane  band  to  accept  lik  fowmes,  as  the  laird  of 
Lochinvar  and  I,  fould  decerne  for  contentation  of  all  fik  difpofitions, 
renunciations,  and  fecurities  he  fould  mak  to  yow,  and  that  he  fould  caufe 
the  laird  of  Laniington,  his  brother,  and  the  gudeman  of  Barlkeo,  as  cau- 
tionars  for  him,  fubfcryue  that  band  in  prefence  of  Mafter  James  Hamilton, 
commiflar  of  Lanerk,  and  of  ane,  whom  Robert  Makbraire  is  defyred,  be 
my  letter,  to  fend  to  fie  Barfkeo  fubfcryue  the  band.  If  I  refl"aue  aduer- 
teifmeiit  bak  from  the  commiflar,  and  from  Robert  Makbraire,  that  the 
band  merked  be  Maifter  Thomas  Hope,  is  ordourhe  fubfcryved  be  Johne 
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Maxuell,  Lamington,  and  Barfkeoch,  I  fall  aduerteis  you  thairof  be  my 
letter.  It  is  alfo  coramoued,  that  fik  fecurities  as  Johne  Maxuell  defyres 
you  to  mak  to  him,  fall  be  fene  and  merked  be  Mafler  Thomas  Hope,  and 
fend  to  you  to  be  fubfcryved  be  you  and  keiped  in  your  owne  hands,  whill 
ve  find  ane  fure  bearer  to  fend  thame  hame  to  any  freind  of  yours,  to  be 
keiped,  whill  Johne  Maxuell  caufe  fubfcryve  and  perfyte  all  ilk  fecurities 
as  fall  be  fund  expedient  to  be  maid  be  him,  and  his  brother,  and  fillers, 
to  you ;  and  whan  your  freinds  reflaues  your  fecurities  from  him,  the 
fecurities  whilk  ye  fubfcryue  to  him,  or  his  brother  and  fifters,  to  be  then 
delyvered  to  him ;  and  becaus,  at  oure  defyre,  he  hes  confented  to  fell 
to  you  the  park  of  Dundrennan,  whairof  he  hes  fufficient  right,  I  haue 
promeifed,  in  your  name,  that  ye  fall  pay  to  him  for  it  the  trew  wourth 
thairof.  I  wald  not  haue  advyfed  Johne  to  haue  maid  his  jurnay  in  this 
maner,  but  rather  that  all  the  evidentis  fould  haue  bene  fene  and  agried 
vpon,  betuix  your  men  of  law  and  his,  before  he  had  tane  journay.  Bot 
he  hes  refolued  to  difpofe  vpon  his  owne  journay  efter  his  owne  fantafie, 
whilk,  I  wifli  may  be  no  hinderance  to  him  felf  and  to  your  bufines.  All 
that  I  can  requeifl  you  to  do,  is,  to  do  him  all  the  fauour  and  courteffie 
ye  can  without  your  owne  loffe.  Swa  till  farder  occafion,  I  commit  yow 
to  the  protedlion  of  God.     Edinburgh,  this  xi  Merche  1612. 

Your  loving  freind  euer  to  be  commanded, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  my  mofl 
aflTured  freind,  Johne  Murray  of 
Dundrennan,  ane  of  the  groomes 
of  his  Maiefties  bedchamber. 
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LVII KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 


James  R. 

Trusty  and  weilbeloued  counfellour,  wee  greet  yow  weill.  We 
haiie  receaved  your  letter  of  the  twentie  fevinth  of  Februare,  and  for 
fatiffadtioun  of  two  poyntis  thereof  requiring  oiire  anfueir,  haue  thoght 
fitt  herby  to  certifie  yow  of  oure  will  thereanent ;  and  firft,  concerning 
that  priviledge  by  the  Fleaming  petitioned  to  make  brinfton,  vitreale, 
and  allome,  for  the  fpaice  of  thirtene  yeires,  within  that  our  kingdome, 
forafmuch  as  his  traivells  may  (in  our  opinioun)  prove  beneficiall  both  to 
vs  and  oure  fubiedlis  there,  we  ar  therfore  weill  pleafed  that  oure 
counfell  exped  him  a  gift  of  the  fame,  for  fuch  a  yearlie  rent  to  be  there- 
fore payed  vnto  vs,  as  they  fliall  think  him  hable  to  afford,  in  regaird  of 
the  aforefaid  grant,  or  as  ihalbe  otheiwayes  anfwerable  to  that,  whiclie, 
others  having  purchefled  the  like  licence  within  this  oure  kingdome,  doe 
yeirlie  yeild  vs  for  the  fame.  Wherein,  as  wee  doubte  not  of  their  care- 
fulnes,  foe  doe  wee  affuredlie  expedl  that  yow  will,  in  regaird  of  vour 
office,  the  more  inllantlie  infifl  for  our  benefite. 

And  as  for  that  other  poynte  of  your  letter,  concerning  the  furder  fol- 
lowing of  that  perfute  intentit  againft  young  Drumlangrick,  foreafmuch 
as  wee  vnderftand,  that  he,  being  laitlie  reconcealed  to  Kirkmichel  younger, 
is  to  compeir  before  oure  Juflice,  at  the  day  and  plaice  fpecified  in  your 
laft  fummondes  raifed  againft  him,  and  there,  for  clearing  him  felf  of  that 
crime  whereof  he  is  accufed,  to  alleadge  that  he  did  nather  violentlie 
apprehend  nor  detyne  the  faid  Kirkmichel.  It  is  therefore  oure  fpeciall 
pleafure  that  at  the  forefaid  dyett  yow  continew  in  your  perfute  againil 
him,  and  that  vpoun  his  alleadging  the  aforefaid  exceptioun  yow  doe 
demand  of  him,  yf  he  will  not  wholie  relye  therevpoun,  renuncing  all 
other  exceptiouns  formerlie  propounded  in  his  defence,  and  vpoun  his 
declaratioun  that  he  will  doe  foe,  vow  fhall  then  inlift  for  remitting  the 
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triell  and  furder  confideratioun  thereof  to  the  lordis  of  cure  counfell,  in- 
filling, in  the  meantyme  earneflUe,  that  thefe  other  exceptions  heretofore 
vfed  in  his  defence  being  fo  dangerous,  and  by  no  prefident  warranted, 
may  not  be  hereafter  recorded  in  the  regiflers  of  the  adiournall,  as  lawful 
or  tolerable  defences  to  be  propounded  in  the  like  cafes  in  any  tyme  come- 
ing.  Wherein  nowayes  doubting  of  your  care  and  readines,  we  bid  yow 
fareweill.     From  oure  Courte  at  Whytehall,  the  19th  of  Marche  1612. 

To  oure  trufty  and  weilbeloued  coun- 
fellour,  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  of 
Byres,  knight,  oure  aduocat  in  oure 
kingdome  of  Scotland. 


Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton 


"  His  Maiellie,  anent  the  condicions  of 
the  priuilege  of  making  allume, 
brinllone,  and  vitreale,  and  anent 
criminall  perfute  of  young  Drum- 
lanrik. 

"  Reff.  28th  Mart.  1612." 


LVIII.— KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 


James  R. 

Trusty  and  weilbeloued  counfellour  wee  greete  yow  well. 
Whereas  wee  vnderiland  that  in  a  perfuite  mooued  by  Andrew  Henry- 
fon  againft  the  lord  of  Scone  for  payment  of  a  penfion  oute  of  the  rentes 
of  Scone,  difpofed  by  vs,  there  is  an  e.xception  of  improbation,  pro- 
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pounded  of  a  writte  vfed  by  the  faid  Andrew  Henryfon,  by  which  he 
wold  haue  vrged  the  faid  lord  of  Scone,  after  the  time  of  the  eredlion,  to 
haue  acknowledged  the  faid  penlion.  Alwife,  vpon  certeyne  iufl  caufes 
moouing  vs,  our  pleafour  is  that  yee,  as  our  aduocate,  at  the  nexte  diett 
of  that  proces  fliall  propounde  the  nullity  of  that  penfion,  as  being  of  our 
annexed  property;  fo  as  all  further  proces  in  that  matter  may  ceafe,  and 
withall,  yee  are  to  take  a  bande  of  the  faid  Lord  of  Scone,  oblifliing  him 
and  his  heyres  to  pay  to  the  faid  Andrew  Henryfon  yearelie,  during  his 
life,  the  fumme  of  fine  hundreth  markes  monie  of  that  our  kingdome, 
allowable  vnto  him  as  a  parte  of  the  blench  dewty,  which,  by  his  infeft- 
ment  of  erection,  he  is  bounde  to  pay.  And  fo  referving  this  matter  to 
your  care  wee  bid  you  farewell.  At  our  pallace  of  VVhitehalle,  the  fixt  of 
Male  1612. 

To  our  trufty  and  welbeloued  coun- 
fellour,  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  of 
Bires,  knight,  our  Aduocate. 


Indorfed  bv  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton 


"  Reff.  14th  May  1612. 
For  proponing  exception  of  nullitie 
aganis  Andro  Henderfon's  pen- 
fion, and  taking  band  of  my 
Lord  of  Scone,  for  him  and  his 
aires,  to  make  payment  of  the 
lyke  penfion,  to  be  allowed  in 
his  blenche  dewtie  of  his  erec- 
tion." 


Vnder  his  Majefly's  Seal. 
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LIX._TKE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  half  reflauit  your  maiefleis  two  lettres,  the  one  concerning 
ane  difcharge  and  exoneratioun,  whiche  your  maieftie  willeth  ws  to  gif 
to  Alexander  Home  of  Rentoun,  vpoun  compt  and  payment  to  be  maid 
be  him  to  George  Nicolfoun  in  Berwick,  of  his  haill  intromiffioun  with  the 
late  erli  of  Dunbar  his  rentis  and  goodis ;  and  the  vther  tuitcheing  fome 
dealing  to  be  tane  be  ws  with  the  faid  erle  of  his  creditouris,  that  thay 
wald  accept  of  thair  principall  foumes  without  ony  annuell  fen  his  deceis. 
In  whilkis  two  particularis,  we  ar  mod  humblie  to  intreat  your  maieflies 
pardoun  for  returneing  of  this  our  anfuer  and  excufe  thairunto.  And 
firfl,  tuitching  that  of  the  difcharge,  thair  can  be  no  thing  done  be  ws 
thairintill,  whiche  wilbe  availlable  to  the  faid  Alexander,  or  whiche,  by 
law  or  cuflome  of  this  cuntrey,  will  fecure  him  in  that  poynte,  becaus  the 
haill  rentis,  goodis,  and  what  els  belonged  to  the  faid  late  erll,  doeth  now 
perteyne  to  his  executouris,  and  no  difcharge  can  be  gevin  of  ony  parte 
thairof,  bot  be  thame  after  thay  ar  confermit  in  the  office  of  executrie; 
and  the  two  doghteris  being  the  onlie  perfonis  who  now  fupplee  that 
charge,  and  thay  having  fubmittit  all  materis  queflionable  betuix  thame 
to  your  maieftie,  your  maieftie  may  decerne  thame  to  conferme  thame 
felfis  executouris,  that  thairefter  fuch  difcharges  as  ar  fitt  to  be  gevin  in 
thir  materis,  may  be  formalie  and  ordourlie  gevin  be  thame ;  and  forder, 
the  goodeman  of  Rentoun  pretendeth  ane  vther  difficultie  in  payment, 
vpoun  occafioun  of  diners  arreiftmentis,  and  adlionis  foundit  thair- 
upoun,  maid  vpoun  the  faid  erll  his  rentis  and  goodis,  for  grit  foumes  of 
money  debtfull  be  him,  whilkis  arreiftmentis  being  yitt  ftanding  in  force, 
will  mak  him  to  be  anfuerable  to  the  partyis  at  whofe  inftance  thay  ar 
maid.  And  anent  the  vther  lettre,  tuitcheing  oure  dealing  with  the  cre- 
ditouris, for  accepting  of  thair  principall  foumes,  we  think  thay  wilbe 
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hardlio  induceit  thairinto,  feeing  when  this  mater  wes  firft  in  handis,  we 
then,  by  your  maiefties  fpeciall  diredlioun,  delt  with  the  creditouris  for 
fuperfeiding  of  thair  debtis  for  fome  certane  fpace,  vpoun  promeis  maid 
to  thame,  for  payment  of  thair  annueUis,  whairunto,  with  grite  difficultie, 
thay  then  yeildit,  and  now,  if  thay  find  appeirance  that  ony  fuche  pur- 
pois  is  intendit,  as  to  fruftrat  thame  of  thair  annuelhs,  thay  wilbe  the 
more  inftant  in  feiking  bothe  of  thair  principall  and  annuells.  And  fo 
liumbHe  befeiking  your  maieflie  to  tak  this,  oure  excufe,  in  goode  parte, 
and  praying  God  to  bHfTe  your  maieflie,  with  all  happynes  and  felicitie, 
we  reft 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
Glasgow. 
Jo.  Prestoun. 

R.   CoKBURNE. 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 
Edinburgh,  23  May  1612. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


lx the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Gratious  and  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  confideratioun  of  your  maiefteis  moft  princelie  and  wyfe  re- 
folutioun  and  courfe,  in  that  petitioun  and  fute  preferrit  vnto  your  maief- 
tie be  Sir  Williame  Balfour  knyght,  for  a  grant  of  the  vnlawis  and 
penaltyis  of  your  maiefteis  iuftice  courtis  in  this  kingdome,  hes  embauld- 
enit  ws  firft  to  prefent  vnto  your  maieftie  oure  moft  humble  thankis,  for 
the  refpe6l  whiche  your  maieftie  doeth  carie  vnto  ws,  in  the  charge,  whiche 
we  haif  vndertane  of  your  maiefteis  rentis;  and  nixt,  to  gif  fignificatioun 
vnto  your  maieftie  with  quhat  grite  contentment  and  courage  we  vndirgo 
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this  feruice,  wheneas  we  fee  that  the  courfe  of  oure  refolutionis  for  your 
maiefleis  benefeit  is  noway  interruptit  by  the  importunitie  of  fuitaris.  We 
do  all  lyke  verie  vveele  of  the  gentilman,  and  thinkis  him  one  of  goode 
worthe  and  merite,  bot  in  the  hoipis  of  this  his  overture  and  fate  (al- 
thoght  the  fame  wer  grantit),  we  afllire  your  maieftie  that  he  will  come 
fo  far  ftiorte,  as  it  fall  breid  far  moir  uexatioun,  trouble,  and  preiudice  to 
your  maiefleis  fubie6lis,  nor  gayne,  proffeit,  or  contentment  to  him  felfl'. 
Thair  hes  bene  no  fuche  futis  and  grantis  vfuall  in  this  kingdome,  and 
the  preparatiue  thairof  may  produce  dangerous  confequenceis,  and  grite 
confufioun  and  mifordour  in  the  ofRceis  of  refett.  And  wheras  thir  vn- 
lawis  and  penaltyis  hes  bene  heirtofoir  conceallit,  we  haif  gevin  diredlioun 
to  Sir  Johne  Arnott  to  examine  your  maiefleis  regiflre,  and  to  charge  for 
thir  penaltyis,  and  yf  ony  thing  fall  aryfe  thairby,  we  fall  gif  notice  thairof 
to  your  maieflie,  to  the  effedl  your  maieflie  may  then  in  haill  or  in  parte 
gratifie  the  gentilman  thairwith.  We  ar  lykewayes  bauld  in  all  humilitie 
to  requeifl  your  maieflie,  that  when  fo  in  tyme  comeing,  ony  fuche  futeis 
and  ouerturis  of  the  natur  and  qualitie  foirfaid  falbe  maid  vnto  your 
maieflie,  that  it  wald  be  your  maiefleis  pleafour  to  gif  fignificatioun 
thairof  vnto  ws,  by  your  maieflies  Secretarye,  or  fuche  vtheris  as  your 
maieflie  fall  think  meete,  and  not  be  the  pairtye ;  who,  oftj'mes  preferring 
thair  awne  apprehenfionis  and  opinionis  to  modeflie  and  reafoun,  doeth 
blame  ws  as  crofTe,  and  hinderaris  of  thame  in  thair  hoipis  of  your  maief- 
teis  beneuolence  and  fauor.  And  fo  frome  oure  hairtis  recommending 
your  facred  maieflie  to  Godis  divyne  prote6lioun,  we  refl  for  ever 

Your  Maiefleis  moft  humble  and  obedyent  fubiedlis 
and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Scone. 

Glasgow.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

S''.  Th.  Hamilton.  A.  Drummond. 

Edinburgh,  the  penult  of  May  1612. 

To  the  King  his  mofl  facred  and 
excellent  Maieflie. 
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LXI—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL   TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Pleis  your  most  Excellent  Maiestie, 

According  to  your  maiefleis  dire6lioun  reflauit  for  taking  tryall 
of  the  debt  acclamed  by  James  Shaw,  executour  confermed  to  vmquhill 
Williame  Shaw,  maifler  of  your  maiefties  workis  within  this  kingdome, 
arryfeing  vpoun  the  arreraiges  of  the  faid  maifler  of  worke,  his  feall  dew 
to  him  by  his  gift,  whairof  for  diuers  yeiris  by  fome  of  the  officers  of  re- 
fett,  allowance  wes  takin,  and  by  vtheris  omittit  and  left  furthe  of  thair 
accomptis ;  after  the  whole  bipafl  accomptis,  fen  the  date  of  his  gift  to  his 
deceis,  had  bene  narrowlie  fearched  and  examined,  we  find  that  he  hathe 
continewed  betwix  his  entrie  to  the  office  and  his  deceis,  the  fpace  of 
auchtene  yeiris,  haueing  by  his  gift  fiue  hundreth  merkis  of  yeirlie  feall 
appointed  to  him,  whairof  allowance  is  fane  by  Sir  Robert  Meluill  in  his 
accomptis  of  the  thefaurarye  for  the  yeiris  of  God  1584,  1585,  1586, 
1587,  and  by  the  Lord  Elphingfloun  for  the  whole  99  and  Witfonday  in 
the  yeir  1600.  And  the  whole  remanent  yeiris,  enduring  his  being  in 
office,  haif  not  bene  takin  allowance,  nor  yitt  probablie  euer  payit  to  him, 
in  regaird  the  defuncl,  at  the  making  of  his  teflament,  immediatlie  befoir 
his  deathe,  hathe  gevin  vp  with  his  awne  mouthe  the  fame  to  be  refland 
awand  to  him,  as  his  confermed  teflament  doethe  beare,  whairin  we  may 
boldly  alfua  afferme,  that  in  his  lyftyme,  and  during  the  tyme  of  his  fer- 
uice,  he  wes  a  moll  painefull,  truflye,  and  welle  afre6lit  feruand  to  your 
raaieflie.  Leaving  what  forder  your  facred  maieflie  wilbe  pleafit  to  di- 
re6l,  concerning  ony  payment  of  thefe  debtis,  to  the  executours  of  the 
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defundl,  vnto  your  awne  moft  gratious  pleafour  and  will ;  and  praying  God 
to  bliffe  your  maieflie  with  all  happynes  and  felicitie,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Glasgow. 

Alexi'.  Hay.  S^  Th.  Hamilton. 

S^.  G.  Murray.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Edinburgh,  the  tent  of  06lober  1612. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


LXII SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

It  is  humblie  defyred  be  your  maiefties  counfall,  that  your  royall 
pleafour  may  be  fignified  concerning  the  allowance  to  be  gevin  to  the 
capten  of  Dumbarten,  for  the  Erie  of  Orknayes  chairges  during  his  de- 
tention thair. 

The  Bifchop  of  Orknay  having  agried  with  the  counfall,  anent  the 
affignation  of  lands  and  teyndis  to  him  and  his  fucceffours,  as  ane  con- 
ftant  patrimonie  of  the  Bifchopis  of  Orknay,  is  to  repaire  to  your  maieftie, 
and  to  mak  fute  for  the  patronages  and  fuperiorities ;  which  being  poyntes 
rather  of  authoritie  and  preeminence  nor  of  proffeit,  ar  thoght  more  fit 
for  the  prince,  nor  ane  fubie6l,  in  thefe  remote  iles;  whairof  your  maieftie 
may  be  pleafed  to  confider,  and  to  declaire  your  royall  pleafour  to  your 
counfall. 
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Thair  is  appeirance,  that  the  Erie  of  Craufurd  may  be  frecl  of  wairde, 
furth  of  the  caftell  of  Edinburgh,  be  fatiffa6lion  of  his  creditours ;  but 
becaus  he  is  too  much  fubiedl  to  the  counfall  of  young  and  evill  dif- 
pofed  perfons,  it  is  thoght  expedient,  that  your  maieftie  command  the 
counfall,  be  your  letter,  to  tak  caution  of  him  to  keip  the  peace  vnder 
great  paynes,  which  requires  expedition,  before  his  libcrtie. 

The  counfall  reflaued  your  maiefties  letter  concerning  Robin  Abroches 
remiflion  and  prote6lion,  which,  vpon  hope  of  your  maiefties  gratious 
permiflion,  thay  have  delayed  to  performe,  till,  be  thair  direction  to  me, 
your  maieftie  may  be  informed  be  my  letter,  that  Robin  Abroch  is 
reported  to  have  bene  the  moft  bludie  and  violent  murthourar  and  op- 
preflbur  of  all  that  damned  race,  and  moft  terrible  to  all  the  honeft  men 
of  the  cuntrie,  who  now  relfaving  fauour  above  all  vthers  of  his  kin,  beino- 
difpenfed  from  compeirance  before  the  counfall  to  menfweare  his  name, 
and  from  finding  caution  for  his  compeirance  before  the  counfall,  whan- 
ever  he  fall  be  chairged  vnder  competent  paynes,  which  hes  bene  the 
ordour  prefcryved  to  all  the  reft  of  that  clan  without  exception,  the 
fauour  granted  to  him  gevis  him  lofen  renzies,  difcourages  thefe  who 
ftands  in  feir  of  his  barbarous  oppreffion,  and  may  move  vther  brokin  men 
to  ftand  out,  till  thay  get  the  lyke  condicions,  and  perhaps  tempt  fum,  who 
ftand  alreddie  bund  to  the  peace,  to  lope  furth,  whill  thay  obteane  the  lyke 
fredome  and  immunitie  from  all  ordour  and  obedience.  And  thairfore 
the  counfall  moft  humblie  craives,  that  your  maieftie  may  allow  thame 
to  vrge  Robin  Abroch,  to  obferue  the  comon  ordour  prefcryved  to  all 
vthers  of  his  clan,  and  obeyed  inviolablie  be  fuch  as  obteaned  remiflions ; 
hot  if  your  maieftie  be  refolved  to  the  contrare,  vpon  fignification  of  your 
determined  pleafour,  thay  will  moft  reddelie  obey  your  royall  commande- 
mentis;  and  do  intend,  for  his  prefent  faiftie,  to  grant  him  ane  protection 
whill  the  xv'^  day  of  May,  provyding  he  forbeare  to  repaire  to  the  fcliiref- 
domes  of  Dumberten,  Stirling,  Perth,  and  Innernes.  Thairfore  I  moft 
humblie  befeik  your  maieftie,  to  returne  the  fignification  of  your  gude 
pleafour  fo  fone  as  convenientlie  may  be  in  thir  pourpofes ;  in  expedla- 
tion  whairof,  I  befeik  God  to  prolong  your  lyfe,  preferve  your  health, 

N 
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increas  your  maiefties  profperities,  and  accompleis  your  wiflied  content- 
ments.    Edinburgh,  this  xiv"'  Januar  [1G13?] 

Your  mofl  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble, 
faithfull,  and  bund  feruand, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


lxiii sir  thomas  hamilton  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Thir  dayes  bygane,  your  maiefties  counfall  haue  delt  with  fum 
of  the  Makgregours  landiflordis,  who,  being  funimond,  compeired  before 
thame  (the  reft  being  abfent)  to  giue  thair  advyce  anent  the  ordour  to 
be  tane  with  the  rebells  childrine,  whairin  the  caire  of  thefe  landiflordis 
appeired  to  be  rather  to  difburding  thamefelfis  and  the  hielands  of  thefe 
childrine,  and  to  haue  thame  tranfported  and  keiped  be  fowth  Forth  and 
Clyde,  nor  to  propone  any  ouerture  for  the  generall  gude  of  the  king- 
dome,  which  the  counfall  hes  not  allowed,  becaus  thefe  landiflords  being 
the  men  moft  interefled  in  the  extirpation  of  the  Clan  Gregour,  inrefpe6l 
of  the  releif  of  thair  dangers  and  daylie  troubles,  and  making  thair  lands, 
formerlie  pofleifed  be  thefe  rebels,  peaceable  and  proffitable  to  thame- 
felfis ;  thay  had  nather  beftowed  trauels  nor  chairges  in  thair  perfute,  but 
left  all  the  burding  vpon  your  maieftie ;  and  being  now  preafled  to  pay 
thair  contribution,  which  fum  of  thame  had  long  ago  promeifed,  thefe 
wald  have  reuoked  thair  promeifis,  and  the  reft  being  abfent,  and  not 
having  gevin  thair  expres  confent,  thoght  that  no  laufull  decreit  could  be 
gevin  be  the  counfall  to  compell  thame  to  pay.  And  albeit  thay  alledge 
that  if  the  bairnis  ryfe  to  men  thay  may  be  of  number  and  power  to 
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renew  the  trouble  of  the  cuntrie ;  yet  it  is  fund,  be  particular  examina- 
tion, that  thair  is  not  ten  of  thefe  childrine  aboue  the  aige  of  fyue  yeiris, 
and  the  landiflords  thamefelfis  confes,  that  if  ordour  were  tane  with  ten 
or  twell,  who  ar  the  fones  of  Chiftanes,  the  whole  remnant  of  that  number 
ar  fo  baffe  and  beggerlie  that  thay  will  neuer  be  able  to  mak  trouble. 
The  counfall  finding  the  landiflords  fo  vnwilling  to  pay  thair  contribution, 
thinkis  it  fitted  to  leive  the  chairge  of  the  bairnis  vpon  thame,  whill  thav 
confent  to  fum  fuch  ouerture  as  may  fecure  the  cuntrie  from  thair  future 
rebellion.  And  becaus  the  fmall  number  of  meane  landiflords,  who  at 
firft  confented  to  pay  the  contribution,  compleanis  of  thair  double  burd- 
ing  of  contribution  and  interteaning  the  childrine,  the  counfall  hes  thoght 
gude  to  fuperfeid  the  exaction  of  that  contribution,  whill  fum  more  folide 
ordour  may  be  tane  with  the  bairnis.  Sufpicion  is  confaued  that  Glen- 
vrquhie,  Lawers,  or  fum  vther  landiflordis,  may,  be  thair  letters  or  vther- 
wayes,  informe  your  maieftie  that  it  is  neceflar  that  the  bairnis  be  tranf- 
planted  to  the  lawland,  which  courfe  the  counfall  is  not  liklie  to  allow. 
Thairfore,  for  efchewing  your  maieflies  trouble  be  thair  importunitie,  it 
appeiris  fit  that  the  mater  be  remitted  to  the  counfall.  Bot  if  your  ma- 
ieftie conclude  any  thing  to  the  contrarie,  I  fall  euer  yield  that  obedience, 
and  imploy  fuch  diligence  in  accompleiffing  your  raaiefties  dire<5lions, 
which  my  faithfull  dewtie  and  your  maiefties  moft  gracious  fauours  dois 
ftri6llie  requyre.  So  prayeing  God  to  grant  your  maieftie  long  lyfe, 
conftant  health,  profperitie,  and  contentment,  I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble, 
faithfull,  and  bund  feruand, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 
Edinburgh,  26  Nouember. 


To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 
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LXIV.— SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Your  maieflies  counfall  having  this  day  receaued  from  my 
brother,  vour  maieflies  letter,  concerning  the  allowance  to  be  gevin  to  the 
lait  erle  of  Orknay  for  his  interteanement,  haue  ordaned  the  reflauers  to 
mak  payment  to  him  of  foure  pundis  daylie.  And  albeit  thay  did  forefie, 
that  his  freindis  may  perhaps  regrait  to  your  maieflie  the  meannefle  of 
the  fowme,  yet  do  thay  expedl  that  your  maieftie  will  graciouflie  approue 
the  caufe  of  thair  determination,  proceiding  of  the  erles  obftinacie  to 
leane  to  his  pretended  right  to  that  erledome,  which  hes  bene  fo  deirlie 
purchafled  be  your  maieftie;  for  if  he  war  induced  to  acknouledge  the 
trueth  of  his  owne  eftate,  and  hauing  recourfe  to  your  royall  bontie,  wald 
renunce  all  intereft  which  he  could  pretend  to  that  leving,  thay  wald  in- 
clyne  humblie  to  recommend  to  your  maieftie  the  appo\Titing  of  ane 
lairger  mentenance  to  him,  having  refpeft  to  the  honour  of  his  birth  and 
former  qualitie.  Bot  fo  long  as  he  prefumes  any  thing  of  his  right,  and 
dois  not  interpone  his  confent  and  ratification  to  your  maiefties  laufuU 
purches,  thay  fie  no  reafon  to  feid  his  imaginations  at  your  maiefties  too 
great  chairges. 

The  counfall  inclyned  to  have  remitted  your  maiefties  letter  and 
Maifter  Patrick  Gordons  petition  for  remburceing  his  chairges,  to  the 
counfall  of  Edinburgh  :  Bot,  efter  that  I  had  proponed  to  thame,  the 
chairgeing  of  fum  of  the  principall  bourrowes  to  compeir  before  thame, 
and  fie  order  tane  in  that  buflines,  thay  wer  pleafed  to  approue  that  mo- 
tion, and  diredl  chairges  accordinglie. 

The  Vicount  Fenton  will  infornie  your  maieftie  of  ane  ordonance  maid 
be  tlie  counfall  vpon  ane  fupplication  gevin  in  be  Glenvrquhy,  Lufs, 
Lawers,  and  vthers,  for  difairming  the  Clan  Gregour  of  all  vaponis, 
except  ane  pointles  knyf,  and  of  all  vther  affaires  concluded  in  counfall 
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fince  oure  former  aduorteifment.  And  if  any  thing  feme  fit  to  your 
maieflie  to  be  altered,  your  royall  dire6lions  will  be  hairtelie  and  redde- 
lie  performed  be  your  maiefties  moft  faithfuU  feruand,  whom  I  fall  care- 
fuUie  remember  of  your  gracious  pleafour,  befeiking  God  long  to  pre- 
ferue  your  maiefties  lyfe  and  health,  to  the  effe6l  we  may  inioy  the 
happines  of  your  prote6tion  and  moft  prudent  dire6lions,  and  that  my 
reddie  obedience  may  verifie  that  I  am  and  fall  euer  remaine 

Your  moll  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble, 
faithfuU,  and  bund  feruand, 

/  Sii.  Th.  Hamilton. 

Edinburgh,  28  Januar.  [1 61 3?] 

To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


lxv.—sir  thomas  hamilton  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Ane  queftion  being  broght  before  your  maiefties  Excliekker 
anent  tlie  cuftumes  of  the  waters  of  Spey,  Findone,  and  Loffie,  acclaimed 
be  the  erle  of  Murray  vpon  the  one  pairt,  and  the  takifmen  of  your 
maiefties  cuftumes  vpon  the  vther,  the  erle  of  Murray  produced  his 
heritable  infeftmentis  of  his  erledome  and  of  thefe  cuftumes,  togidder 
with  the  bourrow  mailes  of  Elgin  and  Forres,  granted  to  him  be  your 
maieftie,  efter  ditTolution  maid  in  parlement  to  that  effe6t,  and  ratifica- 
tion of  the  eftaites  of  parlement  interponed  thairto.  The  E.xcheker 
thoght  the  mater  controuerted,  and  the  pairties  fecurities  produced  to  be 
of  fuch  qualitie  and  confequence,  as  thay  wald  not  tak  vpon  thame  the 
decifion  thairof,  bot  remitted  the  mater  to  the  Seffion,  whairin  I  fand  the 
dewtie  of  your  maiefties  aduocat  and  thefaurar  depute  verie  faithful!. 
Bot  oure  cheif  confideration  refpedlis  the  confequence  of  the  pourpofe 
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more  nor  the  availe  and  proffeit  of  the  erle  of  Murrayes  title,  who  hav- 
ing fet  thir  cuflumes  in  tak,  for  ane  thoufand  merkis  Scottis  be  yeir,  it  is 
forefene  that  his  takifmen,  or  vpUftaris  of  his  cuflumes,  may  for  verie 
fmall  benefite  and  aduantage  to  thame  felfis,  infiniteUe  preiuge  your 
maiefties  commoditie,  and  pairthe  be  geuing  cokquets  to  merchands  of 
thair  cuflumes  payed  to  thame,  (which  thay  for  les  nor  the  half  the  deu 
cuftume  will  grant,  to  the  vtter  vndoing  of  your  maiefties  cuflumes),  and 
vtherwayes,  be  this  exemple,  fum  vther  fubiedlis  who  haue  right  to  cuf- 
tumes  in  fum  particular  boundis  of  the  kingdome  may  fo  defraude  your 
maieftie,  of  that  rent  be  your  cuftumes,  which  is  the  greateft  and  cleireft 
patrimonie  of  this  crowne,  as  may  with  tyme  produce  intolerable  incon- 
uenientis  and  hairme  to  your  royall  eftate. 

The  beft  remeid  whairof  appeires  to  be,  that  your  maieftie  may  be 
pleafed  be  your  letter  to  be  fent  downe  with  all  gudelie  diligence,  to  com- 
mand my  lord  Chancelar,  to  ftay  proces  in  this  a6lion  till  your  maieftie 
be  very  perfytlie  informed  of  the  veritie  of  the  prefent  eftate,  and  pro- 
bable confequence  thereof;  and  thairwith  command  my  lord  Chance- 
lar, taking  with  him  two  or  thrie  of  your  maiefties  counfall  or  officers,  to 
deale  with  the  erle  of  Murray  to  giue  him  fatiffadlion  for  thefe  cuftumes, 
according  to  the  qualitie  of  his  title,  and  wourth  of  his  benefite. 

I  did  yifterday  fignifie  to  the  counfall  of  Edinburgh  your  maiefties 
pleafour,  concerning  the  gift  which  Bernard  Lindfay  hes  of  your  maieftie, 
of  the  impoft  to  be  exadled  of  the  tauernars  inhabiting  his  houfes  in 
Leith,  and  the  imployeing  the  reft  of  that  impoft,  dew  be  the  remanent 
tauerners  of  that  towne,  to  the  moft  neceflar  publidl  workis  of  the  burgh. 
Thair  defyre  wes,  that  thay  might  be  permitted  to  deliuer  thair  anfueir 
to  your  maieftie  be  one  of  thair  bailzies,  James  Nifbet,  whom  thay  ar  to 
difpatche  touards  court  tomorrow.  So,  expedling  your  maiefties  gude 
pleafour  euer  to  be  moft  hairtelie  and  humblie  obeyed,  I  befeik  God  long 
to  preferue  and  blifTe  your  maieftie.     Edinburgh,  4  February  [1G13?] 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefteis  moft  bund 
and  humble  feruand, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 
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LXVI.— SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

This  counfaill  day  oiire  melting  wes  not  frequent,  my  lord  chan- 
celar  being  fumwliat  altered,  and  for  preuenting  of  feiknes,  flayeing  at 
Dumfermeling  to  tak  phifik;  for  fupplie  whairof  I  wrait  in  liaifl  to  the 
archibifcliop  of  Glafgow,  who  having  appoynted  his  finodall  affemblie  to 
be  keiped  at  Glafgow  yifterday,  attended  vpon  it  whill  he  had  fetled  the 
mod  important  affaires  of  his  clergie,  and  thairefter  raid  the  mod  pairt 
of  the  night  to  cum  heir  to  the  counfall,  whair  he  gaue  vcrie  faithfull 
affiftance  to  the  performance  of  your  maiefties  dire6lions  and  feruices. 

Keluode  infifted  in  his  perfute  of  the  Erie  of  Caflils,  whois  excufe 
writtin  to  the  counfall  for  his  not  compeerance,  and  his  defvre  of  con- 
tinouation  of  the  mater  to  ane  longer  day  being  refufed,  Keluode  de- 
duced probation,  whairvpon  fentence  is  geuin,  finding  that  he  vnlaufullie 
tuke  and  deteaned  the  gentilman  prifoner,  for  which  he  is  ordaned  to  be 
charged  vnder  the  payne  of  horning,  to  enter  and  remayne  in  wairde,  in 
the  cailell  of  Edinburgh,  till  your  maieflies  pleafour  be  knowne. 

Sum  of  your  maiefties  counfall  ar  ordaned  to  confer  with  the  Erie  of 
Abercorne,  Lord  Vchiltrie,  and  Sir  William  Setoun,  anent  the  portes  to 
be  afligned  for  pafTage  betwix  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  proclamationis 
ar  to  be  maid  be  thair  aduyce,  concerning  the  ordour  that  may  impeid 
the  paflage  of  vnlaufull  perfones  or  gudds. 

The  gentilmen  nominat  be  your  raaieftie  to  exercife  the  otRce  of 
fchiref  in  fum  fchyres  cum  in  your  maiefties  handis  ar  ordaned  to  be  fent 
for  the  nixt  counfall  day  to  accept  thair  charge.  But  becaus  vour 
maiefties  letter  commandis  all  deputes  and  vther  members  of  court  to  be 
difchairged,  and  it  is  affirmed  vpon  knouledge  that  fum  clerkis  haue  Ivf- 
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rent  giftis  purchafed  deirlie  and  confirmed  be  your  maieflie,  with  claufes 
de  nouo  damni,  it  is  expedient  that  your  maieflies  pleafour  be  knowne 
thairanent. 

I  have  caufed  fet  downe  ane  a6l  of  counfall  of  the  declaration  of  your 
maiefties  will,  anent  the  effedl  of  your  maieflies  grantes  to  the  towne  of 
Edinburgh  and  to  Bernard  Lindfay,  of  the  impoft  to  be  lifted  of  the 
wyne  to  be  uented  in  Leith. 

The  18  of  May  being  affigned  be  the  counfall  to  the  Lord  Torthorall 
for  his  reconciliation  with  the  Lord  Vchiltrie,  and  he  fenfyne  preafled  to 
compeir  foner,  in  refpe6l  of  the  Lord  Vchiltries  earniftnes  to  go  to  Ire- 
land according  to  your  maieflies  command,  becaus  his  abfence  at  that 
day  may  flay  the  fetling  of  that  feid,  it  is  Immblie  defyred  that  your 
maieflie  may  be  pleafed  to  difpenfe  with  the  Lord  Vchiltries  flay  for  fo 
gude  caufe. 

Neill  Makcloyde  died  at  his  execution  verie  chriflianlie,  and  Mak- 
cloyde  Hereis  hes  tane  voyage  to  court,  onlie  defyrous  of  your  maieflies 
gracious  countenance. 

The  Bifchop  of  Brechin  making  all  pofTible  haifl  to  obey  your  maief- 
ties command,  in  his  fpeide  repaire  to  court,  and  being  diflurbed  pairtlie 
by  tempefluous  weather,  and  be  the  intervening  deceas  of  his  wyfe,  is 
now  vpon  his  journay.  Referring  all  vther  pourpofes  to  the  note  of 
counfall  maters  fent  to  be  fchawne  to  your  maieflie,  I  pray  God  to  pro- 
rogat  your  maieflies  yeires  and  multiplie  your  felicities. 

Your  mofl  facred  Maieflies  mofl  bund 
feruand. 


Edinburgh,  the  7  of  April  [1613?] 


To  the  Kinges  mofl  facred  Maieflie. 


S».  Th.  Hamilton. 
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LXVII._SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 
SlU, 

Be  my  letter  fent  yiflerday  to  James  Nifbet,  I  recommended  his 
affaires  to  yow,  and  fent  thairwith  the  contradl  betuix  yow  and  Brough- 
ton,  togidder  with  fum  writs  concerning  Johne  and  James  Maxuels  to  be 
fnbfcrjved  be  yow,  and  letters  from  Broughton  and  Drummorrell  con- 
cerning thair  awne  bufines,  whairof  I  expetl  your  anfueir.  Tliis  night 
I  have  receaued  your  letter  from  Maifter  Johne  Skene,  which  I  fall  obey, 
referving  my  dewtie  to  his  brother,  to  whom  yow  know  I  am  beholden 
for  his  gudewill  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Regifler,  wliich  dois  obleis  me 
in  all  dewtifull  thankfulnes  ;  and  if  Maifter  Johne  had  followed  my  freind- 
lie  counfall,  he  wald  not  haue  bene  intangled  in  this  vnproffitable  bufi- 
nes, bot  his  owne  wilfulnes  and  too  much  following  the  wilfuU  aduyfe 
and  opinion  of  fome  contentious  perfones,  hes  bred  trouble  and  vexation 
to  him  felf  and  his  brother,  who  will  do  him  reafon  and  fauour,  fo  far  as 
may  be  without  his  owne  extreme  preiudice.  Alwayes  as  I  haue  bene, 
fo  I  will  continew  to  be,  ane  inftrument  of  peace  amongs  thame,  and 
whatfoever  I  do,  fall  be  knowne  to  be  for  your  refpe6l,  which  is  the  onlie 
caufe  that  moues  me  to  mell  in  Maifter  Johnes  maters  fince  I  fand  him 
fo  obftinat. 

I  fall  informe  my  Lord  of  Regifter  of  your  freindlie  counfall,  who 
might  be  perfuaded  to  vfe  courtefie  according  to  his  owne  tradlable  na- 
ture, if  Maifter  Johnes  peremptour  vfage  of  him  had  not  alienated  his 
mynd  from  him. 

I  thank  yow  for  releving  my  promeis  to  Lamington,  whairof  I  had  moft 
perfyte  aflurance,  whenfoever  the  band  fould  cum  to  your  handis,  which 
yow  haue  now  returned  ordourlie  perfyte. 

Maifter  Thomas  Foulis,  my  gudebrither,  acknouledgis  that  fame  kind- 
nes  from  yow,  which  all  my  vther  freinds  hes  fund  in  thair  affaires  at 
court,  whairof  he  hes  willed  me  to  returne  yow  moil  affedlionat  thankis, 

o 
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and  to  requyre  your  fauorable  continouaiice.  He  hes  long  foght  his  for- 
tune at  court  without  fucces,  not  for  want  of  honed  mens  gudewill,  bot 
for  lak  of  occafions;  and  (ince  thair  is  no  default  in  him  felf,  whom  I 
know  to  be  honeft,  well  inclyned  and  thankfuU,  I  will  moft  erniftlie  requeill 
yow  to  grant  him  your  fauour  and  help,  for  his  fetling  in  any  honeft  fer- 
uice,  that  may  be  ane  meane  to  him  to  leive,  and  ane  beginning  of  his 
fortune,  to  be  amended  be  the  merite  of  his  behauiour  and  help  of  his 
wourthie  freinds,  of  which  number  bothe  he  and  I  ar,  affured  that  yow 
will  be  one  of  the  firft  and  beft,  as  I  fall  faithfullie  certifie  yow  that  your 
infinit  kyndneffis  to  me  and  my  freinds  fall  mak  me  euer  to  remayne 

Your  moft  oblefled  and  obedient  freind, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfuU  my  uerie 
wourthie  freind  John  Murray  of 
Lochmaben,  one  of  his  maiefties 
Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


lxviii sir  thomas  hamilton  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  CAN  wryte  no  farder  of  Edmiftons  eftate  nor  my  former  letters 
does  conteane,  for  fo  far  as  I  can  learne  nather  his  wairde  nor  mai- 
riage  will  fall.  Your  vther  affaires  ar  proceiding  as  yow  diredled  thame, 
and  the  proceiding  of  counfall  maters  wil  be  fignified  be  ane  note  there- 
of fent  to  his  maieftie,  and  fum  letters  writtin  be  the  counfall  to  his 
maieftie  concerning  the  Erie  of  Caftils  and  late  Lord  Maxwell,  fo  as  the 
onlie  caufe  of  my  wryting  thir  lynes  is  to  convoy  to  your  hands  ane  letter 
from  my  Lord  of  Glafgow,  who  having  relTaued  no  anfwers  of  findrie 
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letters  fend  to  yow  fince  his  returning  to  this  cuntrie,  feimcs  to  (Hftrufl  the 
faif  cumming  of  his  former  letters  to  your  hands,  whairof  I  pray  yow 
refolue  him  be  your  anfueir.  Vpon  the  24  of  this  moneth  I  fend  to  yow 
ane  letter  from  my  Lord  of  Scone,  and  exprefled  my  vnchainged  refolu- 
tion  in  the  pourpofe  concerning  my  felf  which  I  thoght  vntymous,  becaus 
I  wes  perfuaded  that  it  wald  appeir  fo  to  thefe,  without  whome  it  could 
not  conuenientlie  proceid.  So  fince  I  neuer  did  affecSl  it,  I  wald  be 
forie  that  it  fould  be  vnfeafonablie  moued  when  no  fucces  could  be 
expeciled  hot  my  difgrace,  as  if  I  fould  be  knowne  to  fute  vainelie  the 
thing  my  freinds  had  no  credit  to  obteane.  As  yow  fall  pleafe  to  com- 
mand me  any  farder  in  your  affaires  I  fall  be  reddie  to  obey,  as  I  am 
exceidinglie  obleifed,  in  refpecl  whairof  I  fall  ever  remayne 

Your  moll  faithfuU  freind  to  be  commanded, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 
Edinburghe,  28  Aprd  [1C13?] 

Sir,  If  any  thing  cum  to  your  knouledge  concerning  my  feruice  which 
aither  be  omiflion  may  offend  or  be  diligence  giue  fatiffa6tion  to  his 
maieflie,  I  pray  yow  if  your  laifer  feme  not  to  wryte  of  it.  Dire6l 
Maifler  Th.  Foulis  or  James  Douglas  to  do  it. 

Archbald  Cambels  letters  will  informe  yow  of  the  eflate  of  the  fer- 
uice aganis  the  Clangregour  bothe  young  and  olde,  and  of  his  brothers 
intention  how  to  profecute  that  which  reflis  to  be  done  thairinfill.  The 
fignatour  which  his  maieflie  figned  to  Lawers,  is  flayed  be  ane  laitter 
warrand  fent  from  his  maieflie.  No  man  will  be  fo  foolifli  as  to  prefume 
to  advyfe  his  maieflie  how  to  recompens  Lawers,  which  his  maieflie  can 
better  confider  nor  we  can  propone.  But  it  may  be  trewlie  affirmed  that 
be  hes  faithfullie  ferved  and  profittablie,  with  great  paynes  and  lofle, 
whairof  no  dowt  his  maieflie  will  graciouflie  confider. 

It  hes  pleafed  his  maieflie  to  mak  ele6tion  of  the  laird  of  Clofburne  to 
be  fliireff  of  Dumfreis  for  this  yeir,  which  he  bothe  can  and  will  difchairge 
faithfullie,  if  the  burding  of  his  eflate,  and  ftraitnes  of  his  creditours,  im- 
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peid  him  not ;  whairof  we  can  not  perfytlie  judge  whill  his  owne  an- 
fueir  cum.  But  incaice  hornings  for  debt  may  impeid  him,  it  wer  not 
amiffe  to  think  and  remember  his  maieftie  of  the  nixt  bed  choice. 


To  my  honorable  and  wourthie 
freind  John  Murray  of  Loch- 
maben,  one  of  his  Maiefties 
Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


LXIX.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

According  to  youre  maiefteis  diredlioun,  we  wryte  for  the  laird 
of  Johnnfloun,  his  moder,  and  goodedame,  to  vndirfland  of  thame,  gif  thay 
wald  perfifl  in  the  perfute  of  that  petitioun,  exhibite  vnto  youre  maieftie 
in  thair  names,  whairby  thay  craned  iuftice  to  be  execute  vpoun  the  for- 
feyted  Lord  Maxwell,  for  the  flauchtir  of  the  laite  laird  of  Johnnftoun. 
Thay  come  all  to  this  burgh,  and  the  laird  of  Johnnftoun,  with  his  moder 
and  tutor,  prefentit  thame  felfis  before  ws,  and  declairit  that  thay  wald 
infift  in  the  perfute  and  profequutioun  of  that  mater,  according  to  the 
tennour  of  thair  petitioun.  The  auld  lady  Johnnftoun,  through  feiknes 
and  inhabilitie  of  hir  perfone,  being  vnable  to  compeir  before  ws,  haue- 
ing  with  grite  difficultie  come  to  this  burgh  for  this  fame  eirand,  we 
diredlit  and  fend  the  Bifliop  of  Caithnes,  the  Lord  Kildrymmie,  and 
Lord  Preuey  Seale  to  hir,  to  vndirftand  hir  will  and  pleafoure  in  this 
mater:  vntowhome  fcho  declairit,  thatfcho  come  heir  purpoifelie  for  that 
mater,  and  that  fcho  wald  infift  according  to  the  tennour  of  the  petitioun ; 
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fua  that  now  tliair  reftis  no  farder  hot  youre  maiefteis  will  and  pleafoure 
to  be  declairit,  quhat  forder  youre  maieftie  will  half  to  be  done.  Wherein, 
althoght  the  conclufioun  of  youre  maiefteis  lettre  beiris,  that  we  fould  pro- 
ceid  to  the  adminiftratioun  of  iuftice,  yitt,  in  refpedl  of  a  worde  caffin  in 
in  the  preface  of  the  lettre,  beiring  that  youre  maieftie  had  not  as  yitt 
gevin  a  dire6l  anfwer  to  thair  petitioun,  we  half  prefomed  firft  to  acquent 
youre  maieftie  afoir  we  proceid  any  forder;  and  whateuir  it  fall  pleis 
youre  maieftie  to  direct  in  this  mater  falbe  immediatlie,  and  without 
delay,  execute.  Thair  wes  a  petitioun  gevin  in  this  day  vnto  ws,  be  Ro- 
bert Maxwell,  bruther  to  the  faid  laite  lord,  with  fome  offeris  to  the  pair- 
tie,  bot  becaus  the  mater  concernit  not  ws  we  wald  not  mell  thairin. 
Alwyfe  we  half  heirwith  fend  the  fame  to  youre  maieftie,  to  be  confidderit 
of  as  your  maieftie  fall  think  goode.  So,  praying  God  to  blifle  youre 
maieftie  with  all  happynes  and  felicitie,  we  reft 


Your  Maiefteis  maift  obedient  fubiedles 
and  feruitouris. 


Al.  Cancell^.  Linlithgow. 

J.  Hamilton.  A.  Mar. 

Glencairne.  Kingorne. 

Glasgow.  Alex.  Hay. 


Edinburgh,  28  Aprile  1613. 


To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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LXX OFFERS  MADE  BY  LORD  MAXWELL. 

Thie  offeris  following  ar  maid  be  me  Johnne  fumtyme  Lord  Max- 
well, for  my  felff,  and  in  name  of  my  kyn  and  freindis,  to  [James] 
now  Laird  Johnftoun  and  his  tutoris  and  curatouris,  Dame  Sara 
Maxwell,  Ladie  Johnftoun  younger  for  the  tyme  his  mothir,  Dame 
Margaret  Scott,  Ladie  Johniftoun  elder  his  guddame,  and  to  thair 
kyn  and  freindis,  for  the  vnhappie  flauchtir  of  vmquile  Sir  James 
Johnftoun  of  that  Ilk,  knyght,  committit  be  me. 

In  the  firft,  I  humblie  confes  my  offens  to  God,  the  kingis  maieftie,  and 
to  the  foirfaidis  perfones  for  the  faid  vnhappie  flauchtir,  and  declairis  my 
felf  to  be  maift  penitent  thairfoir,  craveing  firft  mercie  at  the  Almichty 
God  for  the  fame,  nixt  favour  and  grace  of  the  kingis  maieftie  my  foue- 
rane  lord,  and  forgifnes  of  the  greit  offence  done  to  the  foirfaidis  per- 
fones, teftifeing  be  my  foleme  aith  vpone  my  faluatioun  and  condempna- 
tioun,  that  the  foirfaid  vnhappie  flauchtir  wes  nawayis  committit  be  me 
vpone  foirthocht  fellonie  or  fett  purpois,  bot  vpone  meir  accident;  lykas 
for  cleiring  thairof,  I  am  content  to  purge  my  felff  be  my  greit  aith  in 
publi6l  quher  it  pleifs  the  pairteis  to  appoint,  and  do  quhat  farder  homage 
falbe  thoclit  expedient. 

Secundlie,  I  am  content  not  onlie  for  my  felff,  bot  for  my  hail  kyn  and 
freindis,  to  forgiff  the  flauchtir  of  vmquhile  Johnne  Lord  Maxwell  my  fa- 
thir,  committit  be  the  faid  vmquhile  Laird  of  Johnneftoun  and  his  com- 
plices, and  to  mak  afl  perfones,  quha  wes  athir  gyltie,  culpabill,  or  airt  and 
pairt  of  the  faid  flauchtir,  in  fecuritie  thairfoir,  fua  that  thai  nor  nane  of 
thame  fall  nevir  be  trublit  for  the  fame  be  me,  nor  be  nane  of  my  kyn  and 
freindis,  diredlly  nor  indire6llie,  in  tyme  cuming,  and  for  that  effedl  fall 
mak  fik  forme  of  fecuritie  as  fall  agrie  with  reafoun. 

Thirdlie,  becaus  Johnftoun,  dochtir  to  the  faid  vmquhile  Sir 

James,  wes  by  the  fuddant  and  vnhappie  flauchtir  of  hir  faid  vmquhile 
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fathir,  left  vnprovydit  of  ane  fuffitient  tochir,  and  for  the  bettir  avoyding 
of  all  inmitie  that  may  arryi'e  betiiix  tlie  houfs  of  Maxwell  and  John- 
lloun,  and  for  mair  fuir  eilablifchuig  of  freindfchip  araangis  thame  in  tyme 
cuming,  I  am  content  to  marie  and  tak  to  my  wyffe  the  faid 
without  ony  tochir. 

Fourtlie,  I  defyre  that  the  Laird  of  Johnftoun  may  be  mareit  to  Dame 
Maxwell,  eldell  dochtir  to  Jolme  Lord  Hereis  and  fiilir  dochtir 
to  me,  quha  is  a  perfone  of  lyke  aige  with  the  Laird  of  Johnftoun.  Lyk- 
as  I  falbe  obleift  to  pay  to  the  faid  Laird  of  Johnftoun,  in  name  of  tochir 
with  my  faid  lifter  dochtir,  tuentie  thowfand  raerk  Scottis,  and  quhat  far- 
der  falbe  thocht  expedient  be  the  ficht  of  freindis. 

Fyiftlie  and  laft,  I  am  content,  for  the  farder  fatiffadlioun  of  the  hous 
of  Johnftoun,  to  be  banifliit  his  maiefties  dominions  for  the  fpace  of  fevin 
yeiris  and  farder,  at  the  will  and  plefour  of  the  Laird  of  Johnftoun. 
Thir  offeris  to  be  augmentit  at  the  ficht  and  difcretioun  of  newtrall  freindis 
to  be  chofyn  to  that  effedl. 

Vnder  proteftatioun  alwayis,  that  thir  offeris  befoir  wryttin,  maid  vnto 
the  pairtie,  be  nawayis  offenfiue  to  the  kingis  maieftie,  nor  to  his  hienes 
counfall. 


LXXI._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Whereas,  by  the  examinatioun  of  that  complaynt  perfewit  be 
the  laird  of  Kelwode  aganis  the  Erll  of  Caffillis  (whairin  the  erll  com- 
peirit  not  to  vfe  his  lauchfuU  defenfle),  it  wes  provin,  that  Kelwood  wes 
tane  and  maid  prifonner  be  the  erll;  for  the  quhilk,  decrite  and  fentence 
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wes  gevin  aganis  him,  ordaning  him  to  entir  his  perfone  in  waird  within 
the  caftell  of  Edinburgh,  whilk  he  hes  accordinghe  obeyit,  he  finding 
that  his  filence  and  not  compeiring  to  defend,  in  that  inater,  had  inferrit 
aganis  him  ane  opinioun  of  his  guiltynes  of  a  cryme,  whairof  he  pretend- 
eth  to  be  moft  innocent :  for  cleiring  him  felff  thairof,  and  to  bring  the 
mater  to  a  fecund  heiring,  he  reafed  ane  fummondis  aganis  Kehvode  and 
his  brother,  and  Johnne  M'llvane  of  Grymmett,  for  that  fame  infolence 
and  ryot  comraittit  be  thame,  whairvpoun  Kelwode  his  wairding  proceidit; 
and  in  this  a6lioun,  proces  being  grantit  to  him  aganis  M'llveane  and 
Kelwodis  bruther,  his  awne  abfence  being  excuifit  vpoun  alledgeance 
that  he  wes  at  Courte;  and  M'llveane  being  lykwyfe  hard  in  ane  proces 
perfewit  be  him,  aganis  the  laird  of  Biaquhan  for  this  fame  ryot;  whair- 
vpoun Kelvvood  wes  wairdit  be  the  erll,  and  bothe  tliir  procefles  being 
verie  narrowlie  examinat,  in  the  audience  of  the  haill  counfell,  being 
convenit  in  a  verie  frequent  nomber,  it  appeiris  verie  weill  by  dedu6lioun 
of  the  twa  procefles,  that  the  erll  of  Caffillis,  in  the  taking  and  commit- 
ting of  Kelwode,  had  no  privat  refpedl  nor  confideratioun  of  his  awne,  hot 
fimplie  his  aifedlioun  to  juftice  and  preferving  of  your  maiefleis  peace, 
infofer  as  this  infolence  is  cleirlie  provin  aganis  M'llveane  and  Kel- 
wode, his  bruther,  and  thair  complices,  and  that  the  erll  him  felff  wes 
verie  far  contempnit  and  mifregairdit  be  thame,  wheras  he  come  vnto 
thame  the  tyme  of  the  tumult,  and  commandit  thame,  in  your  maiefleis 
name,  to  keip  your  maiefties  peace.  Quhilkis  haill  circumftanceis  being 
confidderit  be  the  counfell,  thay  ar  all  of  opinioun,  gif  the  erll  had  ap- 
peirit  in  the  firfl;  proces,  and  vfit  thir  defenflis,  whilkis  he  hes  now  provin 
at  this  fecund  heiring,  that  the  fame  wald  haif  bene  ane  goode  excep- 
tioun  and  defence  aganis  Kelwoodis  complaint.  M'llvane,  vpoun  this 
probatioun  led  aganis  him,  is  maid  prifonner  in  the  tolbuith,  and  charges 
ar  dire6l  aganis  Kelwodis  bruther  for  his  entrie  in  that  fame  waird.  This 
being  the  effect  and  fubftance  of  thir  twa  procefTes,  we  haif  heirby  pre- 
fentit  the  fame  to  your  maiefleis  princelie  confideratioun;  and  we  haif 
forborne  to  grant  ony  libertie  or  rcleif  to  the  erll,  quhill  your  maiefteis 
will  and  pleafour  be  knowne,  whilk  we  will  attend  at  your  maiefteis  beft 
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opporfunitie.     So,  with  oure  hairtie  prayeris  vnto  God,  recommending 
your  facred  maiellie  to  his  divyne  prote6lioun,  we  reft 


Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^  J.  Hamilton. 

Glasgow.  Glencairne. 

Abercorne.  Jo.  Prestoun. 
Alex".  Hay. 


Edinburgh,  28  Aprile  1613. 


To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


LXXII— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

According  to  your  maiefteis  diredlioun,  we  caufit  charge  Sir 
Alexander  Seytoun  to  compeir  befoir  ws  this  xviii  of  Maij,  to  half  hard 
and  feene  him  difchargeit  of  all  affumeing  vnto  himfelf  the  ftyle,  title, 
rank,  and  dignitie  of  ane  erll.  He  compeirit  be  Sir  Williame  Seytoun, 
his  vncle,  who  firft  proteftit  that  feeing  be  the  contradl,  infeftmentis,  and 

p 
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prouifionis  maid  to  the  faid  Sir  Alexander,  of  the  landis,  leving  and  erl- 
dome  of  Eghntoun,  he  wes  obUfl  to  tak  the  name  of  Montgomerie,  whilk 
he  did  acknowledge  as  his  proper  name,  and  wald  not,  nor  could  not  ac- 
knowlege  ony  vther  name.  That  thairfoir  his  anfuering  to  thir  fum- 
mondis  in  the  termes  as  wer  confauit,  in  the  name  of  Sir  Alexander  Sey- 
toun,  fould  infer  no  hurte,  preiudice  nor  inconuenient  vnto  him,  and  then 
he  produceit  ane  lettre  vnder  the  faid  Sir  Alexander  his  hand,  whilk  we 
half  heirwith  fend  vp  to  your  maieflie,  conteining  the  excufe  of  his  not 
compeirance,  and  the  defenffes  whilkis  he  had  to  vfe  in  this  mater,  being 
groundit  vpoun  ane  heritable  infeftment  of  tailyes,  pad  your  maiefties 
grite  feale  with  all  folempniteis  requifite,  and  vpoun  ane  re[tour]  of 
your  maieliies  Chancellarie,  pafl  be  ane  ordinar  forme  of  inqueill  of  ane 
nomber  of  no[bilmen],  whairby  the  faid  Sir  Alexander  wes  ferved  as  narr- 
efl  and  lauchfull  air  of  tailye  to  the  laft  Erll  of  Eglintoun.  For  verifica- 
tioun  whairof,  he  produceit  the  infeftments  foirfaid,  grantit  to  the  laft  Erll 
of  Eglintoun,  and  his  airis  maill  lauchfullie  to  be  gottin  of  his  body, 
quhilkis  failyeeing,  to  the  faid  Sir  Alexander  and  his  airis,  fpecifeit  in  the 
faid  infeftments,  of  the  haill  landis,  leving  and  erldome  of  Eglintoun, 
with  the  officeis  and  what  els  belonged  thairunto  ;  and  he  lykewayes  pro- 
duceit the  retour  and  feruice  foirfaid,  following  vpoun  the  faid  infeftment, 
whairby,  the  faid  Sir  Alexander  wes  fervit  air  as  faid  is.  Quhilk  infeft- 
ment and  retour  being  at  lenthe  feene,  confidderit,  and  examined  be  ws, 
it  wes  fundin,  be  the  haill  voiceis  of  the  table,  that  the  difputationis 
whilkis  wald  refult  and  aryfe  thairupoun,  could  not  be  proper  nor  compe- 
tent to  be  handlit  in  this  iudgement,  bot  behooffit  to  abyde  be  the  courfe 
of  law  in  the  ordinar  iudgement,  of  the  SefTioun;  and  thairfoir  we  thoglit 
meete,  that  this  mater  fould  reft  and  ly  ouer  till  your  maiefteis  forder 
pleafour  wer  knowne,  nowayes  bot  your  maieftie,  in  the  finceritie  of  your 
royall  hairt  and  difpofitioun,  whiche  is  weele  groundit  vpoun  infallible  rea- 
fonis  of  equitie  and  iuftice,  will  gratiouflie  accept  this  oure  refufaill  to 
tak  vpoun  ws,  the  decifioun  of  a  mater  nowayes  fitting  nor  competent  to 
oure  placeis,  fince  the  mater  may  be  formalie  handlit,  and  orderlie  and 
fummarlie  profequuted  in  the  awne  place  and  iudgement.     And  fo  pray- 
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ing  God  to  grant  vnto  your  maieflie  ane  lang,  happie  and  profperous 


Your  Maiefteis  mod  humble  and  obedyent 
lubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 


Al.   CANCELL^ 

J.  Hamilton. 
Abercoune. 

LiNLYTHGOW. 

Jo.  Prestoun. 


r.  cokburne. 
Alex''.  Hay. 
A.  Drummond. 
G.  Murray. 


Edinburgh,  18  May  1G13. 

To  the  King  his  niofl  facred  and 
excellent  Maiellie. 


LXXIIL— EARL  OF  EGLINTOUN  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL. 


Maist  Noble  and  maist  Honorable  good  Lords, 

In  all  humilitie  and  reuerence,  I  craue  your  honours  pardoun 
and  fauourable  interpretatioun,  for  my  abfence  at  this  tyme,  being  cited 
to  compeir  befoir  your  lordfliips  to  heir  and  fie  me  difchairgit  at  our  fo- 
uerane  lord  his  inflance,  fra  all  afluming  wnto  myfelf  the  ftyle  or  tytill  of 
ane  earle,  as  if  I  had  na  farther  right  thairto,  other  nor  be  contra6l  pall 
betuix  me  and  wmquhyll  Hew  lad  Earle  of  Eglintoun.  I  mynd  neuer  my 
lords  to  prefent  my  felf  in  judgment,  nor  to  na  vther  place,  to  be  in  onie 
fort  oppofite  to  onie  thing  I  may  vvnderftand,  is  my  maift  gracious  foue- 
rane  his  pleafure,  albeit  the  fame  fould  proceid  from  finiftrous  informa- 
tioun,  miftaking  or  hard  apprehenfioun  :  I  am  refolued,  as  it  is  mair 
feamlie  for  me,  and  futable  to  thefe  I  haue  the  honour  to  be  difcendit  of, 
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rather  to  fpend  my  bloode,  my  lyfe,  and  all  I  may  claime  to,  in  the 
mantenance  and  advancement  of  his  facred  will,  and  all  his  royall  com- 
mandementis.     I  haue  neuertheles  thoght  neceffar  to  prefent  herewith 
wnto  your  honours  eies,  fic  right  and  tytill  as  I  haue,  to  the  flyle  and  ho- 
nour of  Earldome  of  Eglintoun,  (albeit  vnworthie  of  the  fame,)  na  les  nor 
to  the  lands,   lordfliips,    baronies,   patronages,   and  haill  pertinents   of 
thathous,  and  leuing,  to  wit,  ane  tailzied  chairtour  authorized  be  his  nia- 
iefties  great  feall,  and  ane  retour  out  of  his  maifl  gracious  maieflies  Chan- 
cellarie  pad  be  ordinar  forme  of  tryell,  be  ane  aflyfs  of  a  fufRcient  number 
of  maift  ancient,  noble  and  worthie  men,  and  peirs  of  this  kingdome,  the 
onlie  beft,  maifl  fure,  and  laufull  grounds,  wherby  I  could  euer  wnder- 
ftand,  lands,  dignities,  or  onie  fic  thing  as  men  defyres  and  afpires  to, 
might  maift  furelie  be  acquyred  and  injoyed  in  this  eftait.     Thefe  I  en- 
treat your  honours  fauour  tak  the  paines  to  vieu  and  confider,  and  in 
your  great  wifdome  advyfe,  if  there  be  not  fufficient  warrands  to  me  for 
all  I  acclame  or  pretend  to,  fa  lang  as  the  fame  ftands  nather  refchindit 
nor  challenged  be  ordinar  cours  of  lau,  befoir  the  ordinar  judges  of  this 
kingdome,  in  all  ciuill  cauffis  and  tytles :  Quairin,  if  anie  juft  caus  of 
quarrell  or  challenge  war,  be  anie  defe6l  ather  in  fubftance  or  formalitie, 
as  the  famyn  wald  requyre  wther  witts  nor  myne,  experienced  in  laus  and 
formalities  to  defend  and  mantene  the  fame,  fo  knau  I  weel  your  ho- 
nours is  not  in  cuftome  in  this  judicatorie  of  priuie  counfall,  nor  wald 
neuer  giue  audience  to  anie  fic  difpntatioun  foundit  vpon  fic  autentick 
writts  and  tytills ;  bot  wald  remit  the  famyn  to  the  ordinar  cours  of  lau, 
to  the  audience  of  our  fouerane  lords  Colledge  of  Juftice,  and  Lords  of 
Seffioun,  ordinar  judges  to  all  fic  caufis  in  this  eftait.     Quhilk  cours  I 
houp  your  honours  will  infinuat,  (efter  the  fight  of  thefe  my  writts,)  to  our 
maift  gracious  fouerane,  to  be  maift  convenient  for  to  be  folloued  in  this 
alfo.     If  anie  pairtie  (quhilk  I  houp  nane  fall  haue  juft  caus  to  do)  think 
themfelfs  greued  in  anie  thing  I  acclame,  quhen  euer  fic  a6lioun  fall  be 
intendit  befoir  the  ordinar  judge,  if  I  be  not  found  to  haue  fufficient  an- 
fueirs  and  defences,  quhateuer  is  tane  fra  me  in  that  forme,  being  done 
in  ordinar  cours  of  juftice,  can  neuer  carie  to  me  difcredit  nor  difgrace, 
may  weill  mak  me  the  les  able,  fall  na  wayes  impair  my  good  will  to 
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ferue  in  all  affe6lioun,  with  all  fic  as  fall  reft  behind  with  me  our  dread 
fouerane  lord.  If  I  war  prefent  I  could  fay  nane  vther  hot  this,  the  no- 
valtie  of  this  forme  of  adlioun  will  excufe  I  houp  in  your  favourable  dif- 
pofitiouns  this  wncouth  forme  of  my  anfueir  be  writ  in  abfenfe  :  I  knaw 
not  if  I  fould  terme  it  a  defence  or  declinator.  Your  honours  I  dout  not 
will  wey  the  importance  of  this  matter,  and  to  what  confequence  He  a 
preparatiue  may  draw.  Quhat  euer  your  lordfliips  fall  refolue  liere  anent, 
I  fall  alwayes  honour  and  reuerence  as  becomes  me.  And  rather  nor 
my  abfence  fould  be  in  onie  fort  offenfiue  to  your  honours,  if  it  be  your 
will  and  command,  I  offer  myfelf  vpoun  your  intimatioun  to  the  delyuerer 
heirof,  to  rander  myfelf  befoir  your  lordfliips,  vpon  quhat  fchort  tyme  fall 
pleis  you  appoynt  to  receaue  all  your  honorable  commandements,  lyk 
as  I  reft  for  euer 

Your  Honours,  in  all  humilitie,  maift 
affetliq^^  feruitour, 

Eglintoun. 


LXXIV — THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  haif  hard  (to  our  great  greiff  and  forrow)  by  the  relatioun 
of  your  maiefteis  Secretarye,  and  be  the  inftrudlionis  committit  be  your 
facred  maieftie,  to  his  credite,  how  far  your  he3mes  is  difcontented  with 
the  prefent  gouernament  of  this  eftate,  as  yf  the  haill  mifordouris  and  ac- 
cidentis  whilkis  fallis  oute  heir,  procedit  frome  oure  cairles  negligence  and 
not  difcharge  of  oure  dewteis,  in  tliat  credite  and  truift  whilk  your  hey- 
nes  hes  repoifed  in  ws,  wherin  we  ar  not  a  litle  grevit  to  be  fa  hardlie 
cenfurit,  wheras  thair  is  no  thing  moir  deir  vnto  ws,  then  to  approve  all 
oure  adtionis  and  trauellis  to  your  maiefteis  goode  Ivkeing  and  content- 
ment ;  for  thair  is  no  courfe  that  euir  hes  bene  kepit,  for  pvnifliement  or 
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repreffing  of  malefa^lours,  whilk  hes  not  bene  profequuied  be  ws,  with 
als  great  cair  as  euir  hes  bene  clone  at  ony  tyme  preceding  ;  and  feing  we 
haif  no  other  pouer  bot  fick  as  hes  charge  of  your  maielleis  gairdis,  we 
direclit  and  employed  thame  at  all  occafionis,  and  in  oure  diligence  of 
perfewing  thame,  we  haif  euir  prevented  the  pairtyis,  and  hes  denunceit 
thame  at  your  maiefleis  inftance,  befoir  thay  wer  chargeit  be  the  pairtyis, 
and  hes  done  als  great  exemplair  pvnifliement,  thir  foure  or  fyve  yeiris,  as 
euir  wer  done  within  this  cuntrey.  And  as  to  the  particulair  profequu- 
tioun  of  the  Lord  Maxwellis  refettaris,  thair  is  a  nomber  of  thame  called, 
fynned  and  wardit.  The  refl  ar  fummond  to  particulair  dyettis,  and  falbe 
pvnifheit. 

As  to  the  llaughter  of  Cowhill,  that  feid  is  auld,  weill  knawn  to  your 
maieftie,  and  na  complaint  of  it  maid  by  ony  to  the  Counfell ;  and  thefe 
brethir  of  Kirkhous  had  alwayes  fauour,  bot  not  frome  the  Counfell,  and 
the  committair  of  that  (laughter  is  come  in  England. 

And  wheras  your  ma?e?l^^informit,  that  thefe  who  wer  appointed  to 
profequute  the  Lord  MaJl^fe*  keepit  company  with  him,  thay  who 
hes  the  commandment  of  your  maiefleis  gairdis  humelie  craveis  tryall  of 
that  calumnye :  as  lykew^ayes  that  that  cove  whilk  is  the  allegeit  place 
of  his  refett,  may  be  defigned,  for  we  can  not  find  ony  cuntrey  man  that 
knawis  ony  place  in  Nithifdale  or  Galloway  that  caryis  that  name. 

Commandment  is  gevin  to  the  kingis  aduocat  to  perfew  Lochinvar  for 
the  (laughter  of  his  feruand,  albeit  the  ordinair  forme  be,  that  the  aduo- 
cat fould  haif  ane  informair ;  and  it  is  not  ill  iuflice  when  the  pairty 
gettis  it  vpoun  fute. 

As  for  Maifter  Gilbert  Brown,  his  cautioun  is  vnlawit,  and  the  fowme 
payit  to  the  thefaurair ;  yff  he  be  Hill  within  the  cuntrey,  becaus  he  lati- 
tatis  obfcuirlie  and  we  can  haif  no  tryall  of  him,  we  haif  writtin  to  the 
prefbetereyis  within  whofe  boundis  he  is  mofl  fufpe6ted  to  be  refett,  to 
gif  vp  the  names  of  his  refettaris,  and  thay  falbe  accordinglie  pvniflieit, 
lykeas  meanis  falbe  maid  for  his  apprehenfioun,  yff  he  remane  within  the 
cuntrey. 

The  Erll  of  Errole  wes  fummond  befoir  this  diredioun,  to  compeir 
and  exhibite  the  laird  of  Geycht  befoir  the  Counfell. 
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As  for  Maifter  Johniie  Haminiltouii,  thair  wes  nevir  ony  dilatioun  maid 
to  the  Counfell  of  his  being  within  the  cuntrey,  or  of  his  refettaris,  and 
that  fouUl  haif  bene  the  conllant  moderatoris  dihgence  to  half  fhawne  the 
Counfell,  yff  ony  fuche  thing  wes,  bot  when  all  dilationis,  whidder  trew  or 
fals,  comeis  firfl  to  your  maieilie,  and  we  reproued  as  remifs  and  negli- 
gent, in  thingis  that  can  not  probablie  come  to  oure  knowledge,  we  ar 
not  able  to  yeild  your  maieflie  fatiffatSlioun.  Alwayes  we  haif  fend  for 
Maifter  Johnne  Hall,  conftant  moderator  heir,  and  willed  him  to  certifie 
his  brethrene,  that  we  defyre  to  be  certifyed  of  his  refettaris,  that  we  may 
proceid  aganis  thamc,  as  we  fall  proceid  aganis  all  vtheris  of  his  condi- 
tioun. 

As  for  the  gwnis  and  piftoUettis,  we  haif  pvniflieit  the  weiring  of  thame 
with  als  greate  rigour  as  evir  thay  wer,  as  the  thefauraris  comptis  and 
fvnes  takin  vp  for  that  offens  will  teftifie  ;  and  no  man  is  able  to  affirme 
that  evir  ony  complaynt  of  that  natur  wes  broght  befoir  the  Counfell, 
that  wes  not  pvniflieit.  We  haif  lyke\va^^pravit  privat  informationis 
oute  of  all  pairtis  of  the  cuntrey,  of  th^^iBbnd  weiraris  of  piftoUettis, 
and  fall  tak  fuche  ordour  with  thame  as  appertenis. 

As  for  the  eftate  of  the  north,  we  haif  conferrit  with  the  Marques  of 
Huntley,  and  findrie  other  cuntrey  men,  and  findis  no  fuche  difordour. 
Na  cuntrey  is  free  of  thair  particulair  difcontentmentis,  as  betuix  tlie 
laird  of  Drum  and  the  name  of  Forbes,  and  yitt  all  the  pairtyis  ar  vnder 
cautioun  for  your  maiefteis  obedyence. 

The  tryall  of  that  ryott  of  Drumfreis  wes  vnder  tryale  befoir  your  ma- 
iefteis diredlionis  come,  and  falbe  profequuted  with  all  rigour. 

The  buryall  of  the  Lord  Maxwell  wes  a  calumney,  wherwith  as  with 
monv  mo  your  maieftie  is  importuned,  for  he  lyis  ftill  vnbureyit  quair  he 
wes :  as  lykewayes  the  flaughter  of  Johnneftoun  of  Howgyll  wes  alyke 
fals. 

The  Colledlor  hes  promeift  to  extraft  all  patronageis  paft  by  him,  fen 
your  maieftie  going  to  England,  wherin  we  hoip  he  fall  gif  your  maieftie 
ifatiffadlioun.  And  fua  humelie  craving  pardoun  of  your  facred  maieftie 
for  this  oure  prefumptioun,  we  wilbe  bauld  in  all  reuerence  to  intreate 
vour  hevnes  fauourablie  to  conftrue  oure  doingis,  and  to  accept  in  goode 
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pairt  the  fimple  panes  and  travellis  whiche,  with  all  deutifuU  regaird  to- 
wardis  your  maieftie,  we  beftow  in  your  heynes  feruice,  wherin  our  cheif- 
efl  cair  is,  to  approve  oure  felffis  euery  way  in  that  meafour  to  your  ma- 
ieftie, whiche  to  oure  charge  and  credite  apperteyneth,  fua  that  your  ma- 
iefteis  gratious  acceptance  of  oure  trauellis,  may  not  onlie  rander  ws  con- 
forte  and  contentment,  hot  encourage  ws,  cheirfullie  and  glaidlie,  to  go 
fordwart  in  that  courfe,  whilke  your  maieftie  expe6leth  of  ws,  and  whilk 
to  oure  charge,  dewytie,  and  placeis  apperteyneth.  Thus  ending  with 
oure  humble  and  hairty  prayeris  to  God,  for  the  continwance  of  your 
facred  maieftie  and  your  royall  progenie  in  all  happines  and  felicitie,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  fervitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  J.  Balmerinot. 

LoTHiANE.  S''.  Th.  Hamilton. 

Scone.  Bewly,  Comptroller. 

A.  Vchiltrie.  Jo.  Prestoun. 
Halyrudhous. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


lxxv.^sir  thomas  hamilton  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  14  of  this  moneth  was  delyuered  to  me  yifter- 
day.  Promeis  is  maid  that  the  lord  of  Tortherals  money  will  be  payed, 
if  fo  be  it  fall  be  imployed  as  ye  have  diredled,  and  tymous  aduerteif- 
ment  fall  be  fend  to  yow  how  all  proceids. 

I  am  fure  yow  have  reflaued  long  or  now  Maifter  Johne  Aikmans 
owne  anfweir  concerning  his  intromiffion  with  your  rentis  and  his  ac- 
comptis  thairof. 
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I  haue  not  reflaued  thefe  copies  of  your  bands  gevin  for  fowmes,  for 
which  the  Laird  of  Lochinvar  was  caution  for  yow,  albeit  your  letter  mak 
mention  of  thefe  copies;  bot  I  haue  reflaued  ane  litell  vnfubfcryved 
corapt  of  the  fowmes  deburfed  in  fum  of  your  affaires,  whicli  I  tak  to  be 
your  bufines  of  Pinjcrie. 

Your  cufingis  turnes  which  ye  fo  eirniftlie  recommend  fall  haue  be  me 
all  the  furtherance  to  ane  jufle  and  reafonable  appoyntment  that  can 
ftand  with  my  dewtie;  for  I  am  fufficientlie  informed  of  your  caire  of 
the  bufines,  both  be  your  owne  fpeache  and  many  letters. 

My  Lord  of  Scone  is  cum  to  this  towne,  with  whom  I  have  met  this 
morning,  bot  have  not  fund  his  laifer  to  confer  in  your  particular,  for  he 
had  fchort  tyme  to  flay  with  me,  and,  as  I  heir,  is  fafched  with  affaires 
which  ar  fo  neir  and  weightie  to  him,  that  it  had  bene  indifcretion  to  haue 
troubled  him  vntymouflie  with  tlie  vther  pourpofe,  which  I  fall  not 
negledl  at  the  firfl  gude  occafion.  I  know  ye  will  be  forie  to  heir  of  the 
caufe  of  his  anger,  for  albeit  it  may  be  that  he  be  als  fpairing  to  wryte 
plainelie  fo  yow  as  he  wes  to  fpeak  to  me  of  it,  yet  I  am  perfuaded 
that  thair  is  much  of  that  mater  knowne  to  thefe  who  of  dewtie  can  not 
omit  to  wryte  of  it  to  yow,  and  than  ye  will  in  your  wifdome  judge  of  it 
as  it  merits,  and  do  in  it  as  befl  agries  with  the  interefl  of  thefe  whom  it 
touches;  which  I  remit  to  your  freindlie  difcretion,  and  recommend  yow 
to  Goddis  prote6tion.     Edinburgh,  this  21  May  [1613?] 

Your  mofl  afTured  and  obleifled  to  be  commanded, 

S^.  Th.  HaxMilton. 


The  lafl  Lord  Maxwell  is  now  beheaded  at  4  a  clok  this  efternone. 

Sir,  I  pray  yow  have  ane  caire,  that  in  this  mater  concerning  my  Lord 
of  Scone,  it  be  not  knowne  to  any,  that  aither  letters  from  him  felf,  or  from 
his  freinds  be  his  knouledge,  fould  be  the  ground  of  any  aduerteifment  to 

Q 
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court,  and  that  it  be  cairied  thair  als  quyetlie  as  may  be,  whairin  all 
mufl  rely  vpon  your  freindlie  difcretion  and  fpeidie  anfueir. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  my 
mod  wourthie  freind  John 
Murray  of  Lochmaben,  one 
of  his  maiefties  Bedchamber. 


LXXVI.-KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  AND 
SIR  GIDEON  MURRAY. 

James  R. 

Trusty  and  welbeloued  Counfellours,  wee  greete  yow  well. 
Whereas  Archibald  Campbelle  hath  made  ouuerture  to  vs,  of  a  cours  to 
be  taken  for  pacification  and  redudlion  to  ciuilitie  of  all  the  highlandes 
of  that  our  kingdome,  which  in  our  iudgement  carying  good  probability 
of  bringing  that  to  pafle  which  wee  haue  thefe  manie  yeares  wifhed,  wee 
haue  made  fpeciall  choyce  of  yow  two,  (as  in  whome  wee  repofe  mofl  trufle 
in  this  bufines,  and  efleeme  mofl  fitte  to  do  vs  feruice  in  thofe  partes,  as 
hauing  no  particulare  refpe6les  there,)  willing  yow  diligentlie  to  confider 
of  the  heades  of  the  faid  ouuertour,  and  (feeing  it  is  fo  neceflarilie  to  be 
embraced)  with  all  expedition  conuenient,  to  draw  vp  a  commiffion  to  the 
earle  of  Argyle,  the  lord  of  Scone  and  your  felues,  with  fuch  articles, 
heades  and  claufes  therein,  as  yee  fliall  thinke  mofl  requifite  for  perform- 
ance of  the  feruice,  and  amongfl  others  a  fpeciall  claufe  conteyning  fpe- 
ciall power  to  your  felues  to  graunte  remiffions  to  fuch  as  yee  fhall  thinke 
fitte.  Which  commiffion  hauing  ended,  it  is  our  pleafour  that  immedi- 
atelie  therafter,  yee  fende  the  fame  vnto  vs  by  the  faid  Archibald,  to  the 
intent  that  wee  may  expede  the  fame  both  with  the  greateft  celerity  and 
fecrecy  that  may  be.  And  if  for  performing  of  the  faid  feruice  yee  fhall 
ftande  in  neede  of  force,  it  is  our  pleafour  that  yee  employ  the  laird  of 
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Lawers  before  any  other,  as  one  who  hath  already  giuen  fufficient  tefli- 
monie  of  his  affe6lioun  to  our  feruice  :  and  thefe  premifles  mod  earned- 
lie  recommending  to  your  fpeciall  care  and  expedition,  according  to  tlio 
trull  repofed  in  yow,  wee  bid  you  farewell.  At  our  mannour  of  Green- 
wich, the  viij^''  of  June  1613. 

To  our  trully  and  welbeloued  Coun- 
fellours  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton,  our 
Secretarie,  and  Sir  Gideon  Mur- 
ray, our  deputy  treaforer  of  our 
kingdome  of  Scotlande. 

Indorfed  by  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton  : 

"  Reff.  16  Junij,  1613. 

"  His  Maieftie  anent  comraiffion  for 
pacifieing  the  Hielandis,  grant- 
ing remiffions,  imployeing  the 
laird  of  Lawers  in  feruice." 

Vnder  his  Majellys  Seal. 


LXXVII.— KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  SIR  THOMAS  HAMILTON  AND 
SIR  GIDEON  MURRAY. 

James  R. 

Trusty  and  welbeloued  Counfellours,  wee  greete  yow  well. 
Whereas  Archibalde  Campbell  hauing  vndertaken,  for  the  benefite  of  fome 
parte  of  that  our  kingdome,  to  bring  in  flraungers  for  making  of  reade 
heringes,  and  becaus  the  fame  wilbe  verie  chargeable  vnto  him,  hath  not 
onlie  fought  the  fole  making  of  reade  heringes  in  all  the  boundes  betwixte 
Paintland  Firth  and  the  MuUe  of  Galloway,  but  alfo  for  fupplie  of  his 
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charges,  hath  fought  in  penfion  thofe  fouretene  lad  of  heringes  yearehe 
payed  vnto  vs  by  our  right  trufty  cofen,  the  earle  of  Argyle,  as  the  dewty 
of  the  tack  of  the  afife  heringes  of  thofe  partes  fette  vnto  him.  And  for- 
afmuch  as  the  faid  Archibald  hath  confidenthe  affirmed  vnto  vs  that  the 
faid  fourtene  lafl  of  heringes  haue  not  in  any  yeare  heretofore  bene  worth 
aboue  fix  or  eight  and  thirty  poundes  flarlinge,  wee  haue  thought  good 
hereby  to  require  yow  to  learne  what  the  fame  haue  bene  worth  at  any 
time  bygone,  and  finding  the  treuth  to  be  according  to  his  afTertion,  that 
yee  caufe  expede  vnto  him  the  guifte  of  the  faid  penfion,  and  graunte  of 
tiie  faid  licence,  withoute  any  compofition.  And  fo  wee  bid  yow  farewell. 
At  our  mannour  of  Greenwich,  the  viij'''  of  June  1613. 

To  our  trufly  and  welbeloued  Coun- 
fellours  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton, 
knight,  our  Secretarie,  and  Sir  Gi- 
deon Murray,  knight,  our  deputy 
treaforer  of  our  kingdome  of  Scot- 
lande. 


Indorfed  bv  Sir  Thomas  Hamilton 


"  Refi:  16  Junij,  1613. 

"  His  Maieflie  anent  the  priuilege 
of  reid  hering  to  Archib.  Cam- 
bell. 

"  Ane  penfion  to  Archib.  Cam- 
bell  of  the  AfTyfe  hering  of 
the  wefl  fea." 


Vnder  his  Majeflys  Seal. 
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lxxviii.—the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

This  xvij  of  Junij  inftanl  being  the  appointit  dyet  for  proueing 
of  the  complaint  maid  be  the  erll  of  CaflTilUs  aganis  the  Laird  of  Kelvvode; 
and  he  haveing  foundit  his  complaint  vpoun  thefe  fame  verie  pointis  of 
mifljohaviour  and  infolence  committit  be  Kelwode,  whairiipoun  Kelvvode 
his  warding  proceidis;  whairby  it  appeiris  that  the  erUis  cheif  fcope  and 
purpois  wes  to  juflifie  and  cleir  him  felf  of  that  imputatioun  of  vnlauch- 
full  and  partiall  proceding,  whilk  he  vndirlyis  in  the  taking  and  commit- 
ting of  Kelwode:  And  thay  being  bothe  at  grite  lenth  hard  in  this  mater, 
and  a  nomber  of  witneiles  being  produceit,  admittit,  and  narrowhe  and 
exa6lHe  examinat  thairintill,  it  is  cleirlie  verifoit  and  provin,  that  in  a 
tumult  whiche  happynnit  and  fell  oute,  within  the  towne  of  Mayboill,  be- 
tuix  the  Laird  of  Blaquhan  and  Johnne  ^Pilvane,  youngair  of  Grymmett, 
that  the  faid  Laird  of  Kelwode  not  onlie  joyned  him  felft'  to  Grymmett, 
and  remanit  in  companie  with  him  during  the  tyme  of  the  tumult,  hot 
quhen  the  Erll  of  Caffillis,  vpoun  occafioun  of  the  tumult,  come  to  the 
gait,  and  as  one  of  your  maiefteis  counfaill,  the  cheif  magiftrat  of  the 
cuntrey,  and  a  juflice  of  peace,  commandit  bothe  pairtyis  to  keepe  the 
peace,  <hat  he  gat  no  obedyence  on  the  pairt  of  Grymmett  and  his  com- 
panie; as  alfua,  that  Kelwode  diredllie  opponnit  him  felf  aganis  the  faid 
erll  his  baillie,  who,  immediatlie  after  the  tumult,  being  diredlit  be  the  erll 
to  charge  Grymmett  and  Dauid  Corrie,  bruther  to  Kelwode,  cheif  authouris 
of  that  tumult,  to  enter  in  warde ;  and  coming  to  the  houfe  quhair 
thay  wer  in  companie  witli  Kelwode,  the  faid  Kelwode  planelie  withftoode 
and  refiftit  the  baillie,  faying,  Grymmett  Ibuld  not  go  to  warde,  and  yf 
the  erll  him  felf  wald  fetche  him,  that  he  fould  tak  him  ouer  his  bellie  or 
he  gatt  him  to  warde.  This  probatioun  being  hard  and  dewlie  confid- 
derit,  it  wes  fundin,  be  vniforme  voiceis  of  the  haill  table,  that  Kelvvode 
had  verie  far  ouerfeene  him  feltf,  by  his  mifbehaviour,  in  the  twa  particulair 
pointis  abouewrittin ;  for  the  quhilk,  decreit  and  fentence  is  gevin  aganis 
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him,  ordaniiig  him  to  enter  his  perfone  in  warde  within  the  caftell  of 
Blaknes,  thair  being  no  voyde  place  nor  rowme  for  him  in  the  caflell  of 
Edinburgh.  Vpoun  the  pronunceing  of  this  fentence,  the  Erll  of  CaflilHs, 
in  a  verball  difcourfe  maid  be  him,  quhairin  verie  folemnhe  he  purgeit 
him  felf  of  all  priuat  grudge  or  partiall  confideratioun  in  the  committing 
of  Kelwode,  and  that  he  had  no  vther  refpe6l  hot  the  difcharge  of  his 
dewyteis  and  the  preferving  of  your  maiefteis  peace ;  he  humelie  craued 
that  we  wald  gif  notice  heirof  unto  your  maiellie,  and  be  intercelTouris 
at  your  maiefteis  handis  for  his  relief.  Whairupoun  we  haif  heirby  pre- 
fomed  to  prefent  vnto  your  maiefteis  graue  and  princelie  confideratioun, 
the  trew  eftate  of  this  proces,  as  it  wes  verefeit  and  provin  befoir  ws, 
with  the  cenfure  whiche  we  haif  maid  thairof,  leaveing  it  to  your  ma- 
iefteis more  excellent  and  cleir  iudgement  to  confidder  thairof,  and  fo  to 
difpoife  vpoun  the  faid  erll,  his  reftreante  or  releif,  as  your  maieftie,  in  the 
linceritie  and  integritie  of  your  awne  iudgement,  fall  find  fitting.  And 
fo  recommending  your  maieftie  and  your  royall  progenye  io  Godis  merci- 
full  protedlioun,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell'.  J.  Hamilton. 

Sanctandrois.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Abercorne.  R.  Cokburne. 

BL.\NTyRE. 

[No  date.] 
To  the  Kine  his  moft  excellent  Maieftie. 


lxxix._sm  thomas  hamilton  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  reflaued  your  letters  of  the  17  yiftemight,  immediatlie  efter 
your  miftres  arrivall  at  this  towne  in  gude  health,  praifed  be  God.    Scho 
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hopes  to  tak  woU  with  hir  naturall  aire,  and  neuertheles  intendis  to  mako 
all  gudelie  haill  to  yow,  and  to  cum  als  neir  the  terme  appoynted  be  hir 
maiellie  as  fciio  may. 

As  yet,  I  haue  not  had  much  occafion  of  conference  with  hir,  bccaus 
fcho  mufl  giue  this  tyme  to  hir  freindis,  who  ar  defirous  to  falute  and 
welcum  hir  to  the  cuntrie.  Bot  before  fcho  go  furth  of  this  towne,  we 
fall  tak  more  tyme  to  thefe  maters,  alfwel  concerning  your  rentis  as  your 
turne  with  my  Lord  of  Scone,  and  your  vther  atfaires,  whairof  fcho  hes 
made  ane  generall  motion.  As  to  hir  owne  fecuritie,  nothing  is  defyred 
to  be  mended  in  it  bot  that  it  hurt  hir  not  of  that,  which  your  felf  intendis 
to  hir;  for  I  mufl  beare  hir  true  witnes,  that  fcho  acknouledgis  all  hir 
prouifion  to  proceid  of  your  meere  fauour,  and  that  fcho  acclames  no 
thing  vpon  merite,  bot  dependis  whoUie  vpon  your  approvin  gudewill. 

At  hir  firfl  camming  to  this,  newes  met  hir  heir,  of  the  deceas  of  your 
brother  Sir  Dauid  at  Dumfreis  vpon  the  IG  of  this  moneth.  The  Laird 
of  Cokpule  wrait  of  It,  and  defyres  that  refpe6l  may  be  had  to  him,  for 
the  place  of  one  of  the  Comiffionars,  which  vaikes  be  Sir  Dauids  death, 
as  alfo  the  keiping  of  the  Caftell  of  Dumfreis,  whairof  I  thoght  fit  to 
aduerteis  yow  in  dew  tyme,  that  yow  might  tak  fik  ordour  thairin,  as  to 
your  wifdome  fall  feme  expedient. 

Thefe  to  whom  the  controuerfie  anent  the  leiving  of  Sanquhar  is  re- 
mitted, ar  to  conveine  before  thay  go  from  this  towne.  Thay  ar  all  well 
affefted  to  the  equitable  fetling  of  the  pairties,  and  as  things  proceid,  vow 
fall  be  aduerteifed. 

Be  gude  luk,  my  Lord  of  Scone  is  this  day  cum  to  this  towne,  and  hes 
allured  me  that  he  hes  caufed  forme  and  fubfcryve  ane  procuratorie  of 
refignation  of  the  policie,  park,  ftewartrie,  and  fies  thairof,  which  he  and 
Baluaird  hes  fubfcryued.  Bot  he  hes  promeifed  to  fend  that  and  his 
evidents  heir,  to  the  effeiSl  it  may  be  confidered  if  any  thing  neids  to  be 
reformed  be  your  men  of  lawes  fight.  As  to  his  howfe,  he  faves,  he  will 
wryte  to  your  felf  the  reafons  why  he  difponis  it  not  with  the  reft,  which 
I  remit  to  his  owne  letter.  We  haue  met  in  Williame  Creichtoun  and 
my  Lord  Sanquhars  fones  trylle,  which  is  continoued  to  the  ni.xt  coun- 
fail  dav. 
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My  Lord  of  Glafgow  hes  trauelled  cairefullie  to  agrie  Sir  James 
Skene  and  his  father  and  brother,  and  hes  promeifed  to  aduerteis  yow  be 
his  letter  of  the  conclufion  thairof. 

My  Lord  of  Scone  hes  conferred  with  your  lady,  and  promeifis  to  fie 
things  perfyted  at  hir  camming  to  Falkland,  as  his  letters  to  your  felf 
will  more  particularlie  bear. 

I  caufed  giue  in  ane  bill  to  the  counfall  for  ane  warrand  to  the  Laird 
of  Cokpule,  to  reffaue  the  keyes  of  the  Callell  of  Dunifreis;  which 
granted,  my  Lord  Chancelars  packet  forces  myne  to  accumpanie  it  with 
fuch  haift,  as  I  can  not  wryte  farder  in  your  particulars,  whill  I  find  your 
ladyes  laifer  to  confer  of  thame.  Till  then  and  euer  I  commit  yow  to 
God.     Edinburgh,  26  Augufl;  [1613?] 

Your  obleifed  and  faithfull  freind  at  power, 

S".  Th.  Hamilton. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John 
Murray  of  Lochmaben,  one  of 
his  Maieflies  Bedchamber,  at 
Court. 


lxxx — lord  binning  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Your  maieflies  counfall  having  met  this  day,  wer  onlie  bufied 
in  decifion  of  complaints  of  fmall  moment  betuix  pairties,  no  mater  hav- 
ing occurred  to  trouble  your  maiellie,  bot  ane  fupplication  of  John  Gor- 
don of  Lentufh,  fum  tyme  fchiref  depute  of  Aberdene,  who,  for  obedi- 
ence of  your  maiefl:ies  decreit  arbitrall,  betuix  the  Marquis  of  Huntlie 
and  Erie  of  Erroll,  having  entered  prifoner  in  the  cafl,ell  of  Edinburgh 
the  firfl;  of  this  moneth,  hes  defyred  to  be  fred  be  the  counfall,  offering 
to  a6l  him  felf,  vnder  the  payne  of  ten  thowfand  merkis,  to  keip  waird  in 
the  towne  whill  he  be  fred  be  your  maieflies  warrand.     The  counfall, 
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confidering  that  he  wes  wairdod  vpoun  your  maieflies  owne  decreit,  wald 
not  prefume  to  grant  him  any  farder  fauour,  hot  that  thay  dire6led  nne 
to  lignifie  tlie  offp6l  of  his  fupphcation  to  your  maieftie,  humblie  defyring 
to  know  your  maiellies  gude  pleafour,  which  in  that  and  all  vther  vour 
royall  commandements,  thay  will  with  all  fubmiffe  fidelitie  obey.  So, 
wifliing  to  your  maieftie  moft  perfect  and  permanent  felicitie,  I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble 
and  faithfull  fubie6l  and  feruant, 

Binning. 
Edinburgh,  22  Oaober  [1613?] 

To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


lxxxi.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

We  haif  bene  this  day  in  handis  with  the  commiffionaris  of  the 
burrowis,  anent  that  mater  of  the  aflife  hering  of  the  North  Yllis,  craned 
be  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  conforme  to  your  maiefteis  patent  figned  in  his 
fauouris,  and  the  Laird  of  Bogye,  and  Maifter  Johnne  Browne,  commif- 
fionaris and  agentis  for  the  duke,  hes  bene  at  lenth  hard  thairupoun ;  in 
whiche  poynte,  infofar  as  the  fame  concernit  the  fifliearis  and  tradaris  on 
this  fyde  of  Buchane  Nefs,  the  dukis  commiffionaris  did  nowayes  contra- 
uert  with  the  burrowis,  hot  did  acquiefce  and  allow  of  that  decreit  and 
fentence  gevin  in  thair  fauouris,  fome  two  yeiris  ago,  when  as  this  fame 
bufynes  wes  follicited  be  one  Capteyne  Mafoun,  Englifliman  :  By  the 
whilk  decreit  and  fentence  it  wes  fundin  be  your  maiefteis  counfell,  that 
no  fuche  affife  dewitie  could  be  craued  of  the  burrowis,  becaus  thair  ont- 
red  for  the  Northe  fiflieing  wes  of  the  nature  of  ane  maircheant  voyage, 
fubiedl  to  the  lyko  hafaerd,  trouble,  chargeis,  and  inconftancie,  as  ony 
foreyne  ontred,  and  thair  wes  neuer  ony  affife  dewytie  craued  of  thame 
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at  ony  tyme  heirtofoir.    And  whereas  thair  wes  a  verie  grite  decay  of  all 
tradis  and  handling  in  this  kingdome,  and  this  trade  of  the  fiflieing,  whilk 
is  only  followit  oute  by  a  nomber  of  fea  fairing  men,  being  lykewayes 
liklie  to  be  caflin  vp,  to  the  vtter  vndoing  and  beggering  of  diners  of  your 
maiefleis  poore  people,  yf  the  faid  dewytie  had  bene  exa<5lit  of  thame, 
it  wes  thoght  meete  to  encourage  thame  to  profequute  and  follow  oute 
that  trade,  bothe  for  the  weele  of  the  cuntrey,  advancement  of  your  ma- 
iefleis culloumes,  furthering  the  homebringing  of  bulyeoun,  and  balding 
of  thir  poore  people  (who  otherwayes  wald  miferablie  periflie)  at  worke. 
Thair  refled  onlie  twa  pointis,  whilkis  wer  earniillie  follicited  be  the  dukis 
agentis:  the  firft,  that  thay  might  half  warrand  for  vplifting  of  this  dewitie 
frome  ftrangearis;  and  nixt,  that  thay  might  haif  it  frome  the  inhabitantis 
of  Orknay  and  Yetland,  and  other  cuntrey  people  thairaboute,  who,  as  wes 
alledgeit,  had  no  reafoun  to  clame  ony  fuche  fredome  or  immvnitie  from 
this  affife  dewytie,  becaus  thay  followit  thair  fiflieing  with  als  grite  faci- 
litie  and  eafe,  and  with  als  litill  hafaird,  perrell,  chargeis,  or  expenfles,  as 
thefe  at  Dunbar  and  the  Weft  feas.    To  the  whilk  pointe  it  wes  anfuerit 
be  the  burrowis,  that  thir  people  wer  onlie  thair  feruandis  and  fifliearis, 
haveing  no  ontred  nor  floike  of  thair  awne,  hot  ferved  thame  for  wageis; 
and  farder,  that  thair  hering  wer  all  maid,  faltit,  and  barrellit  vpoun  the 
fea,  and  verie  few  or  nane  of  thame  broght  frelhe  and  greene  to  land ; 
and  that  no  affife  aucht  to  be  craved  of  ony  hering,  hot  of  fuche  as  ar 
broght  freflie  and  greene  to  land.     This  point  being  at  lenth  reafouned 
and  debaitit  amongs  ws,  it  wes  fundin,  by  vniforme  voices  and  confent, 
without  ony  kynd  of  contradidlioun,  that  the  affife  dewytie  aucht  onlie  to 
be  payit  for  the  hering  broght  frefhe  and  greene  to  land,  and  that  the 
hering  whilkis  ar  maid,  faltit,  and  barrellit  vpoun  the  fea,  and  maid  reddye 
for  the  tranfporte,  hes  nevir  bene  in  vfe  to  pay  ony  dewytie.    And  anent 
the  laft  poynte,  tuitcheing  the  dewitie  craued  to  be  payit  be  flrangearis, 
we  wer  loathe  to  mell  thairin,  becaus  thair  is  fome  ftrangearis,  efpeciallie 
thefe  of  Holland,  who  doeth  acclame  libertie  and  preuilege  by  your  ma- 
iefteis  patent  grantit  in  thair  fauouris,  to  fiflie  in  your  maiefteis  watteris, 
whilk  preuilege  we  wilbe  loathe  to  bring  in  queftion  without  your  ma- 
iefteis allowance.     Bot  feeing  the  conditioun  and  tennour  of  that  patent 
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is  obfcure  and  vnkiiowne  vnto  ws,  and  no  recorde  thairof  being  in  your 
niaiefteis  Regiflcr,  oure  fimple  opinioun  to  your  maieftie  is,  that  your  ma- 
ieftie  wald  caus  your  ambaffadour,  refidont  with  the  efteatis,  craue  ane 
autentic  copye  of  that  patent,  and  that  the  fame  may  be  fend  heir,  to  the 
effedl  that,  after  infpedtioun  and  confideratioun  thairof,  it  may  be  known 
how  far  your  maieftie  may  go  with  thame  in  that  mater.  This  being  the 
effetl  of  oure  procedingis  in  this  bufynes,  we  do  humehe  prefent  the 
fame  to  your  maiefteis  princche  confideratioun,  nowayes  doubting  bot 
your  maieftie,  oute  of  your  accuftomat  fauourablo  regaird  towardis  the 
weele  of  youre  goode  people,  and  furthering  of  thair  trade  and  trafficque, 
will  gratiouflie  accept  of  this  oure  conclufioun :  and  fo,  with  oure  earnift 
prayers  vnto  God,  for  the  lang  continewance  of  your  maiefteis  bliffed  and 
happie  reigne  ouer  ws,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell'.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Binning.  R.  Cokburne. 

A.  Carre.  P.  Oliphant. 

A.  Drummond.  G.  Murray. 

Alex".  Hay. 

Edinburgh,  17th  May  1614. 

lxxxil— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Thair  wes  a  petitioun  gevin  in  this  day  to  your  maiefteis  coun- 
faill  in  the  name  of  Sir  James  M'Coneill,  proporting  that  thirtuelffyeiris 
bigane  he  had  fuftenit  grite  trouble,  diftrefte,  and  miferie,  by  his  ftrait  im- 
prifonment  in  the  caftellis  of  Blacknes  and  Edinburgh,  whair  he  lies  beene 
this  lang  tyme  keept  in  irnis ;  and  his  defire  wes,  that  he  might  be  fred 
and  relevit  of  his  warde,  and  fufferrit  to  remane  with  his  freindis  in  ony 
pairt  of  your  maiefteis  dominionis,  quhill  it  fould  pleas  God  to  prefent 
fome  occafioun  quhairby  your  maieftie  might  imploy  him  in  your  maiefties 
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feruice;  and  he  did  offer  cautioun  for  his  perfonall  compeirance  befoir  the 
counfell,  quheneuir  he  fould  be  chargeit,  and  for  his  not  repairing  to  Kin- 
tyre  nor  Yla  without  your  maiefteis  Hcence,  vnder  fuche  foumes  as  fould 
be  inioyned  vnto  him.  His  petitioun  being  hard  and  confidderit  be  ws, 
and  we  remembering  that  thair  wes  a  decreit  and  fentence  of  forfaltour 
flanding  aganis  the  faid  Sir  James,  for  certane  crymes  of  treafoun  com- 
mittit  be  him,  quhairof  he  wes  convidl  in  iudgement,  and  knoweing  of  no 
fauour,  grace,  nor  pardoun  as  yitt  fliowne  be  your  maieftie  to  him,  we  wer 
thairfoir  fpairing  to  grant  the  defyre  of  his  petitioun,  quhill  firfl  we  vndir- 
floode  your  maiefleis  gratious  will  and  pleafour  thairanent;  and  wheneuir 
your  maieftie  falbe  pleafit  to  gif  lignificatioun  vnto  ws,  what  your  maief- 
tie will  haif  to  be  done  in  that  mater,  we  fall  in  all  reuerence  conforme 
our  felffis  thairunto  ;  and  fo,  praying  God  to  bliffe  your  maieftie  with  a 
long  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Binning.  Kilsayth. 

A.  Drummond.  p.  Oliphant. 

G.  Murray.  Alex".  Hay. 

Edinburgh,  2  Junij  1614. 
To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent  Maieftie. 

lxxxiii— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Haveing  reflauit  commandment  frome  your  facred  maieftie  to 
call  befoir  ws,  Williame  Creichtoun  of  Ryhill,  and  the  bas  fone  of  the 
laite  Lord  Sanquhair,  and  to  will  thame  to  mak  choife  of  fome  freindis, 
at  whofe  fentence  thay  wald  abyde,  tuitcheing  the  fatiffaClioun  to  be  maid 
to  the  faid  bas  fone,  for  all  right,  title,  and  interefle,  that  he  may  acclame 
to  the  lordfchip  and  leving  of  Sanquhair ;  we  accordinglie  fend  for  thame, 
and  thay  gaif  thair  compeirance  befoir  ws,  this  fevint  of  Junij  inftant : 
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the  faid  Williame  accompanyed  with  fome  baronis  and  gentilmen  of  his 
kin  and  frendihip,  and  the  other  accompanyit  onhe  with  young  Drum- 
langrig  and  Andro  Ker,  vncle  to  the  Erll  of  Lotheane.  And  we  haveing 
at  lenthe  iignifeit  vnto  thame,  how  that  your  maieftie,  in  the  excellencie 
of  your  iudgement,  hadmofl  iuditiouflie,  prudenthe,  and  wyfehe  gevin  your 
decreit  and  fentence  in  that  queflioun,  contrauertit  betwix  thame,  con- 
cerning the  right  of  the  lordfliip  of  Sanquhair,  and  that  your  maieftie, 
by  the  fame  fentence,  was  gratiouflie  pleifit  to  ordane  ane  honnorable 
fatiffa6lioun  to  be  maid  to  the  faid  bafe  fone  at  the  fight  of  freindis, 
for  his  right  to  the  faid  lordfliip;  we  thairfoir  delt  and  trauelHt  with 
thame  that  thay  wald  nominal  fome  perfonis,  to  whofe  iudgement  thav 
vvald  ftand  in  this  mater.  The  faid  WilHame,  with  all  reuerence,  acknow- 
legeing  your  maiefteis  diredlioun  in  that  point,  declairit  that  he  wes  will- 
ing for  his  parte,  to  fubmitt  and  prefentlie  to  nominat  his  freindis,  hot  the 
other  pretending  ane  excufe  of  his  minoritic,  and  the  abfence  of  twa  of 
his  principall  curatours,  towit,  the  Lordes  of  Roxburgh  and  Bugcleugh, 
without  whofe  prefence  and  advife,  he  could  do  no  thing  in  this  mater,  im- 
porting him  fo  heichlie  in  his  eftate  and  fortoun  :  he  thairfoir  refuifit  to 
mak  onie  nominatioun  of  freindis,  bot  wald  referue  that  mater  till  a  more 
convenient  tyme,  that  he  might  be  aflifted  with  the  prefence,  counfell, 
and  opinioun  of  his  curatouris  and  freindis  ;  and  we  finding  him  refolued 
and  fetled  vpoun  this  poynte,  fo  that  we  could  go  no  forder  in  that  mater, 
we  demittit  thame  till  we  vndirftand  forder  of  your  maiefteis  will  and 
pleafour  heiranent.  And  fo,  humehe  praying  God  to  blifTe  your  maieftie 
with  a  lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedtis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Binning.  P.   Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  7  Junij  1614. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 
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LXXXIV._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

We  being  this  day  at  ane  meiting  and  conference  with  the  Arche- 
bifchop  of  St  Androis  and  the  Commiffaris  of  Edinburgh,  anent  that  ac- 
tioun  and  cans  recommendit  be  your  maieftie  to  ws,  concerning  Johne 
Monypenny  and  Thomas  Creichtoun.  After  that  we  had  putt  that  mater 
to  ane  poynte,  the  archebifchop  declairit  vnto  ws,  that  thair  is  fome  a(5lionis 
concerning  the  priuilegeis  of  the  archebifchoprik  of  St  Androis,  depend- 
ing betuix  your  maiefleis  Advocat  and  him  befoir  the  Seffioun,  whairin, 
althoght  he  prefometh  to  haif  law  and  reafoun  on  his  fyde,  yitt  in  regaird 
of  the  exceiding  grite  fauouris,  whilkis  fra  tyme  he  hes  reffauit  of  your 
maieftie,  in  preferring  and  advanceing  him  to  that  eftate,  honnour,  and 
dignitie,  whiche  he  now  inioyeth,  he  is  fo  far  tyed  and  bundin  to  your 
maieftie,  in  mofl  humble  dev\7teis  of  devotioun  and  affedlion,  that  he 
can  not  prefome  to  be  hard  in  iudgement,  nor  to  enter  in  termes  of  con- 
teftatioun  with  your  maieftie  :  And  whereas  fome  few  yeiris  ago  he  had 
freelie,  in  face  of  parliament,  fubmittit  vnto  your  maiefteis  felf  thir  materis 
contrauertit,  with  this  prouifo,  that  afoir  ony  thing  wer  decernit  thairin, 
your  maieftie  fould  firft  heir  him  felff,  he  is  content  (yf  fo  be  your  ma- 
iefteis pleafour)  to  ftand  to  that  fubmiffioun.  But  becaus  the  fame  is 
limitat  and  conditional!,  importing  a  neceffitie  that  bothe  he  and  your 
maiefteis  Aduocat  be  hard  to  pleade  that  mater  in  your  maiefteis  prefence, 
whilk  hardlie  can  be  done,  in  refpedl  of  mony  your  maiefteis  moft  import- 
ant and  princelie  affairis  and  adois,  whilkis  will  not  admitt  tyme  nor  lafer 
to  attend  this  bufynes,  he  is  willing  to  fubmitt  him  felf  to  ony  whome  it 
fall  pleis  your  maieftie  to  delegat  and  nominat,  (the  Thefaurair  and  Ad- 
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uocat,  who,  in  refpo6l  of  your  maicfteis  interefle  as  his  pairtyis,  onhe  ex- 
cept.) We  haueiiig  at  lonth  haid  him  heirupoun,  and  finding  by  his  dif- 
courfeis,  that  he  is  mod  vnwilhng  and  loathe  to  be  a  contradi6lor  in  iudge- 
ment  vnto  your  niaieftie  in  this  poynte,  we  haif  thoght  meete,  that  the 
a6lionis  hinc  inde  concerning  this  mater  fall  reft  and  fleip,  till  we  vndir- 
ftand  your  maiefties  will  and  pleafour  heiranent,  and  whateuir  it  fall  pleis 
your  niaieftie  to  dire6l  and  command  we  fall  accordinglie  follow  oute  and 
obey.  For  yf  your  maicftie  fall  not  be  pleafit  to  allow  of  this  delega- 
tioun,  the  archebifliop  wilbe  conftraned  againis  his  will  to  abyde  the 
courfe  of  your  maiefteis  lawis  in  thefe  materis.  And  fo,  with  our  hairty 
prayeris  vnto  God,  recommending  your  maieftie  and  your  royall  proge- 
nie  to  his  divyne  prote6lioun,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubieblis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  CANCELL^ 

Binning. 

Jo.  Prestoun. 

P.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  7  Junij  1 614. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


LXXXV.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Haueing  reflaued  your  maiefteis  lettre,  wherby  we  ar  willed  to 
pervfe  the  Erll  of  Murray  his  rightes  to  the  cuftomes  of  the  riueris  of 
Spaye  and  Findoun,  and  to  confider  how  fer  thay  will  cary  him,  and  gif 


136  THE   MELROS   PAPERS. 

by  thame  he  may  juftlie  challenge  any  interefl  in  thefe  new  cuftomes 
alfwele  as  of  the  olde,  and  to  certifie  your  maieftie  of  oiire  opinioun  in 
that  mater.     We  thairvpoun  fent  for  the  faid  Erll  of  Murray,  being  in 
the  north  pairtis  of  this  kingdome  for  the  tyme,  and  haueing  conferrit 
with  him  heiranent,  and  finding  no  more  alTuired  way  to  acquaynte  your 
maieftie  fullie  of  the  faid  erllis  rightis,  and  how  far  thay  wer  to  fubfifte 
in  law  for  fufteyning  his  challange  of  the  whole  cuftomes  of  thefe  wateris, 
then  by  a  decifioun  in  law  to  haif  bene  broght  in  before  the  competent 
judge,  whiche  courfe  appeirandlie  is  noway  diflyiked  by  the  erll,  as  bald- 
ing him  felf  fufficientlie  fecured  both  by  infeftmentis  and  fpeciall  a6lis 
of  parliament  maid  in  his  fauours;  wheras,  in  oure  judgementis,  becaus 
the  mater  it  felff  may  be  contrauerted,  and  the  event  of  the  proces  is 
vncertane,  and  gif  the  faid  erll  foujd  haif  the  mater  decydit  in  his  favours, 
without  queftioun  he  wald  be  the  more  hard  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  poynte 
of  his  fatiffadlioun  for  thefe  cuftomes:  In  all  humilitie  we  thairfore  offer 
to  your  maieftie  oure  privat  advifes,  that  rather  the  particulair  conditioun 
of  twenty  foure  thowfand  merkis  (whervpoun  the  faid  erll  wes  contented 
to  renunce  his  right  to  the  faidis  cuftomes)  fould  be  yitt  performed  vnto 
him,  then  to  committ  the  mater  it  felff  to  the  hazarde  of  ane  vncertane 
decifioun,  whiche  going  in  the  erllis  fauours,  may  mak  a  double  price  of 
the  bargane  at  leaft :  And  entreating  your  maiefteis  pardoun  for  ony 
thing  that  is  amifs  heirin,  and  being  maift  willing  to  do  whateuir  falbe 
directed,  we  kifs  your  facred  hand,  and  we  do  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humeble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Binning.  G.  Murray. 

P.  Oliphant.  Alex".  Hay, 

Edinburgh,  the  fevint  daye  of  Julij,  1614. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 
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LXXXVI.—LORD  BINNING  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 


Sir, 

I  REssAUED  your  letter  from  James  Hamilton  and  Sir  Gedeon, 
and  I  have  travelled  with  William  Dick,  who  hes  confented  to  furneis 
ellevin  thoufand  merkis  vpon  oure  band,  that  yow  fall  caufe  pay  it  to  John 
Jouffie,  within  twell  dayes  efter  oure  reflet  of  the  money;  for  I  have  onlie 
difl[yred  that  we  may  have  fex  dayes  to  caufe  the  packet  rin,  and  fex  dayes 
thairefter  to  caufe  yow  pay  the  money  thair.  Sir,  I  think  that  feruice 
fall  be  fure,  and  thairfore  I  pray  yow  caufe  provyde  the  money  thair  to 
be  reddelie  payed  vpon  oure  aduerteifment.  William  hes  tane  the  end 
of  the  nixt  oulk  to  provyde  the  money  ;  bot  if  he  can  get  it  the  morine, 
or  any  vther  day  before  the  end  of  the  oulk,  I  fall  with  haift  wryte  a 
packet  to  yow.  I  feir  the  money  of  your  rentis  fall  not  be  fo  fone  red- 
die,  becaufe  it  is  cum  flowlie  in,  be  the  pouertie  of  the  tenentis,  and  be 
mifluk.  John  Carfane  hes  brokin  his  leg  be  ane  fall  of  his  horfe,  yet  he 
hes  writtin  that  he  fall  fend  his  fone  heir,  with  all  the  money  he  hes,  with 
diligence.  James  Hamilton  will  wryte  to  3'ow  of  John  Murrayes  anfueir, 
who  is  vnwilling  to  quyte  your  furetie  and  reflaue  my  Lord  Sanquhars ; 
bot  when  my  lord  curaes  heir,  we  fall  follow  forth  that  expedient  which 
I  proponed  to  James  Hamilton.  For  Lochinvars  money  we  can  fay  no 
thing  of  it  till  his  owne  cumming,  and  then  yow  fall  know  how  that  pour- 
pofe  goes.  Yow  will  find  it  ane  calumnie  which  has  bene  reported  to 
yow  of  Sir  Gedeons  fpeach  concerning  Robert  Eliot,  for  he  hes  aflured 
me  vpon  his  confcience,  that  it  is  ane  fals  inuention,  and  I  can  aflTure  yow 
that  it  is  vnliklie,  that  ane  honefl  and  wyfe  man,  as  he  is  knowne  to  be, 
wald  have  uttered  fo  impertinent  fpeaches  ;  for  if  all  had  bene  trew  that 
wes  reported  of  Robert,  liis  greateft  vnfreindis  could  not  have  drawne 
him  in  any  greater  inconvenient,  nor  the  payment  of  ane  meane  fynne, 
which  Sir  Gedeon  wald  never  have  intended  agains  him,  for  the  refpedl 
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he  bure  to  him  for  your  caufe  :  Befyde,  that  the  buffines  which  might  haue 
broght  him  in  fufpicion  of  vnkyndnes  aganis  Robert,  is  fetled  be  Sir  Ge- 
deon,  with  Roberts  owne  confent ;  lyke  as  James  Hamilton,  who  fpak  with 
Robert  in  his  returne,  hard  no  thing  of  him  concerning  Sir  Gedeon,  bot 
kyndnes  and  contentment. 

Your  bailyie  of  Linclouden  hes  fpokin  with  Sir  Gedeon  concern- 
ing fum  golde  fund  in  ane  hurde,  vpon  land  belonging  to  ane  fewer 
within  your  regalitie,  and  wald  acclame  it  as  dew  to  yow.  It  is  ex- 
pedient for  difcharge  of  Sir  Gedeons  dewtie  in  his  office,  that  it  be 
exa6llie  tryed,  and  that  no  pairt  of  it  be  concealed  be  the  findars.  He 
refolues,  if  it  can  be  tryed  to  apperteane  to  yow,  to  mak  it  als  proffitable 
be  difcouerie  as  may  be ;  and  if  it  be  not  yours,  bot  his  raaiefties,  and  it  be 
wourth  the  feiking,  to  aduerteis  yow  that  yow  may  fute  it  of  his  maieftie 
and  have  it ;  and  if  it  prove  vnworthie  to  be  foght,  that  it  may  cum  to 
his  office,  according  to  his  dewtie.  As  for  the  pryce  of  your  office,  efter 
my  Lord  of  Glafgos  returne,  we  fall  confer  with  him,  and  advyfe  vpon 
the  beft  meanes  to  giue  yow  contentment.  So,  wifliing  yow  all  happi- 
nes,  I  refl 

Your  mofl  affedlionat  freind  at  command. 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  2  Junij  [1614?] 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John 
Murray  of  Lochmaben,  one  of 
his  Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at 
Court. 
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lxxxvii.—lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  RESSAUED  from  yow  one  letter,  be  the  archbifhop  of  Glafgow, 
anent  your  turnes  concerning  the  Chapell  Royall  and  the  bifchop  of 
Galloway ;  and  ane  vther  from  Archibald  Campbell,  anent  the  particulars 
which  he  vndertuke.  For  thefe  I  can  anfuer  no  farder,  bot  that  he  and 
thefe  whom  the  bufines  concernes,  fall  be  tymelie  remembred  of  thair  pro- 
raeis,  and  preaffed  to  performe  thair  dewtie,  if  thair  turnes  fucceid;  whairof 
I  ftand  in  great  dowt. 

I  wrait  to  yow  that  the  bifchop  of  Galloway  had  promeifed,  verie  freind- 
lie,  to  fettle  your  teynds.  Kirkonell,  who  did  folicite  that  bufines,  having 
ended  your  affaires  with  Barnbarroch  and  Drummorell,  is  now  gone  to 
the  cuntrie  for  your  affaires  and  his  owne. 

Your  affaires  with  Lochinvar  delayes,  till  his  cuming  bak  to  the  towne, 
and  bringing  of  his  evidents  to  your  man  of  law,  of  the  lands  whairof  yow 
fould  have  right  from  him.  The  gentilman  whoes  confent  is  necefTar  in 
that  fecuritie  will  not  be  heir,  whill  anfueir  cum  from  court  in  the  mater 
concerning  him,  which  wes  expe6led  before  this  tyme;  and  the  longer 
delay  of  it  may  be  imputed  to  me,  albeit  the  help  lyes  not  in  my  hand 
till  it  cum  from  aboue.  Thairfore,  if  that  mater  be  not  alreddie  dif- 
patched,  I  pray  yow  further  the  anfueir,  fuch  as  his  maieflie  fall  be  pleafed 
to  grant. 

The  refl  of  your  affaires  will  be  maid  knowne  to  yow  be  letters  from 
James  Hamilton  and  vther  freinds,  to  which  I  refer  me;  and,  comitting 
yow  to  Gods  mercifuU  prote£lion,  I  refl 

Your  mofl  affe6lionat  and  bund  freind, 

Binning. 


Edinburgh,  8  July  [iGli?] 


140  THE   MELROS    PAPERS. 

We  expedl  that  the  bifchop  of  Galloway  fall  this  afternone  expeid  the 
takkis  of  your  teindis  for  ane  lyfrent,  and  nyntene  yeiris  thairefter.  And 
becaus  he  hes  obteaned  Broughtons  infeftments  of  the  owteinds  decerned 
to  mak  no  faith  for  non  produ6lion,  which  we  knew  not  before,  he  is 
willing  to  renew  your  furetie  thairof.  It  is  fit,  that,  be  your  letter  of 
thankis,  you  tak  notice  of  his  kyndnes,  for  we  find  him  verie  hairtlie  and 
reddie. 

To  the  right  wourfcipfull  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his 
Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


LXXXVIII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Haveing  reffauit  your  maielleis  anfuer  to  oure  formair  lettre  fend 
vp  to  your  maieftie,  in  that  particulair  concerning  Frances  Stewart,  fone 
to  the  lait  erll  Bothuell,  togidder  with  the  fignatour  whiche  wes  formed 
and  drawne  vp  be  ws  in  his  fauour;  by  the  whiche  anfwer  your  maieftie 
wes  pleafit  to  will  ws,  to  commvnicat  that  fignatour  to  the  erll  of  Home 
and  lord  of  Roxburgh,  and  thair  procuratouris,  to  the  effedl  that  thair 
obie6lionis  (yf  ony  thay  had  to  propone  aganis  the  fame)  myght  be  re- 
turnit  vnto  your  maieftie,  we  accordinglie  delyuerit  the  fignatour  vnto 
thame,  who,  haveing  at  lenthe  advifit  with  thair  procuratouris,  vpoun  the 
tennour  and  conditioun  thairof,  thay  haif  fett  doun  in  write  thair  obiec- 
tionis  aganis  the  fame,  and  hes  caufit  forme  ane  new  fignatour,  whiche 
thay  ar  content  falbe  exped  to  the  faid  Frances.  Quhilkis  obie6lionis, 
with  the  twa  fignatouris  foirfaidis,  we  haif  lieirwith  fend  vp  to  your 
maieftie,  to  the  effedl  your  maieftie,  after  dew  confideratioun  of  the  fame, 


THE   MELROS   PAPERS.  141 

mav  allow  or  difproue  the  ane  or  vther  thairof ;  and  what  falbe  your 
maiefleis  will  to  command  ws  in  that  mater,  we  fall  accordinglie  obey. 
And  fo,  praying  God  to  blille  your  maiellie  with  a  lang  and  happie 
reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^ 

Binning. 

W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  22  July  If.  14. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


LXXXIX.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Pleis  your  most  Excellent  Maiestie, 

Vpoun  the  bifchope  of  Orknay  his  lait  returne  back  out  of  the 
boundis  of  his  diocie,  whair  particular  tryell  had  bene  takin  by  him,  of  the 
trew  valew  and  efteat  of  thefe  landis  wiche  wer  affigned  and  deftinat  to  him, 
for  the  patrimonie  of  the  bifchoprick,  it  is  now  by  [him]  reported  that  the 
rent  of  thefe  landis  dothe  not  furpafe,  in  yeirlie  worth,  the  fume  of  eight 
thowfand  markis,  ouer  and  befydes  the  gerflumes,  whilk  euerie  thrid  yeir 
being  valowed  to  xiiij"  or  xv'^li.  by  divifioun  thairof,  will  augment  the  pro- 
portioun  affigned  in  fum  four  or  fyve  hundreth  pundis  a  yeir.  And 
becaus  the  fpedye  courfe  and  ordour  taking  for  the  bifchopes  fetling  in 
thefe  boundis,  wilbe  no  fmall  help  of  the  fecuiring  of  your  maiefties  peace 
and  obedience,  and  that  the  difference  of  computatioun  betuix  the  bif- 
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chope,  and  your  maiefties  thefawrer  deputie,  proceideth  vpoun  accompt- 
ing  vp  of  the  pryces  of  pultrie  and  peitis,  and  of  the  money  reffaived 
frome  fifchear  boatis,  for  grund  leif,  and  fum  vther  few  particular  articles 
not  muche  to  be  regairdeit,  except  in  that  mater  of  the  gerfwmes  valewed 
at  iiij'^  or  v^H.  a  yeir;  in  wiche  diuerfitie  of  accomptes,  by  the  bifchopes 
vnder  valewing  the  rent  of  thefe  landis,  as  being  verye  ewill  payment, 
and  by  the  thefavvreris  deputie  his  moll  ftri6l,  dewtifull,  and  exa6l  tryell 
takin  in  the  other  pairt,  for  preventing  of  your  maiefties  preiudice  in  not 
omitting  any  thing  vncompted,  we  hold  the  gerfumes  to  be  the  cheif 
materiall  poynt  contra  verted  betuix  thame;  whairin  your  maiefties  awin 
pleiflbur  and  determinatioun  is  bothe  defyred  and  expedled,  in  regairde 
the  fpedye  rcturne  theirof,  wilbe  a  redye  mean  to  furder  your  maiefties 
fervice,  in  thefe  boundis.  We  theirfore  humble  intreate  your  maieftie  to 
certefie  your  gratious  pleiflbur,  whither  the  aforfaid  aflignatioun  of  landis, 
appoynted  to  be  mortefied  for  a  patrimonie  to  the  faid  bifchoprick,  falbe 
condifcendit  vnto,  notwithftanding,  that  in  the  computatioun  of  the  yeirlie 
rent  of  the  fame,  thefe  gerfumes  are  not  comprehendit,  and  alfo  no  re- 
fpedl  had  to  the  pryces  of  peittis  and  pultrie,  or  the  dewtie  for  the  ground 
leive;  or  gif  a  proportionabill  defalcation  falbe  takin  of  fo  many  landis, 
furthe  of  that  aflignatioun,  as  may  countervaill  the  yeirlie  eftimat  worthe 
of  thefe  gerfwmes;  and,  expe6ling  your  maiefties  gratious  and  fpedye 
anfwer,  efter  humble  kifling  your  facred  hand,  and  prayer  to  God  for 
your  hienes  prefervatioun,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble,  devvtiefull,  and 
faithfull  fubie^lis  and  feruitours, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Jo.  Prestoun. 

Binning.  W.  Oliphant. 

Alex^  Hay. 

Edinburgh,  the  xxvij  July  1614. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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xc earl  of  caithness  to  lord  binning. 

Right  Honorabill  my  vebie  Goode  Lord, 

Pleis  your  lordfchip,  we  arryved  at  Caftell  Sincleir  vpoun  the  22 
of  this  inftant,  whair  I  llayit  that  night,  and  aduerteifed  the  Caithnes 
men  to  be  reddie  to  follow  me  to  Orknay  when  I  fuld  command  theme. 
I  embarked  with  me  about  threttie  of  theme,  and  cam  to  Sehvik  within 
tuo  myles  to  Kirkwall,  vpoun  the  23  about  fex  eftir  nvne. 

The  24, 1  fent  the  herald  with  notouris  meffiugeris  and  witnefTes,  to  mak 
proclamatione  at  Kirkwall,  who  wes  prefentlie  taikin  as  he  entered  the 
towne,  mod  iniuriouflie  and  difpytfullie  abufed,  bothe  in  word  and  deid, 
the  lettres  taikin  frome  him  be  Robert,  and  himfelf,  with  ane  minifter, 
and  all  otheris  that  accumpanyed  him,  keipit  in  diuerfe  houfes  all  that 
day  till  the  evening:  To  whiche  they  the  fame  day  did  ad  this  alfo,  that 
to  the  number  of  thrie  hundreth  men  with  difplayed  enfigne,  did  fort  out 
of  the  towne,  and  maid  prouatione  to  me  whair  I  lay  vpoun  the  fliipbord 
for  that  day.  The  proclamationis  thus  impedit,  I  wes  forced,  vpoun  the 
25,  to  wreitt  diuerfe  lettres,  and  fend  throuche  the  cuntrey,  to  aduerteis 
and  command  the  gentlemen  and  vtheris  to  refort  to  me;  in  whome,  for 
the  mod  pairt,  I  did  not  find  that  reddie  wilUngnes  whiche  lexpedled,  fo 
that  I  wes  forcit  to  fend  to  Caithnes  for  fupplie  of  my  owne  men  ;  who 
cuming  to  me  vpoun  the  26,  and  having  then  aflembled  about  two 
hundreth  of  the  cuntrey  men,  we  tuik  land,  and  at  the  fame  time  about 
ten  houris  we  landit  the  battering  piece  with  hir  careage,  whiche  by  great 
force  of  men,  and  fome  difficulties  throuche  the  deipnes  of  the  foyll, 
wes  prefentlie,  and  with  all  poffibill  diligence,  drawin  neir  tuo  myles  to- 
wardis  the  towne.  And  the  fame  day,  about  thrie  afternvne,  planted  at 
Weyland,  within  ane  half  quarter  of  niyle  to  the  caftell.  We  merched  in 
goode  ordour,  with  colouris  difplayed;  and  as  we  approched,  the  rebellis 
forted  out,  boafting  that  they  wold  fight  with  ws,  thought  we  had  bein 
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tuentie  to  one;  and  having  their  ordinance  in  reddines  to  haue  played 
vpoun  ws,  from  the  caftell  ftepill  and  tour  of  the  Yeards,  and  difchairge- 
ing  one  or  tuo  of  the  fame  againfl  ws,  fo  foone  as  we  cam  vnder  their 
fight,  I  commandit  the  cannoneris  to  fliute  at  the  caftell,  who  did  their 
pairt  fo  Weill,  that  be  fecund  fhott,  one  of  the  turrettis  vpoun  the  heade 
of  the  houfe  wes  pearfed  and  almoft  beatein  doun,  to  the  great  terrour  of 
the  traitouris ;  and  other  thrie  being  fliott  one  aftir  another,  did  all  hit, 
bot  not  hurt  fo  muche. 

In  the  meantyme,  the  rebellis  being  provoking,  and  braking  ws  vpoun 
the  ball  ley,  to  the  number  of  fex  fcoir  men :  our  captanes  and  foldiouris 
went  direcjtlie  and  with  goode  courage  towards  theme,  and  without  ony 
refiftence  or  hurt,  did  compell  theme  to  retreat  fliamefullie ;  in  whiche 
flight,  about  fyve  of  preffed  poore  men  of  the  cuntrey  did  abandon 
theme. 

The  captanes,  fouldiouris,  and  gentlemen  of  the  cuntrey,  with  thair  men, 
did  prefently  follow  theme  at  their  heillis,  entered  the  towne  the  fame 
night  about  fex  houris,  inclofed  theme  in  their  holdis,  and  now  poffeffes 
the  towne.  That  night  I  ludged  about  the  ordinance,  and  gairdit  it 
and  our  felffis  with  the  reft  of  our  men. 

This  day  we  ar  bufie  about  the  landing  of  the  great  peice  of  ordinance, 
that  we  may  batter  bothe  the  caftell  and  the  other  houfes  whiche  annoyes 
ws  and  our  men  in  the  towne,  and  mak  our  feruice  the  fchorter. 

The  rebellis  ar  moft  obftinate,  and  maliciouflie  refolued  to  holde  out 
to  the  death,  thought  I  haue  fent  minifters  and  other  owne  freindis  to 
inftru6l,  admonis,  and  threatin  theme. 

Thair  is  heir  no  bread  nor  drink,  nor  vther  vidluallis  to  be  had  for 
pryce,  prayer,  or  command,  fo  that  I  muft  ather  feik  prefent  releif  of 
fome  vidluall  from  Caithnes,  or  fuffer  the  fouldiouris  to  ftarve  for  want. 

And  yf  they  fall  endure  and  continow  in  their  obftinacie,  as  they  haue 
wowed  to  do,  their  will  not  be  ponder,  leid  billettis,  nor  matche,  to  feme 
for  this  feruice ;  in  the  whiche  I  fie  great  dangeris,  and  manie  more  diffi- 
culties then  I  culd  forefie.  In  refpedl  whairof,  I  will  intreat  your  goode 
lordfchip,  to  acquent  my  lord  thofaurer  and  remanent  counfellouris,  and 
with  all  cair  and  diligence  prouyd  betyme,  that  money,  ponder,  pillettis. 
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and  cheiflie  fome  rcafonabill  qiiantitie  of  vi6luall,  whiche  can  not  be  had 
heir,  may  be  fent  to  be  difpenfed  and  fold  to  the  fouldiouris  and  vtheris 
that  haue  neid,  vpon  reafonabill  pryces;  wliairby  our  great  neceflities  may 
be  fiipphed,  with  litle  or  no  hurt  to  his  maieilies  money. 

As  things  faUis  out,  fo  fall  your  lordfchip  be  aduerteifed  from  tyme  to 
tyme :  And  now,  after  the  trew  narratione  of  our  proceidings,  and  prefent 
eftait,  I  refer  the  confidderatione  and  care  of  all  to  your  lordfchipes  wif- 
dome,  and  fall  euer  reft 

Your  lordfchipes  awin,  euer  to  be  commanded, 

Caithnes. 

To  the  right  honorabill  my  verie 
goode  Lord,  my  Lord  of  Bin- 
ning, his  Maiefties  Secretare  of 
Scotland. 

Indorfed — "  Earl  of  Caithnes  to 
the  Lord  Binning,  25th  Aug. 
1614." 


xci the  bishop  of  orkney  to  lord  binning. 

Right  Honorabill  my  verrie  Speciall  Good  Lord, 

Pleas  your  lordfchipe,  we  haue  tryed  heir  greatar  contempte 
and  obftinacie  in  the  rebelleis,  les  truft  and  willing  obedience  in  the  peo- 
ple, then  we  could  forefie  or  did  expedl.  The  difficulties  quhiche  we  en- 
counter withe  ar  many,  and  gif  God  doe  not  fubdue  the  pryde  of  the 
villanous  knaves,  there  is  great  appeirance  of  muche  blood  fchadding 
before  the  houfs  and  halds  can  be  takin. 
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My  Lord  Erie  of  Caithnes  is  notwithftanding  full  of  curage  and  con- 
flant  refolutioune  never  to  geive  ouer  vntill  it  fall  pleas  God  to  giue 
fuche  vi6lorie  as  may  giue  his  maieftie,  and  your  lordfchipes  of  his  ma- 
iefties  priuie  counfell,  contentment. 

His  lordfchipe  fpaires  nothing  quhich  may  ferue  to  that  effect,  and  is 
this  day,  for  helpe  of  our  prefente  wante  of  vi6luall,  fending  to  Caithnes 
for  fupplie.  He  himfelfe,  and  all  of  ws,  leiues  lyk  fouldiours,  withe  verrie 
temperat  dyet;  out  in  the  daye  and  nicht,  lying  aboute  dykes,  or  within 
houffis  no  better  then  croffes ;  and  now  inbring  oure  felues  to  all  militarie 
hardnes  for  futur  feruice. 

Ratter,  May,  and  his  lordfchipes  freinds  and  feruands,  ar  in  no  better 
cace  then  his  lordfchipes  felfe,  and  exceedinglie  weill  affedlit  to  do  and 
fuffer  all  things  for  the  happie  end  of  this  feruice;  for  quliiche  caus,  I  will 
befeiche  your  goqd  lordfchippe  efpeciallie,  and  by  the  fame  letter  my  Lord 
Thefaurar  alfo,  quhois  cair  and  diligence  did  cheiflie  appeare  in  our  di- 
re6lioune  hither,  to  incourage  and  furder  this  noble  man,  quho  hes 
willed  rather  to  be  buried  in  his  grandfires  graue,  wharewithe  he  is 
daylie  threatned  heir,  then  to  forefaik  this  feruice,  ,or  omitt  ony  pairte  of 
that  loyall  dewtie,  quhiche  he  ow  to  his  maieftie. 

As  for  my  felf  and  ray  bufines  and  fetling,  I  will  bot  put  your  lord- 
fchip  in  mynd  thareof,  and  rely  conftantlie  vpoune  that  goodwill,  quhiclie 
your  lordfchip  bathe  euir  profefled  to  me,  and  I  do  with  nniche  confi- 
dence perfwad  my  felfe  of,  thoght  I  haue  not,  nor  can  nocht,  deferue  ane 
drame  weght  thareof. 

We  haue  not  fo  muche  ink  almoft,  nor  cannot  haue  it  yitt  fronie  the 
toune,  as  to  wryte  thir  too  or  thrie  letters ;  bot  knawing  that  your  lordfchip 
will  imparte  to  him,  and  to  thofe,  quhome  your  lordfchipe  pleafes,  all 
quhich  my  lord  hes  writtin  particularlie,  I  muft  craue  pardone  for  this 
omiffioune;  and  wifching  frome  [God]  all  grace,  peace,  and  profperitie  to 
your  lordfchip,  and  good  fucces  to  thir  Orkney  warres,  evir  refts 

Your  Lordfchipes  affured  in  all  dewtie  to  ferue  yow. 

Weyland,  the  27  of  Auguft  1614. 
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As  I  was  ending  this  wreet,  my  lord  himfelf  hes  begunne  this  dayes 
play  againe,  and  hes  hitt  the  callell  with  ane  fchotte. 

To  the  right  honourable  his  verrie 
good  Lord  my  Lord  of  Binning, 
his  Maiellies  Secretarie  of  Scote- 
land. 

Not  figned,  but  indorfed  "  Bifliop  of  Orknay  to  the  Secretary." 


XCIL— THE  EARL  OF  CAITHNESS  TO  LORD  BINNING. 

Ryght  Honourabill  my  verrie  Good  Lord, 

Vpoune  the  28  of  Augull,  we  marched  with  the  battering  peace 
frome  Weylattd  to  Newbigging,  quhiche  is  within  ane  mufcatt  fchott  to 
the  Yairds :  Vpoune  the  29,  we  planted  our  batterie  againft  the  new  wark 
of  the  faid  place,  and  ane  toure  thairof,  callit  the  Chappell  tour,  from 
quhence  they  fend  ws  many  fchottes;  and  all  that  day,  till  twelue  of  the 
clok,  played  againft  thame,  with  the  faid  batterie,  and  mufcaters  plantit 
aboute  the  dyks  of  the  gairdine,  and  in  fum  neireft  houlTis,  within  the 
toune,  without  ony  blood,  except  that  Robert  his  mother,  flanding  with 
himfelf  in  ane  chamber,  was  fchotte  throughe  the  hand,  and  ane  boy  of 
thaires  thruch  the  thighes. 

The  fame  day,  efternone,  perceaving  that  we  could  noy  thame  much, 
with  the  fchottes  of  the  batterie,  we  went  with  all  diligence  and  landit 
the  canoune,  and,  by  number  and  force  of  men,  brocht  hir  almoft  four 
myles,  for  the  moft  pairt,  vnder  the  fight  of  the  caftell,  and,  the  fame 
night,  planted  hir  againft  the  new  wark  of  the  Yairds,  of  purpofe  to  beat 
doune  the  great  windous  of  the  fame,  and  then  to  enter  by  ledders,  quhich 
wer  prepaired. 

Vpoune  the  30,  Robert,  knawing  and  perceauing  that  he  was  not  able  to 
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defend  and  keip  that  place,  was  mouit,  be  interceffioune  of  fum  gentle- 
men vpone  fuite,  to  come  and  talk  with  ws,  who,  when  he  offered  to  giue 
ouer  the  houffis,  if  he  could  be  afllired  of  pardone,  and  preferuatioune  of 
his  awin  lyfte,  and  his  fouldiers,  the  conditioune  was  refuifit,  and  it  was 
expreflie  declared  to  him,  that  he  behouit  ather  fimplie  to  render  himfelf 
to  his  maiefties  clemencie,  or  fuffer  the  word.  So  he  was  dimittit  to 
advyfe  and  refolue,  till  the  nixt  day. 

Vpoune  the  threttie  ane,  efter  much  talking  too  and  froe,  by  the  inter- 
ceffoures,  the  hous  was  fo  fpoiled  be  him  and  his  fouldieres,  that  thare 
was  not  aboue  thrie  or  four  lockes  left  vpoun  dorros,  in  all  the  place;  and 
then,  thay  depairting  to  the  caftell,  we  entered  withoute  danger  or  truble, 
about  thrie  efternone,  "  et  nunc  vacua  regnamus  in  aula." 

The  fame  day,  the  kirk  and  lliple,  thar  ftrongefl,  hauld,  was  delyuered 
efpeciallie  be  ane  Johne  Guld,  the  gildeft  knaue  of  all  other,  vpoune 
conditioune  maid  to  him  of  pardone,  and  preferuatioune  of  his  lyffe,  for 
that  cryme;  for  we  could  haue  no  angle,  in  all  the  place  of  the  Yairds, 
frie  from  danger  of  the  fchottes  frome  the  ftiple;  and  we  thocht  it  muche 
better  to  get  it  vpoune  that  conditioune,  than  to  beat  it  and  the  kirk 
doune,  with  muche  travell,  coift,  and  danger. 

The  1,  2,  3,  and  4  of  September,  wer  fpent  in  dealing  with  Robert 
and  Patrik  Halcro,  capitane  of  the  caftell ;  the  reft  of  the  fouldiours, 
inclofed  now  in  the  caftell,  wer  contentit  to  render  thamefelues,  to  be 
tryed,  and  be  judged  heir,  or  befoir  your  lordftiips  of  the  counfell;  bot 
thay  ar  keipit  in,  and  cannot  efcape.  The  faid  Patrik  Halcro  hes  offered, 
be  his  brother  and  freinds,  to  put  himfelfe  in  my  hands,  to  be  difpofed 
vpoune  at  my  pleafour,  if  pardone  wer  grantit  to  Robert.  Bot  Robert 
himfelf  is  fo  affrayed,  that  he  will  rather  fuffer  all  that  may  befall  him, 
thene  render  himfelf,  withoute  promeis  and  band  for  his  lyfle ;  fo  the 
cannones  being  plantit,  and  gabiounes  fett  at  the  eiftend  of  the  kirkyaird, 
eight  aganift  the  broad  fyd  of  the  caftell,  and  within  ane  pair  and  halfe 
pair  thareof ;  the  truce  was  difcharged  yifternicht,  and  fevin  houres  the 
caftell  beliggered,  in  all  pairtes,  with  mufcatieres  within  houfTis,  the  ftiple 
furnilTed  with  fextein  men,  to  play  vpoune  the  plateforme  of  the  caftell, 
quhar  thar  ordinance  lyes. 
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Thay  begane  the  fame  nicht  on  both  fydes,  and  Ikirmifclied  till  morn- 
ing, in  quhiche  one  poor  man  in  the  toune,  being  bufied  aboute  the 
filling  of  ane  omptie  gabioune,  was  fchotte  frome  tlie  caftell,  thruche  the 
left  fyd,  and  tliis  day  died. 

Monunday,  tlie  firfl  of  this  inftante,  in  the  morning,  evin  at  the  wryt- 
ing  heirof,  we  caufit  botlie  the  peicis  be  difcharged  vpoune  the  battle- 
ment of  the  caftell,  quhicli  haue  perced  the  fame;  and,  by  Gods  grace, 
we  fall  this  day  beat  it  doune,  and  difmnnt  thair  ordinance. 

As  we  wer  buflie,  the  days  preceding,  to  gett  tlie  caftell  by  intreatie; 
fo,  leaft  nothing  fould  be  done  vpoime  thame,  wo  fent  to  Birfay,  the 
Laird  of  Stenlious,  with  ane  futficient  number,  quho  took  it  the  2  of  this 
inftante,  the  fame  nicht  he  cam  to  it ;  and  keips  thair  as  yit,  himfelf  and 
the  men  that  wer  in  it,  priflbners. 

Thare  is  dyvers  perfones,  of  thefe  that  wer  in  the  ftiplc  and  Yairds, 
quho  haue  rendred  thamefelfs  to  be  tryed  and  judged  be  me  heir,  or  as 
your  lordlhips  of  the  counfoll  fall  appointe;  in  quhiche  mater  I  crave 
your  lordftiips  advyfe  and  determinatioune,  quhat  falbe  done  with  thame. 

The  caftell  is  verrie  ftrong  in  the  wales  and  vaultes,  and  the  cannone 
cannot  harme  it,  except  in  beating  doune  the  head  and  turnepike  thare- 
of ;  for  quhich  cans,  giue  thay  continew  in  thair  obftinacie,  as  thay  haue 
fworne  to  doe,  thar  muft  be  great  prouifioune  of  vicluall,  powder,  and 
buUett;  for  thar  is  no  vicluall  to  be  had  heir  for  money;  and  if  we  be  not 
releuid  heir  with  all  poflible  hafte,  the  fouldiers,  and  other  gentlemen, 
muft  ather  fterue  for  wante,  or  els  be  enforced  to  tak  be  violence  from 
the  poore  cuntrie  men,  quherby  great  truble  and  dainger  may  aryfe. 

Your  lordftiip,  alfo,  wald  provyd  that  the  fouldiers  may  liaue  thar  nixt 
moneths  pay,  cjuhich  begins  to  morne,  the  6  of  this  inftante;  for  as  tliair 
is  litle  to  be  had  heir  for  payment,  fo  thar  is  nothing  without  reddie 
money. 

In  caice  the  caftell,  efter  it  be  beatin  in  all  pairtes  aflaultable,  hold  out, 
your  lordftiip  wald  be  pleafit  to  advyfe  and  refolue  ws,  quhither  we  fall 
infifte  aganfte  thame,  with  all  the  violence  we  may,  or  by  making  condi- 
tioune  of  pardone  to  Robert,  and  the  captane,  reftaue  it  be  delyverie. 
Thair  be  many  reafones  for  the  laft.     The  tempeftowous  feafoune,  the 
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harveft,  the  penury  of  all  neceffaries,  and  wearines  of  all  forte  of  men, 
the  charges  to  be  deburfed  by  his  maieflie,  the  doubtfull  event,  and  vn- 
certen  end;  and  in  Robert  himfelf,  mony  things  contraire,  quhich  micht 
moue  his  maieflie  to  compaffioune,  efpeciallie  the  reveling  of  the  whole 
plote  of  this  rebellioune,  the  prefenteing  of  ane  band  fubfcryuit  be  many 
as  we  ar  informed,  with  ane  contra6l  and  difpofitioune  of  fum  lands  to 
Patrik  Halcro  for  vndertaking  which ;  all  will  perifch,  if  thay  perifche. 
Bot  referving  and  fubraitting  thofe  things  to  your  lordfliips  wifdome,  and 
wifching  all  profperitie,  and  good  healthe  to  yow,  I  reft 

Your  Lordlhips  awin,  evir  to  be  commandit, 

Caithnes. 

[Datit,]  Yairds,  5  September  1614. 

Now  thare  is  echt  fchottes  difcharged,  and  all  Ties  pearced  right  aboue 
the  vpper  vaulte,  and  nevir  one  frome  the  caftell;  quhat  thaymynd,  God 
knawis. 

To  the  right  honourable  his  verrie 
good  lord,  my  lord  of  Binning, 
his  Maiefties  Secretar  of  Scot- 
land. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning ; 


"  Copie  of  the  erle  of  Caithnes 
letter  to  me. 

"  Dated  5  September  1614." 
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xciii— the  bishop  of  orkney  to  lord  binning. 

Right  Honnorable  my  verie  Goode  Lord, 

The  difficulteis  of  this  feruice,  and  grite  want  of  all  thingis  ne- 
ceffarie,  lies  moved  ws  to  fend  the  poft,  in  pofl  to  your  lordiliip  for  fupplee 
and  fpeedie  fiipport.  Thair  is  no  thing  omittit,  quhilk  poffiblie  may 
be  attemptit  or  atchiued,  fince  the  fyft  of  this  indant,  vvhilk  wes  the 
date  of  our  lafl  letters  fend  be  land :  tua  peeceis  lyand  vpoun  the  tope  of 
the  caftell  ar  difmounted,  ane  grite  breatche  maid  vpoun  that  pairt  of  the 
houfe,  quhair  the  ftairis  fervis  for  afcending  and  difcending,  the  blok 
houfe  beatin,  fo  that  thair  poulder  and  bullett  had  not  bene  wanting. 
Our  vther  dayis  playing  had  difcouerit  the  yrine  yett,  and  made  ane  way 
for  ane  aflault.  The  haill  poulder,  except  half  ane  barrell,  is  fpent,  and 
all  the  bullettis  for  the  cannoun,  except  nyne,  as  we  half  tryed  the  Robert 
Elphinftoun  and  the  cannonaris,  for  thair  is  beftowit  vpoun  this  batterie 
fiftie  fax  flioit  of  the  cannoun,  and  57  of  the  vther,  and  in  all  fourefcoir 
ftanes  of  poulder.  The  wallis  of  the  bodie  of  the  houfe  ar  fo  thick  and 
folide,  that  we  can  not  think  it  poffible  for  thir  tua  peeceis  in  lang  tyrae, 
and  without  mutche  coifl  and  danger,  to  prevaill  aganis  thame.  The  foul- 
douris  wants  thair  pay  for  this  moneth,  and  we  can  not  half  fo  mutche  as 
the  half  or  ony  pairt  thairof,  advancit  be  takkifmen  or  chalmerlanis,  thoght 
we  half  with  the  fliiref  depute  imployit  all  our  requeiftis  and  commandis. 
Thair  is  alfo  fuche  penurie  of  vidluall,  that  none  can  be  had  for  meate 
or  drink,  for  prayer  or  pryce.  The  rebellis  ar  reflbluit  obflinatlie  to  in- 
dure  and  bald  oute  ;  and  this  day,  becaus  the  cannoun  played  not  vpoun 
thame,  (haueing  intelhgence,  for  all  that  we  can  do,  of  our  wantis)  thay 
jelled  frome  the  caflell  in  the  moirning,  alking  quhy  our  cannouns  did 
fleip  fo  lang.  Ane  mercheant  fliip  of  Glafgo  arryveing  heir  frome  Dan- 
tifh  or  Cairfloun,  we  fend  for  the  maifter,  and,  knoweing  that  he  had 
fome  poulder  belonging  to  the  merchantis,  who  ar  not  vpoun  hir,  to  help 
the  prefent  neceffitie,  and  forder  his  maiefties  feruice,  the  erll  caulit 
tak  foure  centrellis  of  poulder  frome  hir  at  Ixxx  lib.  the  centroll,  and  hes 
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gevin  his  lordfliips  band  to  him,  that  he  falbe  payit  thairfoir  be  your  lord- 
fhip,  qiihen  he  comes  to  Edinburgh.  The  noceffityis  and  wantis  mud 
ather  be  helpit  with  all  thingis  reqiiifite,  or  certanelie  the  feruice  can  not 
be  broght  to  that  end  whiche  is  wiflied  and  expe6lit.  Yf  your  lordfliip 
pleis  to  affuir  Robert  and  Patrik  Halcrois  of  thair  lyves,  thair  is  no  grite 
doubt,  bot  thay  wald  gif  ouer,  and  the  reft  rander  thame  felfEs  ;  bot  yf 
that  be  not  grantit,  thair  is  no  thing  bot  force  to  conftrain  thame.  Thay 
haif  flioit  the  Inglife  fmithe  through  the  arme,  befyde  the  cannoun,  and 
yifterday  haif  flioit  James  Ritchiefoun,  ane  of  the  fouldiouris,  through  the 
body.  The  gentilmen  of  the  cuntrey  wald  be  glaid  to  fee  ane  end  of  thir 
troublis,  quhairby,  thay  and  all  the  people  reflaues  grite  hinderance  and 
damageis.  The  erll,  his  bruther,  and  freindis,  ar  mantenit  heir  with  maill 
and  malt,  frome  Caithnes,  and  thoght  thay  be  refoluit  euir  to  perfequute 
the  feruice,  yitt  it  is  verie  troublefome  and  expenfiue  to  thame,  and  thair 
lyveis  in  daylie  dangeir.  Oft'  the  grite  nomber  of  perfonis  who  hes  bene 
fauouraris,  aflifl:aris,  and  partakaris  of  this  rebellioun,  we  haif  thoght  beft 
to  fend  fome  with  thair  depofitionis  and  confefllonis  to  your  lordfliip,  that 
thay  may  ather  be  punifliit  thair  according  to  thair  defervingis,  or  the 
cuntrey  purgeit  and  maid  red  of  thame  in  all  tyme  comeing.  So,  aflureing 
our  felffis  that  your  lordfliip,  according  to  your  fo  fure  diligence,  will,  with 
all  haift,  poft  bak  the  poft,  furnift  with  money  for  the  fouldiouris,  poulder, 
bullett,  and  vi6tuall,  as,  breade,  maill,  malt,  and  heir,  to  be  fauld  at  fome 
reafounable  raite ;  and  wiflieing  grace  and  peace  frome  God  to  your 
lordfliip,  I  refl; 

Your  Lordfliip  in  all  dewtie  to  feme  yow, 

Ja.  B.  of  Orcadis. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : — 

"  Copie  of  the  Bifchop  of  Caithnes 
letter. 

"  Refl'aued  13  Sept.  1614." 
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xciv lord  binning  to  patrick  hamilton. 

Brother, 

This  morning  John  Stewart  is  arryued  from  Orlcnay,  and  hes 
broght  in  his  fchip,  be  diredlion  of  the  Erie  of  Caithnes,  foure  of  his  pri- 
foners,  with  thair  depofitions;  whom  I  have  re-examined  this  forenone,  and 
have  fend  to  yow,  the  copies  of  thair  depofitions  fent  from  Orknay,  and 
of  my  examination  of  thame  this  day;  together  with  the  copie  of  the 
letter  which  the  Bifchop  of  Orknay  fent  with  thame.  Thay  ar  now  in 
the  Towbuith,  in  the  irnehoufe,  becaus  the  chancelar  and  counfall 
will  be  in  this  towne  this  night.  I  will  advyfe  with  thame,  whether  it  be 
more  fit  to  execute  thame  tomorrow,  or  to  delay  thair  execution  for  fum 
dayes,  leafl  thair  fuddane  death,  might  mak  the  deteanars  of  the  Caftell 
of  Kirkwall,  more  defperat  and  obflinat. 

The  Erie  of  Caithnes,  with  great  dexteritie,  hes  maid  himfelf  mailler 
of  the  fteple  and  howfe  of  the  Yairds.  He  hes  no  lolTe,  prayfed  be  God, 
bot  of  two  of  his  men  flayne  and  ane  hurt.  We  ar  perfuaded  that  all 
the  prouifions  which  thay  requyre  be  thair  letter,  wer  in  Orknay  before 
thair  letter  came  to  my  handis.  I  have  this  day  fent  to  Leith,  two  hundreth 
bullets  for  the  cannon  and  batard,  and  am  provyding  all  vther  neceffars, 
which  fall  be  reddie  this  night  and  imbarked  tomorrow,  God  willing,  to 
the  effe6l  the  fchip  may  mak  faile  the  morine,  if  God  grant  thame  prof- 
perous  wind.  This  I  have  thoght  fit  to  wryte  to  yow,  to  be  fignified  to 
his  maieftie  and  my  lord  chamberlane;  thinking  that  the  copie  of  the 
bifchops  letter  and  the  prifoners  depofitions  ar  the  beft  information  I  can 
give  yow. 

I  pray  yow  recommend  to  his  maieftie  and  my  lord  chamberlane,  the 
fauorable  and  fpeidie  expedition  of  the  Erie  of  Caithnes  and  Bifchop  of 
Orknayes  bufines,  and  vfe  all  poffible  haift  in  the  returne  of  his  maiefties 

u 
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commandements.     So,  in  haift,  I  commit  yow  to  God.     Edinburgh,  this 
13  September  [1614?] 

Your  loving  brother. 

Binning. 


I  haue  fend  for  the  juftice  deput  andjuftice  clerk,  and  aduerteifed  my 
lord  chancelar,  who  came  yefternight  to  Pinkie,  and  will  be  heir  this  efter- 
none. 

To  my  beloued  brother,  Maifler 
Patrik  Hamilton,  at  Court. 


XCV.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  THE  EARL  OF  CAITHNESS. 

Our  verrie  Honourable  Good  Lord, 

We  haue  reffaued  vour  lordihips  feuerall  letters  of  the  fyfte  and 
nynte  of  this  monethe.  The  anfueir  of  fo  much  as  may  concerne  the 
prouifioune  of  munitioune  and  vi6luales,  is  contenit  in  the  letters  fent 
withe  your  lordfliips  fute  poifte,  be  ws  the  deputie  thefaurar  and  fecretar ; 
and  thairfoir,  we  haue  thocht  good  be  thir  lynes,  only  to  fignifie  to  your 
lordfliip,  our  coniundl  opinioune  in  the  pointes  of  greatafl  moment, 
quharein  your  lordfliip  defyres  to  be  refolued.  Firll,  anent  the  ordour 
to  be  tane  withe  the  priflbners,  being  in  your  lordfliips  powar,  quhidder 
your  lordfliipp  fall  try  thame  in  Orknay,  or  fend  thanie  heir,  it  appeires 
more  fitt  that  your  lordfliip  tak  ordour  with  thame  in  that  cuntrie,  for 
thare  tranfporte  hither,  wilbe  fafchious,  expenfiue,  longfume,  and  danger- 
ous :  And  it  is  expedient,  that  exemplar  puneifment  be  vfed,  quhar  the 
rebellioune  was  attempted,  when  your  lordfliip  fall  think  the  time  conue- 
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iiient  to  inflift  deferued  puneifment  vpoune  the  great  malefadlouris,  vnles 
it  wer  to  fend  fiim  few  to  this  toune,  quhom  your  lordfliip  knawis  to  be 
hable  to  difcouer  things  greathe  importeing  his  niaieflie;  and  fuche  of 
the  rell,  as  your  lordihip  thinks  mor  meit  to  be  baneifed  or  pardoned, 
vpoune  fuch  cautioune  or  vther  provifioun,  not  to  returne  in  the  cuntrie,  or 
compeirance  of  fuche,  as  ar  permitted  to  remaine  within  the  cuntrie, 
befoir  the  ordinar  judges,  quhen  thay  fall  be  laufuUie  cited,  we  mufl  ab- 
folutelie  referre  to  your  lordlhips  awin  honourable  difcretioune. 

As  to  your  lordlhips  deutte,  how  to  proceid  in  the  offer  maid  be  Robert 
Stewarte,  and  Patrik  Halcroe,  to  render  vpoune  conditioune  of  thair 
lyves,  becaus  of  the  difficulties  quhich  your  lordfliip  forefies  in  the  fer- 
uice,  if  it  be  to  be  performed  be  violence  and  be  aflaulte,  and  that  the 
granteing  thame  conditiounes,  may  difcouer  the  band  maid  amongs  the 
rebelles,  and  the  infeftement  grantit  to  Patrik  Halcro;  we  think  that  it 
will  appeir  verrie  llrange  to  his  maieflie,  if  they  fall  now  be  reffaued 
vpoune  conditioune  of  faifetie  of  thair  lyffes,  efter  fo  muche  expenfis 
bellowit  be  his  maieflie,  and  fo  much  travell,  dainger,  and  coill,  fufleanit 
be  your  lordfliip,  in  the  profecutioune  of  his  maieflie s  commiflloune,  be 
powar  and  force,  quhen  as,  long  befoir  the  vndertaking  of  that  charge, 
the  Laird  of  Murchill  offered  to  induce  thame,  vpoune  eafie  conditiounes, 
to  render,  if  thay  micht  haue  aflurance  of  thaire  lyftes:  lykas,  fenfyne,  the 
Erie  of  Caflelles  offered  to  caus  thame  render  all  obedience,  without  ony 
truble  or  expenfis  to  his  maieflie,  if  he  micht  haue  warrand  to  afTure 
thaire  lyues.  Befyds,  that  his  maieflie  hes  caufed  adverteis,  that  he  wald 
wifch  your  lordfliip  to  vfe  the  powar  of  your  commiffioune,  to  geiue  re- 
miffions  fpairinglie,  and  vpoune  good  confideratioune;  and  thairfore,  we 
wald  rather  wifche  your  lordfchip,  to  afTay  all  vther  good  meanis  to  ac- 
compleis  the  feruice,  nor  be  granting  reniiffioune  to  thefe  two.  Bot  if 
thay  will  render  to  your  lordfliip,  vpoune  conditioune  of  faiftie,  quhill  his 
maiefties  pleafour  be  knawin,  we  think  thair  is  many  reafounes  quhy  thay 
fould  not  difpair  to  find  grace  with  his  maieflie,  quhois  great  mercie  and 
clemencie  is  notour  to  the  world,  in  infinit  pruiffes.  We  think  it  alfo 
fitt,  that  your  lordfliip  efl'ay  ather  be  grante  of  pardone,  or  fuche  other 


156  THE   MELROS   PAPERS. 

conditioune  as  your  lordfhip  thinks  meit,  to  withdraw  from  Robeite,  and 
Patrili  Halcroe,  all  thair  affiftantes,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  may  be;  and, 
if  it  be  poffibill,  to  moue  thame  to  render  the  houfe,  and  delyuer  the  faids 
Robert  Stewarte,  and  Patrik  Halcroe,  to  your  lordfliips  hands;  and  fail- 
yeing  thairof,  that  thay  may  leiue  thame,  and  come  thame  felfis  to  your 
lordfliip,  vpoune  fuche  conditioune,  as,  with  his  maiefties  honour,  and 
good  of  his  feruice,  may  be  made  to  thame.  Bot  we  always  defyre,  that 
any  favour  to  be  fchawin  to  any  of  thair  compleices,  be  vpoune  cleir  pro- 
uifioune,  that  thay  fall  conceall  nothing  that  fall  be  inquyred  of  thame, 
concerning  the  deuyfe  and  profecutioune  of  this  rebellioune,  fo  far  as  thay 
knaw :  and  if  your  lordfhip  cane  learne  the  affured  treuthe  tharof,  be  any 
quho  cumes  in  your  lordfhips  hands,  that  your  lordihip  may  fend  the  pair- 
ties  and  depofitiounes  heir,  and  thay  fall  be  vfed  according  to  your  lord- 
fliips  recommendatioune;  and  the  conditiounes  maid  be  your  lordfliip  to 
thame  fall  be  faithfullie  obferved.  We  wifch  that  als  many  of  the 
cheife  rebelles  may  fall  in  your  lordfliip's  frie  powar,  but  conditione,  as 
may  be ;  bot  if  your  lordfhip  can  haue  the  caflell  rendered  to  your  lord- 
fliip, and  Robert,  and  Patrik  Halcro,  in  your  hands,  to  be  vfed  at  his 
maiefties  pleafour,  we  ar  perfwadit,  his  maieftie  will  weill  allow  of  it,  any 
vther  conditioune  your  lordfliip  fall  niak  to  vthers.  And  quhill  that  be, 
it  will  be  fitte  that  your  lordfliip  ufe  all  pofTible  means  to  flraite  and  force 
thame,  and  all  thare  affiftantes,  with  fuch  diligence,  as  the  feafone  of  the 
yeir,  his  maiefties  great  charges,  your  lordfliips  trauell,  truble,  dainger, 
and  expenfis,  and  the  hazard  of  your  lordfliips  freinds  and  feruands,  dois 
requyre.  So,  wifching  your  lordfhip  fpeide,  honourable  and  happie  fuc- 
ces,  in  the  performeing  of  your  charge,  and  all  vther  your  lordfhips  good 
interpryfes,  we  reft 

Your  lordefliips  moft  affe6lionat, 

Al.  Cancells- 

Glesgow. 

Binning. 

S^i.  G.  Murray. 
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We  have  good  warrant!  to  alfure  your  lordfhip,  that  both  his  maieftie 
and  the  counfell,  edemis  worthehe  of  your  lordfhips  wyfe  and  curageious 
proceding  in  this  feruice.     Datit,  Edinburgh,  15  September. 

To  the  right  honourable  our  verrie 
good  Lord,  the  Erie  of  Caith- 
nes,  his  Maiellies  Leuetennent 
in  Orknay. 

Indorfed  bv  Lord  Binning  : 


"  Copie  of  the  letter  writtin  to  the 

Erie  of  Caithnes. 
"  15  September,  1614." 


XCVI.—LORD  BINNING  TO  PATRICK  HAMILTON. 


Brother, 

The  counfals  note  fent  heirwith  will  expres  that  the  lordis  have 
bene  more  empefched  at  this  meiting  with  particular  adlions  nor  publidl 
affaires.  I  communicat  to  my  lord  chancelar  the  letter  which  I  reflaued 
from  the  Erie  of  Caithnes,  and  be  his  aduyce,  the  Archibifchop  of  Glaf- 
go,  and  the  deputie  thefaurars,  I  wrait  ane  anfuer.  The  copies  of  both 
I  have  fent  to  yow,  and  will  pray  yow  to  feik  opportunitie  to  fchaw  thame 
to  his  maieftie  and  my  lord  chamberlane,  to  the  effedl  we  may  vnderftand 
be  your  diligent  aduerteifment,  if  his  maieftie  allow  of  oure  anfueir, 
which  we  haue  framed,  to  the  bringing  that  feruice  to  ane  gude  and  fpeidie 
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end:  becaus  we  perfaue  be  the  erles  letter,  which  is  all  writtin  be  the 
Bifchop  of  Orknayes  hand,  that  thay  renconter  great  difficulties,  which 
continouance  of  tyme  will  augment.  Bot  if  his  maieftie  miflyke  any 
pairt  of  oure  opinion,  and  be  pleafed  to  command  any  thing  to  the  con- 
trarie,  we  may  mak  his  royall  pleafour  knowne  to  the  Erie  of  Caithnes 
with  all  poffible  fpeid.  The  Bifchop  of  the  lies  hes  protracted  long  tyme 
verie  vnproffitablie,  whairof  he  now  perfaues  the  errour,  and  regrates  it 
be  ane  letter  which  we  refTaued  from  him  yifternight,  whairby  he  promeifes 
now  to  go  fordward  to  Ha;  bot  verie  vnfeafonablie,  becaus  the  cuntrie 
people,  be  whoes  affiftance  he  might  have  expedled  to  have  ftraited  the 
rebels,  ar  now  fo  bufied  with  thair  harveft,  that  thay  will  rather  aduenture 
to  difobey  the  proclamation,  nor  loffe  the  comes,  whairvpon  thay  and  thair 
families  mud  leive  whill  this  tyme  twelmonth.  Alwayes,  we  haue  granted 
him  all  the  warrandis  he  requyres,  and  fall  omit  no  thing,  that  is  in  oure 
power  to  aduance  his  feruice,  and  encourage  him  thairin  ;  albeit  I  mixed 
my  lafl  anfweir  to  him  with  fum  bitternes,  becaus  his  inexcufable  delayes 
had  greatlie  preiudged  his  maieflies  feruice. 

I  pray  yow  learne  and  wryte  his  maieflies  pleafour  anent  the  foure 
prifoners  fent  from  Orknay,  whoes  depofitions  wer  in  the  lafl  packet;  for 
the  Earle  of  Caithnes  hes  fent  thame  as  notable  rebels,  and  thairfore  it 
wald  be  knowne,  whidder  his  maieflie  will  have  thame  executed  or  de- 
layed. So,  prayeing  yow  to  vfe  diligence  in  fignifeing  his  maieflies 
pleafour  in  thir  affaires,  I  commit  you  to  God.  Edinburgh,  15  Septem- 
ber [1614?] 

Your  loving  brother, 

Binning. 

To  my  beloued  brother,  Maifler 
Patrik  Hamilton,  at  Court. 
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XCVII.— THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


Most  Honourable  Good  Lord, 

The  fam  morning  cam  to  me  the  bailjeis  of  Bruntiland,  and  hes 
fchawin  me,  thair  is  a  Spanifch  fchippe  cum  into  thair  harberie,  fwa  lekt, 
that  incontinent,  efter  thair  incomeing,  fchea  fat  doune,  and  is  not  able  to 
go  out  againe.  Thair  was  in  hir  32  men.  Thay  fay  thay  ar  fifchars  of 
whailes,  and  thair  erand  aboute  our  lies  was  for  that.  The  bailseis  of 
the  toune  fcliaws  to  me  alfo  thair  is  fum  prouifioune  in  thair  fchipt  and 
geir,  that  bears  appeirance  thame  to  be  of  that  vocatioune;  but  other 
wavs  thaj  appeir  alfo  to  be  flicht  men,  hable  and  tydie,  hes  nather  cokket 
nor  chartour  pairtie ;  and  feing  of  the  brootes  was  heir,  of  the  grit  prepara- 
tioun  of  a  Spanifche  nauie,  and  vther  foraners,  I  think  of  our  dewtie  we 
cannot  oraitt  to  trv  quhat  may  be  in  this,  for  iic  people  hes  not  beane  in 
vfe  to  haunte  heir  away.  I  haue  commandit  the  bail3eis  to  put  in  thair 
towbuith  the  capitane,  wha  is  a  Spani3ard,  the  pilott,  quho  is  ane  Inglifch 
man,  and  hes  Spanifche  languadge,  thair  chirurgian,  quhaisaFrencheman, 
and  ane  Scotts  man,  quhome  thay  tooke  in  north  at  Aberdour  [Aberdeen  ?], 
in  our  coafte,  to  be  pilate  to  thame  in  this  firthe.  I  haue  commandit  thame 
alfo  to  cans  watche  vpoune  all  the  refl,  that  thay  go  not  from  the  houfe 
wher  thay  ludge.  The  bail3eis  fchew  me  alfo,  that  this  morning  the 
fkippar,  being  a  fchipboord  with  fum  of  his  companie,  is  gone  to  Leithe. 
All  this  I  thocht  good  to  fignifie  to  your  lordflaip,  as  tlie  bearar  will  alfo 
declare  to  your  lordlhip,  at  mair  lenth.  I  think  meitefl,  that  your  lord- 
fhip  fall  incontinent  fend  doune  to  Lethe,  and  caus  bring  vp  to  yow  the 
fkippar,  with  any  vthers  ar  thair  with  him,  to  be  examinet  be  vour  lord- 
thip,  haifing  with  yow  my  lord  thefaurar,  advocat,  or  ony  others  ar  of  the 
counfell  in  toune ;  and  that  your  lordfliip  alfo  fend  ouer  to  Bruntiland,  a 
warrand  to  the  bailseis  thairof,  to  bring  ouer  to  your  lordfliip  the  forefaid 
captane,  chirurgiane,  Inglifchmane,  and  Scottes  man,  to  be  alfo  e.xamined 
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thair  be  yow,  vpoun  all  partic-ulars,  as  ye  fall  find  occafioiine  in  your 
wifdome. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 


Copie  of  my  Lord  Chancelars 
letter  to  me,  anent  the  impri- 
foning  and  examination  of  the 
Spanyards. 

"22  September,  1614." 


XCVIII.—LORD  BINNING  TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR. 

My  most  Honoukable  Gude  Lord, 

Maister  James  Raith  hes  delyverit  to  me  your  lordfliips  letter 
writtin  this  day,  aduertifing  me  of  the  diredlioune  gevin  be  your  lordfliip 
to  the  bail3eis  of  Bruntiland,  to  put  in  thair  towbuthe  the  captane,  the 
pilot,  and  chirurgiane  of  the  Spanifche  fchipe  arryued  in  thair  harborie, 
and  the  Scottis  mariner  that  is  with  thame  ;  willing  me  to  fend  for  thefe 
priffoners,  and  to  caus  the  bailseis  of  this  toune  to  tak  the  Spanifch  fkip- 
par,  and  fum  of  his  companie,  and  bring  thame  to  this  toune  to  be  exam- 
ined be  me,  and  any  of  the  counfell  I  can  haue  reddieft  with  me  ;  which 
I  fould  prefentlie  haue  obeyd,  if  I  fund  probabilitie  of  thair  fudden  de- 
pairtour.  Bot  lince  thair  fchippe  cannot  be  of  ony  farder  vfe  to  thame, 
I  cannot  think  that  thay  can  be  hable  to  remoue  fone  frome  this.  Nather 
dois  it  feame  fitt,  in  my  walk  judgement,  to  deale  fufpitiouflie  or  too  ri- 
gourouflie  with  thame ;  for  fince  thair  is  publi6l  peace  betwene  his  ma- 
ieftie  and  thair  king,  and  that  thair  is  not  ony  of  his  maieflies  fubie6ls 
that  compleanis  on  tham,  nor  ony  goods  within  thair  fchippe  which  may 
breid  fufpitioune  of  onie  piracie  committed  be  thame,  gif  ony  rigour 
be  vfed  aganis  thame,  thair  reporte  of  it  to  thair  king,  may  moue  him  to 
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deale  maliciouflie  with  oure  merchantes,  of  quhome  ane  thowfand  go  to 
his  dominiouns,  wliair  one  of  his  fiibie6ls  come  to  this  cuntrie  ;  and  giue 
the  hard  vfeage  of  tliis  people  gaue  beginning  to  fuch  inconvenient,  the 
blame  wald  be  imputed  to  the  authouris  of  the  firft  feueritie.  This  I  am 
bold  to  propone  to  your  lordlhips  confideratioune  :  Bot,  if  your  lordlhip 
perfifl  in  your  opinione,  I  fall  heir  attend  your  lordfliips  comeing,  and  affifte 
and  follow  your  lordlhip  in  any  thing  your  lordlhip  thinks  fitt  to  be  done 
for  his  maieilies  feruice,  and  good  of  the  cuntrie.  The  reporte  of  the 
comeing  of  the  Spanifche  nauie  in  the  narrow  feas  is  fals,  praifed  be 
God  ;  to  quhois  protedlioun  I  humblie  committ  your  lordlliip,  and  rellis. 
Edinburgh,  22  September,  at  nicht. 


Indorfed  bv  Lord  Binnins 


"  Copie  of  my  anfuer  to  my  lord  Chan- 
celar,  anent  the  taking  and  exami- 
nation of  the  Spanyards. 

"  22  Sept.  1614." 


xcix.—lord  binning  to  patrick  hamilton. 

Brother, 

I  HAVE  this  day  reffaued  your  letters  of  the  fyftent.  I  have  not 
any  mater  to  wryte  to  yow,  becaus  I  have  hard  nothing  from  Orknay  or 
Ila  fince  my  lad,  fent  to  yow  vpon  thurifday  lafl,  fince  which  tyme  I  have 
flayed  in  this  towne  with  my  lord  Aduocat,  expelling  your  vncles  returne 
this  night;  and  if  he  cum,  I  intend  tomorrow,  God  willing,  to  go  to  Fyfe, 
and  to  cum  bak  vpon  Mononday. 

X 
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Yow  haue  done  wyfelie  to  refolue  to  conforme  your  journay  to  my 
lords  pleafour.  I  prav  yow  pairt  with  his  fauour,  and  tak  fo  fpeidie 
ordour  with  your  turnes  heir,  as  you  may  be  at  court,  at  the  tyme,  which 
his  lordfliip  fall  afligne  ;  for  thair  is  great  reafon  why  you  fould  not  be 
long  abfent,  at  this  tyme,  as  yow  may  know  before  yow  cum  from 
court,  if  rumours  be  trew.  Bot  yow  mufl  not  tak  notice  of  any  fuch 
mater,  without  farder  certantie  nor  I  haue  as  yet.  I  know  not  what  tyme 
yow  will  lie  oure  freind  that  is  fent  for,  nor  who  will  accumpanie  him ; 
bot  that  will  be  fignified  to  yow  in  dew  tyme. 

Sanders  intendis  to  be  with  you  or  it  be  long,  with  confidence  of  gude 
fpeid  in  his  bufines. 

I  am  beholden  to  the  gentleman  to  whom  you  fchew  the  note  concern- 
ing the  coales,  and  wifli  him  gude  fpeid  in  all  his  affaires.  If  I  can  do 
more  for  him,  I  fall  be  hairtelie  redde.  Yow  know  my  lord  appeired  to 
dellinat  that  for  ane  vther,  bot  if  he  hath  thoght  fit  to  chainge  his  pour- 
pofe,  it  is  no  dowt  for  gude  refpe6ls. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  as  I  heir,  hes  fent  his  feruand  to  court,  for  what 
caufe  I  know  not,  vnles  it  be  to  expeid  his  warrands  for  the  lord  Blantyres 
place  in  feffion  and  counfall ;  for  it  [is]  conftantlie  faid  and  beleiued  heir, 
that  Sir  James  hes  his  dimiflion  for  bothe. 

I  am  perfuaded  you  haue  informed  his  maieftie,  and  my  lord,  of  the 
two  feuerall  furneiflTmgs  of  vi6luall  and  munition  fent  from  this  to  the 
erle  of  Caithnes,  which  1  hope  will  more  nor  abundantlie  furneis  him 
evrie  way,  during  his  Hay  thair.  Yow  haue  done  exceiding  Weill  to 
remember  fo  effe6luallie  the  bifchop  of  Orknayes  bufines;  for  before  God, 
your  vncle  and  I  wer  fo  far  ingadged  to  him,  when  we  perfuaded  him  to 
aflill  this  feruice,  that  if  he  had  bene  difappoynted  we  had  reflaued  in- 
excufable  difcredit;  I  pray  yow  alfo  remember  the  warrand  for  the  erle 
of  Caithnes  admiffion  vpon  the  counfall. 

If  this  letter  be  accumpanied  with  ane  fignatour  of  myne,  of  the  Tem- 
pillands,  which  I  haue  boght  from  the  lord  of  Torphechin  and  Maifler 
Robert  Williamfon,  I  pray  yow  fute  the  expedition  thairof,  of  his  maief- 
tie and  my  lord.     If  any  difficultie  be  maid,  aflure  thame  that  thair  is  no 
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thing  conteaned  in  it,  bot  that  which  wes  in  the  lord  Torphechins  infeft- 
ment,  granted  to  his  great  vncle  be  the  Queine,  in  anno  1563,  and  euer 
fince  pofleffed  be  his  vncle  and  him,  while  of  late  that  he  difponed  thefe 
Tempillands  to  Maifter  Robert  Williamfon,  in  anno  1609.  Thay  ar  vn- 
worthie,  poiire  parcels  of  land,  of  ane  aiker  or  two,  or  thrie  a  piece,  difperfed 
in  many  feuerall  pairts  of  the  cuntrie,  and  difmembred  of  before  for  the 
moft  pairt;  Angus  being  difponed  to  the  lord  of  Balmerinoes  father,  and 
now  to  himfelf ;  Perth  to  my  lord  of  Scone ;  Roxburgh  to  young  Ferniherft ; 
and  eight  or  nyne  vther  fchyres  to  feuerall  perfones,  fo  that  the  worfl  and 
deirell  is  fallin  in  my  hand.  If  any  exception  be  takin  aganis  the  rega- 
litie,  or  any  vther  thing  conteaned  in  my  tignatour,  defyre  that  it  may  be 
exped  vnder  his  maieftie  and  my  lords  hands,  if  thay  pleafe,  and  fent  to 
be  confidered  be  your  vncle  and  the  Aduocat ;  with  direction  to  flay  it, 
if  it  exceid  the  privileges  conteaned  in  the  lord  of  Torphechin  and 
Maifter  Robert  VYilliamfons  infeftments,  for  I  cannot  imagine  that  my 
mifluk  will  be  fuch,  as  not  to  be  allowed  to  pollefs  that,  whairof  thay  had 
right  and  pofleffion,  which  thay  have  tranfferred  in  me. 

John  Stewarts  fchip,  which  cairied  the  lafl  prouifions  to  Orknav,  maid 
faill  from  this  vpon  Setterday  laft,  and  had  the  wind  fo  fauorable,  as  we 
conieiSlure,  that  fcho  wes  in  Orknay  vpon  Mononday,  at  night.  I  can 
not  meruell  aneuch  at  the  erle  of  Caithnes  flow  aduerteifment.  I  pray 
yow  be  cairefull  of  the  warrand  for  his  place  in  counfall,  and  for  difpatche 
of  the  bifchop  of  Orknayes  fecurities,  for  thay  much  import  oure  credit; 
and,  if  that  wer  well  done,  I  fall  not  raililie  heirefter  vndertak  much, 
having  fo  fm;ill  credit  to  performe. 

I  thoght  to  haue  difpatched  thir  letters  vpon  the  21,  bot  your  vncles 
llow  returne  to  this  towne  flayed  me  till  now.  This  tellimoniall  of  the 
laufuhies  of  Maifter  Richard  Spens  his  fones  birth  is  recommended  be 
my  lord  Aduocat. 

I  haue  fend  to  yow  my  vther  letter  concerning  the  Spanifli  fchip, 
with  the  copies  concerning  that  bufines,  (o  be  fchawne  to  his  maiellie 
and  my  lord,  at  your  firft  occafion. 

If  yow  find  any  fuch  ditficultie  in  my  fignatour,  as  my  plaiK^ft  bufmes 
vfes  to  reflaue,  mak  no  farder  inftancie  in  it,  bot  fend  it  bak  to  me;  for 
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it  may  laufuUie  pas  heir  as  ane  vfuall  grant,  conteaning  no  noueltie  nor 
fauour.     God  be  with  yow.     Edinburgh,  the  23  September  [1614?] 

Your  loving  brother, 

Binning. 

To  my  beloued  brother,  Maifter 
Patrik  Hamilton,  at  Court. 


C— THE  BISHOP  OF  THE  ISLES  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


My  Speciall  Goode  Lord, 

Receaving  frome  my  Lord  Secretare,  ane  verie  byiting  lettre, 
laying  the  weytt  of  the  taking  of  the  houfe  of  Dunavaig,  vpoun  the  negli- 
gence of  my  keiparis  theirof,  and  the  long  keiping  theirof  be  the  rebellis, 
vpoun  my  fleuthe,  whilk  femed  to  proceid,  ather  of  fome  of  my  vnfreindis 
informatioune  of  his  lordfchip,  or  els  of  his  lordfchipis  confait  of  me,  whilk 
I  neuer  merited ;  I  preafed  als  cairfullie  as  my  might  or  credit  micht 
extend  to,  (albeit  I  wanttit  both  place,  purfe,  and  credit  neidfull  to  haue 
affedluatit  fuche  ane  earand,)  to  releive  my  felf  of  that  imputatione,  and 
with  all  diligence  I  tuik  my  jurney  toward  the  Yles,  prouydit  with  fuche 
fervitours  and  fmall  cumpany  of  men  as  I  micht  with  fuche  haifl  procure; 
and  thinking  my  number  too  fmall  to  venture  in  conference  or  plotting 
with  rebellis,  I  fend  fex  of  the  bed  of  my  cumpany  weill  acquented  with 
theme,  to  theme  with  the  remifTione ;  thinking,  that,  according  to  thair 
oathe  and  promeife  be  wrytt,  and  vpoun  the  refett  theirof,  they  fuld  haue 
deliuered  the  houfe ;  whilk  they  returned  anfuer  with  fome  of  my  feruands 
to  me,  that  they  fuld  be  reddie  to  do,  withm  tua  houris  eftir  they  had  ad- 
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vyfit  and  being  refoliiit  wliidder  the  remiffione  wes  fufficient  or  no,  as  I 
wrait  to  your  lordfchip  of  before.  Vpoun  the  whilk  promeife  I  fent  oner 
my  feruandis  the  fecund  tyme,  and  I  relied  ftill  in  Arrane,  thinking  they 
fuld  haue  keipit  their  promeife,  but  they  returnit  the  fecund  anfuer  to  me, 
that  they  culd  not  delyuer  that  houfe,  bot  to  my  felf  being  perfonall  pre- 
fentt,  and  to  relTaue  ane  fufficient  afTurance  be  wreat,  of  my  freindfchipe  in 
all  tyme  curaing;  and  therefore,  leift  they  fuld  haue  excufed  their  rebel- 
Hone  in  refpe6l  of  my  crayuing  to  come  that  far  vnto  theme,  and  leift  that 
your  lordfchip  fuld  haue  layed  ane  new  burdein  vpoun  my  lleuthe,  inre- 
fpe6l  of  the  negle6l  of  that  feruice,  and  that,  feiring  the  treacherie  of  thefe 
rebellis,  I  prouydit  fuche  cumpany,  as  ather  my  credit  amangft  my  freind- 
fhip,  or  of  any  money  whilk  I  might  procure,  to  convoy  me  thair.  The 
haruefl  wes  fo  great  ane  impediment,  that  the  nightbouris  in  the  lies,  and 
the  Yles  menthemfelfis  [wer]  fo  cairles  in  this  feruice,  that  for  tliemoflpairt, 
all  men  refuifed  me,  and  in  fpeciall  M'Len  and  M'Leude  of  Hereis,  fua 
that  I  culd  obtene  no  nomber  to  go  thairwith,  except  threfcoir  and  ten 
perfonis,  of  the  whiche,  their  wes  fyiftie  weageit  foldiouris  and  tuentie  fol- 
loweris  of  the  Laird  of  Ardincaple,  my  nevoy  the  Laird  of  Ranfurlie,  and 
my  felf.  With  thefe  I  landit  in  Ila,  the  19  of  this  inftant,  being  allur- 
edlie  informit,  that  Donald  Gorme  of  Slait  and  the  Laird  of  Hardancaple, 
whome  I  had  fend  befoir  my  felf,  yit  agane  to  the  houfe  to  mitigat  the 
rebellis  humouris,  pacife  and  move  theme  without  delay  to  obey  the 
charge.  I  wes  alfo  defyred  be  word  and  wreat,  that  the  tenentis  of  the 
cuntrey  wald  concur  with  me,  and  that  the  beft  half  of  the  Clan  Donald 
of  that  He,  would  allift  me,  to  the  whilk  effeft,  fome  of  theme  mett  me  be 
the  way,  and  convoyit  me  to  Hay,  and  remanit  with  me  night  and  day, 
while  the  21  day,  at  aueht  houris  in  the  morning,  who  depairting  then 
frome  me,  and  Hardencaple  and  Donald  Gorme  comeing  to  me,  and  gave 
vp  commoning  and  vtter  refufell  to  delyuer  the  houfe  any  maner  of  way  ; 
and  immediatlie  aftir  theme,  the  greitteft  nomber  of  the  name  of  Clan 
Donald  of  that  Yle,  both  of  the  taikeris  of  that  houfe  and  fuche  as  med- 
lit  not  with  it  befoir,  come  togidder  to  the  nomber  of  ane  hundreth 
men  in  amies  and  mae,  and  ley  betwixt  ws  and  our  boittis,  whilks  they 
immediatlie  brake,  all  to  the  nomber  of  four  boittis,  and  fpoyled  the  haill 
gudis  thare  out  of  by  our  knawledge,  affirming,  that  they  come  onlie  to 
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confer  with  me  and  pak  vp  maters,  be  the  adiiyfe  and  interceffione  of 
Donald  Gorrae  and  the  Laird  of  Hardencaple, — while  tlie  22  day, 
about  aucht  of  the  clok,  when  they  refortit  to  theme,  ane  vther  hun- 
drethe  and  mae,  pairtlie  of  the  cuntrey  men,  pairtlie  of  their  owin  accuf- 
tomit  followaris,  and  fo  having  ws  cut  of  frome  our  boittis,  they  di- 
rected a  threating  to  ws,  that  they  wald  put  ws  all  to  the  edge  of  the 
fword  without  exceptione,  or  els  it  behovit  ws  to  deliuer  fuche  of  our 
nomber  to  theme  as  they  wald  chufe  :  Vnto  the  whilk  for  efchewing 
of  bluid  and  greittare  inconvenientis,  it  behovit  me  to  yeild,  and  fo  to 
chufe  out  of  our  cumpany,  my  nevoy  the  Laird  of  Ranfurlie,  and  my  fone 
Mr  Thomas,  whome  they  haue  taikin  with  theme  to  the  caftell  of  Duna- 
vaig,  whairby  your  lordfliip  may  perceave  how  traitourouflie  I  haue  bein 
oft  defaiffit  be  that  pefliferous  clan,  how  hard  my  caice  is  many  wayes, 
and  in  what  trouble  my  freindis  ar  cum  in,  be  my  cair  to  ferue  the  kingis 
maieflie,  both  in  keiping  that  houfe  and  in  preafing  to  recouer,  vpoun 
litle  or  none  of  his  maieflies  charges,  whiche  I  dout  not,  as  his  hienes,  fo 
your  lordfchip  will  fie  remedit,  and  that  with  all  diligence,  vtherwife  I 
am  vndone  :  nather  can  I  depairt  frome  this  yle,  whill  I  fie  fome  comfort- 
abill  wav  for  the  releif  of  their  captiues,  as  moir  particularlie  I  haue  giuin 
informatione  to  the  bearer.  Befeiking  your  lordfchip  to  grant  thairto, 
whilk  falbe  nowayis  preiudiciall  to  his  maiefties  or  your  lordfchipis  inten- 
tione  in  that particulare,  what  euirit  be;  his  maieftierecoueredthebifchope 
of  Darayis  houfe  and  his  wyf,  whofe  houfe  and  caftell  wes  taikin  be  Odo- 
chortie,  and  recompenfed  the  flcaithe :  his  hienes  wairit  expenfes  vpoun 
the  recouerie  of  the  houfe  of  Dunavaig,  when  it  wes  taikin  frome  my 
Lord  of  Scone,  who  had  for  the  keiping  theirof  ane  thoufand  merks  fter- 
ling  a  yeer.  I  hoip  your  lordfchip  will  not  fie  me  and  my  freindis  wrak, 
whilk  referring  to  your  confcieabill  difcretione,  and  befeiking  God  to 
blis  your  lordfchip,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfchipis  affeetionat  fervand, 

An  [drew]  Iles. 

Frome  Iley,  the  xxiij  of  September,  1014. 
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Thay  haue  biggit  ane  new  forthe  in  ane  logh,  whiche  they  haue  manit 
and  vi6lualat.  Angus  Og  their  captane  afRrmis,  in  the  heiring  of  my 
manie  witnefles,  that  he  gat  diredtione  frome  the  Erie  of  Argyle  to  keep 
Hill  the  houfe,  and  that  he  fuld  procure  him  theirfoir  the  haill  landis  of 
Yley  and  houfe  of  Dunavage  to  hinifelf. 


Direft 

To  my  verie  fpeciall  goode  lordis 
my  Lord  Binning,  Secretare, 
and  my  Lord  Thefaurer  of  Scot- 
land. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 


"  Copie  of  the  letter  reffaued  from 
the  Bifchop  of  the  Ifles,  the  pen- 
ult of  September,  at  nyne  at 
night." 


CI — LORD  BINNING  TO  PATRICK  HAMILTON. 

Brother, 

I  HOPE  that  touard  the  end  of  nixt  oulk,  yow  will  fie  my  Lord 
of  Balmerino  at  court,  to  whom  I  afliire  myfelf  yow  will  do  the  bell 
feruices  yow  can. 

I  wrait  to  yow  of  Sir  James  his  journay  to  court,  hot  I  haue  not  fen- 
fyne  hard  any  certantie  of  it.     Bot  it  is  faid  that  Mr  William  Leuifton 
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hes  cairied  thither  the  dimiffions  of  the  places  of  Counfall  and  Seffion, 
with  prefentations  for  his  admiffion.  Whither  he  have  any  warrand  for 
renunciation  of  the  erldome  I  know  not. 

So  fone  as  I  reflaued  your  letter,  I  refolved  vpon  the  rolls,  hot  becaus 
the  anfweir  muft  be  returned  be  your  vncles  advyce,  who  is  not  yet  red- 
die,  it  muft  be  delayed  till  the  nixt  packet. 

As  I  wrait  before,  if  yow  find  difficultie  or  delay  in  my  fignatour,  for- 
beare  to  mak  bufines  for  fo  vnworthie  ane  mater ;  and  fend  it  back  to 
me  with  any  anfweir  yow  get. 

Your  freinds  ar,  praifed  be  God,  in  gude  health,  and  your  nevew 
James  of  Innerueik  yifterday  mairied ;  I  wifli  and  hope  it  be  happelie  and 
in  gude  tyrae. 

I  fend  Maifter  Thomas  Murrayes  letters  with  diligence  as  thay  wer 
dire6led  ;  bot  I  can  not  refolue  fuddenlie  to  embrace  the  pourpofe 
whairof  you  wrait  to  me,  for  reafons  which  I  fall  wryte  or  declaire  to  yow 
at  melting.  For  your  jurnay,  as  I  wrait  before,  I  think  yow  may  difpofe 
it  as  yow  pleafe,  having  my  lords  gude  leave  to  it. 

The  attendance  vpon  aduerteifment  from  Orknay  ftill  deteanis  me 
prifoner  in  this  towne,  fo  as  I  haue  difchairged  no  dewtie  to  any  of  my 
freindis  in  the  cuntrie  all  this  vaicance.  So  I  commit  yow  to  God.  This 
28  of  Sept. 

Your  loving  brother, 

Binning. 


Yow  may  communicat  fo  much  of  my  letters  to  his  maieftie  or  my 
lord  chamberlane  as  vow  think  fit. 


To  my  beloued  brother,  Maifter 
Patrik  Hamilton,  at  Court. 
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CIL— LORD  BINNING  TO  PATRICK  HAMILTON. 


Brother, 

I  HAVE  reffaued  your  letters  in  the  packets  of  the  24  and  26  of 
this  moneth,  to  which  I  wald  have  anfuered  foner,  if  I  had  not  delayed 
expelling  evrie  houre  aduerteifment  from  the  Erie  of  Caithnes  whiche 
is  not  yet  cum  :  nather  haue  we  hard  thir  fyftone  dayes  from  the  Bifchop 
of  the  lies.  I  haue  reflaued  the  Bifchop  of  Orknayes  fignatours,  whairin, 
God  knowes,  I  had  no  melling  hot  for  the  aduancement  of  his  raaieflies 
feruice.  I  pray  yow  be  not  unmyndfull  of  his  maiefties  warrand  for  ad- 
mitting the  Erie  of  Caithnes  vpon  the  counfall,  for  I  am  perfuaded  that  his 
gude  feruice,  will  merite  that  and  much  greater  fauour  from  his  maieftie. 

I  haue  appoynted  the  bailyies  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith  to  be  cairefull, 
fo  fone  as  the  olde  Lady  Athole  and  hir  pretended  hulband  fall  cum  on 
land,  to  tak  ordour  for  thair  faif  detention,  whill  thay  vnderlland  the 
counfals  pleafour  concerning  thame. 

So  fone  as  I  vnderftude  be  your  letter  how  vnwilling  his  maieftie  wes 
that  any  hope  of  mercie  fould  be  fchewne  to  Robert  Stewart,  I  prefent- 
lie  wrait  of  his  maiefties  refolution  to  the  Erie  of  Caithnes,  and  for  his 
better  alliirance  copied  the  verie  wourdis  of  that  pairt  of  your  letter,  and 
inclofed  thame  within  my  letter  to  him,  which  I  diredled  with  all  poffible 
haift  with  ane  poift  be  land,  becaus  my  meflages  be  fea,  ar  fo  incertane,  as 
mifluk  may  delay  thame  verie  long  be  the  way.  I  haue  challenged  his  lord- 
fchip  and  the  bifchop  of  Orknay  fo  hardlie,  for  thair  negligence  in  not  fend- 
ing land  meffingers  to  ws  evrie  oulk,  twife  at  leaft,  that  I  am  perfuaded  thay 
-will  not  heirefter  commit  the  lyke  ouerfight,  fo  long  as  thay  haue  occafion 
to  attend  that  feruice.  Rumours  from  the  Low  cuntries  and  from  court, 
put  oure  people  in  f^rr  of  the  arrivall  of  ane  Spanifli  navie,  touards  the 

T 
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Sluce.  If  yow  learne  any  certantie  of  maters  of  that  kynd,  I  pray  yow  let 
me  heir  it  be  your  letters.  So,  till  farder  occalion,  I  commit  yow  to  God. 
Edinburgh,  28  Sept.  [1614?] 

Your  loving  brother, 

Binning. 
To  my  beloued  brother,  Maifler 
Patrik  Hamilton,  at  Court. 


cm lord  binning  to  patrick  hamilton. 

Brother, 

The  bearer  heirof,  Archibald  Cambell,  having  tane  earnift 
trauellis  to  moue  the  Laird  of  Cadell,  to  confent  to  accept  the  few  of  Ha 
vpon  condicions  far  aboue  any  thing  that  any  refponfall  man  of  qualitie 
did  euer  to  my  knouledge  offer  for  it, — he  hes  alfo  perfuaded  Cadell  to 
vndertak  the  recouerie  of  Dvneveg,  be  his  owne  forces  ;  nd  at  his  privat 
chairges,  he  being  furneU'ed  of  canon,  pouder  and  bullet,  be  his  ma- 
ieftie  ;  onlie  relying  vpon  his  maiefties  gracious  acknouledgement,  efter 
the  feruice  be  well  accompleiffed,  as  the  deput  e  thefaurer,  the  Aduocat 
and  I  have  writtin  breiflie  to  my  Lord  Chamberlane  ;  whairwith  I  have 
thoght  fit  to  acquent  yow,  to  the  effe6l  yow  may  giue  your  freindlie  con- 
currence to  this  gentilman  in  his  affaires,  becaus  I  knew  him  well  affe<Sled 
to  hismaieflies  feruice.  It  pleafed  my  Lord  Chamberlane,  to  recommend  to 
me  the  aduancement  of  his  maiefties  benefite  be  fewing  of  the  iles,  whairof 
I  am  ignorant,  except  fo  much  as  I  may  learne,  be  information  of  thefe  who 
know  the  true  eflait  of  thefe  cuntries,  wherein  I  know  not  any  to  be  more 
trufled,  nor  the  bearer;  and  thairfore,  if  yow  vnderfland  my  Lord  Cham- 
berlane to  perfiH  in  that  refolution,  it  will  be  fit  that  his  lordfliip  dire6l 
this  gentilman  to  relate  the  true  eflate  of  thefe  cuntries  to  his  lordfliip. 
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and  the  beft  meanes  to  reduce  thame  to  peace,  ciuilitie,  and  proffeit ; 
and  thairefter  what  my  lord  fall  be  pleafed  to  command  me,  I  fall  mod 
willinglie  obey  it.  Referring  all  farder  to  your  nixt  aduerteifment,  I  com- 
mit yow  to  God.     Edinburgh,  28  Sept.  [1614?] 

Your  loving  brother, 

Binning. 

To  my  beloued  brother,  Maifter 
Patrik  Hamilton,  at  Court. 


CIV.— LORD  BINNING  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 
SiK, 

I  WILL  neuer  leive  of  to  trouble  yow,  fo  long  as  my  freindis  haue 
to  do  at  court;  fpeciallie,  when  thair  fute  is  joyned  with  his  maieflies 
feruice,  as  at  this  tyrae  the  laird  of  Glengarnok,  who  hes  begun  to  giue 
pruif  of  his  affe6lion  and  travell  for  advancement  of  his  maieflies  royall 
diflein  of  plantation  of  Ireland ;  and,  fince  his  refort  to  that  cuntrie,  hes 
performed  gude  feruice  in  fuch  aifaires  as  hes  bene  inioyned  to  him  be 
the  eflate  and  counfall  of  that  kingdome,  having  of  late  gottin  knowledge 
that  funi  landis  ar  fallin  in  his  maieflies  hands,  which  ar  to  be  difponed 
to  fuch,  as  being  able  and  willing,  to  give  perfyte  affurance  for  dew  plan- 
tation, fall  mak  firfl  fute  for  the  fame,  and  find  befl  affiflance  of  freindis 
in  thair  petition.  I  haue  tane  occaCon  to  recommend  his  buffines  to  your 
fauour,  bothe  for  the  gudewill  I  owe  to  the  gentilman,  as  me  fpeciall  gude 
freind,  and  for  the  gude  of  his  maieflies  feruice,  whom  it  greatlie  con- 
cernis,  that  lands  vaicand  in  that  cuntrie,  be  gifted  to  fuch  as  ar  weill 
affedled  to  the  ciuilitie  and  quyetnes  of  the  kingdome,  and  be  thair  refi- 
dence  may  bothe  flay  troubles,  and  aduance  policie  and  gude  ordour. 
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So,  hoping,  that,  accordinj  to  your  accuftumed  kyndnes,  yow  will  inter- 
pone  your  paynes  and  credit  for  furtherance  of  this  gentilmans  laufuU 
buflines,  I  committ  you  to  God,  and  reft 

Your  moft  affe6lionat  and  obedient  freind, 

Binning. 

Barnbougall,  penult  September  [1614?] 


My  feruand,  Dauid  Hamilton,  and  the  tutour  of  Bointoun,  my  freind, 
ar  to  accumpanie  the  laird  of  Glengarnok,  becaus  thay  ar  to  haue  por- 
tions of  the  land,  if  he  prevaile  in  his  fute,  which  bindis  me  alfo  to  be 
the  more  earnift  in  my  requeaft  for  thair  intereft. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John 
Murray  of  Lochmaben,  one  of 
his  Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at 
Court. 


-THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  AND  LORD  SECRETARY  TO 
KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

In  refpe6l  of  the  fcairftie  of  perfonis  of  rank  and  qualitie,  to 
difcharge  the  office  of  fchireffhip,  within  thefe  fchirefdomes,  quhairof,  the 
nominatioun  and  ele6tioun  of  the  fchireff,  is  in  youre  maiefteis  handis,  we 
half  heirwith  fend  vnto  youre  maieftie  three  perfonis,  in  lyte,  for  euery 
one  of  thefe  fchirefdomes,  to  the  effe6l  youre  maieftie  may  mak  choice 
of  one  for  euerie  fchirefdome,  quhome  youre  maieftie  wilbe  plealit  to 
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prefer  to  thefe  officeis  for  the  yeir  to  come;  and  vpoun  the  returne  and 
lignificatiovui  of  youre  maiefteis  will  and  pleafour  (hairanent,  we  fall  caus 
thair  commiirionis  be  exped  vnto  thame :  And  fo,  praying  God  to  blifle 
youre  maieflie  with  all  happynes  and  contentment,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouri:?, 

Al.  Cancell^. 
Binning. 

Edinburgh,  the  laft  of  September  [1G14?] 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CVI.—BISHOP  OF  GLASGOW  AND  LORD  BINNING   TO  KING   JAMES  VL 

Most  Sacred  and  Gratiouse  Soueeaigne, 

The  expe6lations  we  had  to  haif  wrocht  fum  agrement  betwen 
the  lord  of  regifter  and  fir  John  Skein,  movit  ws  to  differ  the  report  of 
our  trauellis  in  that  bufines  vnto  this  tym.  According  as  your  maieftie 
was  plefit  to  dire6l  ws,  that  we  fuld  trauel  to  haif  Maifter  Alexander 
Sken  refavit  in  the  office  of  homings,  or  then  caufe  fum  fatiffa(5lioun  be 
gefin  him  be  the  clerk  of  regifter,  we  vrgit  that  firft,  and  hafing  reflavit  his 
anfwcr  twiching  the  office,  that  he  culd  not  difpone  it  for  dyverfe  reafons, 
we  cam  to  the  fecond,  anent  fatiffadlioun.  The  clerk  of  regifter  offerit  to 
fubmit  him  felf  to  ws  two,  in  that  point;  onlyexcufit  that  he  culd  not  fubmit 
with  Alexander  Skein,  as  ane  with  quhom  he  had  no  thinge  to  do,  but 
with  his  father  or  brother,  that  had  tlie  office  before,  he  wes  willing. 
We  bothe  thocht  that  none  of  tham  fuld  differ  vpon  that  point  to  agre, 
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for  if  he  gaif  fatiffadtioun,  it  wes  al  one  to  him  quho  fuld  refaif  it,  if  he 
fuld  be  difchargit  be  tham  al.  But  he  anfwerit,  that  he  had  fignefeit  his 
mynd  to  your  maieftie  in  thofe  termis,  quhiche  he  culd  not  alter  without 
your  maieflies  commandement.  On  the  other  fyd,  we  fand  tham  no  way 
inclynit  to  refaif  fatiffa6lioun,  becaufe  the  burthen  lay  vpon  Maifter 
Alexander,  be  thair  privat  bargain  amongeft  tham  felfis,  to  mak  payment 
to  his  father  out  of  the  office,  yeirly,  of  the  fowm  of  ane  thowfand  merkis 
Scottis,  quhiche  thai  knew  the  fatiffa6lioun  that  wold  be  modifeit  fuld 
never  extend  to.  And  fo,  findinge  thefe  difficulties,  we  haif  left  the  buli- 
nes  and  tham  to  do  as  thai  may  befl.  Since  this  is  the  true  account  of 
our  procedings  in  that  mater,  qhairin,  as  in  al  things,  we  fal  ever  be  care- 
ful at  our  poffibilities  to  ferve  as  your  maieflie  fal  pleife  to  command  ws, 
praying  Almychtie  God  to  bliffe  your  maieftie  with  al  happines,  and 
many  yeirs,  we  humbly  kifle  your  maiefties  hands. 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedient  fervants, 

Glasgow. 
Binning. 

Edinburgh,  laft  of  September. 

To  his  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


CVII— THE  EARL  OF  CAITHNESS  TO  LORD  BINNING. 

My  verrie  Speciall  Good  Lord, 

In  refpe6l  your  letter  daitit  from  Edinburgh,  the  fyfte  of  Sep- 
tember, and  come  in  my  hands  the  fourteint  of  this  inftante,  declaring 
your  lordfliip's  diligence  for  expeding  of  all  neceffars  for  this  feruice, 
quhich  I  haif  more  nor  neid  for,  daylie  I,  and  aft  that  is  heir  with  me,  lies 
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bote  feruice  with  tliir  moll  bluidie  and  barbarous  rebeles  and  traitours; 
thay  haue  killctl  four,  and  the  lad  is  ane  Willeam  Iruino,  ane  Orknay 
gentleman,  one  quho,  fince  his  deathe,  I  haue  hard  was  ane  moyenour, 
and  ane  greit  freind  to  the  traitouris.  God  is  juft  in  his  judgementes,  for 
amongs  ws  all  Handing  by  him,  he  is  fchote  dead  vpoune  the  nyntente 
of  this  moneth  at  twa  houres  in  the  efternone;  ane  cuntrieman  of  myne 
fchott  throughe  the  arme,  and  ane  fouldiert  fchott  behind,  beneth  the 
bak,  and  one  flaine  in  the  caftell.  All  this  is  done  this  lad  dayis  Ikir- 
niifche  (thair  is  not  one  day  that  I  am  idle,  except  the  fabothe.)  My 
lord,  I  will  affiire  your  lordfliip,  thay  ar  moil  defperat  and  cruell  tra- 
tours,  and  is  ane  verrie  ftrong  hould,  and  nothing  can  do  to  thame  except 
the  cannone.  Quhair  your  lordfliip  hes  fett  doune  in  your  letter  of  his 
maieilies  advyfe,  that  I  fould  be  fpairing  to  grant  pardone  to  notorious 
robelles  and  malefa6loures ;  my  lord,  God  forbid,  that  I  fould  tak  vpoune 
me  to  grante  ony  pardone  to  ony,  quho  hes  fo  heighlie  offendit  his  facred 
majeftie:  befoir  his  majeftie  wer  not  repairit  to  his  honour,  be  all  the 
lyffes  of  thir  bluidie  tratoures,  that  is  within  this  diuilifch  caftle,  I  rather 
be  buried  heir,  for,  my  lord,  I  will  be  plane  withe  your  lordlhip  as  to 
ane  faitlifull  counfellour  to  his  maieftie,  I  find  none  hot  the  name  of  Sin- 
clar,  in  all  this  land,  hot  hes  bene  in  counfell  of  this  rebellioune,  or  eles 
airt  and  pairt ;  for  thair  is  ane  band  fubfcryuit  be  feuin  hundred  of  this 
cuntrie  people,  to  Robert  Stewarte  and  Patrik  Halcro,  to  die  and  leiue 
with  thame.  This  rebellioune  was  devyfit  in  Edinburgh  caflell,  in  winter 
laft,  and  giue  God  grant  me  that  gud  fortune  to  get  on  lyue  Robert 
Stewart  or  Patrik  Halcro,  his  maieftie  will  hear  of  good  fporte.  I  haue 
Andro  Marline,  quhome  I  mynd  quhen  I  find  occafioune,  be  fca,  to  fend 
him  to  be  examined  be  your  lordfliips  of  his  majefties  moft  honourable 
priuie  counfell.  I  haue  caufit  him  fubfcryue  his  awin  depofitioune,  vpoune 
the  quhilk  your  lordfliip  will  get  mater  eneuche  to  gar  him  fpeak  Scottis, 
giue  he  lyk  to  blot  his  maifter  to  be  the  bounder  out  of  his  fone,  to  do 
all  that  he  hes  done.  I  can  not,  nor  may  not,  ftop  the  inhabitantes  of  this 
toune  from  fpeiking  with  the  traitoures,  geuing  of  thame  meit  and  drink, 
making  thame  aduertiflfit  quhat  I  am  doing,  and  making  daylie  and 
nightlie  advertifmentes  of  all  that  thay  can  aither  heir  or  fle.     I  will  in- 
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treat  your  lordfliip  to  mak  me  advertifit,  with  diligence,  of  the  counfels 
mynd,  quhat  I  fall  do  to  thame,  both  men  and  wemen.  I  haue  takin 
nyne  or  ten  men  of  Birfay,  quho  was  with  Robert,  and  was  platters  with 
him  in  this  rebellioune,  and  fpeciall  keipares  of  the  hous  of  Birfay, 
quhom  I  mynd  to  put  to  ane  affyfe,  and,  giue  thay  be  conui6l,  to  hang 
thame  for  ane  exemple  to  vthers.  My  lord,  this  feruice  is  not  lyk  to 
haue  fo  haiftie  ane  end  as  I  would.  Your  lordlliip  knawis  my  commif- 
fioune  grantit  to  me  is  no  longer  then  two  moneth,  of  the  quhilkis  thair 
is  fyue  weiks  and  more  outgone;  and  giue  it  will  pleas  your  lordiliips,  of 
his  maieflies  priuie  counfell,  hould  me  heir  till  it  pleas  God  that  I  put 
ane  finall  end  to  this  mifchante  rebellioune,  I  would  haue  ane  new  com- 
miffioune,  with  all  priuilege  neidfull,  to  the  feruice  be  endit;  for  L  pro- 
ted  to  God  I  neuir,  nor  nevir  fall,  cum  to  ane  cuntrie  that  may  be  com- 
pairit  in  falfett  to  this  cuntrie  people.  1  vfe  thame  both  with  lenitie  and 
fair  formes,  as  the  bifchope  will  informe  your  lordfliip;  and,  for  all  that 
I  can  do,  thay  haue  thair  fecret  moyen  and  traffecke  with  the  traitores; 
and  as  for  Maifter  Johne  Finlafoune,  thair  is  no  remaneing  heir  to  him, 
giue  I  wer  once  cute  of  this  cuntrie,  for  man,  wyffe,  and  bairne,  baits 
him  to  the  deathe:  Thay  haue  minted  twyfe  to  kill  him  fince  his  comeing 
heir  with  me,  war  not  I.  Bot  now  feing,  thay  fie  me  to  tak  plaine  pairte  with 
him,  thay  ar  begune  to  bohauld  him.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  letter, 
I  haue  flayit  to  wryte  to  your  lordfliip,  hoping  evir  vpoune  better  news. 
The  bark  and  poift  came  heir  the  twentie  twa,  or  twentie  thrie,  with  all 
prouiflioune  neceflar  for  the  feruice;  and,  efter  thair  arryvall,  I  fent  to 
thame  in  the  cafl;ell,  if  they  wold  cum  out  and  put  thamefelffs  in  his 
maieflies  will,  fimpliciter,  I  wakl  lett  thame  cum  out.  The  penult  of  this 
infl:ante,  it  hes  pleafit  God,  of  his  mercie,  to  end  this  feruice  in  my  hands: 
The  houfe  is  myne,  Robert  in  my  hands,  and  all  cumed  to  me  except 
Patrik  Halcro,  quhome  as  yit  I  haue  not  fein.  All  is  cumd  to  his 
maiefties  honour,  praifit  be  God.  I  haue  fex  flaine  to  me,  many  hurte; 
the  fouldier  I  wraite  was  hurte  is  dead.  I  wiU  afTure  your  lordfliip,  it  is 
one  of  the  fl;rongeil  liouflis  in  Breitane,  for  I  will  bring  with  me  to  your 
lordfliip,  cannone  billets,  both  brokkin  lyk  goulfe  bales  vpoune  the  cafl;el- 
let,  and  clovin  in  twa  halffis.     I  could  nut  till  now  enter  with  extremitie, 
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with  the  followars  of  Robert,  till  I  was  maifler  of  the  houfe,  for  fear  of 
making  more  adoe,  feing  the  houfe  was  fo  llrong ;  hot  now  I  fall  not  be 
flaw  to  puneifcli  feueirlie,  to  niak  exeniple  to  vthers  to  play  the  lyk.  Pre- 
fentlie,  I  am  going  to  drink  his  maiefties  good  liealthe  vpoune  the  caflell 
heid.  Mr  Johne  Finlafoune  would  haue  the  caflle  in  keiping ;  bot  I  will 
not,  till  I  hear  from  his  maieftie  and  your  lordfliip,  feing  it  hes  code  his 
maieflie  fo  deare,  and  I  and  myne  tlie  dangeour  of  our  lyfTes.  I  will  not 
giue  it  him,  quho  fo  beafllie  gaiue  it  ouer  for  four  fchote  of  mufcate ; 
always  quhat  your  lordfhips  of  his  maiefties  priuie  counfell  will  command 
me,  vpone  your  advertifment,  I  will  follow,  and  geiue  the  houfe  to  quhome 
your  lordflaips  pleafis.  I  am  to  expeid  the  bark  and  pinnage  to  your 
lordfhip,  with  all  diligence,  and  this  day  to  difcharge  the  capitane,  offi- 
cers, and  fouldiers,  the  laft  of  this  moneth.  My  lord,  by  your  lordfliips 
o-ood  caire  of  me,  it  hes  pleafit  his  maieftie  to  graunte  me  ane  remiflioune, 
and  to  honour  me  of  that  I  am  vnworthie,  to  prefer  me  to  be  one  of  his 
maiefties  moft  honourable  priuie  counfell.  I  can  not  fay  no  more;  bot 
this  much  I  fall  preife  to  my  deathe,  to  ftryue  with  invye  for  loyaltie  and 
obedience ;  and  hopes  in  my  Saviour,  to  do  his  maieftie  more  better  feruice 
nor  this,  or  then  to  die ;  for,  I  proteft  to  God,  I  craue  no  grittar  honour 
in  this  earthe,  then  by  my  death  in  his  maiefties  feruice,  my  treuth  and 
loyaltie  may  be  knawin  at  my  end.  As  to  your  lordfliips  manifold  good 
will  and  pruiffes,  I  haue  euir  had  of  your  lordfliips  fauour  vnmeritit  be  me, 
your  lordftiip  fall  haue  this  afllirance  of  me,  I  fall  euir  be  your  lordfliips, 
and  ye  fall  neuir  fpeak  or  do  any  thing  to  me,  bot  as  ane  trew  and  faith- 
full  feruand  to  his  maieftie,  and  one  that  fall  euir  preafe,  fo  far  as  lyis  in 
me,  to  be  anfuerable  to  his  maiefties  lawis.  Thus  craning  your  lordfliips 
pardone,  that  I  am  fo  longfum,  I  moft  humblie  tak  my  leiue,  committing 
your  lordfliip  to  the  tuitioune  of  the  Alniyghtie,  and  I  fall  euir  reft  and 
remaine 

Your  Lordfliips  euir  bund  to  feme  your  Lordfliip, 

Caithnes. 
At  Kirkwall  Caftell,  the  lafte  of 
September  1614. 
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Quhat  cair,  and  quhat  pains,  and  haifard,  I  haue  beine  in,  fnice  my 
comeing  heir,  I  will  remitt  to  vthers  to  declair.  Bot  befoir  it  had  not 
proceidit  as  it  hath  done,  I  rather  I  had  bene  buried  heir.  I  affnre  your 
lordlhip,  the  cannonar  hes  don  his  dewtie  in  this  feruice. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 


'  Copie  of  the  erle  of  Cathnes  letter 
to  the  Secretar. 

"Reffaued  10  Oft.  [1614?]" 


CVIII.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Sen  the  aduerteifraent  laitlie  fend  vnto  your  maieflie,  anent 
the  affairis  of  11a,  with  the  copie  of  the  letter  fend  vnto  ws,  frome  the 
bifchop  of  the  Illis,  whairin  he  comm[ands]  fome  credite  and  trufte  to 
Bryce  Seniple,  berair  of  his  lettre;  we  convenit  and  mett  the  day,  with 
fuch  otheris  of  your  maiefteis  counfell,  as  in  this  vacant  tyme  could  be 
had ;  and  at  lenthe  hard  the  gentilraan  vpoun  that  credite  and  trufte  con- 
credite  vnto  him,  who  reportis  vnto  ws,  that  the  conditioun  craued  be  the 
rebellis,  is,  that  thay  may  haif  ane  nynetene  yeir  tak  of  Ila,  maid  be 
your  maieftie  to  the  bifchop  in  thair  fauouris,  for  the  yeirlie  pavment  of 
aucht  thowfand  merkis;  and  thay  offer  to  find  cautiou[n  to  the]  bifchop 
for  the  thankfull  payment  of  the  faid  fowme.  This  being  a  mater  tuitche- 
ing  your  maiellie  fo  neirlie,  in  honnour,  and  whairof  the  preparative,  is  fo 
pernitious  and  dangerous  in  confequence  and  example,  we  wald  nouther 
allow  nor  refufe  the  fame,  bot  hes  referved  the  fame  to  your  maiefties  awne 
princelie  confideratioun.  We  haif  had  fome  conference  with  the  laird  of 
Cadell,  how  this  rebellioun  may  be  fuppreft,  yf  fo  it  fall  pleis  your  maieftie 
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to  follow  oute  that  courfe;  and  we  did  lay  to  his  charge,  yf  he  wald  vndir- 
tak  ony  burdyne  thairin.  At  the  fiifl  he  learned  to  propone  feme  impe- 
dimentis,  as,  namelie,  the  mifcontentment,  vviche  perhaps  Ibme  noblemen 
wald  apprehend,  yf  he  wer  preferrit  in  that  feruice  to  thame,  thay  being 
more  able  to  profequute  the  fame,  in  fuch  fubflantious  maner  as  is  requi- 
fite,  nor  he;  and  nixt  the  dangeirs  whairin  the  bifchoppis  pledgeis  wald 
be,  yf  ony  fuche  hoftile  courfe  wer  followit  oute  aganis  the  rebellis;  and, 
in  end,  he  is  come  to  this,  that  yf  it  fall  pleis  your  facred  maieftie,  to  lav 
on  fuche  burdyne  vpoun  him,  he,  to  tcflifie  his  goode  affe6lioun  to  [your] 
maiellies  feruice,  will  willinglie  vndirtak  the  fame,  he  being  onlie  furneill 
with  feme  cannonis,  and  with  twa  cannonaris,  and  other  twa  expert  men, 
for  battering  of  houfles;  and  that  he  fall  mak  a  fufficient  pouer  and  force 
of  his  awne  for  profequuting  of  the  feruice,  and  who  falbe  able  to  com- 
mand the  haill  He,  except  the  caflell;  and  that  he  fall  do  his  bell  ende- 
voiris  to  recouer  the  caflell.  Bot  yf  the  feruice  falbe  of  ony  lang  con- 
tinewance,  by  balding  oute  of  the  caflell,  and  fo  fall  require  the  abyding 
of  his  forceis  a  lang  fpace  togidder,  in  this  poynte  he  prctendis  fome 
difRcultyis,  as  yf  the  feruice  mull  be  followit  oute  be  your  maieftie.  This 
being  the  effedl  of  oure  conference  with  him,  we  do  humelie  prefent  the 
fame  to  your  maiefties  princelie  confideratioun :  And  fo,  praying  God,  lang 
to  preferve  your  maieftie  in  lielthe  and  felicitie,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubieclis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.         Binning.         W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  the  firft  of  Odober  1614. 
To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent  Maieftie. 


CIX — EXTRACT  FROM  NOTE  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  PROCEEDINGS. 

[5th  October  1614.] 

DiRECTiouN  is  geven  to  the  Captane  of  the  Guarde,  to  fend  tuelf  of  his 
company  to  Dunbartane,  and  to  bring  frome  thence  to  this  burghe,  the 
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Earle  of  Orknay;  and  dire6lion  is  geven  to  the  fliiref  of  Dunbartane  to 
affifl  the  convoy  of  the  Earle  frome  Dunbartane  to  the  Falkirk,  where 
the  fliireff  of  Linlithgow  is  to  reffaue  him,  and  to  mak  his  convoy  frome 
thence  to  this  burghe. 

There  wes  a  petition  geven  in  to  the  counfell  in  name  of  Sir  George 
Hammiltoun,  proporting  that  the  beeng  takkifman  of  Yla,  and  obiithed 
to  his  maieftie  in  a  certaine  yeerlie  duetie  for  the  fame;  and  beeing 
lykwyfe  burdened  with  the  payment  of  his  maieflies  taxation  for  the  faid 
Yle,  that  now  the  tennentes  and  inhabitantes  of  that  Yle,  in  refpe6l  of 
the  prefent  rebellion  there,  hes  refuifed  other  to  mak  him  payment  of  his 
maiefties  duetyes,  or  yett  of  the  taxatioun ;  and  therefore  his  defyre  wes, 
that  he  might  haue  had  a  commiffion  to  go  there  with  a  force  of  his 
maiefties  fubie6lis  in  armes  for  vplifting  of  his  maiefties  dueties,  and  of 
the  taxation.  This  petition  beeng  hard  and  confidered,  the  counfell 
hes  forborne  to  grant  the  fame  whill  his  maiefties  will  and  pleafl"our  be 
knowne. 


ex bishop  of  orkney  to  lord  binning. 

Right  Honourable  my  verexe  Good  Lord, 

It  was  nather  of  cairelefnes,  negligence,  nor  obliuioune,  that  my 
lord  and  I  did  not  wryte  fo  frequentlie;  hot  our  inftante  cair  and  dili- 
gence to  bring  the  feruice  to  fum  happie  end,  did  hauld  ws  from  wryting, 
till  we  did  fie  the  expe6lit  fruit  of  labours,  which  we  knew  wald  not  be 
vnpleafing  to  his  maieftie  and  your  honouris.  1  hoip  my  letters  with  the 
laft  poift,  James  Gairdner  and  Robert  Winrame,  relatiue  to  the  former, 
fall  prevent  thir,  and  geiue  fatiffadlioune  to  your  lordfliip,  in  all  anent 
the  ending  of  this  adlioune,  quhairin  thair  is  nothing  promefit  nor  done, 
quhilk  is  not  agreeable  to  his  maiefties  pleafour  and  your  lordfliips  defyre. 
Robert,  and  Patrik  Halcro  ar  tranfportit  this  day  to  be  keipit  in  Caftell 
Sinclar,  and  from  thence  to  be  exhibite  to  your  lordfliip.     The  reft  ar 
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koipit  priffoners  in  the  callle,  and  my  lord  and  I  (efter  that  Roberte,  and 
Patrik  Halcro  be  difpatehit  with  yung  May  and  ane  fuflicient  number  of 
hable  men  to  gaird  thame),  ar  prefentlie  going  to  examine  euirie  one; 
and  the  nixt  day,  God  willing,  thay  fall  fuffer  judgement  and  condigne 
puneifment.  The  winds,  hailes,  fnaws,  raines,  ar  fo  extraordinarie,  in 
thir  places,  that  all  had  bene  done  and  accomplifled  befoir  this  day,  giue 
it  had  bene  pollible.  Andro  Martine,  quho  was  fent  with  Robert  Win- 
rahame,  would  be  weil  examined  be  your  lordlhip.  I  hoipe  to  cum  by 
the  band  it  felf,  quhairof  I  fent  the  coppie  with  his  depofitiounes.  Thair 
is  one  Margaret  Buchane,  fpous  to  Simeone  Stewart,  and  now  adulteres 
to  Patrik  Halcro,  quho  lies  revealit  and  confeflit  to  me  more  then  any 
other.  If  your  lordthip  think,  that  hir  depofitiounes  or  prefence  falbe  ne- 
celfar,  dire6l  me,  and  it  fall  be  obeyit,  for  I  purpofe  to  put  hir  oute  of 
this  cuntrie,  for  hir  adulterie.  Anent  the  articles  fent  in  my  laft  letters 
to  your  lordfliip,  I  befeik  your  lordfliip,  advyfe  and  adverteis;  and  fince 
your  lordfliip  hes  gevin  me  aflurance  of  the  pafling  of  my  rightes,  (for 
the  quhilks  I  fall  euir  be  cairfull  to  expres  my  thankfulnes  in  all  dewtie 
and  feruice)  I  fall  be  difpofed  at  your  lordfliips  pleafour,  aither  to  come 
fouth  with  the  erle,  or  Hay  heir  a  litle  efter,  for  my  awin  buflines,  or  any 
feruice  fall  be  committit  or  commandit  to  me.  As  for  other  things,  your 
lordfliip  will  knaw  thame  be  my  letters  writtin  to  my  Lord  Thefaurar. 
So  praying  God  euir  to  favour,  profper  and  preferue  your  lordfliip,  I 
reft  your  lordfliips  awin  afllired  and  obliged  in  all  dewtie. 

Ja.  B.  of  Orcads. 

Kirkwall,  6  Oftober  1614. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  the  Bifchop  of  Orknays 
letter  to  me. 

"  ReflT.  15  061.  1G14." 
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CXI EARL  OF  CAITHNESS  TO  LORD  BINNING. 

My  most  speciall  Good  Lord, 

I  RESSAUiT  your  letter,  datit  at  Edinburgh  the  twentie,  and  cam 
in  my  hands  the  fourte  of  Odlober.  Befoir  the  refTett  of  your  lordlhips 
letter,  I  wrait  at  greit  lenth  of  the  haill  procedings  heir  and  of  the  end- 
ing of  this  feruice,  that  God  of  his  mercy  hes  maid  to  come  vther  ways 
nor  any  man  expedlit.  My  lord,  war  not  I  vfed  the  mater  fo  cannelie, 
and  maid  Patrik  Halcro  to  faill  thame,  that  was  thair  in  the  caflell,  it 
wald  haue  bene  ane  longfum  fsiidge  ;  for  I  protefl  to  God,  the  hous  hes 
neuir  bone  biggit  by  the  confente  of  the  diuill  ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  llrong- 
eft  houlds  in  Britane,  without  fellow.  I  lie  be  his  maiefties  letter,  dire6l 
vnto  your  lordfliips,  of  his  intentione  to  Robert  Stewart;  quhilk,  I  thank 
God,  I  haue  nather  faid  to  him  hot  this  ;  and  vpoune  that  conditioun  he 
cam  out  :  Quhilk  conditioune  was  in  this  forme,  gif  he  wald  come  furth 
and  put  himfelf  fnnpliciter  in  his  maiefties  will,  to  difpone  vpoune  him  at 
his  maiefties  pleafour,  I  fould  keip  and  preferue  [him?]  frome  euirie  dan- 
ger of  my  folks,  till  his  maiefties  pleafour  and  will  wer  knawin.  He  de- 
fyrit,  that  I  wald  promife  vpoune  my  honour,  to  preferue  him  till  I  brocht 
him  to  his  maieftie :  That  I  plainlie  refufit,  for,  I  faid  I  could  not  promeis 
that  my  felffe  might  haue  acces  to  his  maieftie,  without  the  fpeciall  li- 
cence of  the  lords  of  his  maiefties  moft  honourable  priuie  counfell.  To 
conclud,  he  plainlie  fubmittit  himfelf  to  his  maiefties  will ;  but  befoir  he 
did  this,  Patrik  Halcro  had  left  him,  and  faid  plainlie  to  him  in  the  caftle, 
he  wald  geive  it  ouer,  quhich  maid  him  come  out,  vpoune  the  foirfaids 
conditiones,  and  no  vtherways,  as  I  fall  anfweir  to  God.  Robert  Stew- 
art hes  na  farder  of  me,  for  I  fpak  with  him,  and  fmellit  that  he  wald 
neuir  geiv  over  that  hous  to  be  torterit,  and  to  be  compellit  to  reveill 
vpoune  his  father  to  be  his  wrak.  1  finding  this,  I  defyrit  gif  he  wald  let 
Patrik  Halcro  cum  oute  and  fpeik  with  me,  vpoune  that  fam  plaidge  that 
was  in  for  him;  he  plainlie  refufit :  I  feing  it  fo,  I  maid  me  to  be  weill 
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contpiitit  with  his  anfweir,  and  faid  I  wald  go  fordwart  with  the  feidge. 
He  pad  to  the  caftell,  and  in  his  companie,  I  pat  in  (ocret  woord  to  Pa- 
trik  Halcro,  to  fie  giue  the  morne  he  wald  cum  out  and  fpeik  with  me,  in 
the  kirk,  vpoune  plaidges;  quho  grantit,  and  cam  furth  to  me;  and  efter 
four  houres  conferens,  he  and  I,  hand  to  hand,  I  maid  him  to  yeild  that 
lie  wald  giue  it  ouer,  and  mak  the  hous  to  be  in  my  hands,  vpoun  condi- 
lioune  I  ibuld  promeife  him  his  iyffe,  quhilk  I  did.  Then  he  vvillit  me 
to  cans  ane  miniller  come  in  and  preiche  to  thame,  quhilk  he  fould 
meanis  that  the  reft  fould  be  contentit  to  heir,  and  fo  he  fould  mak  the 
mater  fo,  that  he  fould  be  out  of  fufpitione,  to  the  gritteft  pairte  of  thame 
war  out  of  the  caftell;  and  as  thay  cam  out  to  geiue  tham  fair  counte- 
nance: And  fo,  be  thir  meanis,  Patrik  Halcro  maid  the  hous  and  all  thofe 
that  war  thair  to  be  in  my  hands.  The  procedings  and  ceremonies  tuik 
mekle  of  aucht  dayes,  quhilk  was  the  occafioune  that  your  lordlhip  was 
fo  long  of  getting  word;  quhairfoir  I  craue  your  guid  lordfliip  to  haue 
me  appardonit.  Praifit  be  God,  albeit  the  word  hes  bene  long  of  come- 
ing,  it  is  good  quhen  it  comes.  I  luik  that  my  word  and  promeis  gevin  to 
Patrik  Halcro  fall  not  be  fullfillit :  bofoir  it  wer,  I  rather  be  in  my  graue.  As 
to  the  reft  I  haue  in  my  hands,  except  Robert  Stewart,  [they]  falbe  hanged 
within  twa  days  at  the  caftell  yett,  with  fundrie  vthers  of  the  cuntrie  men 
that  war  ring  leaders  to  Robert,  to  the  exemple  of  vthers.  The  number 
that  fall  hang,  that  was  in  the  caftell,  is  twelue.  I  haue  fent  Robert  Stew- 
art, and  Patrik  Halcro  to  Caftell  Sinclair,  to  be  fuirlie  keipit  thair,  till  I 
haue  done  all  that  your  lordibip  hes  gevin  me  commiflioun  for.  Now, 
fince  the  feruice  is  done,  I  haue  no  pleafour  to  byd  heir,  for  the  wedder 
is  both  euill  and  variant,  and  fo  is  the  people  ;  for  he  that  wold  revvle 
heir,  hes  both  neid  of  wit  and  mandheid,  and  manie  ears  and  eis.  Quhair 
your  lordfliip  willes  me  to  conforme  all  my  acSliounes  to  his  maiefties 
mynd,  I  hoipe  in  my  Sauiour,  neuir  to  do,  fay,  nor  think,  that  fall  be  of- 
fenfiue  to  his  maieftie.  Befoir  willinglie  I  did  any  thing  that  war  offen- 
fiue  to  his  maieftie,  I  rather  be  buried  quik.  As  to  this  peece  of  fmall 
feruice,  I  think  it  bot  ane  beginning  ;  bot  giue  his  maieftie  haue  ony  fer- 
uice of  griftar  importance,  I  houpe  ather  to  die  or  giue  his  maieftie,  ane 
grittar  pruiffe  of  my  affe6lioune  and  luife.     Thanking  your  guid  lordlhip 
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for  the  grit  cair  your  lordfliip  lies  had  that  I  fould  wante  nothing  that 
fould  furder  this  feruice  in  my  hands,  I  can  render  your  lordfliip  no  far- 
der  then  the  aflliirance  and  continewance  of  my  feruice,  as  I  fall  euir 
remaine 


Your  awin, 


Kirkwall,  7  06tober  I6l4. 
Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 


[Caithnes.] 


"  Copie  of  the  Erie  of  Caithnes 
letter  to  me. 


Reir.  15  06lober  I6l4." 


CXII.— ANDRO  MARTIN  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


My  Lord, 

Since  your  lordiliip  examined  me  fo  iickerlie  vpoune  my  intelli- 
crence  concerning  the  grund  of  the  rebellioune  begun  in  Orknay,  be 
Robert  Stewart  and  Patrik  Halcro,  and  gart  me  fwear  to  be  plaine,  your 
lordfliip  will  excufe  me  that  foryet  this:  Quhen  Robert  and  I  was  in  con- 
ference on  a  tyme,  he  faid  that  gif  his  father  had  bene  willing,  and  vfit 
the  counfell  of  vthers,  quhen  he  was  in  Edinburgh  Caflle,  he  might  haue 
cumd  away,  for  thair  was  men  anew  ofFerit  to  haue  cumd  or  fente  men 
with  him  to  Orknay;  but  he  would  not  cum  away,  becaus  he  durfte  not 
brek  waird.  I  fpeirit  how  many  he  might  haue  gottin  to  haue  cumed 
with  him?  He  anfuerit,  four  or  fyue  thowfand,  giue  he  had  plcafit ;  bot  he 
tauld  me  not  quhat  men  thay  war.  Of  this  I  thocht  good  to  niak  your 
lordfliip  advertifment,  for  faifetie  of  my  aithe;  and  hopes  that  your  lord- 
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fliip  will  interceid  for  me,  that  be  his  maieflies  clemencie,  I  may  be  re- 
mittit  for  being  with  Robert  in  companie  all  this  vnhappie  tyme  of  miferie, 
I  beand  aged  and  depauperat,  able  to  die  be  hangar,  giue  I  had  not  got- 
tin  helpe  be  him  in  meit  and  drink  ;  bot  I  nevir  buire  airmes,  maid  muf- 
ters,  nor  watched  againft,  his  maieflies  lieuetennent,  efter  I  hard  of  his 
purpoife.  This  I  referre  to  your  lordfliips  gud  difcretioune  ;  and  gif  ony 
vther  tilings  fall  cum  to  my  memorie  quhilkis  ar  omittit  at  the  prefent,  I 
fall  aquent  your  lordfliip  thairwith.  He  faid  alfo,  that  quhen  thay  fpak 
with  Sir  James  Conneill,  that  Sir  James  wiffit  himfelfle  to  be  at  hame, 
and  the  Erie  of  Orknay  to  haue  bein  in  Orknay,  to  do  for  thame- 
felues ;  the  ane  in  the  weft,  and  the  vther  in  the  northe.  So,  confeid- 
ing  in  his  maiefties  clemencie  and  your  lordfliips  affedlioun  toward  me, 
I  reft. 

Edinburgh,  in  waird,  the  tent 
of  OClober  1614. 


Indorfed  bv  Lord  Binning  : 


"  Copie  of  Andro  Martins  letter 
to  the  Secretar. 

"  10  06lober." 


CXIII.—ARTICLES  SENT  BY  THE  EARL  OF  CAITHNESS  TO  THE  LORD 
SECRETARY  BINNING. 


1-.  Pleas  your  honorabill  lordfliip  to  refolue  and  diredl,  quhat  fall  be 
done  with  the  caftel,  which  is  now  in  my  cuftodie,  wh vther  it  fall  be  re- 
pairit  or  demolyflied. 

2  A 
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Thocht  it  be  ane  ornament  for  the  towne  of  Kirkwall,  and  may  be 
efleemed  ane  place  of  refuge  and  fecuritie  for  the  holl  cuntrie  in  tyme  of 
forrane  invafions,  if  any  fould  happin  to  be ;  yitt  fince  it  is  nather  necef- 
far  for  any  ordinarie  feruice  of  his  maieflie,  nor  ane  hous  fitt  for  the  ha- 
bitatioun  of  his  maiellies  ofRciars,  and  may  be  mor  eafilie  taken  be  forren 
foes,  in  cais  they  fould  inveid,  then  recouered  agane  from  them,  I  remitt 
it  to  your  lordlhips  wifdome  to  confider  what  falbe  done  with  it. 

2.  Pleas  your  lordlhip  to  giue  fome  diredluoun  for  government  of  their 
people.  The  prefent  officer,  the  Iherriff  deput,  is  hated  to  the  death, 
be  all  fortis  of  men,  is  of  no  fufRcient  qualities  for  fuch  a  place  and  office, 
and  by  his  former  evill  demanor,  is  fo  contemned  of  the  bafeft,  that  he 
fall  neuere,  by  all  apparence,  recouer  credit,  authoritie,  and  regaird  hier ; 
vea,  iff  he  remane  hier  efter  me,  he  is  in  danger  of  his  lyff,  and  fome  new 
broyll  may  arryfs. 

3.  Thocht  ther  be  great  fpoyl  and  lofle  of  horfe,  cattell,  fcheip,  boatis, 
and  now  of  armour,  which  belonged  to  his  maieflie,  your  lordfhip  wol  be 
plefed  to  giue  diredlioun  quhat  falbe  done  with  that  which  remains,  and 
may  be  recouered  from  vnjufl  deteiners,  that  his  maieflie  be  not  de- 
frauded and  hurt. 

4.  For  Birfay,  which  was  the  place  whence  thes  trubles  did  fpring,  your 
lordfhip  maybe  pleafed  to  confider,  whither  it  falbe  demoliflched,  or  keiped 
with  fome  allowance,  and  be  whome. 

5.  The  ordinance,  which  is  in  the  caflell  and  yeardis,  in  number,  8  of 
brafe,  and  fax  of  irone,  falbe,  God  willing,  tranfported  vpone  the  fchippis, 
with  all  the  armour  which  can  be  had. 

6.  Robert  and  Patrick  Halcro  falbe  keiped  and  brocht  with  myfelf. 

Caithnes. 
Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  the  articles  lent  be  the 
Erie  of  Caithnes  to  the  Secre- 
tar,  to  be  refolued  be  the  Coun- 
fall. 
"  Refaued  10  Odlober  1614." 
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CXIV.—KING  JAMES  VI.  TO  LORD  BINNING. 

James  R. 

Right  trufty  and  right  welbeloued  counfellour,  wee  greete  yow 
well  :  Whereas  wee  have  deliuered  to  Archebald  Campbell,  figned  with 
oiire  hand,  ane  oppen  and  patent  warrant,  direcSl  to  oure  counfell  there, 
commanding  them  to  give  prel'ent  order  to  putt  in  execution  the  dome 
and  fentence,  in  manner,  forme,  and  effe6t,  as  the  fame  wes  pronunced 
againft  Sir  James  Makoneill,  knight  (now  oure  prifoner  in  Edinburgh), 
bv  oure  Juflice  and  his  deputies,  at  the  tyme  of  his  araignement  and  con- 
uiclion  of  the  trefonable  crimes  conteaned  in  the  dittay  and  procefTe 
therevpon  led  againfl  him  ;  notwithflanding,  forafmuch  as  it  is  not  oure 
meaning  that  the  fame  (liould  be  fo  fummarlie  performed :  Thefe  are, 
therfor,  to  will  yow,  in  oure  name,  to  require  oure  counfell,  whenfoever 
the  faid  warrant  flialbe  deliuered  vnto  them,  to  furceafe  and  delay  the 
execution  thereof,  till,  aduortifeing  vs  of  the  fame,  they  llialbe  certified 
of  oure  further  pleafure ;  and,  yf  it  be  requefite,  yow  fliall  produce  before 
them  thefe  prefents,  wiche  flialbe  to  yow  and  them,  in  that  behalf,  a  war- 
rant and  difcharge  futRcient.  And  fo  wee  bid  yow  farewell.  From  our 
Courte  at  Roiflon,  the  17th  of  06lober  1614. 

To  oure  right  trufly  and  welbeloued  coun- 
fellor,  the  lord  Binning,  oure  Secretarie 
of  our  kingdome  of  Scotland. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 


Vnder  his  Majeftys  Seal. 


"  RefT.  25  Oaober,  1614. 
"  His  Maieftie,  anent  the  (lay  of  the 
execution  of  the  fentence  of  death 
aganis  Sir  James  Makoneill,  whill 
his  Maieflies  farder  pleafour  be 
knowne." 
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CXV NOTE  OF  THE  CONFERENCE  HAD  BE  THE  SECRETARE  AND 

ADUOCAT  WITH  THE  EKLE  OF  ORKNAY, 
October  22,  1614. 


My  lord  aduocat  and  I  repaired  to  the  caftell  of  Edinburgh,  to 
the  erle  of  Orknay,  and  declaired  to  him  that  we  had  commandement 
from  his  maieftie,  to  examine  him  vpon  the  caufes  of  the  rebelhon  of 
Orknay.  He  declaired,  that  he  wes  innocent,  and  ignorant  thairof ;  that 
Sir  James  Stewart  came  to  the  caftell  of  Edinburgh  to  him,  and  fchew 
that  his  fone  Robert  wes  gone  to  Orknay,  whoes  actions  thair,  might  breid 
offence  to  his  maieftie,  and  danger  to  the  erle:  Who  anfuered,  that  want 
of  meanes  had  forced  Robert  to  gang  thair,  to  vplift  fum  reftis  of  tlie 
tennantis  dewiies  auchtand  to  the  erle,  to  help  to  fupplie  the  erles  wantis 
and  his  owne ;  that,  fince  it  wes  evill  tane,  he  wald  wryte  to  Robert  that 
he  might  retire  furth  of  Orknay,  defyring,  that  Sir  James  wald  caufe  con- 
voy his  letter  to  his  fone,  and  command  his  doars  to  giue  ouerfight  to 
Robert,  to  tranfport  him  felf  to  Caithnes;  that  he  neuer  wrait  any  vther 
letter  to  Robert  fince  he  went  to  Orknay. 

It  being  replyed  be  ws,  that  efter  Robert  had  tane  Birfa,  and  dif- 
obeyed  the  chairge  vfed  be  the  fliiref  depute  to  rander  that  houfe,  vnder 
the  payne  of  treafon,  he  had  writtin  to  the  erle;  who,  having  reflaued  his 
letter  from  Duncane  Mitchell,  poift,  he  had  writtin  bak  to  him  with  the 
faid  poift :  He  denyed  the  wryting  of  any  fuch  letter  to  his  fone;  and  when 
he  faw  his  feruand,  John  Schairp,  of  mynd  to  wryte  to  Robert  with  that 
poift,  he  had  difchairged  him  to  wryte ;  and  that  Schairp  had  defyred 
him  not  to  find  fault,  that  he  might  fend  his  owne  privat  letter,  anfuering 
to  that  which  he  had  refl^aued  from  Robert ;  bot  that  nather  Schairp  nor 
Mitchell,  being  broght  to  his  prefence,  wald  fay  any  thing  to  the  contrarie 
of  this  his  declaration :  Which  is  the  fubftance  of  all  that  he  wald  fay  to 
ws  in  that  poynt;  adding,  that  no  thing  proceiding  from  him  had  occa- 
fioned  the  rebellion;  bot  that  the  extreame  rigour,  vfed  be  Maifter  John 
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Finlafon  to  the  cuntrie  people,  and  the  wrong  intended  be  Maifter  John 
to  the  cuntriemen,  who,  with  great  hafard  of  thair  lyves,  had  forced  the 
pirates,  and  tane  thame  and  thair  fchip,  had  difpofed  thame  to  rebellion ; 
and  that  thay  had  perfuaded  Robert  to  anift  thame  aganis  Maifter  John 
Finlafon,  and  to  be  head  to  thame  in  thair  interpryfes. 

Being  demanded,  what  condicion  he  had  maid  to  Patrik  Halcro  for  his 
jovning  in  this  rebellion?  Denyed  that  he  knew  him  familiarlie,  or  eiier 
had  to  do  with  him;  and  that  no  thing  had  moved  Halcro  to  mell  in  thefe 
turnis,  bot  his  great  affedlion  borne  to  Robert,  his  fone.  Farder,  we 
could  not  induce  him  to  grant,  in  any  circumftance,  of  the  proceidings  of 
his  fone  in  his  rebellion.  We  declaired  to  him,  that  what  he  concealed 
of  the  cairiage  of  this  interpryfe  wald  be  dete6led  be  his  fone  Robert, 
John  Schairp,  and  Mitchell,  who  wer  all  in  hands;  he  anfuered,  that  he 
wes  confident  that  thay  could  fay  no  farder  nor  he  had  declaired  to  ws. 

[22d  Oelober  1614.] 

Indorfed  bv  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Note  of  the  Conference  had 
be  the  Secretare  and  Aduocat 
with  the  erle  of  Orknav." 


cxvi lord  binning  to  john  murray- 

Sir, 

This  gentilmans  affaires  preaffing  him  to  tak  journay  to  court, 
and  wanting  the  helpis  and  hopes  of  his  wounted  addrefle,  he  hes  de- 
fyred  me  to  interpone  my  requeaft  for  your  fauour  to  him,  in  his  honeft 
adoes.  He  is  not  to  mak  fute  for  any  vther  mans  preiudice,  nor  to  im- 
portune his  maieftie  with  petitions,  bot  to  rander  accompt  of  his  feruice, 
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and  mak  anfueir  for  him  felf,  iiicaice  reportis  haue  bene  maid  to  his  dif- 
aduantage.  Your  help  to  his  accefle,  and  his  maieflies  gracious  heiring, 
will  be  his  cheif  defyre,  vnles  vnexpedled  occafions  furneis  him  buffines. 
And  becaus  I  am  bund  to  him  in  all  the  dewties  of  freindfchip,  and  am 
affured  that  he  will  be  honed  and  thankfuU  to  thefe,  who,  be  thair  kyndnes, 
fall  obleis  him,  I  am  the  more  bold  earniftlie  to  recommend  him  to  your 
fauour.  If  any  to  whom  yow  ar  formerlie,  or  more  neirlie  bund,  haue 
interefl  in  any  mater  that  may  concerne  him,  your  power  wil  be  als  great 
ouer  him  as  thame,  for  removing  fuch  controuerlies,  be  your  difcretion. 
So,  hoping  that  this  my  requeaft,  and  the  bearers  wourth  and  fufficiencie 
will  procure  him  your  fauour  and  help,  and  to  yow  his  faithfull  and  con- 
ftant  thankfulnes,  I  conmiit  yow  to  God,  and  reft 

Your  moft  loving  freind,  obleifled  to  obey  yow, 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  4  December  [1614?] 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John  Murray 
of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his  Maieilies 
Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


CXVII LORD  BINNING  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 

Sir, 

Be  my  laft  letter  I  promeifed  to  let  yow  know  how  I  fould  pro- 
ceid  with  my  Lord  of  Scone,  and  the  Bifchop  of  Galloway.  I  haue  fpoken 
with  thame  at  lenth.  My  Lord  of  Scones  proiedl  is,  that  yow  may  ob- 
teane  ane  few  from  his  maieftie  of  the  Lowmonds,  vpon  ane  eafie  dewtie, 
fince  thay  haue  not  bene  of  his  maiefties  rentall,  whairof  he  hes  pro- 
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ineifed  to  let  me  haue  the  ouveiture  in  writ ;  efter  confideration  whairof, 
I  fall  let  vow  know  what  I  can  vnderlland  of  the  furetie  or  commoditie 
thairof.  The  Bifchop  of  Galloway  and  John  Gib  ar  both  in  this  towne, 
perfyting  thair  fecurities;  which  being  ended,  the  fundations  and  regifter 
of  the  Chapell  royall  will  be  deliuered  to  my  Lord  of  Galloway,  who  hes 
promeifed  to  mak  yow  all  the  furetie  he  can,  of  any  thing  being  in  his 
power.  I  fchcw  to  him  how  yow  wer  vfed  be  my  Lord  of  Garlies.  He 
fayd,  that  he  knew  and  difallowcd  findrie  of  his  formes,  and  wald  gladlie 
have  forborne  to  do  him  fauour,  if  his  maieflies  letter,  and  the  refpecSl  to 
efchew  fclander,  had  not  forced  him  to  glue  him  condicions  of  the  teynds, 
to  which  he  wes  kyndlie.  At  his  defyre,  I  fpak  to  my  Lord  of  Glafgow 
to  have  concurred,  to  except  your  vaffals  teynds  owt  of  the  tak  to  be  fet 
to  the  Lord  Garleis,  bot  thay  could  not  find  any  reafonable  pretext  for 
it.  For  your  Iriih  affaires,  I  can  wryte  no  thing,  being  ignorant  of  the 
eftate  thairof,  bot  be  report.  I  heir  that  the  bifchop  of  the  lies  is  to  re- 
paire  to  court,  be  whom  yow  may  try  thair  wourth,  for  it  is  faid  that  the 
fame  is  well  knowne  to  him.  So,  wilhing  yow  much  happines  and  con- 
tentment, I  reft 

Your  moil  affedlionat  freind  at  command, 

Binning. 
Edinburgh,  17  December  [1014?] 

To  the  right  wourfchipfuU  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his  Ma- 
ieflies Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


CXVIII.—THE  LORDS  OF  COUNCIL  AND  SESSION  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Wheras  the  accuflomed  tyme  off  the  ryfing  off  the  winter  fef- 
lioun  wes  vpoun  the  fyftene  day  off  Marche  yearlie,  and  the  fame  did  not 
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fitt  doun  befoir  the  fyftene  of  Maij  thaiiefter ;  notheles,  it  wald  prove 
eafie  and  proffitable  for  the  lieges,  yff  our  fitting  fould  continew,  vntill  the 
lall  oft'  Marche  euerie  yeare,  and  the  vacatioun  tyme  fould  indure  vntill 
the  firfl  of  Junij.  Speciallie,  in  regaird  the  Witfounday  terme,  whiche,  by 
your  maieflies  commandiment,  hath  fum  dayes  exemed  from  fitting,  mak- 
eth  a  great  interruptioun  in  the  adminiftratioun  of  iuflice  ;  wheras,  if  the 
vacance  fould  continew  induring  the  haill  moneth  oft"  Maij,  the  faid  fealt 
of  Witfounday  wald  moll  vfuallie  fall  within  that  fpace,  and  fo  the  lieges 
micht  fo  muche  the  better,  and  more  convenientlie,  attend  the  difpatche 
off"  thair  affaires  in  the  tyme  off"  the  terme.  And  fo,  yff  it  may  Hand  with 
your  maieflies  gratious  pleafoure  to  allow  heiroff,  we  haue  heirwith  fent 
vp  a  forme  off"  ane  article  to  be  figned  by  your  maieflies  hand ;  vpoun  re- 
turne  wheroff,  we  fall  giue  ordour  for  the  dew  and  fpedie  publicatioun 
thairoff,  at  all  places  neceflarie  :  And  fo,  humblie  killing  your  maieflies 
facred  hand,  and  praying  the  Almightie  God  long  to  preferve  your  ma- 
iellie  with  all  increfce  off  honour,  health,  and  happines,  heir  and  elfwhere, 
we  refl 

Your  Maiefleis  maifl  humble,  faithfull,  and  dewtifuU 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Quhittingham. 

Binning.  A.  Hamilton. 

Jo.  Prestoun.  L.  Craig. 

R.  CoKBURNE.  Alex''.  Hay. 

J.   CoKBURNE.  A.   DrUMMOND. 

A.  Hay.  G.  Murray. 

W.  Oliphant.  S".  J.  Skene. 

Kilsayth.  Maircairney. 

Edinburgh,  23  December  I6l4. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieflie. 
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cxix.—lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  EXPECTED  the  cumming  heir  of  the  Bifchop  of  Galloway,  to 
ane  meitting  of  the  whole  bifchopis,  be  appoyntment  of  the  Archibifchop 
of  Santandrois;  and  expected  that,  be  his  meanes,  my  lord  of  Scone  might 
have  learned  the  certantie  of  findrie  of  the  archideanes  fpeaches,  for  I  beleve 
his  father  repeated  fum  of  thame  to  the  Bifchop  of  Galloway.  My  lord  of 
Gairlies  wes  to  have  bene  in  this  towne,  bot  his  wyfes.  feiknes  maid  him 
to  returne  hame,  till  he  fould  fie  what  fould  become  of  hir  difeafe. 

When  James  Makcullo  reflaued  my  letter,  willing  him  to  try  the  veritie 
anent  the  wrong  done  to  the  place  of  Broughton,  he  wes  not  neir  that 
pairt  off  the  cuntrie ;  bot  he  hes  promeifed,  be  his  letter,  to  do  his  exa6l 
diligence,  and  to  aduerteis  according  to  the  trueth  of  his  tryall. 

The  florme  hes  impefched  the  convening  of  the  moll  pairt  of  the 
bifchops,  fo  that  my  Lord  of  Galloway  is  fcaircelie  expelled,  nather  is 
thair  certantie  of  my  Lord  of  Glafgows  cumming  this  oulk;  bot  be  ane 
letter,  which  I  latelie  rellaued  fra  him,  I  vnderfland  that  he  is  greived 
with  his  collegues  vndewtifuU  behauiour  to  yow,  and  that  he  intends  to 
remayne  conftant  and  thankfull  for  your  kyndnes. 

Yow  will  vnderfland,  be  letters  from  my  Lord  of  Scone  and  Baluaird, 
the  conferences  paft  betuix  thame  and  the  Archibifchop  of  Santandrois, 
concerning  tlie  Perfon  of  Dyfert;  which  bewryes  fuch  dealing,  as  no 
honed  man  wald  do  or  allow,  fince  he  nather  can  alledge  any  mitbeha- 
uiour  in  the  perfon,  nor  will  giue  him  ane  teflimonie  of  his  dewtifull  be- 
hauiour, albeit  he  confeflTe  it  to  be  true  and  notour ;  bot  remeid  will  be 
fund  for  that.  Alwayes,  it  is  certane,  that  if  his  maieflie  permit  hears  to 
columniat  honed  men,  and  put  not  the  authours  to  the  pruif  of  thair  mifin- 
formations,  he  will  bring  vpon  him  felf  great  vexation ;  and  fum  of  his  bed 
fubie6lis  may  be  iniudlie  wronged,  without  hope  of  redrelTe,  if  the  au- 
thours of  the  mifreports  fall  not  be  maid  knowne,  nor  thair  fpeaches  put 

2  B 
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to  tryall.  Bot,  hoping  that  his  maieftie,  in  his  Angular  wifdome,  will  pre- 
vent fuch  mifcheiffs,  I  commit  yow  to  God.  Edinburgh,  26  Januar 
[1615?] 

Your  truelie  affedlionat  freind, 

Binning. 


The  Archibifchop  of  Santandrois  hes  paffed  ane  dangerous  fit  of  apo- 
plexie.  It  is  fupponed  that  ane  new  aflault  may  be  more  difficill  to  put 
af.  If  his  place  vaik,  and  his  maieftie  might  be  pleafed  to  male  Glaf- 
orow  his  fucceffour,  and  promoue  Orknay  to  Glafgow,  it  wald  recompens 
thair  knowne  merite,  and  gude  feruice,  incourage  vthers  to  imitate  thame, 
and  reduce  the  churche  gouernement  to  that  happie  eftate,  which  his 
maieftie  hes  long  wiflied,  be  the  wifdome  and  godlie  example  of  thefe 
wourthie  men. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John 
Murray  of  Lochmaben,  one 
of  his  Maiefties  Bedchamber, 
at  Court. 


cxx.— lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

As  be  your  letter  yow  defyred,  I  haue  bene  moft  curious  to 
learne  Maifter  William  Murray,  the  Perfon  of  Dyferts  behauiour  and 
profeflion  of  his  dewtie  and  refpe6l  to  the  bifchops,  and  of  his  opinion  of 
the  prefent  Churche  gouernement ;  and  have  fund  it  moft  faithfull  and 
dewtifuU,  not  onlie  be  the  report  of  gentilmen  of  the  beft  fort,  to  whom 
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his  adlions  ar  well  knowne,  hot  alfo  be  liiulrie  bifchops,  who  beare  him 
witnes  of  finceritie  and  gude  coniierfation,  and  that  he  hes  neuer  fwair- 
wed  in  his  obedi(Mice  to  thame,  and  concurrence  to  the  eftableifment  of 
the  prefent  difcipline.  This  being  my  privat  tryall,  it  wes  confirmed 
more  publiaiie  and  be  better  warrand,  vpon  Friday  laft,  at  ane  meiting 
of  ane  number  of  the  counfall,  with  the  Archibifchop  of  Glafgo,  Bifchops 
of  Dunkell,  Caitnes,  Dumblane,  and  Orknay  (the  reft  being  hindered  to 
cum  be  ftorme,  and  Sant  Androis  be  feiknes).  When  we  wer  convened, 
the  perfon  of  Dyfert  gaue  in  iiis  fupplication,  regraiting  the  wrong  done 
to  him  be  report  to  his  maieftie,  that  hes  fince  his  laft  returne  from  Eng- 
land profefted  him  felf  oppofite  to  the  prefent  gouernement  of  the  churche, 
and  to  the  authoritie  of  bifchops,  it  being  true  that  he  wes  broght  vp  be 
ane  bifchop,  and  from  his  youth  had  euer  thoght  thair  authoritie  neceffar, 
for  the  ordour  of  churche  gouernement,  and  fmce  his  maieftie  began  to 
aduance  that  gude  courfe,  no  man  in  this  kingdome  of  his  eftate  had 
bene  more  reddie  or  conftant  in  fynodall  and  generall  aflemblies,  and  all 
vther  places,  to  giue  his  profefted  and  faithfull  concurrence  for  acknou- 
ledgeing,  eftableiffing,  and  obeying  the  bifchops,  nor  he  had  done  ;  becaus 
he  thoght  it  his  dewtie  to  God,  his  king,  and  cuntrie;  and  thairfore  de- 
fyred  that  he  might  be  tryed  be  that  number,  and  aither  puneifted,  if  the 
report  wer  fund  true,  or  if  it  wer  tryed  fals,  as  he  wes  confident  it  wald 
be,  he  might  be  fauoured  be  the  teftimoniall  of  the  counfall  and  bifchops. 
It  wes  anfuered  be  the  counfall,  that  albeit  his  gude  behauiour  and  faith- 
full  dewtie  in  that  mater  wes  notour  to  thame,  yet  thay  wald  forbeare  to 
vndertak  the  tryall  of  it,  becaus  it  wes  competent  to  the  bifchops,  to 
whom  thay  wald  refer  it,  being  allured  that  thay  wald  procoid  juftlie 
thairin  :  The  which,  all  the  bifchops  then  prefent  promeifed  to  do,  without 
delay,  acknowledgeing  the  notorietie  of  the  perfons  dewtie  in  his  loue 
and  obedience  to  thair  eftate,  and  regraitting  that  any  man  fould  have 
bene  fo  imprudentlie  malicious,  as  to  have  wronged  that  honeft  man,  by 
ane  report,  not  onlie  wanting  trueth,  bot  contrare  to  all  probabilitie. 

I  vnderftand  that  my  Lord  of  Scone  and  the  Laird  of  Baluaird  fpak  with 
the  Archibifchop  of  Santandrois,  and  hard  of  him  fum  fpeaches  which  I 
will  be  loath  to  beleive,  and  will  forbeare  to  expres  thame  for  the  reue- 
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rence  of  the  place  whairwith  his  maiellie  hes  honored  him.  I  pray  God 
he  had  bene  and  may  be  cairefull  to  honour  it,  if  he  ouerput  his  prefent 
infirmitie ;  and  if  it  pleafe  God  he  die,  that  his  maieflie  may  mak  that 
choice  of  ane  fuccelTour  to  him  which  may  befl  agrie  with  Goddis  feruice 
and  his  owne ;  for  it  is  manifeft  what  difgrace  and  mifcheif  may  enfew 
of  vnwyfe,  vnhoneft,  or  vngodhe  behauiour  in  ane  man  of  that  rank,  and 
no  lefle  notour,  how  greatlie  it  may  availe  to  the  eftableifment  of  rehgion, 
that  godhe,  wyfe,  faithfull,  and  well  affe6led  men  to  his  maieflies  feruice 
be  fetled  in  fuch  rowmes.  Of  this  I  will  not  prefume  to  wryte  at  this 
tyme  to  his  maieflie,  bot  will  fay  to  yow,  vpon  my  faluation,  that  I  am 
perfuaded,  if  Glafgo  and  Orknay  wer  aduanced  to  the  firft  places  in  the 
clergie,  I  think  he  fould  be  als  wourthelie  ferued  be  thame  in  thair  eflate, 
as  be  any  fubieiSls  in  his  dominions,  and  many  wald  giue  thair  concurrence 
to  wyfe,  conftant,  fecret,  and  faithful  men,  who  will  declyne  all  affociation 
with  men  who  want  thefe  graces.  Bot  thir  thinges  muft  be  remitted  to 
his  maiellie,  who,  no  dowt,  will  refolue  more  wyfehe,  and  do  better  in 
pourpofes  of  this  confequence  nor  we  can  confaue.  So,  wifliing  yow 
health  and  happines,  I  reft 

Your  moft  loving  freind  at  power. 

Binning. 
Jo.  Murray. 


CXXI THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Pleis  your  most  Excellent  Maiestie, 

Thair  wes  prefentit  vnto  ws,  a  fignatour  exped  your  maiefteis 
hand,  in  fauouris  of  Sir  Johnne  Lindfay  of  the  Bathe,  knight,  granting 
vnto  him,  during  his  lyfl'e,  the  keeping  of  the  moore  of  Moorerowmond, 
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and  profcrving  of  your  maieflies  gayme  thairin,  and  thairwithall  pouer  to 
call  and  perfew  euerye  fucho  perfone,  who  hes  tilled  and  convertit  ony 
pairt  of  the  faidis  boundis,  in  making  the  fame  thair  proper  landis,  with 
the  gift  thairwith  alfo  vnto  him,  of  the  leveying  of  all  fuche  penalteis,  as 
ony  of  thefe  delinquentis,  in  the  courfe  of  law,  half  incurred  by  reafoun 
of  thair  faid  wrangous  intrufioun.  .Whilk  fignatour,  belyke  haueing 
bene  procured  by  fonie  importune  fute,  hatlie  bene  drawne  vp  noway  after 
the  ordinair  flyle  and  forme,  fo  as  in  dewytie  we  could  not  bot  mak  flay 
of  it,  vntill  your  maieftie  wer  certifyed  thairof,  for  as  anent  the  perfute  of 
fuche  as  haif  encroitched  vpoun  that  moore  of  Moorerowmond,  in  vfurp- 
ing  ony  pairt  thairof,  and  by  tillage,  or  vtherwayes,  making  it  thair  pro- 
pirtie,  the  fame  can  by  no  meanes  be  better  profequuted,  then  at  the 
inftance  of  your  maielleis  aduocat  (who  will  not  be  in  that,  or  ony  other 
poynte  of  his  dewytie,  any  way  wanting),  and  yf  ony  will  informe,  and 
give  goode  euidence  againis  fuche  as  haif  tranfgreffit  in  this  poynte,  your 
maieftie  may  be  pleafit,  for  thair  overture  maid,  and  thair  panes  and 
chargeis  whiche  the  profequuting  of  the  bufynes  will  enforce,  to  allow 
vnto  thame  fome  reafounable  proportioun  of  conlideratioun,  furthe  of  the 
benefeit,  whiche  will  aryife  oute  of  thefe  penaltyis,  whiche  by  law  importe, 
no  lefs  then  the  forfaite  of  his  landis,  who  offendis  heirin ;  whereas,  the 
geving  to  ony  privat  fubietil  a  commiffioun  in  this  kynde,  by  daylie  ex- 
perience, proveth  to  be  troublefome  to  the  cuntrey,  geving  mater  vnto 
thefe  who  ar  imployed,  according  as  thay  ar  difpoifed  and  affeiSled,  to 
grant  connivance  and  ouerfight  to  the  greateft  offendours;  and  vpoun 
otherisj  of  whom  the  moft  parte  perhaps  may  be  innocent,  to  vfe  fuche 
hard  formes  in  continuall  citeing  and  troubling  of  thame,  as  it  comes 
litle  Ihorte  of  manifeft  oppreffioun,  wherewith  your  maiefties  counfell  (as 
being  thairof  ignorant)  can  noway  tak  ordour,  the  pairtye  wronged 
making  choife  rather  to  compone  then  to  compleyne.  And,  thairfoir,  yf 
it  may  Hand  with  your  maiefteis  goode  and  gratious  pleafour,  at  ony 
time,  when  ony  fuche  futes  ar  preferred,  before  the  granting  of  thame, 
to  refer  the  confideratioun  of  the  equitie  and  iuftnes  of  the  demand  to 
your  maiefteis  counfaill  heir,  your  maieftie  fould  be  freed  of  muche  im- 
portunitie,  and  our  prefent  greif  removed,  that  we  fould  mak  ony  halt  in 
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expeiding  of  that,  whervnto  your  maieftie  hathe  ones  fett  your  hand, 
whiche  nottheles,  in  this  caife,  we  ar  forced  vnto,  bothe  for  difcharge  of 
oure  dewytie,  and  freetheing  oure  felfRs  of  your  maiefteis  iufl  reprooffe 
heirefter.  Alwayes  fubmitting  our  felffis  whohe  to  your  maiefteis  moft 
excellent  iudgement,  by  whiche,  as  the  loadftone  in  all  our  a6lionis,  we 
ar  defirous  to  be  diredl,  we  humblie  pray  God  to  grant  vnto  your  maief- 
tie a  lang  and  happie  reignn,  and  we  do  reft  for  euer 

Your  maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiecSlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  G.  Murray. 

Binning.  Alex"*.  Hay. 

Glasgow.  A.  Drummond. 

Edinburgh,  28  January  1615. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


cxxii.— lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  SEND  this  vther  letter  to  yow,  and  the  Perfons  fupplication,  to 
the  effe6l  yow  may  fchow  thame  to  his  maieftie,  or  mak  fuch  vther  gude 
vfe  of  thame  as  may  beft  availe  your  wourthie  culing;  aganis  whom  the 
malice  of  liars,  and  thair  pernicious  courfes,  haue  cheiflie  bene  intended; 
bot  I  hope  his  loyaltie,  affifted  be  his  true  freindis,  fall  difapoynt  thair  pro- 
ie6ls. 

The  extraordinar  ftormes  haue  ftayed  the  bifchop  of  Gallowayes  cum 
ming  to  this  towne,  and  thairby  will  hinder  my  lord  of  Scone  to  try  fo  per- 
fvtlie  as  neid  wer,  that  whairof  yow  defyre  to  be  certified  :    Bot  yow  will 
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find  that  he  who  attempted  that  pourpofe,  to  your  prejudice,  will  find  als 
litill  ailillance  in  it,  as  he  had  fcaircetie  of  gude  counfall  in  the  devyce, 
for  I  think  all,  or  the  moft  pairt,  of  his  bretheren  will  difavow  him.  My 
lord  of  Scone,  and  Baluaird,  will  wryte  more  particularlie,  becaus  the[y] 
have  verie  fpeciall  warrand,  from  conferences  with  findrie  who  knew  the 
trueth  of  all  mens  pairtis  heir. 

In  the  pourpofe  of  Eglinton,  all  will  be  done  as  his  maieftie  hes  com- 
manded, as  yow  will  know  be  oure  nixt  letters,  till  which  tyme  I  will 
fuperfeid  to  anfweir  any  farder  to  your  letters  of  the  20  of  this  moneth; 
bot,  with  remembrance  of  my  loving  dewtie,  commit  yow  to  God.  Edin- 
burgh, 29  Januar  [1615?] 

Your  obleifed  and  affedlionat  freind, 

Binning. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his 
Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


CXXIII — EARL  OF  DUNFERMLINE   TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 


Right  Honourable  and  Weilbeloued  Cousing, 

Your  letters  of  the  firfl  inftant,  concerning  the  finall  end  off  the 
Earle  of  Eglintouns  belines,  came  not  heir  before  the  13  inftant.  All 
that  bifines  is  now  (praifed  be  God),  in  all  points,  according  to  his  fa- 
cred  maiefties  will  and  pleafour,  endit,  and  my  Lord  Secretair,  in  prefence 
of  the  Counfall,  has  deliuered  to  my  lord  his  infeftment,  with  his  fpeache, 
as  he  had  in  direclioun  frome  his  maieftie  :  Wee  haue  giuin  baith  to  my 
Lord  Secretair,  and  to  my  Lord  off  Glafgow,  all  thankis,  and  has  teftified 
to  thame  baith,  quhow^  far  wee  onderftand  be  yiow,  this  earand  has  been 
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aduanced  be  thair  guid  report  and  aduys.  I  will  nocht  extend  me  felf 
to  gif  yiow  monye  thankis,  the  earand  itfolf,  and  the  diuerfe  toiles  and 
facheries  I  haue  had  in  it,  bindis  me  to  acknawledge  myfelf  in  all  deutie 
bound  to  yiow  :  this,  I  can  affure  yiow,  thair  is  nathing  contentis  me 
mair  in  the  haill  courfe  of  this  befines,  nor  that  my  fpeciall  obligatioun 
for  the  guid  fucces  thairin,  onder  his  facred  maiefty,  is  to  yiow  onlye ; — 
quhat  neidis  mair  ?  Friendis  and  kinfmen  as  wie  are  man  daylie  be  doand 
to  otheris  all  guid  offices  thay  can,  eurie  ane  in  his  vocatioun,  place,  and 
calling  :  reckin,  ye  may  fpend  me  as  onye  yie  haue  maifl  powar  off. 

I  fend  unto  yiow  herewith,  ane  letter  to  his  maiil  facred  maieftie,  quhilk 
I  pray  yiow  deliuer,  and  as  yie  may,  retiere  agane,  becaufe  I  defire  nocht 
my  letter  to  his  maieflie  to  fall  in  menye  hands ;  it  is  nothing  els  but  my 
purgatioun  of  thatt  imputatioun  laid  on  me,  off  onye  articles  or  directions 
1  fould  haue  fend  with  George  Grahame  to  the  rebelles  of  Ila,  I  hoipe  it 
fall  fatiffie  his  maiefty,  and  yiow,  and  all  my  friends,  for  I  went  na  farder 
in  that,  as  my  letter  beiris,  nor  for  the  relieff  off  the  prifonars,  quhilk  I  am 
certane  nane  will  think  bot  werie  guid  feruice ;  and,  fpeciallie  as  maters 
ar  fallin  out  in  rigour,  for  I  wald  rather  haue  bein  in  debt  of  20  thowfand 
to  thame,  or  to  onye,  or  the  prifonars  had  bein  in  thair  handes  quhen  his 
maiefties  force  came  thair,  for  thair  harme  could  nocht  haue  been  bot  dif- 
pleafant  to  his  maieftie,  and  diflionrabill  to  the  haill  countrie.  This,  I 
man  entreate,  that  cair  and  affiftance  that  yie  will  trie  be  Vrchill  or  onye 
other,  quhair  George  Grahame  is,  that  he  may  be  examined,  for  he  is 
prefentlie  thair  at  Court,  or  at  Londoun.  Latt  it  nocht  be  knav/in 
quhairfore  he  is  delired  till  he  be  prefented.  Latt  him  declair  all  he 
knawis,  and  eurie  mannis  pairt. 

I  haue  alfo  includit  in  the  faid  leter,  my  humbill  and  hartlie  thankis  for 
this  preferment  to  my  nefuieu  Eglintoun.  I  haue  no  farder  for  the  pre- 
fent,  bot  to  remember  my  hartlie  kindnefs  to  your  good  half-marrow. 
Sua  wiftlng  yiow  baith  all  happinefs  and  contentement,  I  refte 

Your  maift  affe6lionat  coufing  to 
feme  yiou, 

DUNFERMELYNE. 

Frome  Edinburgh,  16  Marche  1615. 
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Tliis  our  langfiim  and  fafliious  befines  of  Eglintoun  being  now,  be 
yiour  mediation,  wrought  to  fa  guid  end,  yie  will  doe  me  lingular  pleafour 
be  yiour  guid  commoditie,  to  lat  me  knaw  quhat  was  our  greateft  lattis 
or  impedimentis,  or  quha  was  our  greatell  corferis. 

To  the  Right  Honorabill  my  woill- 
beloued  Coufen,  Jhone  Morray  of 
his  facred  Maiellys  Bedchalmer. 


cxxiv.— the  earl  of  dunfermline  to  king  james  vi. 

Maist  Sacred  Soueraine, 

I  can  na-dayes  fufRcientlie  declare  rato  yiour  maieftie  the  greatte 
contentment  I  haiff  reflaued  be  yiour  maifl  princelie  letter  of  the  firll  of 
this  inflant,  albeit  the  fame  conteyne  ane  challenge  and  acoufatioun  of 
great  owrefight  and  onworthy  dealing  in  me,  gif  I  had  fua  proceedit  in 
George  Grhaymes  tratique  for  the  Laird  Ramfurdlie,  and  Bifchope  of  the 
lies,  his  fonnes  libertie,  as  the  informatioun  and  articles  geiven  to  your 
maieflie,  as  proceiding  from  me,  beiris.  Whereanent,  to  clear  and  re- 
folue  yiour  maifl  gracious  maieflie  at  ane  word,  as  yiour  highnes  declairis  in 
viour  awin  letter,  yee  could  nocht  elleeme  theefe  articles  to  be  other  nor 
fals  and  fuppofiticious,  of  thair  awne  inventioun,  whairein  I  haue  fund 
great  joiye  that  yiour  maieflie  fould  fua  cleirly  tak  up  and  confaue  the 
linceritie  of  my  mynde.  I  certifie  yiour  facred  maieftie,  on  my  faithe, 
honour,  and  on  that  deutie  of  treuthe  and  fidelitie  I  aucht  to  yiour  majef- 
tie,  I  gave  nather  theefe  diredliouns  or  articles  to  George  Grhayme, 
whereoff  viour  maieftie  fend  me  copie,  nor  nayne  other  direftioun  or  ar- 
ticle at  all,  ather  be  woord  or  wreitt,  other  nor  this  fimpill  diredlioun  be 
tung  allenarlie,  (for  I  refufod  to  giff  him  any  writt,  in  regaird  all  dealing 
was  onlie  betuix  him  and  me),  to  ufe  any  lawfull  meanes  he  could,  be  anye 

2  c 


202  THE    MELROS    PAPERS. 

good  addreffe  or  dexterritie,  to  releave  the  twa  gentilmen  priffoners, 

whilk,  giff  he  could  be  anye  meanis  attayne  to,   I  promeift  to  be  his 

debtour,  and  fua  foone  as  he  fould  prefent  to  me  the  faidis  prifoners, 

or  fure  aduerteifment  and  teflificat  of  thair  freedome  and  Hbertie,  I  fould 

deliuer  to  him  reallie  ane  thoufand  merkis,  for  his  charges  and  recom- 

pence:    farder  he  had  nather  direiSlioun,   article,  nor  promeis,  of  me. 

And  this  I  obferued  maift  precefly  to  him,  for  fua  foone  as  he  returned 

hayme,  I  maid  him  inflant  payment  of  the  foume  promeift;  whilk  yiour 

maieftie  hcs  fenfyne  maift  royallie  caufled  yiour  thefaurar  here  reftore 

againe  to  me.    The  wtter  veritie  of  this,  I  hope  yiour  maieftie  Ihall  haue 

werie  good  opportunitie  and  occafioun  to  trye,  at  this  prefent  inftant ; 

becaufe  I  onderftand,  the  faid  George  Grhayme  is  prefentlie  ather  at 

Court,  or  at  Londoun,  for  he  went  thair  from  this  20  dayis  fence.     Be 

the  Laird  of  Vrchill,  I  think  yiour  maieftie  may  eaiilie  haiff  inquifitioun  of 

him,  and  mak  him  be  examinat  heirupon  :  And  gif  he  fay  anye  farder,  or 

otherwais,  contrair  to  this,  my  declaratioun,  as  I  think  he  fliall  nocht, 

yioure  maieftie  may  caufe  him  be  fend  hayme ;  for  I  think  Angus  Oig 

ftiall  be  heir  fchoirtlie  prefented  be  Caddell,  and  be  thair  confronting, 

wee  fliall  find  out  the  haill  veritie.     Befide  that,  gif  he  wald  alledge  he 

had  anye  fie  dire6lioun  from  me,  he  fliould  fchaw  my  hand  writte,  whilk 

he  will  newer  be  habill  to  doe,  nor  of  nayne  apperteynis  to  me,  in  onye 

degrie  or  refpedl;  and  this  I  hope  fliall  fatiffie  yiour  facred  maiefties  heyht 

and  juditious  conceptioun,  for  my  purgatioun  of  any  fie  imputatioun :  I 

war  ane  onworthie  man,  et  me  ipfo  judice,   woorthie  of  all  rigerous 

punifchement,  gif  I  had  committed  fua  lourde  ane  faulte  againis  a  prince, 

his  honour  and  dignitie,  after  fua  lang  apprentifage  and  training  up  in 

yiour  facred  maiefties  fchoolle  of  honour,  in  fua  mony  and  fua  honorabill 

chargis,  and  imploymentis,  as  hes  oft  pleafed  yiour  majeftie  honour  me 

withe;   and  wharein   I  thank    God,   and   your  highnes   clemencie,   and 

fauorabill  interpretatioun,  I  haue  hitherto  till  euer  geuin  yiour  maiefties 

reafonabill   contentment   and  fatiffadlioun.      This    may    not    mak    me 

forgett  nor  omitt  my  deutie,  in  all  humilitie  and  thankfulnes  of  hairte,  to 

acknowledge  yiour  facred  majefties  greatte  bountifvdnefs  and  gracious 

difpofitioun,  in  granting  to  my  nefuieu,   (whome  I  may  now,  be  yiour 
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facred  majefleis  fauour  and  permiflioun,  flile  Earle  of  Eglintoun),  that 
honour  and  dignitie,  whilk  fua  nianye  of  his  predecefToures  enjoyed, 
and  whairbye  thai  haue  done  to  yiour  niaieflies  maift  nobill  progenitours 
good  and  acceptabill  feruice  ;  I  hope  in  God  yiour  majefly  iliall  find  him 
prowe  nather  onwoorthie  nor  encapabill  of  yiour  royall  fauour,  as  your 
highnefs  may  haiffe  occafioun  to  imploye  him.  Sua,  wifcheing  to  yiour 
highnefs,  from  the  King  of  all  kings,  a  lang  and  profperous  regne,  withe 
the  fubmifle  kifle  of  yiour  royall  hand,  rellis 

Your  maift  facred  maiefties  maift  humbill  and  obedient 
fubjedl  and  feruitour, 

DuNFERMELYNE. 

Edinburght,  If)  Martij  I6l5. 


CXXV.—LORD  BINNING  AND  SIR  GIDEON  MURRAY  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

As  your  maieftie  wes  pleafed  to  command  Sir  Gedeon  Murray 
and  me,  we  haue  diuers  tymes  delt  with  the  fchiref  of  the  forreft  for  re- 
nunciation of  his  heritable  office,  and  I  haue  affured  him,  that  your  maief- 
tie wald  not  mak  the  conuerting  of  his  balding  of  his  landis  from  waird 
to  blenche  ane  pairt  of  his  fatiffadlion,  bot  wald  rather  content  him  with 
money,  nor  yeild  to  ane  preparatiue,  which  might  incourage  others  to 
importune  your  maieftie  with  futes  for  fuch  conuerfions,  which  your 
maieftie  wes  refolued  not  to  grant.  And  fo,  having  vfed  the  beft  rea- 
fons  we  could  to  perfwade  him  to  be  content  of  ane  reafonable  pryce, 
we  haue  with  difficultie  broght  him  to  accept  of  tuentie  thoufand  merkis ; 
and  tolde  him  that  he  had  not  to  expedl  reddie  payment  of  the  whole, 
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bot  be  portions,  at  fuch  termes  as  the  great  burdingis  of  your  maiefties 
coffers  might  permit ;  and  to  moue  him  to  this,  haue  promeifed  humbhe 
to  requeafl  your  maieftie  to  grant  him  the  fie  of  fyue  hundreth  puiidis, 
which  he  hes  for  his  feruice,  as  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  Middle- 
fchyres,  converted  in  ane  lyfrent  penfion,  vpon  condicion  that  he  fould 
ferue  now,  and  in  all  tyme  cumming,  when  thair  fould  be  vfe  of  fuch 
feruice,  during  his  lyfe.  We  haue  thoght  that  his  fatiffaftion  might  be 
the  better  performed  with  tyme ;  that  fex  thoufand  pundis  is  faued  of  the 
precept  of  thrie  thoufand  pund  flerling,  granted  to  the  lord  Gray,  for  his 
fchireffchip ;  and  that  the  eafe  of  his  pryce  might  be  ane  argument  to 
bring  others,  who  might  be  heirefter  delt  with  for  renunciation  of  the 
lyke  offices,  to  be  content  with  moderat  fatiffadtion.  If  your  maieflie 
allow  of  this  appoyntment,  it  may  pleafe  your  maieflie  to  figne  and  fend 
downe  to  ws  the  precept  fent  heirwith,  for  his  payment,  and  the  fignatour 
of  his  penfion. 

Maifler  Thomas  Knox  broght  ane  rcmiffion  to  Cole  Makgillefpik, 
which  requyres  to  be  renewed,  becaus  the  former  wanted  the  prouifion 
for  confent  of  the  officers.  It  is  to  be  fufpedled  that  the  counfell  will 
think  the  exemple  preiudiciall,  if  he  obteane  remiffion,  withowt  cau- 
tion for  obferuing  the  peace  in  tyme  cumming  ;  and  for  his  compeirance 
before  the  counfell,  when  he  fall  be  cited,  becaus  the  Makgregours,  and 
all  vther  notable  rebels  of  the  Hielandis,  have  bene  bund  to  that  aflurance 
of  their  obedience.  Bot  if  your  maieflie  intend  to  grant  him  remiffion, 
withowt  that  furetie,  it  feemes  expedient  that  your  maieflie  fignifie  your 
expres  pleafour,  be  your  letter  to  counfell,  for  that  effect.  The  way  to 
bring  Jura  and  Colanfa  to  your  maiefties  poflelfion,  can  not  be  fo  fum- 
marlie  and  ordourlie  as  be  fignifieing  your  royall  pleafour  to  Sir  George 
Erfkin,  vvlio  hath  the  right  and  poflelfion  of  thofe  lies,  be  your  maiefties 
gift  to  him,  of  the  erle  of  Argyles  lyfrent ;  and  becaus  fmall  beginnings 
of  difcontent,  in  that  barbarous  cuntrie,  may  breed  more  tumult  nor  the 
proffit  of  fo  much  land,  may  import  the  good  of  any  who  may  mak  fute 
to  your  maieftie  for  any  of  thofe  two  lies,  it  appeiris  convenient  that 
your  maieftie  command  the  counfell  fo  to  deale  with  ony  who  fall  craue 
that  benefit,  as  all  occafion   of  trouble  may  be  prevented,  which  we 


THE    MELROS    PAPERS.  205 

liumblie  fubmit  to  your  maiefties  mod  excellent  iugement.  And,  praye- 
ing  God  long  to  preferue  your  maieftie  in  perfyte  health,  and  wiihed 
contentment,  we  reil 

Your  Maiefties  moil  humble,  faithfull,  and 
bund  ieruants, 

BiNNINfi. 

G.  Murray. 

Edinburgh,  18  Merche  [1615?] 
»■ 

To  the  Kingis  moil  facred  Maieftie. 


CXXVI._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Pleis  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

About  fonie  nynetene  yeiris  ago,  thair  wes  mariage  contratled 
betuix  Gilbert  Kennedy,  then  appeirand  of  Barganye,  and  Miftres  Jeane 
Steuart,  fufter  to  the  lord  Vchiltrie ;  in  whiche  contradl  the  quenes  heigh- 
nes,  and  your  maieftie,  for  your  entres,  and  the  faid  lord  Vchiltrie,  and 
vmquhill  fir  Williame  Steuart  of  Tracquair,  knight,  become  cautionaris 
for  payment  of  the  tocher  thairin  mentioned  ;  the  fame  beareing  ane  ex- 
pres  claus  of  the  releif  of  the  cautionaris:  And  now  of  laite,  Thomas  Ken- 
nedie,  now  of  Barganye,  being  the  fone  begottin  in  that  fame  mariage, 
hathe  moved  ane  perfute  for  tranfferring  of  the  fame  contrail,  to  the 
effedl  he  may  haif  executioun  aganis  the  heire  of  the  faid  fir  Williame 
Steuart  of  Tracquair,  knight,  for  recouerye  of  the  tocher  promifed  be 
the  faid  contract,  for  the  whiche  he  wes  cautionair,  as  faid  is.  Wherupoun 
Johnne  Steuart,  now  of  Tracquair,  heire,  by  progres,  to  the  faid  vm- 
quhile  fir  Williame,  and  fir  Robert  Steuart,  his  tutour,  by  fupplicatioun 
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haif  meaned  thame  felffis  vnto  ws;  flieweing  that  the  faid  vmquhile  lir 
Williame,  his  becomeing  cautioun  at  that  tyme,  wes  onhe  at  the  particu- 
lair  dire6lioun  of  your  maieftie,  and  your  heighnes  darrefl  bedfellow, 
whofe  commandment  wes  euer  vnto  him  a  law  (howeuir  it  fould  haif  bene 
with  neuir  fo  grite  hurte  and  lofe  to  his  priuat  ellate);  and  that,  be  the 
claus  of  releif  contenit  in  the  contradl,  it  appeareth  verye  weele,  that  it 
wes  nevir  intendit  that  he  fould  be  diflrefled  for  the  fame.  And,  thair- 
foir,  bv  thair  fupplicatioun  in  treating  ws  to  certifie  your  maieflie  heirof, 
that  fome  courfe  may  be  tane  to  frie  thame  of  the  event  of  this  perfwite; 
whairupoun,  we  haif  tane  the  bauldnes  to  acquent  your  maieflie  with  the 
trew  eflate  of  the  bufynes,  referring  to  your  maiefteis  owne  wifdome,  what 
yow  think  fitteft  to  be  done  heirin :  ffor  as  it  noway  becometh  ws,  in  oure 
place,  to  be  movearis  of  ony  thing  that  may  breid  ane  vnneceflarie  charge 
or  expence  to  your  coffers,  fo  we  could  do  no  lefs  in  dewytie,  then,  whair 
your  maieflie,  and  the  queues  heighnes,  ar  perfonalie  bound  in  the  con- 
tra6l,  for  the  releif  of  the  cautionair,  to  mak  your  maieflie  thairwith  ac- 
quented;  wherein,  expelling  fuche  dire6lioun  heiranent  as  your  maieflie 
fliall  pleis  returne,  whiche  flialbe  accordinglie  obeyit,  we  pray  God  to  pre- 
ferue  your  maieflie  in  all  happynes  and  felicitie,  and  we  do  refl  for  euer 

Your  Maiefleis  mofl  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^. 
Binning. 
Jo.  Prestoun. 
A.  Drummond. 
Alex''.  Hay. 

Edinburgh,  3  Aprile  1615. 

To  the  King  his  mofl  facred  and 
excellent  Maieflie. 
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CXXVII — THE  EARL  OF  DUNFERMLINE  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


Maist  Honorabill  Good  Lord, 

I  WRITE  this  to  informe  yiour  lordfliip  off  ane  extraordinar  riott 
t'allin  out  in  this  pairtis  off  late,  to  be  imparted  by  yiow  to  his  iacred 
inaicflie;  that,  be  his  heighnes  heigh  wifdome,  the  counfall  may  haue 
diredlioun  qiiliow  far  to  proceid  in  the  corre6lioun  off  the  fame.  On  the 
fail  fetterday,  before  Paife,  the  queens  maieflies  ofRciar  off  Domferme- 
ling  was  diredl,  be  hir  maieflies  chalmerlane,  to  execute  preceptis  of\' 
warning,  to  remoue  upon  the  toun  off  Bruntiland,  according  to  commoun 
ordour ;  quhilk  was  to  byde  the  awin  commoun  courfe  in  law  after,  before 
the  fefTioun,  and  was  nawayis  intendit  to  be  ufed  or  execute  to  ony 
rigour;  alwayis,  vpon  fuim  vane  and  proude  prefumptioun,  fuim  peopill 
of  that  toun  was  fleired  vp  to  refifl  this  warning  be  force  and  violence, 
quhilk  was  neiuer  done  yit  to  the  meinefl  fubjedl  in  this  cuntrie.  Sua, 
quhen  the  officiar  was  executing  this  preceptis  of  warning,  quhilk  war 
ondir  baith  thair  maieflies  handis  and  fignes,  be  the  cafchiettis  we  haue 
heir  to  that  effe6l,  and  thairwith  alfo  lettirs  ondir  his  maieflie  figned 
for  this  fame  purpois;  the  officiar,  at  the  corfe  of  the  toun  and  other  pairtis, 
being  in  execuitioun  of  his  office,  is,  be  ane  multitude  off  weeraen,  aboue 
ane  hundir,  ofl'  the  bangftar  amafone  kinde,  maifl  oncourteflie  doung  off 
his  feitt,  and  his  witnes  with  him,  thay  all  hurt  and  bluidit,  all  his  lettirs 
and  preceptis  reft  fra  him,  reiuin  and  caften  away,  and  fwa  chafled  and 
flaned  out  off  the  toun.  This  done  (clara  luce),  leitill  before  none,  tlie 
peopill  behalding  fuim  magiflratis,  as  is  prouin  be  fuim  witnes  going  on 
the  llreetis  befide;  the  bailzies  awin  wyf,  principall  leidar  off  this  tumul- 
tuous armie  off  amafones,  na  man  could  efteeme  bot  a  premeditat  deuyfe 
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and  plott  laed  doune,  be  policie  and  craft  off  men.  Thairfore  the  coun- 
fall,  for  exa6l  triell  of  fie  ane  infolence,  called  to  thair  iudgement  a  guid 
number  of  the  maift  fa6lious  of  thefe  weemen,  be  the  officiars  informa- 
tioun,  and  alfo  the  magiftratis  and  counfall  off  the  toun,  and  fuim  other 
honeft  witnes.  The  day  of  this  triell  was  the  26  Aprile,  all  compeired. 
The  fa6l  neidit  no  probatioun ;  it  was  granted  be  the  weemen,  and  fuim 
mennis  prefence  prouin  be  findrie  honeft  witnes.  The  greateft  was  in 
the  triell  off  the  mennis  advyfe,  and  hunting  out  of  the  weemen;  to  this 
mifbehauiour,  albeit  it  could  na  otherwayis  be,  was  be  thame  abfolutelie 
denied  and  manfworne.  Neuerthelefs,  be  guid  triell  was  fufficientlie 
prouin,  the  magiftratis  of  the  toun,  mony  fpeciall  off  the  counfall  and 
greateft  reulars,  at  this  prefent,  of  that  toun,  to  haue  bein  off  the  fore- 
knowledge and  aduyfe  of  this  infolence  committed  be  the  weemen,  and, 
in  end,  is  granted  be  thame  felfis. 

In  this  triell  and  proceiding  thair  off,  fallis  out,  that  be  examina- 
tioun  off  all  was  participant  to  the  fa6l,  it  is  conftantlie  deponed  that 
Maifter  Williame  Watfoun,  minifter,  and  quha  indeid  has  bein  prin- 
cipal reular  of  that  toun  this  lang  tyme,  was  participant  to  the  fore- 
knawledge  and  aduyfe  to  this  infolente  deid ;  quhairfore  was  thocht 
meit,  and  refolued  be  the  counfall,  he  fould  be  fummond  and  exa- 
minat  heirupon,  the  28  of  the  fame  moneth  ;  quhilk  day  he  compered. 
Lordis  off  counfall  was  almoft  all  away,  nane  prefent  with  me  hot  my 
lord  erle  off  Cathnes,  lord  Prefident,  lord  Aduocat,  and  fir  Robert  Mel- 
uill,  yioungar  off  Bruntiland.  We  examinat  him  in  the  beft  and  maift 
conuenient  forme  and  termis  we  could:  firft,  he  denyis  onye  foreknaw- 
ledge  at  all  of  that  purpois,  or  onye  intention  to  the  like;  alwayis  in  end, 
preifi"ed  be  circumftancis  and  confrontatioun  with  others,  quha  had 
granted  and  confeft  the  fame  (we  being  alwayis  refolued  to  decerne 
him  as  conuidl),  he  cumis  to  confefldoun  and  acknawledgement  off  his 
offence  and  ouirficht,  declaris  and  profeffis  a  greate  remorfe,  to  haue 
blotted  his  calling  and  vocatioun,  in  being  onye  wayis  participant,  and 
nocht  refifting  to  that  fa6t;  requiris  us  to  ufe  that  als  moderatlie  as  wee 
could,  in  regaird  of  his  funftioun,  as  yie  will  parfaue  be  the  recorde  off 
counfall  I  fend  viow  heirwith,  ondir  tlie  clerks  hand,  off  that  mater.    This 
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fua  proceidit,  woe  tlioght  nocht  expedient,  in  refpe6l  of  his  calling  and 
vocatioun,  and  reuerence  wee  bcir  tliairto,  to  proceid  farder;  we  com- 
mandit  him  to  wairde  within  the  toune  of  Edinbroiigh,  till  farder  rcfolu- 
tioun  fould  be  tane  with  him  ;  difchairging  hira  alwayis  preaching,  and  re- 
forte  toprefliiterie,  feffioun  of  the  kirk,  oronyfe  other  exercife  nor  preachings 
and  prayers  ordinar  in  the  toun.  Sua,  wee  continewed  all  farder  till  the 
nixt  frequent  raeiting  off  the  counfall,  quliilk  will  nocht  be  before  17 
May.  Wee  prefentlie  wardit  findrie  fpecialls  of  Bruntiland,  fuim  in  the 
toubuith,  and  fuim  in  the  toun.  The  counfall  will  tak,  God  willing,  fuf- 
ficient  ordour  with  all  the  refl.  It  is  expedient  and  neceffair  wee  be 
fupplied,  be  the  beamis  of  his  maiellies  prencelie  wifdome,  in  directing 
us,  quhat  ordour  wee  fall  tak  with  Mailler  Williame  Watfone,  quhilk 
may  be  ather  be  his  maicflies  lettir  to  the  haill  counfall,  or  gef  his 
maiellie  will  command  yiow  write  to  me  quhat  is  his  facred  mynde,  I  fall 
be  cairfull  the  fame  be  obeyed;  and  off  this  I  requyre  to  haue  fuim 
anfuer  fra  yiow,  fa  fone  as  yie  may,  war  meit,  if  poffibill  war,  wee  fould 
haue  it  before  the  15  or  16  of  May.  Suim  thing  yiour  lordfiiip  has 
writtin  to  me,  19  Aprile,  be  his  maiefties  command,  anent  fuim  exami- 
natioun  off  George  Grahame,  quha  procuired  the  releiff  off  B.  lies  fonne, 
and  Ramfurlie,  frome  the  rebellis  off  Ila.  I  haue  writtin  lang  fence  to 
his  maieftie,  in  ane  lettir  off  my  awin,  quhilk  was  deliuered  be  Jhone 
Murray,  all  my  entrefs  and  pairt  in  that  mannis  proceidings,  and  all 
that  was  betuix  him  and  me,  and  farder  will  neiuer  be  found  off  me  in 
treuth;  quhairin  I  think  I  did  als  guid  feruice  for  his  maiefties  honour, 
and  countries,  as  euer  I  could  be  habill  to  doe.  The  faid  George 
Grahame  had  neiuer  farder  warrand  off  me,  worde  nor  write,  hot  my 
naked  promeis  of  ane  thoufand  marks  to  him  felf,  be  my  worde,  in  caice 
he  releiued  fafelie  the  twa  prifonars.  I  think  he  fall  neiuer  fay  farder. 
If  he  fay,  I  fall  proue  him  fals;  if  he  hes  gone  onye  farder,  it  hes  bein 
on  his  awin,  or  fuim  other  mannis  warrand  nor  myne ;  latt  him  and 
thame  anfuir  thairfore,  on  thair  parrell.  I  think,  certanelie,  I  haue  mair 
caufeto  rejoyce  and  glore  in  all  I  did  in  that,  nor  rew  the  fc.me  ;  and  fua 
I  perfuade  myfclf  his  facred  maieftie  thinkis  alfo  of  me.     Quhateiucr 

2  D 
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onye  would  fay  or  mantein  in  the  contrair,  I  fall  eiuer  be  cairfull  off  his 
maiefties  honour  and  guid  feruice,  en  defpit  des  enuiants.  Nocht  hau- 
ing  farder,  for  the  prefent,  hot  to  wifli  yiow  all  happines  and  contente- 
ment,  reftis 

Your  Lordfliips  maid  affe6lionat  to  ferue  yiow, 

DUNFERMELYNE. 

Frome  Edinburgh,  ultimo  Aprilis  1615. 


In  cace  it  micht  feeme  I  am  too  fpairing  in  wryting  fa  nakedlie  off 
this  purpois  anent  Maifter  Williame  Watfoun,  and  nocht  difcharging 
the  deutie  of  ane  honeft  counfalour,  and  ofRciar,  in  declaring  my  awin 
aduife;  for  that  yie  fall  haue  this,  quhilk  alwayis  I  fubmitt  hallie,  and  in 
all  humilitie  and  affe6lioun,  to  his  moift  gracious  maieflies  cenfure  and 
bettir  iudgement.  Sould  be  meit,  his  maieflie  fould  declair  this  to  be 
his  prencelie  will,  in  his  royall  mercie ;  albeit,  this  offenfe  be  extraordinar 
and  fuperlatef,  in  a  man  off  that  calling  ;  neuerthelefs,  for  refpeft  to  his 
lang  feruice  in  fa  honorabill  a  fun6lioun  of  Goddis  minillerie,  quhilk 
heighell  prencis,  and  wee  all  fould  fa  reuerence,  the  punifliment  to  pro- 
ceid  na  farder,  bot  in  diredlioun  to  the  archiebifchoppe,  his  ordinar,  to 
fufpend  him  hallie  for  certane  fpace,  fra  all  ufe  off  his  calling,  in  onye 
pairt;  declair  him  onfitt  to  be  a  minifter,  in  fa  frequent  and  public  a 
place,  and,  in  the  meane  tyme,  prouide  him  to  the  miniflerie  in  fuim 
other  mair  priuat  and  reteired  pairt  off  the  cuntrie;  and  ordeine  that  toun 
to  be  prouidit  off  fuim  minifter  off  mair  calme  pairt,  to  reule  and  circum- 
cide  fie  haitt  humours  as  may  be  in  that  peopill. 


THE   MELROS   PAPERS.  211 


CXXVllI.—ARCIIIBALD  CAMPBELL  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


Right  Hoxorabell, 

As  I  writt  to  your  lordfliip  from  the  wode  of  Meffen, 
Sir  James  M'Coneill  and  M'Ranald  went  by  that  way ;  and  as  I 
was  informed,  he  had  flayed  Wednifday  night  and  Thurfday  in  Murth- 
lie,  fo  I  heaving  riddin  Wednifday  night,  and  Thurfday  all  day,  I 
watchit  at  Murthlie  all  that  night,  hot  they  made  no  flay  thair,  bot 
M'Ranald  fent  a  man  of  his  for  a  young  boy  of  his  awin  that  he  had  in 
Murthlie,  and  convoyed  him  with  him  :  On  VVodnifday  at  night  they  wer 
in  a  pure  mans  houfe  in  Strabrane,  and  on  Thurfday  at  night  thay  wer 
in  the  eaft  end  of  Ranoch,  quher  I  might  haue  bene  fex  houris  before 
thame,  gif  I  had  bene  fertane  of  thair  way.  The  Erie  of  Atholl  was  ad- 
vertifed  be  the  Erie  of  Mar,  and  he  folloued  thame,  and  on  Friday,  in 
the  morning,  cam  in  fight  off  thame;  bot  mylordes  men  had  run  fo  far, 
and  his  fpayis  that  went  before  him,  fo  wnprovedent,  that  Sir  Jeames  and 
his  compane  wer  advertifed  be  Strowan  his  wyff,  quho  is  M'Ranald  his 
dochter,  they  wer  forfTed  to  leave  thair  horffis  and  clothis,  and  take  thame 
to  the  wodis.  The  Erie  of  Atholl  apprehendit  Sir  Jeames  his  man,  that 
was  with  him  in  the  caflell,  and  quho  flayed  efter  him  in  the  caflell,  that 
morning  he  brake  ward,  and  too  men  of  M'Ranaldis ;  bot  my  lord  tels 
me  he  defmifl  thame  all. 

My  lord,  fo  far  as  I  culd  learne,  the  erle  was  exceiding  willing  in  this 
perfute,  bot  thair  was  fum  wrange  done  him,  that  I  'beleive  his  lordfliip 
yit  knous  not  of.  Thofe  that  I  fent  to  be  before  thame  ar  not  as  yit  re- 
turned, nor  no  word  from  thame.  1  hope  in  God  your  lordfliip  fall  heir 
that  thay  haue  mett,  ffor  thay  can  hardlie  pas  by  thame.  The  Erie  of 
Atholl  afTuris  me,  that  thair  cam  a  companie  of  men  to  meit  M'Ranald. 
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My  lord,  if  thair  wer  bot  too  bunder  men,  and  ane  boneil  commander 
on  the  feildis,  they  wer  not  eabell  to  do  any  thing  be  land,  nor  culd  tbay 
haue  tyme  to  mowe  any  to  follow  thame ;  bot,  in  treutb,  if  tbay  be  per- 
mittit,  they  will  no  dout  grow  ftronge.  Sir  Jeames  man,  that  the  Erie  of 
Atholl  apprehendit,  told  that  they  refoluit  to  burne  Cadell  his  landis 
of  Mukarne,  and  that  he  thoght  a  great  many  Illenderis  wer  on  thair 
courfe.  My  lord,  fo  fchune  as  I  heir  from  thofe  I  dere6tit  efter  thame, 
and  that  I  kno  quhat  courfe  Sir  Jeames  teakis  firft  in  hand,  or  quhicli 
way  he  teakis  him  to  the  feie,  I  will,  God  willing,  returne,  not  douting  bot 
niv  Lord  Thefaurer  will  haue  fum  confiderafioun  of  my  peanis,  as  I  fall 
be  reddie  at  all  occafiouns  to  adventer  myfelf  in  his  maielteis  feruice,  I 
reft 

Youre  Lordihips  ewer  to  ferue  yow, 


Arch''.  Campbell. 


From  the  Furde  of  Lyon,  this 
Setterday,  at  xii  howris  of 
that  day. 


I  pray  your  lordfliip  adverteife  Cadell  that  he  may  fend  word  to  his 
men  of  Mukarne  to  be  war  of  the  rebels. 

To  the  Right  honorabell  and  my 
fpefeall  good  lord,  my  Lord  of 
Binnintj,  Secreter. 


Indorfed  bv  Lord  Binning 


"  Archibald  Cambell,  anent  his 
perfute  of  Sir  James  Mak- 
oneill. 

"  Reff.  29  May  1615." 
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CXXIX.—LORD  BINNING  TO  THE  EARL  OF  TULLIBARDINE. 


My  very  Honorable  Good  Lord, 

I  EECEAVED  this  moruing  your  lordfliips  packett,  and  after  reed- 
ing your  lordihips  owne  letter,  I  declared  to  my  Lord  Chauncellour  what 
letters  your  lorddiip  had  fent  to  me.  His  lordfliip  conveyned  tlie  Arch- 
biihope  of  St  Androis  and  the  Lords  Prefident,  Deput  Thefaurer,  and 
Clarke  of  Regifter,  and  in  their  prefence  opned  and  red  the  letters  fent 
be  Sir  James  M'Onell  to  your  lordfliips  felf,  the  Earle  of  Crawford, 
Biiliope  of  the  lies,  and  Earle  of  Caithenes.  The  fubftance  of  the  let- 
ters are  for  the  mod  part  vniforme,  fo  as  the  copie  of  his  letter  to  your 
loidiliips  felf  will  informe  your  lordfliip,  that  he  intendis  to  his  excufe  his 
breaclie  of  warde,  for  feare  of  his  life,  offering  all  obedience,  yf  he  can 
haue  faiftie  and  libertie,  intending  to  fend  ane  petition  to  the  Counfell 
to  be  fent  be  their  addreffe  to  his  maieilic.  Since  he  protefts  fo  folemn- 
lie  and  with  great  oathes,  that  he  is  innocent  of  the  taking  and  holding 
of  Duneveg,  I  am  forie  that  he  is  fo  vnhappie  as  to  have  broken  waird, 
for  he  had  great  experience  of  his  maieflies  clemencie,  who,  after  his 
conviction  of  treafon,  for  many  odious  crymes,  did  furceafe  all  rigour, 
and  give  thereby  hope  to  Sir  James,  rather  to  hope  for  marcie  nor  to 
take  any  defperate  refolution.  Yf  any  fuch  petition  had  come  to  the 
Counfells  handis,  as  without  offence  might  have  bene  prefented  to  his 
maieftie,  they  wolde  haue  fent  it  to  Courte,  bot  his  lettres  are  out  of  pur- 
pofe.  I  am  forie  that  he  aggreged  his  maieflies  wraith,  be  his  breatcli 
of  warde,  and  that  hauing  committed  that  heighnous  offence,  it  wes  not 
his  happines  to  go  furth  of  his  maieflies  dominions,  from  whence  he 
might  haue  more  convenientlie  made  offer  of  his  humiliation,  but  fo  long 
as  he  remaynes  within  his  maieflies  dominionis,  and  hes  focietie  and  deal- 
ing with  rebells  and  broken  men,  I  can  not  expedl  that  his  petitionis  can 
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be  receaved  be  his  maieflie,  vnles  he  wold  do  fuch  notable  fervice  aganis 
fome  principall  rebells  as  might  perfwade  his  maieflie  to  think  him  wour- 
thie  of  mercie.  IMy  Lord  Chauncellour  hes  promifed  to  fuperfeid  your 
lordfhips  actions  till  your  coming  here,  at  the  tyme  appoynted.  Your  bill 
is  paft  for  delay,  that  your  lordfliip  may  called  before  breeves  be  dire6led 
at  the  inftance  of  your  partie.  The  Counfell  acknowledgeis  your  lord- 
fliips  good  difcretion  in  the  fending  of  thir  letters,  and  ar  confident  that 
your  lordfliip  will  continew  carefull  and  diligent,  in  everie  thing  that  may 
concerne  his  maieflies  fervice,  or  good  of  the  countrie.  So,  wifliing  your 
lordfln'p  all  happines,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfliips  affe6lionat  freind  at  command, 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  13  Junij  [1615?] 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  my  letter  to  the  Erie 
of  Tullibairdin,  anent  Sir  Ja. 
Makoneill. 

"  13  Junij  1615." 


cxxx.— sir  rorie  m'leod  of  harris  to  lord  binning. 

My  Lord, 

My  hwmble  dewtye,  after  all  reverence  and  feruice  remembered. 
In  the  beginning  of  Apryll,  I  left  Edinburgh,  and  paffed  till  Glafgo  to 
vifite  my  barnes,  who  ar  at  the  fchoole  there,  where  I  remained  the  fpace 
of  fyifteinth  dayes;  and  thereafter,  I  paffed  till  Striviling,  and,  going  into 
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the  toun,  I  mett  my  lord  Fleming  comeing  out  of  the  toun,  who  had  a 
ledd  courfliour  befyd,  and  I  rydand  on  a  other  courlhour,  both  the  cour- 
flaours  brailes  togidder;  and  I  wes  forced  to  leave  and  fall  of  my  horfe, 
where  I  brack  two  ribbes  in  my  fyd,  and  lay  for  the  fpace  of  xvth  dayes, 
in  Perth,  vnder  the  cure  of  phifik,  and  thereafter  I  reteired  to  my  owne 
countrey.  And,  in  the  meantyme  of  my  abfence,  Coill  Makgillefpik,  and 
his  companie,  come  to  the  North  lies,  and  floppet,  the  firfl  night,  at  the 
Yle  of  Camis,  and  thereafter  palled  dere6llie  to  North  Wyeft,  Donald 
Gorme  his  landis,  where  he  wes  refeat,  his  men  enterteaned,  and  Mak- 
intoflies  doghtar,  Donald  Gormes  wyff,  beeng  for  the  tyme  in  that  coun- 
trey, togidder  with  young  Donald  Gorme,  Makkenyees  good  brother, 
fend  to  the  faid  Coill,  beeng  fcant  of  viuerfe,  four  horfe  load  of  meat,  in 
the  whitche  there  wes  two  fwyne,  on  falted,  and  one  vnfalted:  And  the 
faid  Coill,  and  his  companie,  wes  perfwaded,  moved,  and  requeefted,  by 
the  faide  Donald  Gormes  wyff,  and  young  Donald,  and  clann  Neill  Vaine, 
the  fpeciall  tenents  of  North  Wyell,  to  pafe  to  a  yle  of  myne  called  Zirta, 
a  day  and  a  night  failing  from  the  reft  of  the  North  Yles,  far  out  in  the 
ocean  fea;  and,  to  that  effect,  dere6led  two  of  the  tenents  of  North  Wyefl 
to  be  there  guyd  and  pylat  there,  for  they  wer  vnknowen  thame  felues  there, 
and  comeing  to  the  yle,  they  flew  all  the  beaftiall  of  the  yle,  both  kowes 
and  horfl^es,  and  flieepe,  and  took  away  all  the  fpoolyee  of  the  yle ;  onlie 
referved  the  lyves  of  the  enhabitants  therof.  And,  when  all  wes  done, 
they  returned  till  North  Wyeft  againe,  where  they  randered  there  guyde 
and  pyllats  againe,  and  gave  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  all  and  whole  the 
fpoyle  of  my  yle;  and  afore  my  comeing  to  the  yles,  the  faid  Coill  Mak- 
gillefpik pafled  away  fouth  to  Ila  againe.  Now,  fence  I  perfave  lir 
James  hes  brocken  warde  and  come  to  Lochquhaber,  and  out  of  that 
come  to  Moron  and  Knoddort,  where  he  took  perforce  a  young  youth, 
the  fecund  fone  of  Glengarrie,  on  a  worfe,  and  keepes  him  ftill  in  cufto- 
die,  and  the  captanes  fone ;  and  thereafter  come  to  Sleat,  to  Donald 
Gormes  bounds,  where  he  gatt  a  bigg  boat  with  oares,  fale  and  taikleing, 
and  entercoraoned,  at  lenth,  with  Donald  Gorme  there,  and  a  nomber  of 
Donald  Gormes  folkes  of  Sleat,  called  clann  Tarlich,  is  gone  with  him  : 
And  thereafter  palTed  till  the  Yle  of  Egga,  where  he  mett  Coill  and  his 


216  THE   MELROS   PAPERS. 

companye,  togidder  with  his  bafe  fone,  and  a  foue  of  fir  James  MakSorle 
of  the  Route ;  and  they  ar  in  nomber,  as  I  lerne,  tuelfue  or  thretteinth 
fcore,  at  the  prefent  tyme,  and  whidder  they  go  fouth  or  north,  I  can  not 
tell,  at  the  wretteing  heerof.    It  is  my  aduyfe  to  your  lordfhip  and  coun- 
fall,  that  your  lordfiiip  deredl  a  ample  command  and  charge,  till  all  and 
findrie  the  fuperioures  of  the  Yles,  till  convocat  thame  felues  in  armes, 
with  a  full  commiffion  till  everie  one  of  ws  till  perfew  the  faid  rebelles, 
by  fea  and  land,  with  fyre  and  fword,  in  this  forme,  in  thrie  feuerall  ar- 
myes  and  companyees ;  that  is,  Makclainc  of  Doward,  and  Makcleane  of 
Lochbuy,  in  a  companye  and  armye;  Donald  Gorme,  and  the  captane  of 
Clannronald,  in  a  other  armie ;  and  I,  the  larde  of  Coill,  and  Mackyn- 
noun,  and  my  lord  of  Kyntailes  forces,  in  a  other  companye ;  and  let 
euerie  one  of  thir  arniees  endevoire  thamefelues  in  his  maieflies  feruice, 
and  he  that  doeth  beil  therein  have  the  greateft  honour  and  preferrment, 
and  reward  of  his  maieftie  and  counfal.     And  becaus  the  faid  fir  James 
and  his  companyee  hes  taken  thamefelues  to  the  fea,  in  two  barkes,  and 
findrye  other  boates,  it  were  expedyent  that  your  lordfliip  and  counfell 
would  fend  me  ane  commiffion  and  powar  to  embark  any  fliip  I  can  ap- 
prehend, in  thir  lies,  to  the  better  perfute  of  thame  in  thir  lies;  other- 
wife  your  lordlhip  and  counfell  till  furniflie  out  two  or  three  fliippes,  well 
provyded,  to  thir  lies,  and  dere6l  one  of  thame  to  me,  that  I  and  they 
may  concure  togidder  in  his  highnes  feruice ;  and  I  defyre  the  lies  fupe- 
riours  to  be  devyded  in  three  factions,  for  this  cans.     Sir  James  and  the 
rebelles  of  the  clann  Donald  ar  of  kyn,  blod,  and  alia  to  Donald  Gorme, 
and  to  the  captane  of  clann  Ronnald ;  and  fir  James  and  his  rebelles  ar 
deadlie  enemies  to  ISIackclene  and  his  name,  and  they  will  never  aggree 
in  a  companyee  and  armee;  and  as  for  me,  your  lordfliip  knowes  verie 
well  that  I  have  geven  a  proof  of  my  obedience  and  feruice  to  his  maieftie 
and  counfell  alreddye,  in  taking  and  apprehending,  and  delyuering  my 
own  name  and  blood,  the  rebellis  of  the  Lews,  and  in  making  thefe  lands 
peaceable  to  his  maieftie.     Lett  the  reft  do  the  lyk  feruice  now  to  his 
maieftie.  And  it  is  verie  well  knowen  to  his  maieftie  and  nobilitie  of  Scot- 
land, that  my  hous  neuer  rebelled,  nor  yett  fliall  rebell ;  but  as  it  hes 
beene  ay  fubiecSl  to  his  maiefties  will,  fa  fliall  I  contenew,  God  willing, 
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to  my  lyvcs  end;  and  fliall  cndevor  my  felue,  with  all  poffible  force  and 
powar,  till  perfew  thefe  rebells,  and  all  other  rebells  that  fliall  rebell 
againes  his  highnes  authoritie,  yea,  if  it  wer  my  father,  brother,  or  fone; 
for,  bliffed  be  God  and  his  maiefl:ie,  I  have  whereon  to  leeve  his  maief- 
ties  peacyable  fubiedl,  whilk  I  will  not  \offe  for  my  lyve  and  all  the  world: 
and,  if  your  lordfliip  thinkis  it  expedyent,  I  care  not  fupofe  your  lordfliip 
prefent  this  my  letter  to  the  counfall.  I  receaved  my  commiffion  con- 
cerning Coin  Makgillefpik  on  Witfounday,  afore  I  com  home,  and  after 
that  Coin  wes  away  till  Ilae.  I  requoafl  your  lordfliip,  in  hombilitie  and 
homlienes,  till  aduertefe  me  of  all  occurrent  newes.  I  end,  geveing  your 
lordfliip  to  God's  mofl,  holie  tuition, 

Your  Lordfliips  homble  feruitour  at  powar. 


Dunvegane,  18th  of  June  1615. 
Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 


Sir  Rorie  Makcleud. 


"  Copie  of  Makcloyd  Hereis  letter 
to  me,  anent  the  rebels,  and 
Donald  Gorme. 

"  ReflT.  vltinio  Junij  1615." 


CXXXI.—EARL  OF  TULLIBARDINE  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


My  verrie  Honourabill  Good  Lord, 

I  HAUE  reflfauit  M<=  Allan  M>^Ean,  capitane  of  the  Clanronnald,  his 
anfwer  of  my  letter,  quherby  I  perceaue  that  he  is  nocht  previe  to  Sir 

2  E 
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James  liis  brekking  of  waird,  and  is  refoluit  nocht  to  mell  with  thair 
courffis;  for  Sir  Jameis  and  M'^Ronnald  did  all  that  thei  culd  be  meffages, 
to  haue  met  with  him  vpone  pretence  to  haue  delyuerit  him  his  fone,  bot 
he  on  nawayis  wald  haue  ony  midling  with  thame,  nor  wald  nocht  reffaue 
his  fone,  becaus  he  wes  in  thair  cumpany,  without  ane  warrand  of  your 
lordfliips  of  the  counfell.  Bot  I  heir  that  fenfyne,  quhen  Sir  James  tuik 
the  fea,  he  fend  him  frome  him.  Sir  Jameis,  at  his  pafling  out  of 
Lochabber,  wes  only  accumpaneit  with  fourtene  men  and  boyis,  and 
M'=Ronnald  foUowit  him  with  fextene  men  and  boyis :  they  pall  out  that  to 
M"Ean  of  Ardnamurchayis  cuntrie,  quher  Iheir  that  M'^Ean  himfelff,  with 
all  his  cumpany,  ar  with  him,  at  the  leift  thair  is  ane  great  pairte  of  them. 
He  gat  fum  boittis  thair,  and  pad  therfra  langis  the  coift;  bot  he  culd 
haue  no  landing,  nather  in  M*^ Allan  M'^Ean  his  cuntrie,  M^'Clewd  Hereis, 
nor  Donald  Gormis  cuntrie,  ffor  thei  pat  forcis  on  all  the  fea  poirtis  to 
floip  his  landing;  and  I  think  thej  hed  maid  fum  onfet  on  him,  if  thair 
boittis  hed  nocht  bene  all  funk  of  befoir,  for  feir  of  fuppryfing  thame. 
I  heir  he  landit  into  the  lies  of  Rowme  and  Eg,  quher  Coull  M'^Gil- 
lefpic  did  meit  him  with  ane  cumpany  of  hagbutteris,  about  the  number 
of  fewin  fcoir  of  men.  Thair  forme  of  meiting,  as  I  heir,  wes  this:  Sir 
James  and  his  cumpany  flude  in  ane  plaice  be  thame  felfRs,  quher  the 
wthyr  with  his  cumpany  went  round  about  him  onis,  and  at  the  nixt 
going  about  falutit  him  with  thair  woly  of  flioittis,  and  continowit  fua 
fliuitting  and  inviring  of  him  for  the  fpaice  of  halfe  ane  hour,  and  ther- 
efter  com  to  him  euerie  man,  particularie  chapping  hands.  Wpone  the 
morne  thei  conuenit  all  the  haill  belliall,  hors  and  ky,  to  one  plaice, 
quher  thej  thocht  to  haue  flayne  haill;  bot  vpone  bettir  aduyfement, 
thej  flew  onlie  ane  number  of  ky  for  meat,  quhilk  thej  caryit  im- 
mediatlie  to  thair  boittis,  and  therefter  tuik  the  fea,  to  the  number  of 
thre  hunder  men  of  all.  Cole  brocht  him  tua  crearis  and  fum  boittis, 
with  fum  wthyr  boittis  that  Sir  James  himfelff  gat  in  Ardmurche, 
and  fuppryfit  in  wthyr  pairtis.  It  is  thocht  that  thej  haue  tane  thair 
woyage  to  Hay,  and  if  the  cuntrie  be  vpone  thair  gaird,  as  thei  fuld, 
I  think  thej  fall  nocht  perfeitt  mekill.  The  occafioun  of  my  mannis  flay, 
it  wes  lang  befoir  he  culd  get  tryell  quher  M'^AUan  M'^Ean  wes,  for  he 
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wes  buffie  in  gewing  of  ordour  that  Sir  Jamos  fuld  nocht  land  on  ony  of 
his  lies,  and  obfciiring  himfelH'  that  tliej  fuld  nocht  got  him.  I  vnder- 
ftand  he  hes  fend  fum  letters  to  the  counfell,  quhilk  I  think  your  lord- 
fhip  knawis  of  befoir  now.  I  will  requefl  your  lordfliip  to  lat  me  vnder- 
fland  quhat  diredlioun  is  commit  yit  frome  his  maieftie  concernyng  Sir 
James  M'^Coneill,  and  quhat  conclufioun  your  lordfhips  of  counfell  hes 
taikin  thairanent.  Swa,  hawing  na  fardor  at  this  prefent,  committis  your 
lordfliip  to  the  proteiStioun  of  God,  and  reftis 

Your  Lordfliips  euir  afTuirit  freind  and  feruant, 

TuLLIBARDIXE. 

Perthe,  the  24  of  Junij  1615. 


I  vnderfland  Glengarrie  is  prefentlie  in  Edinburgh,  and  is  trublit  be 
my  Lord  Lowat  in  fum  a6lionis  betuix  thame.  I  wald  requefl  your  lord- 
fliip to  be  his  freind,  and  to  forder  him  hame  ouir,  for  I  mynd  to  meit 
with  him  in  his  by  cumming,  and  fall  lay  him  ryght  to  any  thing  that 
concernis  his  maiefteis  feruice  to  his  power,  and  becaus  he  is  dealler 
betuix  me  and  M*" Allan  M<=Ean,  capitane  of  the  Clanronnald,  pleas  your 
lordfliip  wret  to  me  quhat  particular  ye  wald  haue  me  to  lay  to  thair 
chairge,  and  I  fall  do  the  befl;. 

The  pretext  that  Sir  James  M'Coneill  and  M'=Ronnald  myndit  to  haue 
vfit,  to  haue  perfuadit  M'^Allan  M'=Ean  and  Glengarry  to  haue  taikin 
thair  pairte,  is  this  auld  aclioun  that  my  Lord  Lowat  hes  aganis  thame, 
and  the  taikin  M^Allan  M'^Eanis  landis  ouir  his  head  be  Sir  James 
Steuart.  In  my  opinioun,  your  lordfliips  of  the  counfell  fuld  do  weiU  to 
delay  the  difcufllng  of  thir  debaittis  for  ane  quhyle,  till  thir  wthyr  materis 
of  Sir  James  war  fetht. 
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CXXXII.— MAKNEILL  OF  THYNEIS  TO  THE  LORD  SECRETARY 
BINNING. 


My  Lord, 

Your  lordlliip,  accepting  fo  weill  of  my  lafl  newis  of  the  eyllis, 
lies  emboldonit  mee  now  with  moifl  expedition  to  foirfee  your  lordfhip  of 
this  lait  accidence  faUin  out ;  for  the  xxiij""  of  thes  inftant,  Sir  James 
M''Doneill  hindit  in  Yllay,  and  cam  onpercaved  niar  Doneweage,  and 
be  traine  of  a  craftie  fellow  of  the  contree,  the  conflable  of  the  caftell, 
be  name  Alexander  M'^Dowgall,  brother  to  Raraye,  was  broght  furth  be 
thes  fellow  and  fyw  foldiouris  with  him,  and,  cwming  a  little  fpace  frome 
catlell,  war  fett  upon  be  Sir  James  and  Colli  M^Gillefpith,  and  all  thair 
conipanie.  The  gentleman  fpying  them,  maid  for  the  houfe,  and  is 
flaine,  and  thrie  of  his  companie ;  the  houfe  taine,  and  the  pryour  and 
his  tvva  fonnes,  quha  war  within  the  houfe,  but  ar  now  at  libertie,  be  Sir 
James.  Calder  his  haill  companie  is  cum  frome  Eyllay.  Sir  James  was 
four  nights  in  ane  little  Yllan  callit  Collinfaye,  and  flew  ane  numir  of 
merttis ;  he  hes  maid  ane  ftrenth  in  it  vpon  ane  frefch  wattir  loch  in  ane 
eyllane.  Thair  is  no  apeirence  but  ane  vttir  wrake  for  the  haill  fuith 
eyllis,  except  fom  heiftie  remeid  be  founde,  for  the  morne  they  dewyd 
theam  felf.  Sir  James  cwmes  to  luray,  and  Coill  cwmes  to  the  little  eyl- 
lan  that  I  pofl'es  ;  for  the  quhilkis,  I  byde  twa  extremities,  for  thir  rebellis 
perfeuis  my  lyif  and  guidis,  and  my  lord  of  Meidope  be  ragour  of  law. 
In  thir  twa  extremities,  I  moifl  mein  me  to  your  lordflaips  fawour,  that  for 
any  ferwice  or  pleifour  I  can  do,  that  your  lordfliip  hawe  fume  compation 
on  my  prefentt  aflaite.  Becaufe  the  perticular  war  longfum  to  wreat,  I 
hawe  appoyntit  ane  of  my  advocatts,  Adame  Cvvningham,  to  confer  [with] 
your  lordlhip  at  lenth,  that  your  lordfliip  may  find  remeid,  that  I  be  not 
trubillil  be  waris  and  law  at  anes.     This  I  refer  to  your  lordfliip,  and  my 
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puir  ferwice  to  your  difpofitioun  moift  humble  reniembred,  and  my  bald- 
iies  excuifed,  I  lliall  ewir  reft 

Your  Lordfliips  moift  humble,  and  reddie  to 
ferwe  yow  to  death, 

Makneill  of  Thyneis. 


Tliir  in  heift  for  expeditioune.     The  newis  ar  certtane,  and  fallin  out 
on  Setterday  at  morne,  xxiiij  of  this  inftant. 

[June  16,  1(115?] 
Roift,  this  26,  at  night. 


My  Lord,  Sir  James  is  about  iiij'=  men,  all  north  eyllis  men ;  at  the  tak- 
ing of  the  houfe  thrie  of  his  war  flaine;  in  fpeciall,  he  quho  furft  of  all 
tuik  it  frome  the  bifchopes  brother,  callit  Rannald  Oige.  All  the  men 
of  Eyllay  ar  ellis  cum  to  Sir  James,  and  Calders  haillie  expellit,  quherof 
I  am  fuir  [your]  lordfliip  is  not  content. 

To  my  werie  guid  lord,  my  Lord  Se- 
creter,  and  Lord  Beninge,  theis. 


CXXXIII— THAIR  NAMES  WHO  WES  THE  TRATOURIS  TO  THE  HOUS  OF 
DUNEVAIGE. 


JoHNE  M'^DouLL,  Vyre  v'=  Donald. 
Alexander  ^PDoull,  Vyre  his  brother. 
Sorill  M-^Doull,  Vyre  his  brother.    . 
Colli  M'^Doull,  Vyre  his  brother. 
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Duncane  M'^Doull,  Vyre  his  brother,  who  flew  his  maiiler,  Alexander 

M'=Dougall,  with  ane  fchoatt. 
Johne  M'^Alefler,  v'=  Ean,  ane  vther  fervand  of  Alexander,  who  wes 

one  of  the  ploteris,  and  gave  his  maiiler  two  llraikis  with  ane  fword, 

as  is  reportit. 


THAIR  NAMES  WHO  REFUSSIT  TO  CONCUR  WITH  ME,   AND  SKAILLIT  MY 
WATTER   [WACHTER?] 

Coin  M-'Ean,  v-^  Alefter  M^Dougall. 

Alexander  M'=Donochie,  Vyre,  v"  Allane. 

Alexander  M'^Douill,  V=  Alefter. 

Ewir  M<=Ean,  v"^  Ewir,  and 

Johne  M'^Ean  v"=  Ewir,  tua  of  the  clan  Laine. 

Copie  of  the  names  of  thes  who  be- 
traifed  the  caftell  of  Dunywaige 
to  Sir  James  M'Donald,  in  Junij 
1615. 


CXXXIV._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Pleis  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

We  haif  this  moirning  reffauit  advertifment  that  fir  James 
M'Donald,  and  his  complices,  hes  furprifit  and  tane  the  caftell  of  Dunny- 
vaig,  and  hes  flane  the  capitane  and  fome  of  the  keipairis  thairof ;  fua 
that  now  thay  ar  enterit  in  a  oppin  rebellioun,  and  will  not  faill  to  procure 
fome  grite  difordour  in  the  Yllis,  gif  a  prefent  and  fubftantious  courfe 
be  not  tane  for  preventing  and  fuppreffing  thairof.     And  whereas  the 
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geving  of  thair  landis,  over  thair  headis,  to  the  erll  of  Argyle,  and  his 
freindis,  is  pretendit  be  thame  to  be  the  caus,  quhairby  thay  ar  inducit 
to  this  defperat  and  treafounable  rebellioun ;  and  it  being  expe6lit  that 
the  faid  erll  and  his  freindis  fould  not  onlie  haif  retenit  and  haldin  thefe 
landis  vndir  a  perfyte  and  failed  obedience,  fua  that  your  maieftie  nor 
vour  cuntrev,  fould  neuir  haif  bene  forder  troublit  in  that  mater,  hot  that 
thay  otherwyfe  fould  haif  difabilled  thir  rebellis  and  lymmairis  to  haif 
attemptit  onv  difordour  heirefter :  We  haif,  thairfore,  thocht  meete  that 
the  chairge  and  burdyne  of  this  feruice  falbe  layd  vpoun  the  faid  erll, 
and  that  he  and  his  freindis  be  fend  home  with  all  diligence,  with  a  flrait 
chairge  and  diredlioun  to  him  to  accept  vpoun  him  the  lieutennandrie 
and  chairge  of  this  feruice,  and  to  profequute  and  follow  oute  the  fame, 
in  his  awne  perfone,  with  his  haill  pouer,  freindfchip,  and  forces,  and  with 
all  kynd  of  celeritie  and  diligence;  and  for  this  effect,  that  he  go  in  per- 
fone to  Ila,  and  thair  perfew  the  houfe  and  the  rebellis,  and  neuir  leave 
af  the  perfute  of  thame,  quhill  the  houfe  be  recouerit,  the  rebellis  diffipat 
and  fuppreft,  or  put  af  the  cuntrey,  and  that  the  cuntrey  be  reftorit  to 
obedience  and  quietnes.  And  whereas  your  maieftie  had  formarlie  ap- 
pointit  a  fchip  with  a  pinnace  to  come  to  the  Yllis  for  the  perfute  of 
Coill  M'Gillefpik,  we  will  humelie  requeift  your  maieftie,  feeing  your 
maiefteis  cannoun  can  not  be  tranfportit  frome  henfe  to  Ila,  that  your 
maieftie  wilbe  pleafed  to  gif  new  ordour  and  diredlioun  for  fending  of 
the  fliip  and  pinnace  to  Ila,  prouidit  with  cannoun,  and  vther  wearelyke 
furnitour,  to  attend  your  maiefteis  feruice  thair,  in  the  perfute  and  batterie 
of  that  houfe;  and  that  your  maieftie  Viill  refolue  with  the  erll  of  Argyle 
agane  what  tyme  he  will  vndirtak  to  be  thair  with  his  forceis,  to  the  effe6l 
your  maiefteis  cannoun  may  be  reddy  to  meete  him  thair  at  that  tyme,  and 
that  your  maieftie  gif  vnto  him  a  ftrait  chairge  and  dire^lioun  to  haif  a  cair 
of  the  keeping  of  your  maiefteis  cannonis,  and  that  the  fame  come  not 
vndir  the  pouer  nor  reverence  of  the  rebellis,  as  he  will  be  anfuerable 
vpoun  his  lyff.  This  being  a  mater  requireing  haift  and  diligence,  we 
will  humelie  befeik  your  maieftie  to  be  fo  mutche  the  moir  inftant  with 
the  erll  of  Argyle,  to  mak  his  addrefle  home,  to  follow  out  this  bufynes. 
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So,  in  all  reuerence,  recommending  your  facred  maieflie  to  Godis  divyne 
prote6lioun,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  raoft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^  G.  Murray. 

Binning.  A.  Drummond. 

Jo.  Prestoun.  Alex''.  Hay. 

R.   COKBURNE.  W.  OlIPHANT. 

Edinburgh,  the  laft  of  Junij  1615. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CXXXV.—LORD  BINNING  TO  SIR  RORIE  M'LEOD  OF  HARRIS. 


Sir, 

Your  letters,  of  the  18  of  this  monethe,  wer  this  day  delyuered 
to  my  lord  Chanceller  and  me,  quherby  we  perfaue  your  faithfuU  affec- 
tioun  to  do  his  maieftie  good  feruice  againes  his  rebellis,  quherin  I  pray 
yow  to  perfeuere,  conftantlie  following  the  good  exemple  of  your  foir- 
beares;  aflureing  yow,  that  if  your  weele  doing  difTerue  his  maiefties 
favour  and  liberalitie,  he  is  bothe  als  willing,  and  more  powarfull,  to 
recompens  good  feruice,  nor  ony  king  that  euer  reigned  in  this  ile.  We 
haue  knawne  this  day  that  the  rebellis  hes  teane  the  caftell  of  Donyveg, 
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quhiche  makis  thair  rebellioun  moir  manifefl  and  odious,  and  will  force 
his  maieflie  and  counfell  to  vfe  the  greater  powar  and  dilligence  to  ouer- 
thraw  and  puneis  theme.  I  pray  yow  fiek  all  good  occafiounes  to  hairme 
the  traitouris,  and  giue  your  true  concurrance,  with  your  befl  forces,  to 
thofe  quho  fall  perfew  theme  be  his  maiefties  commifEoune.  Your  opi- 
nioun  for  thair  perfute,  mentioned  in  your  letter,  is  verie  gude,  and  weele 
allowed,  as  yow  will  perfaue  be  the  commiffiounes  gevin  to  your  felf  and 
yo\ir  nightbouris,  principall  coramandares  of  the  lies  and  Hielandes.  His 
maieftie  is  adverteifed  with  the  rebellis  proceedingis,  with  aduyce  from  the 
Counfall  to  fend  fchippis  and  cannons  againes  theme,  with  all  other  ne- 
ceflare  forces  and  prouilioune,  as  forder  falbe  concluded,  yow  falbe  aduer- 
teifed.  Nathir  fall  the  wrangis  done  to  yow  be  your  nightbours  be  ne- 
gledlit,  bot  according  to  the  tryell  yow  falbe  repaired.  In  the  meantyme, 
the  Counfall  defyres  yow  to  foirbeare  all  violence  againes  your  night- 
boures ;  bot  if  thay  intend  ony  violence  againes  yow,  defend  your  felfis 
with  all  convenient  moderatioun,  leall  your  particulares  bread  hinderence 
to  his  maiefties  feruice.  So,  hoiping  yow  will  let  me  know  with  diligence, 
all  thingis  falling  furth,  quhiche  yow  fall  think  fit  to  be  fignified  to  the 
Counfall,  I  commit  yow  to  the  protedlioun  of  God.  Edinburghe,  the 
laftof  Junij  [1615.] 

Your  verie  loveing  freend, 

Binning. 


My  Lord  Chauncellare,  and  the  reft  of  the  lordes  of  his  maiefties 
Counfall,  hes  defyred  me  to  adverteife  yow  that  this  letter  muft  be  ac- 
compted  as  ane  anfuer  from  the  hail  Counfall  to  yow. 

I  fall  prefentlie  wryte  to  his  maieftie  the  contents  of  your  letter,  and 
fignifie  to  his  hienes  your  faithfuU  pourpofe  to  giue  him  pruif  of  your  true 
hairt  to  do  him  feruice  ;  therfore,  I  pray  yow,  be  cairefuU  to  fchow  it  be 
gude  effedls  to  efchew  your  owne  repruif  and  myne,  which  can  not  be 

2  F 
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done,  if,  efter  fo  dewtifuU  promeiffis,  you  aither  kythe  flewthfull  or  vn- 
deutifull,  which  I  will  no  wayes  fufpe6l. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  my  anfuer  to   Sir 
Rorie  Makcloyde. 

"  Vlt.  Junij  1615." 


CXXXVI.—SIR  JAMES  MACDONALD  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


My  VERIE   HONOURABILL   GUD   LoRD, 

Pleis  your  lordfhip,  I  wald  haue  writtin  to  your  lordlhip  long 
or  now,  had  not  I  culd  find  no  bearer,  becaus  nane  of  my  awin  dar  go 
thair :  aluyfe  I  will  euir  think  my  felf  bund  for  the  fauour  your  lordfhip 
fchew  me,  at  my  being  lad  in  the  callell,  whome  God  knawis  vtheris  wes 
bent  to  wrong  me  be  thair  fals  accufationis,  whofe  feir,  and  the  report 
they  gaue  out  that  my  lyfe  was  onlye  in  thair  willis.  was  the  onlye  mo- 
tione  of  the  braik  of  ward,  and  no  intentione  nor  defyre  I  had  or  hes  to 
live  as  ane  ribell  or  outlaw,  whiche  traid,  the  Lord  knawes,  I  abhore,  bot 
that  I  wald  gladlie  live  at  libertye,  with  my  lyfe  faif.  And  now,  my  lord, 
I  befeik  your  lordfliip,  for  the  fauour  of  God,  and  my  perpetuall  feruice, 
pitie  me,  and  be  my  freind,  that  his  maieftie  may  be  gratiouflye  moved 
not  to  yeild  to  my  vnfreindis  to  ruit  me  and  my  whole  race  out,  being 
fyve  or  fex  hundret  yeiris  poffeffouris,  and  now  willing  to  obey  and  ferwe 
his  maieftie  in  all  humilitie,  I  feing  how  I  and  my  pure  freindis  may  live  : 
And  if  your  lordfliip  culd  find  the  meanis,  that  his  maieftie  and  counfall 
may  be  moved  to  let  me  poffes  this  pure  iland,  paying  for  it  as  anie  vther 
may,  or  hes  yitofferitto  do,  and  getting  my  pardone,  [I]  fall  find  fufficient 
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fiiretie  both  for  my  yeirlie  dewlye  and  the  peace  and  quyetnes  of  me  and 
all  that  dwellis  vnder  me.  Gif  your  lordlhip  may  or  will  do  me  any  guid 
in  this,  I  will  not  onlie  be  ane  to  do  your  lordfliip  guid  feruice,  bot,  with 
Goddis  graice,  let  your  lordfhip  fie  my  thankfulnes.  I  befeik  your  lord- 
fliip, for  Goddis  caufe,  be  playne  with  me,  and  if  his  maieftie  may  not  be 
moved  to  let  me  haue  this  iland,  diminiffing  nothing  of  his  maieflies  com- 
moditie,  that  your  lordfliip  will  let  me  know  be  your  advife,  be  what  vther 
meanis  his  maieftie  may  be  moved  to  grant  ane  generall  pardone  to  me 
and  all  myne,  and  that  we  may  haue  to  fufteine  ws  in  fum  meafour,  leifl, 
we  be  forcit,  being  without  anie  living,  to  opprefs  vtheris.  This,  abyiding 
your  lordfliips  anfuer,  committing  yow  to  God,  I  reft 

Your  Lordlhips  euir  to  command, 

S''.  Ja.  Makdonald. 

July  1  [1615?] 


My  lord,  if  his  maieftie  be  not  willing  that  I  fall  be  his  heighnes  ten- 
nent  in  Ila,  for  Goddis  caufe,  let  his  maieftie  hauld  it  in  his  awin  hand, 
for  that  is  certane,  I  will  die  befoir  I  fie  a  Campbell  pofl!es  it;  and  his 
maieftie  haulding  it  in  his  awin  hand,  his  maieftie  may  haue  ane  thoufand 
merkis  mair  be  yeir  nor  Calder  fuld  pay,  I  making  it  quyt  of  me  and 
my  kin,  whiche  I  will  do,  vpoun  fuche  reafonabifl  conditionis  as  I  will 
fchow  your  lordfliip,  if  ye  may  afliire  me  that  ye  may  get  his  maieftie 
brocht  to  this  poynt,  and  in  the  meantyme  no  imployment  to  be  givin 
aganis  me  till  your  lordfliip  fie  how  this  may  be  brocht  to  pas.  As  for 
this  houfe  of  Duneveg,  whiche  I  tuik  in  four  and  tuenty  houris  frome 
Calderis  men,  your  lordfliip  getting  me  fauour  of  his  maieftie,  the  houfe 
falbe  to  ferve  his  maieftie,  and  neuer  to  be  keipit  aganis  his  hienes;  and 
if  his  maiefties  awin  gaird  or  the  bifchopes  had  bein  in  the  houfe,  befoir 
God,  I  wald  neuer  perfew  it ;  bot  finding  thefe  in  it  who  crewellie  op- 
preft  the  pure  cuntrie,  wes  the  onlie  fuitteris  both  of  my  lyfe  and  landis, 
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I  wald  I  culd  do  thame  mair  difgrace.     Referring  all  to  your  lordfliips 
confideratione  and  anfueir,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfliips  euer  to  be  commandit, 

S«.  Ja.  M'Donald. 

July  1. 

Diredl  on  the  bak,  to  my  Lord 
Secretare. 


CXXXVII.—ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


Ryght  Noble  Lord, 

Efter  the  wreiting  of  this  packat,  on  of  ray  fpyes  come  to  me, 
quha  reportis  that  Sir  James  company  is  pairt  of  Donnald  Gorme  men, 
pairt  of  the  Capitan  Clanrannald  men,  and  of  M'Cloid  men.  All  the 
company  in  Kintyre  ar  going  with  him.  The  traitoures  of  the  Clandon- 
nald,  owir  quha  betrayit  thair  maifter,  ar  thair  fpayes,  in  thir  boundis  of 
Lome.  They  expe6l  no  earmy  to  come  on  them.  Not  having  farder, 
to  new  occafioune,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfliips  to  my  powar, 

Ar.  Campbell. 


Ardchattan,  the  xvi  of  July  [1615?] 
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CXXXVIII— [MAKNEIL  OF  THYNEIS?]  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


Mv  Lord, 

My  humble  dewtie  remembred  ;  it  will  pleis  your  lordfhip,  that 
fene  I  wret  to  3'our  lordfliip  laft,  Donnald  Gorme,  Sir  James  baflard  fone, 
came  into  Kintyre,  the  number  of  tuentie  four  fouldiours,  and  finding  the 
kingis  houfe  in  Keanloch  woid,  without  any  in  it,  hes  tane  the  fame  vpone 
Wednefday  laft.  Sir  James,  Coill  IV^Allibi',  and  the  haill  rebels,  of 
the  number  of  foure  hundreth,  came  to  Yla  to  Kintyre,  and  ar  glaidlie 
reflaved  of  many  of  cuntrie  men  thair.  The  haill  fpeciall  inhabitants  of 
Yla  ar  alfo  with  the  rebels :  two  fpeciall  men  that  held  of  Argyle  befoir 
ar  newlie  rebellit  with  thame.  M'^Duphe  of  Collinfon  and  his  haill 
name,  and  Donnald  Gigaith  Makeain,  who  held  Jurah  of  Argyle,  thofe 
two  chiftanes  ar  gaine  with  the  rebels,  threfcore  and  foure,  and  remaines 
in  Kintyre  in  pairtis  neireft  Argyll,  as  yet  making  thair  boaft,  and  work- 
ing to  be  at  the  Tarbert,  quhilk  is  nyne  myls  within  Argyles  boundis,  this 
night  or  the  morne.  Auchinbrek  hes  convocat  all  that  he  could,  and  is 
to  relift  thame,  and  to  perfew  in  cace  they  pas  the  boundis  of  Kintyre  : 
He  hes  left  companies  to  keip  all  boundis  and  coiftis  near  thair  perfute  : 
he  is  cairfuU  to  difchairge  ane  honeft  dewtie  in  that  he  hes  taine  in  hand. 
Many  pairtis  neireft  Kintyre  caftin  weaft,  infpeciall  my  haill  eftate  and 
my  freindis,  which,  if  the  treuth  war  knowne  to  your  lordfliip,  your  lord- 
fhip wald  lament  it.  The  rebels,  in  fo  ffar  as  I  can  learne,  prefumes  to 
no  les  nor  more  then  euer  thair  forebeiris  had,  except  it  pleafe  God 
and  his  maieftie  to  provyd  fum  fuddane  remedie,  for  the  rebels  difpairis 
of  any  perfute,  and  allures  many  to  follow  thame,  be  alTuring  thame  of 
Argyles  death,  fo  Argyles  lang  ftay  makis  all  thair  pryde  to  increas  :  all 
the  cuntries  ar  aloft.     Quhat  fall  fucceid,  your  lordfliip  fall  heir,  as  all 
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occafions  offers.  So  long  as  I  bruik  liff,  your  lordfliip  fall  be  aflured  of 
the  poore  fervice  I  may  or  can  be  able  to  do.  .Praying  God  for  your 
lordfliips  happines,  I  reft,  and  ever  to  death  fall  remaine, 

Your  Lordfhips  moft  humble  and  alvvayes 
ready  to  ferve  yow, 

Mackneil  of  Thyneis. 

Thyneis,  29  July  1615. 

This  day  we  ar  all  wairned  be  Auchinbrek,  and  paffes  fordward. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  the  letter  fent  to  me 
be  Hedlor  Makneil. 

"  Refi;  4  Aug.  1615." 


CXXXIX— LORD  BINNING  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ARGYLE. 


My  most  Honorabill  Good  Lord, 

Thinking  my  felff  aflured  that  your  lordfliip  wald,  according  to 
your  promeis  contenit  in  your  letter  of  the  24  fent  to  me,  begin  your 
journey,  fomeward  vpone  the  nixt  day,  and  end  it,  at  fardeft,  within  ten 
or  tuell   dayes,    I  certified   the   counfall   thairof,    and,    be   letteris    to 
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Auchinbrek  and  vtheris,  affirmed,  wndowtedlie,  that  your  lordfhip 
wald  keip  that  dyet ;  bot  now  wnderflanding  your  lordfliips  cairlefnes  of 
that  weightie  chairge,  quhilk  ye  have  wndertaine  aganis  the  tratours  who 
dayhe  growes  in  number,  force,  and  prefumptioun,  becaus  they  find  no 
refiftance,  far  les  perfute  aganis  them,  quherby  they  have  left  fum  forces 
in  Ila  to  keip  Duneveig  and  Lochgorne,  and  Makoneill  felff,  and  fex 
hundreth  with  him,  having  maid  thamefelffis  maifteris  of  Kintyre,  ar  fo 
fwelled  in  pryde,  that  they  have  fent  the  fyre  corfe  throw  the  cuntrie, 
and  wairned  all  the  inhabitants  betuix  Tarbert  and  the  Mull  of  Kintyre, 
to  tak  thair  land  of  the  traitour  Makoneill.  We  heir  of  fo  much  bold- 
nes  in  the  rebells,  and  fear  in  the  cuntrie  people,  as  we  expedl  daylie  to 
heir  of  thair  farder  futting  vpone  your  lordfliips  cuntrie  of  Argyle,  which 
vour  owne  people  does  fearfullie  apprehend.  We  ar  aflured  of  Auchin- 
brekis  faithfulnes  to  his  maieflie  and  your  lordlliip,  bot  do  exceedinglie 
diftrufl  his  gouernement,  in  refpe6l  of  his  owne  feiklines,  the  difloyaltie 
of  many  of  the  Iriflie  people,  and  boldnes  and  fubtilitie  of  the  rebels,  too 
able  to  kep  advantage  of  him:  nather  will  I  conceall  that  your  lordfliips 
name  is  envyed;  your  owne  autoritie  and  wounted  eflimation  infinitlie 
impaired  be  your  abfence  and  negle6t  of  your  cuntrie,  and  releiff  of  your 
freindis  engadged  and  wraiked  for  your  debtis :  and  now,  if  your  lordlliip 
fall  kythe  cairles  or  flouthfull  and  fluggiflie  in  this  great  chairge,  ye  will 
increas  the  libertie  of  your  ewilwillars,  who  have  boldlie  fpokin  to  your 
difadvantage  and  difcredit,  difcourage  his  maieflies  good  fubiedls,  em- 
bolden the  rebells,  and  mak  your  talk  more  difficle  nor  your  lordfliip 
apprehends.  My  affe6lioun  to  my  maiefties  honour  and  refpedl,  and 
goodwill  to  your  lordfliips  felff",  makis  me  to  wryt  more  liberallie  in  this 
matter  nor  vtheris  wiU,  which  I  hope  and  requeafl  your  lordfliip  may  tak 
in  good  pairt ;  earnefllie  befeiking  your  lordfliip,  all  empefchments  re- 
moved, to  come  heir  with  all  poflible  expeditioun  and  refolution,  to  go 
fordward  with  wifdom  and  diligence.  Your  lordfliip  will  find  that  your 
following  your  owne  will  aganis  my  opinion,  in  purchafling  ane  commif- 
fioun  in  this  fervice,  to  ane  particular  number  of  the  counfall,  will  do 
hinder  to  the  buflines,  bot  the  nixt  befl  mufl:  be  done,  nothing  being  able 
to  remove  all  difficulties,  bot  your  lordfliips  prefence  and  diligence,  which 
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I  recommend  to  your  lordlhip,  as  ye  affe6l  your  maifters  favour,  and 
your  owne  honour.  So,  luiking  for  your  lordfliips  extreame  diligence,  to 
amend  bypaft  fleuth  and  ouerfights,  I  commit  your  lordfhip  to  the  pro- 
te6lioun  of  God.     Edinburgh,  this  fyft  of  Auguft. 

Your  Lordfliips  verie  affe6lionat  to  ferve  yow. 

Binning. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning: 

"  Copie  of  my  letter  to  the  Erie 
of  Argyle. 

"  5  Auguft  1615." 


cxl.—lord  binning  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Be  the  copies  of  the  letters  writtin  to  me  be  the  Laird  of 
Auchinbrek,  and  Heftor  Makneill,  fent  heirwith  to  your  maieftie,  the 
eftate  of  the  Hielandis  will  be  trewlieft  knowne,  and  how  neceffar  it  is 
that  the  Erie  of  Argyle  haift  thither.  His  flow  returne  hes  emboldened 
the  rebels.  I  perfuaded  the  Archibifchop  of  Santandrois  to  ftay  in 
Edinburgh  till  the  erles  cumming,  and  I  came  to  this  place  to  meit  him, 
and  haift  him ;  and  this  day  having  rencontred  him,  have  prayed  him  to 
difpatche  letters  from  the  counfall  to  the  commiflionars  of  the  lies,  to  be 
in  Edinburgh  vpon  Sonday  at  night,  the  20  of  this  moneth,  that  he  being 
advyfed  and  authorifed  be  thame,  may  with  all  fpeid  go  to  the  Hielandis 
aganis  the  rebels.  He  is  this  night  to  wryte  to  his  freindis  in  Argyle  of 
his  being  in  Edinburgh,  and  refolution  to  haift  to  that  cuntrie.  He  is 
to  fend  to  Aire  to  learne  Capten  Wodis  eftate,  if  he  be  cum  thither,  and 
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if  he  be  not  yet  cum,  to  dire6l  the  proueft  and  bailzies  to  mak  him 
fpeidie  wairning  when  the  Capten  fall  cum.  I  have  not  concealed  from 
him  what  is  talked  of  his  flownes,  and  what  opinion  is  confaued  and 
vttered  be  fum,  that  fince  his  infeftment  and  Cadels  of  the  lands  of  Kin- 
tyre  and  Ila,  hes  driuen  thir  rebels  to  attempt  thir  defperat  courfes,  that 
they  having  fufficient  power  to  repreffe  thame,  fould  do  it  be  thair  owne 
forces,  and  at  thair  owne  chairges.  He  aunfwers  that  he  will  do  fo  for 
Kintyre,  and  doutes  not  but  Cadell  will  do  all  that  he  can  to  debate  Ila, 
bot  thay  can  not  hinder  the  rebels  to  go  to  vther  pairtis  of  the  lies  and 
Mayneland,  whair  thay  can  not  be  preafed  to  perfew  thame.  I  did  not 
infill  in  the  pourpofe,  which  I  onlie  moved  to  wairne  him  of  the  danger 
of  his  reputation,  if  he  fall  not  proceid  fincerelie  and  forwardlie  in  the 
bufines,  whairin  he  profeffis  verie  dewtifull  affedlion.  None  of  his  freindis 
ar  yet  returned  from  Court  except  Lundie.  Auchinbrek  is  vnfitt  for  fer- 
uice,  which  I  think  fall  be  beft  fupplied  be  Lawers.  Yifterday,  the 
Archibifchop  of  Santandrois  caufed  your  maiefties  commandement  con- 
cerning Sinclair,  Wilkie,  and  Cruikfchank,  refettars  of  the  Jefuites,  to 
be  executed  with  great  fecrecie,  well  kept  to  the  very  moment  of  the  ex- 
pedled  execution,  and  then  caufed  convoy  thame  bak  to  prifon,  to  be 
baneiffed  according  to  your  maiefties  laft  warrand.  It  may  pleafe  your 
maieftie  to  caufe  tak  ordour  with  the  Erie  of  Caffils,  for  renunciation  of 
his  heritable  bailzerie  of  Carrik.  So,  befeiking  God  long  to  preferue 
your  maieftie  in  health,  happines,  and  contentment,  I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfull, 
and  bund  feruand, 

Binning. 

Innernock,  16  Auguft  [1615?] 

To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 

2  G 
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cxlii.— lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  HAUE  fene  fo  many  pruiffs  of  the  toune  of  Edinburghs  euer 
reddie  affedlion  and  fordwardnes  in  all  his  maiefties  feruices,  as  I  might 
be  accompted  more  vndewtifuU  to  his  maieftie  nor  to  thame,  if  I  fould 
not  beare  witnes  thairof  at  all  occafions.  Thay  ar  informed  that  John 
Young  is  gone  to  court,  with  commiffion  from  Leith,  to  informe  his 
maieftie,  finiftrouflie,  of  thame,  and  to  requyre  things  to  thair  preiudice; 
whairby  thay  ar  raoued  to  fend  this  bearer,  Maifter  John  Hay,  thair 
clerk,  to  anfueir  for  thame,  with  warrand  of  trueth  and  reafon.  Your 
fauour  in  the  help  of  his  gude  accefs,  and  your  affiftance  in  thair  laufull 
affaires,  may  greatlie  pleafour  thame,  and  obleis  thame  to  yow.  At  your 
being  with  thame,  thay  expreffed  thair  loue  and  refpe6l,  and  profeffe 
thair  defyre  and  honeft  intention  to  giue  yow  better  pruif,  if  yow  haue 
occafion  to  imploy  thame,  which  makis  me  the  more  willing  to  recom- 
mend thair  agent  to  your  fauour  and  gude  affiftance,  becaus  I  know 
thame  euer  faithfull  to  his  maieftie,  and  am  aflured  that  thay  will  alwayes 
be  dewtifull  when  your  affaires  fall  requyre  pruif  of  thair  thankfulnes. 
So,  hoping  that  yow  will  freindlie  affift  the  bearer,  according  to  vour 
wounted  kyndnes,  and  the  expe6latioun  of  your  freinds  and  comburgeffis, 
I  commit  yow  to  the  prote6lion  of  God.    Edinburgh,  4  Odlober  [1615?] 

Your  moft  affedlionat  and  obedient  freind. 

Binning. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfuU  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his 
Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at  Court. 
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CXLUI.—THE  EARL  OF  ARGYLE  TO  LORD  BINNING. 

My  verie  Gude  Lord, 

As  I  vvret  to  your  lordfliip,  in  my  lafl  lettres,  from  the  Lodinnis 
in  Hay,  that  efter  I  had  landit  my  men,  I  maid  ane  onfet  on  the  rebels, 
quher  they  war  incampit  at  Ilanourfa,  in  Hay,  quher  the  greatefl  pairt  of 
the  rebels  boattis  was  apprehendit,  and  if  it  had  not  bene,  that  fum  of  the 
tennents  war  neir  to  my  camp,  and  foing  my  forces  row  away  in  thair 
boattis,  the  moone  fliyning,  who  prefentlie  maid  on  great  beakins  vpone 
the  tope  of  ane  hie  hill,  the  quhilk,  fo  fone  as  Sir  James  did  fie  befor  my 
men  w-ar  at  him  be  fex  or  feavin  myllis  of  fea,  he  went  to  his  boat,  ac- 
companied with  M'^Rannald,  Sorle  M'^James,  and  fum  four  and  tuentie  or 
threttie  with  thame,  vtherwayes  he  could  not  have  efcaped.  As  they  war 
going  into  thair  boattis,  fum  of  the  principall  tennentis  of  Hay  defyred 
him  to  have  flayed,  and  becaus  they  had  hazard  all  for  him,  and  knew 
thair  wald  be  no  mercie  fchawin  to  thame,  they  fould  all  die  at  his  feit, 
bot  M'^Rannald  perfwadit  him  to  the  contrar.  Efter  his  going  from  Hay, 
he  maid  his  firft  cours  towardis  Inchedaholl,  ane  ile  vpone  the  bak  of 
Inchewin,  in  Ireland.  Sorle  M'^James,  and  his  cumpanie  of  Iriflimen,  did 
leave  him  thair,  and  ar  fled  to  the  woodis  of  Ireland.  I  have  writtin  to 
the  commanders  of  thefe  places  to  be  cairfuU  in  apprehending  of  thame  ; 
and  vther  of  his  boattis  being  manned  with  fum  of  the  tennenttis,  in  Kin- 
tyre,  who  neuer  left  Sir  James,  wntill  he  was  brought  to  fuch  extremitie, 
ar  fled  from  him  and  cum  to  Kintyre.  They  affirme  that  Sir  James  his 
refolution  is,  to  cafl  himfelff"  in  fum  great  mans  lap,  who  will  interceid  at 
his  maiefl;ies  handis  for  him.  I  have  fent  fpies  both  to  Lochaber  and  to 
the  North  lies,  if  he  go  thair,  for,  in  my  opinion,  he  dar  not  adventure  to 
flay  in  thir  pairtes.  I  am  certanlie  informed  thair  is  not  ane  man  with 
him  bot  thrie  faue  and  himfelff.  At  Sir  James  his  way  going  out  of 
Hay,  all  the  tennentis  of  the  cuntrie  flayed  behind  him  :  Coll  M'^Gillefpic 
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having  the  keiping  of  the  caflle  of  Duneveg,  and  the  He  of  Lochgorrae, 
he  ilayed  in  his  ftrenthis,  and  followed  not  Sir  James.  Befor  the  landing 
of  his  maiefties  cannon  to  the  caftle,  Coll  fubmitted  him  felff  and  cam 
in  :  he  hes  randerit  both  the  caftle  and  ile  to  me,  and  hes  delyverit  Coline 
Campbell  of  Kilberrie,  who  was  his  prifoner  :  lykwayes  he  has  wndertakin 
to  do  fuch  fervice  as  may  releif  himfelff.  I  have  apprehendit  all  the  prin- 
cipall  ringleadars,  and  fuch  as  could  be  tryed  to  have  gone  willinglie  with 
Sir  James  :  fum  of  them  I  am  to  fend  to  the  Lordis  Commiffioners,  and 
the  reft  I  will  execut  heir.  I  have  prefentlie  imployed  Coll  M'=Gillefpik 
in  fervice  againft  thefe  that  ar  outlawis,  whois  faeces  your  lordfhip  will 
know  at  my  nixt  adverteifment.  M'^Rannald  his  fonnes,  and  Glengarrie 
his  brother,  ar  gone  to  their  owne  cuntries,  and  I  haue  fent  efter  thame. 
So  fone  as  I  have  endit  heir  in  Hay,  I  intend  to  returne  bak  to  Kintvre, 
and  to  fpair  none  that  willinglie  joyned  with  the  rebel  Sir  James,  for  the 
greateft  part  of  thame  ar  in  Kintyre  and  Arran.  So  fone  as  I  can  trv 
quhat  pairt  of  his  maiefties  dominions  Sir  James  hes  takin  him  to,  your 
lordfhip  fall  be  aflured  I  fall  not  be  long  wnperfewing  him.  I  fall  Ivk- 
wayes,  God  willing,  tak  fuch  ane  ordour  with  thofe  that  hes  followit  him, 
as  his  maieftie  fall  not  neid  to  dowt  of  gude  obedience  in  thir  pairtes  in 
tyme  cuming.  My  lord,  the  extremitie  of  the  wether,  and  diftance  of  tlie 
place,  hes  bene  the  caus  that  I  haue  bene  fo  long  in  adverteifing  of  your 
lordfhip  of  my  proceidings  :  fo,  for  the  prefent,  I  reft 

Your  Lordiliips  aflured  freind, 

Argyle. 

Duneveg,  13  Odlober  1615. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning : 

"  Copie  of  the  Erie  of  Argyles 
letter  to  me. 

"  Refl'.  16  October  1615." 
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CXLIV.—LORD  BINNING  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ARGYLE. 


Mv   MOST   HoNORABILL   GuD   LoRD, 

I  RESSAVED,  this  iiiglit,  vouf  lordfliips  letters  of  the  13  of  this 
inoneth,  from  Duneveg,  making  mention  of  Coles  incuming  to  your  lortl- 
Ihip,  and  Sir  James  his  efcape,  with  all  thefe  that  ever  I  had  naimed 
principall  men  in  this  cumpanie;  hot  I  hope  your  lordfliip  will  have  cair, 
fo  far  as  can  be,  to  mak  ane  gud  count  of  them  to  his  maieflie:  your 
lordfliips  letters  have  cum  heir  with  gud  fpeid,  being  writtin  vpon  the  13 
at  Duneveg  ;  bot  ane  paket  fent  from  this  to  court,  vpone  the  12  of  this 
inftant,  conteinit  aduerteifment  from  my  Lord  Chancellour  to  court,  of  all 
that  your  lordfliips  letters  of  the  13  hes  now  brought  to  me,  quhilk  I  fall 
iignifie  to  court  with  all  convenient  diligence,  expedling  better  nowellis 
be  your  lordfliips  nixt  adverteifment,  quhilk  I  pray  God  to  fend.  At  the 
nixt  melting  of  the  counfall,  I  think  thair  will  be  ane  great  number  of  the 
commiffioners,  to  whome  all  your  lordfliips  proceidings  fall  be  communi- 
cat.  I  think  your  lordfliip  will  do  wyflie,  to  advyfe  quhat  courfe  is  molt 
fit  to  be  taine  with  his  maiellies  fchippis,  for,  if  your  lordfliip  have  no 
neceflar  vfe  of  thame,  thair  fl;aye  in  thefe  feas  idillie  can  awaill  nothing, 
bot  may  put  his  maieflie  to  great  charges,  and  bring  danger  to  the 
fchippis  (quhilk  God  forbid):  alwayes  fo  long  as  your  lordfliip  has  necef- 
far  vfe  of  thame,  his  maieflie  and  the  counfell  will  vndowtedlie  allow  that 
vour  lordfliip  reteine  thame,  and  imploy  thame  in  any  neidful  fervice. 
This  Mofle  wiU  bring  to  your  lordfliip  ane  lettre  of  the  erle  of  Lowthians, 
quhilk  mifled  the  lafl;  paket,  with  fum  vthers  fent  to  me  fenfyne  be 
Maifler  Williame  Browne.  Thingis  heir  ar  quyet,  prayfed  be  God.  I 
think  befor  this  tyme  your  lordfliip  hes  hard  that  vpone  the  26  of  Sep- 
tember, the  Lady  Arbella  deceafed  in  the  Towre.  In  France  the  troubles 
increafles,  and,  nevertheles,  the  king  goes  fordwart  to  his  mariage.  So, 
befeiking  God  to  grant  your  lordfliip  the  honour  and  happines  to  cut 
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oft'  the  ruttes  and  headis  of  the  lies  rebeUioun,  and  expedling  that  heir- 
efter,  your  lordfliips  fallowars  or  nighbouris,  fall  not  prevent  your  lordfhip 
in  the  report  of  your  proceidings,  I  refl 

Your  Lordfliips  moft  ready  freind  to  do  yow  fervice, 

Binning. 

Barnbougall,  Monenday  at  night, 
16  Oaober. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  my  letter  to  the  Erie 
«  of  Argyle." 


CXLV — LORD  BINNING  TO  ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL. 


Loving  Freind, 

I  BESSAVED  your  letters  of  the  15  of  this  raoneth,  from  Dune- 
veg,  bot  no  newes  in  thame ;  becaus,  vpone  the  12  day,  I  hard  the  fub- 
llance  of  all  that  your  letters  beares,  quhilk  that  fame  12  day  was  writtin 
to  court  be  my  lord  Chancellour.  I  am  glad  that  my  lord  is  maifler  of 
thefe  ftrenthis,  and  forie  that  all  the  principall  men  ar  efcaped,  except 
Coil,  who  hes  gottin  conditions ;  bot  I  hope  that  my  lords  diligence,  wif- 
dome,  and  gud  luk,  fall  overtak  thame,  and  red  his  maieftie,  and  the 
cuntrie,  of  thair  cummer ;  for,  if  it  fould  fall  vtherwayes  furth  (as  God 
forbid),  yow  know  quhat  conftrudlions  men  wald  mak  of  the  great  pre- 
paratioun  maid  be  fea  and  land,  at  fo  great  charges  to  his  maieftie, 
without  any  effedl,  bot  the  wrack  of  the  poore  beggerlie  tennentis  of  Ilav 
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and  Kintyre;  for  fince  Sir  James,  and  his  fone,  with  M'Rannald  and  his 
ibne,  and  Glengarries  fone,  and  M'Sorle,  ar  all  efcaped,  and  Coll  par- 
doned, I  know  not  quhat  ringleadars  thefe  ar  whome  ye  wryt  ye  ar  to 
bring  in;  alwayes,  it  is  gud  that  thair  forces  ar  fcattered,  without  harme 
or  danger;  yit,  fo  long  as  the  heades  ar  all  to  the  fore,  the  rebellioun 
will  never  be  thought  quenched;  quherfor,  I  know  my  lord  will  have  fiich 
cair  as  agrieth  with  his  honour,  and  his  maieflies  expe6latioun.  I  have 
no  certantie  of  the  thefaurare  deputes  dyet,  bot  I  hope  he  will  be  heir 
about  Hallowmes,  and  will  affuredlie  performe  his  promeis,  yours  being 
obferved,  quhilk  I  hartelie  wiflie.  So,  remembring  my  loving  commen- 
datiounis  to  your  brother  Collin,  and  praying  yow  to  prevent  your  curious 
nighbouris  in  the  adverteifments  of  my  lords  proceidings,  quhilk  I  wiflie 
may  be  profperous,  I  reft 

Your  verie  loving  freind  at  power. 

Binning. 

[October  1615?] 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  my  letter  to  Archibald 
Cambell." 


CXLVI.— ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL  TO  LORD  BINNING. 

My  verie  Honourable  Gude  Lord, 

Your  lordlliips  lettres  of  the  4  and  5  of  Odlober,  from  Edin- 
hurgii  and  Barnbougall,  came  heir  to  my  lord  vpone  the  18  of  this  inftant ; 
the  caus  of  thair  ftay  fo  long  be  the  way,  and  that  your  lord(hi|)  lies  not 
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more  frequent  adverteifment  feiit  from  this,  is  the  extremitie  of  the  windis 
and  the  currenttis  that  runis  fo  ftronglie  in  thir  feas,  quhilk  makis  it  almoft 
wnpallable  betuix  this  He  and  the  Mayn.  My  Lordis  lettre  heirin  inclofed 
will  fufficientlie  informe  your  lordfliip  of  the  fucces  of  his  maieflies  fer- 
vice.  Thofe  that  ar  already  execut,  ar  not  of  the  number  that  Coll 
M'' Gillefpik  hes  apprehendit.  My  lord  intendis  tomorrow,  if  wind  and 
weather  ferve,  to  go  to  Kintyre,  and  hes  left  a  roll  of  certain  perfones  with 
Caddie,  who  ar  to  be  takin  ordour  with,  and  to  that  effeft  hes  gewin  him 
commiffioun.  So  that,  on  my  credit  to  your  lordfliip,  thair  is  nothing  left 
vndone  in  Hay  that  concernes  the  weill  of  his  maiefl^ies  fervice,  or  can  do 
gude  to  Caddie,  quherof  I  dowt  not  he  will  acquaint  your  lordfliip  him- 
felff.  The  greatefl:  number  of  the  rebels  ar  in  Kintyre :  they  ar  watched 
fo  that  they  can  not  efcape.  I  hope  my  lord  fall  no  foonner  cum  to  Kin- 
tvre,  hot  your  lordfliip  fall  heir  of  deu  executioun.  I  can  heir  no  certantie 
if  M'^Rannald  be  gone  to  his  owne  cuntrie;  or  if  he  be  gone  to  fchift  a 
bark  or  a  fchip  to  carie  him  away;  bot  it  is  certane  that  he  hes  pairted 
cumpanie  with  Sir  James.  As  I  wret  to  your  lordfliip  befor,  my  lord  hes 
fent  both  to  Lochaber  and  Glengares  boundis,  to  fie  quhat  may  be  done 
againfl  the  rebels.  Your  lordfliip  may  eafelie  confidder  how  difficle  a 
thing  it  is,  to  find  out  fuch  a  number  of  ranagates,  who  drawis  themfelfis 
to  lurk  in  diverfe  corneris  of  tlie  kingdome;  yet,  I  hope  in  God,  although 
it  be  paines  to  the  Erie  of  Argyle,  and  to  thofe  that  fallowis  him,  his 
maiefl:ie  fall  have  a  fufficient  compt  maid,  or  it  be  long,  of  thefe  vilanis. 
As  concerning  the  refl  of  the  Handeris  I  will  wryt  nothing  at  this  tyme, 
bot  I  hope  the  exa6l  performance  of  this  fervice  fall  niak  them  a  littill 
more  tra6lable  then  they  have  bein  heirtofore.  I  beleif,  feing  the  fervice 
is  cum  to  fuch  perfe6lion,  that  my  lord  expe6lis  not  any  more  pay  from 
the  Thefaurar,  vnles  it  be  for  a  verie  few  number,  and  a  fchort  tyme. 
Quhen  your  lordfliip  heiris  the  particular,  I  dowt  not  bot  your  lordfliip  will 
find  it  verie  reafonable.  I  think  it  expedient,  that,  in  your  firft,  lettre  to 
my  lord,  your  lordfliip  wryt,  that,  feing  thair  is  not  fex  of  the  rebels  to- 
gidder,  it  is  thought  expedient  that  thair  be  no  more  pay  fent,  wntill  your 
lordfliip  know  from  my  lord  quhat  number  it  requifed  for  the  prefent.  I 
will  not  trouble  your  lordfliip  with  remembrance  of  any  particular  any 
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more;  natlier  dowt  I  of  your  lordfliips  favour,  if  it  be  my  gud  hap  to  de- 
ferve  it,  as,  God  knawis,  I  am  moft  defyrous,  and  fall  ever  remaine 

Your  Lordfliips  to  ferve  yow, 

A*.  Campbell. 

Duneveg,  20  06lob.  1615. 


At  my  lordis  cuming  to  Kintyre,  he  intendis  to  difmifle  the  Charles 
and  the  bark,  quherin  the  ordinances  ar,  feing  they  ar  chargeable  to  his 
maiellie,  and  is  to  keip  Captane  Wood  with  the  ordinance,  wntill  your 
lordfliip  heir  ane  accompt  of  the  fervice,  and  that  his  maieftie  conclud 
quhat  farder  is  to  be  done  in  thir  pairtes. 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  Archibald  Cam- 
bells  letter  to  me. 

"RefT.  28  Oa.  1615." 


CXLVII LORD  BINNING  TO  ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL. 


Loving  Freind, 

I  HAVE,  according  to  my  dewtie,  adverteifed  my  lord,  be  my 
letter,  that  the  commiflioners  for  the  lies,  and  fuch  of  the  counfall  as 
conveined  this  day,  mervell,  that  my  lord  wret  nothing  in  his  lafl  letters 

2h 
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concerning  the  diffoluing  of  his  men  at  the  end  of  this  moneth,  before 
quhilk  tyme  they  think  the  opportunitie,  tyme  and  power,  to  do  all  that 
force  requyred ;  and  if  any  thing  foiild  therefter  reft  to  be  done,  he  might 
eafelie  performe  it  be  his  privat  meanes :  therfor,  fince  many  ar  fo  ready 
to  turne  his  adlions,  be  thair  report,  to  the  worft,  I  pray  yow  propone  to 
his  lordfliip  how  fmall  advantage  it  will  be  to  keip  men  vnneceffareHe 
vpone  his  maiefteis  charges,  quherof  they  will  affirme  the  greateft  pairt 
to  cum  to  my  lordis  benefit,  the  mater  being  vnworthie  of  the  fcandall, 
and  able  to  hinder  him  in  ane  greatar  purpofe,  fo  vnles  his  lordfliip  be 
able  to  qualifie  iuft  and  neceflar  caufes  of  keiping  men  vnder  pay,  I 
hartlie  wifhe  that  his  maieftie  may  be  fred  of  that  neidles  burdene.  It 
is  alfo  expedient,  that  fo  fone  as  the  neceffitie  of  the  fervice  may  permit 
the  returne  of  his  maiefties  fchippes,  that  my  lord  confent  to  it  and  vrge 
it ;  for,  befydes  the  great  coft  thair  ftay  thair  bringis  to  his  maieftie,  thair 
danger  vpon  that  ftormie  coft,  in  this  winter  feafon,  is  greatlie  to  be  con- 
fiderit,  and  fo  fracas  may  be  efchewed.  His  maieftie  is  exceiding 
defyrous  to  have  trew  and  fpedie  knawledge  of  my  lordis  proceidings, 
quherin  I  wiflie  my  lord  may  vfe  dihgence,  at  all  occafions ;  and  fo,  till 
farder  occur,  I  commit  yow  to  God.     Edinburgh,  25  Oftober. 

Your  loving  freind  at  power, 

Binning. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning : 

"  Copie  of  my  letter  to  Archi- 
bald Cambell. 

"25  Ocftober  1615." 
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CXLVIIL— LORD  BINNING  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ARGYLE. 


My  most  Honouabill  Gude  Lord, 

Your  lordfliips  lafl  lettres  concerning  the  difcours  of  your  lord- 
{hips  proceidings  againft  the  rebels,  the  taking  of  thair  boattis,  diflipat- 
ing  tiiamefehlis,  and  puting  to  flight,  fo  fcattered,  and  in  fo  fmall  number, 
as  your  lordfliip  liardlie  knew  quher  to  fallow  the  leadars,  furniffing  me 
warrand  to  infornie  the  counfall  (as  I  wes  requyred)  of  the  account  of 
vour  lordfhips  bypaft  adtions,  I  maid  trew  report  therof,  and  of  Coles 
yeilding  to  your  lordfliip,  and  puting  in  your  handis  the  houfes  of  Dune- 
veg  and  Lochgorme.  My  lordis  of  Glafgow,  Clerk  of  Regifler,  and 
Advocat  (the  remanent  commiflioners  for  the  lies  being  abfent),  confi- 
dering  the  ellat  of  the  affaires,  and  that  thair  was  no  knawin  vfe  of 
waiged  men  now,  quhen  your  lordfhips  privat  forces,  to  be  affifled  be  the 
power  of  fuch  pairtes  of  the  cuntrie,  as  any  of  the  fcattered  rebels  war 
fufpedled  to  luirk  into,  war  more  then  fufficient  to  fallow,  fchearch,  and 
overthrow  thame,  haue  thocht  it  vnneceflar,  that  his  maieftie  fould  be  any 
longer  burdened  with  interteining  fouldiours  vnder  pay ;  and  that  thefe, 
who  have  ever  bene  ready,  vpone  fmaller  occafions,  to  fpeak  vnkyndlie 
of  your  lordlhip,  will  tak  advantage,  both  to  blame  your  lordfliip,  if  ye 
requyre  any  fuch  pay,  and  the  commiffioners,  if  they  allow  it,  vnles  your 
lordfliip  will  qualifie  any  iufl  and  necefTar  caufe;  in  quhilk  caice,  it  will 
be  moll  readelie  furnified.  It  is  alfo  thocht  mofl  neceflar,  that  your 
lordfliip  efchew  all  neidles  detentioun  of  his  maiefties  fcliippes;  and  fo 
fone  as  your  lordlhip  fall  ceafe  to  have  vfe  of  thame,  that  ye  have  fpeciall 
cair  of  thair  faif  and  fpeidie  returne  to  England. 

Be  thefe  who  cum  from  court,  I  am  certified,  that  his  maieflie  is  mofl 
defyrous  to  be  frequentlie  adverteifed  of  your  lordfhips  proceidings  and 
gud  fucccs,  quherin  I  pray  your  lordfhip  to  giue  his  maieflie  all  dew 


244  THE    MELROS    PAPERS. 

fatiffadlioun,  fra  tyme  to  tynie.     So,  till  farder  occafion,  I  commit  your 
lordfliip  to  God. 

Your  Lordfliips  verie  affecSlionat  and  ready 
to  ferue  yow, 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  25  06lober. 

Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning : 

"  Copie  of  ray  letter  to  the  Erie 
of  Argyle. 

"25  Odlober  1615." 


cxlix.— the  earl  of  argyle  to  lord  binning. 

My  verry  Guid  Lord, 

As  I  wrait  to  your  lordfliip,  in  my  laft  lettres  from  Dumbar  [Duneveg?], 
the  xiij  day  of  this  inftant,  that  Coll  M''Gillefpick,  befoir  the  landing  of  his 
maieflies  cannon,  had  geivin  vp  the  cafl:ell  of  Dunovaig,  and  He  of  Loch- 
gorme,  haid  delyverid  Colin  Campbell  of  Kilberrie,  and  wes  gone  about 
to  do  forder  fervice  for  himfelfe.  So  this  day  he  hes  returnit  to  me,  and 
hes  brocht  withe  him  nynetene  of  the  rebellis  that  followit  Sir  James:  of 
thir,  thair  ar  tua  or  thrie  of  the  cheif  and  principallis  that  were  withe  Sir 
James  :  one  of  thame  had  the  commandement  of  fourtie  men.  His 
name  is  M'^Duffie.  I  purpofe  to  prefent  fum  of  thame  befoir  your  lord- 
fliipis,  that  your  lordfliips  may  be  the  moir  certefeit  of  Sir  James  pro- 
ceidingis  fince  his  laft  rebeflioun ;  the  reft  of  thame  intend  to  cans  execute 
heir.     My  lordis,  the  caus  of  my  ftay  fo  long  heir,  is  waiting  vntill  I  heir 
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what  Sir  James  intendis  to  do.  At  the  vvryitting  of  my  lad  lettres  vnto 
your  lordfliipis,  I  vnderftood  not  whiche  way  he  wes  gone  out  of  Inche- 
daholl,  ane  ile  on  the  bakfyde  of  Ireland,  to  the  whiche  he  went,  whenas 
he  wes  forcit  out  of  this  ile.  Bot  I  am  now  fuirlie  informed,  that  he  is 
pairted  withe  M^Rannakl,  and  landit  in  a  place  callit  Rowvalin,  in  Ire- 
land, neir  whair  the  vmquhile  Lord  Terchonellis  ladye  duellis,  for  fche 
is  his  father  fifter.  His  intentioun  is,  as  I  vnderftand,  to  go  to  the  deputie 
and  to  delyver  himfelfe  in  his  handis;  fo,  how  foune  as  I  haif  donne  what 
I  intend,  God  willing,  in  Kintyre,  I  will  mak  your  lordfliipis  certefeit  of 
the  whole  eftaite  of  the  fervice,  whairwithe  I  hope  his  maieftie  falbe  welle 
pleafit,  and  my  freindis  fufficientlie  fatiffeit;  for  I  purpofe,  God  willing, 
fo  to  conclude  it,  as  thair  falbe  no  place  left  for  any  evir  to  attempt  the 
like  in  thir  pairtis.  Leaving  to  truble  your  lordfliipis  with  any  farder, 
for  this  prefent,  I  reft 

Your  Lordfliipis  afluril  freind, 

Argyle. 
Downovaig,  the  2[)  of  Odlober  1615. 


Efter  the  wryitting  heirof,  I  am  informit  that  Sir  James  Makoneill 
bocht  four  horfl[is  on  the  coft  of  Ireland,  and  ane  gentleman  callit 
M^Karie  hes  foflowit  him,  and,  as  I  beleue,  he  can  hardlie  efcape.  This 
day  I  haif  caufit  execute  nyne  of  the  princlpallis  and  leaderis  of  the 
rebellis,  whois  names  I  haif  heirwith  fent  to  your  lordfliipis.  I  hoip  now 
davly  to  be  bufie  in  executioun,  whill  his  hienes  rebellis  be  brocht  to 


Indorfed  by  Lord  Binning  : 

"  Copie  of  the  Erie  of  Argyles 
letter  to  me. 

"  Reff.  29  061.  1615,  at  night." 
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CL CAPTAIN  WOD  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


Right  Honorabill  and  my  verie  Gud  Lord, 

I  RESSAVED  your  lettie  of  the  16  of  Odlober,  and  thinkismy  felff 
verie  much  bund  for  your  honorabill  favour.  My  lord  of  Argyl  hes  bene 
verie  cairful,  and  hes  fettelled  thingis  in  Hay,  and  the  greateft  he  found 
thair,  adherent  with  the  rebels,  he  hath  caufed  execut:  others  of  them  he 
hes  brought  heir  to  Kintyre,  and  hes  poffefled  Sir  John  Campbell  peace- 
ablie  in  the  two  ftrenthis,  quhilk  the  rebels  did  hold  in  Hay.  The  caftle 
of  Armorthy  is  to  be  delyvered  to  his  lordfliips  fervand,  and  the  keipars 
to  prefent  themfelfis  to  his  lordfliips  fervice.  Sir  James  M'^Coneill  is 
difcoverit,  and  my  lord  knowis  quher  he  is,  and,  for  the  apprehending  of 
him,  he  hes  fent  ten  fufficient  men,  ather  to  attack  him  or  kill  him.  He 
hes  wrought  all  meanes  poffible  to  affe^l  the  fame,  as  your  lordfliip  fall 
know  in  my  nixt  lettre.  Thair  is  heir  ane  great  number  in  Kintyre, 
quhilk  hes  bene  aflbciate  with  the  rebels,  and  for  that  caus  I  have  defyrit 
his  lordfliip  to  keip  aboord  his  maiefties  fchippis,  to  fuch  tyme,  that  his 
men  repair  from  onfetts,  quher  he  hes  appointit  them,  at  quhilk  tyme  he 
will  tak  ordour  with  them.  The  rebels  hes  fpoilled  mightilie  the  land, 
that  the  poore  tennents  is  almofl:  vndone.  I  fie  it  will  be  neir  the  end  of 
November,  befor  my  lord  mak  ane  end  heir ;  therfor,  becaus  it  is  tlie 
deid  of  winter,  I  meine  to  remaine  in  fum  gud  harbour  in  Oyde,  quher 
his  maieflies  fchippis  may  be  in  fafetie,  except  I  receive  warrant  from  your 
lordfliip,  and  the  reft  of  the  counfell,  to  the  contrare.  I  will  be  fo  fpair- 
ing,  to  burdene  the  cuntrev  of  Scotland,  as  poffiblie  I  can.  My  lord  of 
Argyle  tauld  me  lie  wald  wryt  to  the  counfell,  to  know  if  I  fall  leive  the 
munitioun  heir,  quhilk  is  not  fpent,  quhilk  I  could  not  do,  as  I  tauld  his 
lordfliip,  without  fpeciall  warrant  from  his  maieftie,  in  refpedl  I  reflaved 
it  by  warrant  from  him,  and  hes  indentit  for  the  fame  in  the  tour,  quher 
I  muft  be  countable.     All  vther  proceidings  concerning  me  vour  lordfliip 
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fall  have  intelligence.     Thus  I  humlie  tak  my  leive,  gewing  thankis  for 
all  your  honorabill  favouris,  and  fall  ever  reniaine 

Your  Lordlhips  fervand. 


From  his  Maiefties  fchip,  the  Bran, 
in  Lochkilberran,  in  Kintyre,  2 
of  November  1615. 

Indorfed  bv  Lord  Binning  : 


Cofrie  of  Capten  VVods  letter 
to  me. 

"  Reff.  22  November  1615." 


CLI.— EARL  OF  ARGYLE  TO  LORD  BINNING. 


My  verie  Gud  Lord, 

Having  done  quhat  was  requifed  for  the  weill  of  his  maiefties 
fervice  in  Hay,  and  in  fum  vther  places  nixt  adiacent,  I  came  with  his 
maiefties  fchippis  from  thence  on  the  16  of  Oaober,  and  arryved  in  Loch- 
kilcheren  the  nixt  day,  a  fafe  harbour  for  his  maiefties  fchippes.  I  had 
no  fonner  cum  to  that  place,  quhen  thair  cam  to  me  one  that  had  bene 
of  late  in  Sir  James  M'=Conillis  cumpanie,  who  fchew  me  of  all  Sir  James 
his  proceidings,  and  that  he  and  his  fone  war  in  Ireland;  lykwayes,  he 
hes  vndertakin,  on  certane  conditions  to  himfelff,  to  bring  fum  of  my  fer- 
vandis  to  the  place  quher  Sir  James  is.  My  lord,  althocht  this  be  with- 
out the  boundis  of  commiffioun  to  mak  fcheirfe  for  any  of  the  rebels,  hav- 
ing fled  to  ane  vther  kingdome;  yit  to  kyth  my  zeall  in  his  maiefties 
fervice,  I  have  fent  fum  of  my  fpeciall  fervandis,  accompanied  with  thvet- 
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tie  of  the  ablefl  men  I  had,  to  that  place  in  Ireland  quher  I  am  furlie 
informed  Sir  James  is.  I  hope  in  God  they  fall  ather  bring  him  to  me, 
or  vtherwayes  atteich  him,  quher  he  is,  in  tick  foirt  that  he  fall  not  efcape. 
As  to  Sorle  M'^James  his  fone,  he  and  his  few  companie  ar  into  the  rowt, 
and  thair  about  he  hes  obteinit  a  two  monthis  refpit  from  the  deputie  of 
Ireland.  As  to  M'^Rannald  and  his  fones,  1  have  diredled  ane  onfett  on 
them,  as  I  wret  to  your  lordlhip,  who  I  hope  fall  ather  apprehend  them- 
felffis,  or  mak.  it  knowin  in  whois  boundis  they  have  adluell  lelidence, 
quherby  the  landiflord  may  be  obleift  to  prefent  thame.  As  to  Glen- 
garrie  his  fone,  I  have  the  lyk  onfett  on  him,  and  if  his  maiellie  and  your 
lordfliip  will  haue  hot  a  littill  patience,  I  hope  in  God  to  mak  fuch  a 
cleir  reckining  of  the  fervice,  as  thair  fall  no  man  neid  to  dowt  that  in 
thir  pairtis  heirefter,  thair  falbe  the  lyk  attempt.  Thair  reflis  fum  thing 
vit  to  be  done  heir  in  Kintyre,  and  in  places  nixt  adiacent,  quhilk  I  am 
prefentlie  about.  My  lord,  I  thank  God  that  the  fuppreffioun  of  this 
rebellioun  was  in  tyme  prevendit,  for,  on  my  credit,  if  it  had  bene  20  dayes 
longer  protradled,  few  of  my  cuntriemen  betwix  Tarbert  and  Innerrarey 
had  provin  gud  fubiedlis — mekill  les  could  ther  have  bene  any  gud  ex- 
pedled  of  farder  remot  places,  quher  thair  was  no  trew  obedience  to  his 
maieftie  at  all.  At  my  cuming  heir,  I  have  difmitTed  Captane  Merick,  and 
the  Widlueller,  quherin  the  ordinance  war,  and  hes  flayed  Captane  Wood 
with  the  ordinance,  wntill  I  know  your  lordlhips  pleafour  heiranent,  feing 
I  am  furlie  informit,  that  Captane  Wood  his  ftay  heir,  wilbe  no  more 
charges  then  if  he  war  difmiffed  from  hence.  Quher  your  lordfliip  blames 
me  that  I  fent  not  word  before  the  beginning  of  this  month,  anent  the 
didblving  of  his  maieflies  fied  foiours,  pleafe  your  lordlhip,  that  in  regaird 
of  my  fending  to  Ireland,  and  the  onfetis  I  haue  fent  to  Lochaber  and 
Glengarries  boundis,  and  thefe  that  I  have  in  prefent  fervice  againll  ane 
number  of  the  owtlawis,  that  ar  in  thir  pairtis,  I  fand  not,  that  I  could 
difmiffe  any  of  my  cumpanies,  and  I  affure  myfelff  quhen  your  lordlhip 
fall  confidder  dewlie  of  thir  my  proceidings,  your  lordfliip  will  acknaw- 
ledge  that  I  draw  not  his  maiellie  to  any  vnnecefTarie  charges,  and  heirin 
will  abyd  your  lordlhips  awin  cenfure;  and  however  your  lordfliip  pleas  to 
deall  with  me,  it  fall  be  feine,  that  I  fall  frielie  adventar  lyff,  land  and  all, 
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befor  thair  be  any  thing  wanting  that  may  accompleife  his  maiefties  ier- 
vice.  Sua,  leving  the  to  the  futhciencie  of  the  bearar,  I  bid  your  lordfliip 
fairweill. 

Your  Lordfliips  afflirit  freind, 

Argyle. 

CampbeUoun,  7  Novemb.  1615. 

Indorled  by  Lord  Binning: 

"  Copie  of  the  Erie  of  Argyles 
letter  to  me. 

"  Reff.  22  Novemb.  1615." 


CLII.—LORD  BINNING  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 


Sir, 

I  DID  expedl  that  your  nevew,  Kirkonell,  fould  haue  gevin  yow 
ane  perfyte  accompt  of  all  your  affaires,  before  this  letter  could  haue 
cum  to  your  handis;  bot  I  haue  hard  fenf)Tie  of  the  delay  of  his  iournay, 
be  the  deceas  of  his  father,  and  am  perfuaded  that  fo  fone  as  he  can 
fettle  his  turnis,  he  will  haill  to  yow. 

Drummorell  hes  writtin  to  me  this  inclofed,  fince  I  faw  my  lord  of 
Gairlies;  for  if  I  had  reffaued  it  foner,  I  wald  haue  dealt  with  my  lord; 
albeit  I  can  not  beleive  that  my  lord  meanes  fo  hardlie  to  hira;  nather 
is  it  expedient  to  vrge  any  farder,  bot  to  haue  the  warrand  of  my  lord 
Gairlies  wourd,  that,  diredllie  nor  indirefillie,  he  will  not  do  nor  allow  any 
wrong  or  hairme  to  be  done  to  him.     As  to  the  letter,  I  think  it  imper- 

2i 
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tinent  to  be  fchowne;  nather  wald  I  haue  fend  it,  if  it  had  not  conteaned 
this  motion  of  the  Irifli  land  for  his  fone,  with  excambium  to  yow,  as  the 
letter  beares,  whairof  yow  may  be  pleafed  to  confider ;  and  if  yow  fie 
your  owne  gude  in  it,  yow  may  purchafe  ane  patent  of  the  tuo  thoufand 
aikers  of  Irifli  land,  in  any  freindis  name,  and  thairefter  caufe  tranffer  it 
to  Drummorels  fone,  if  he  mak  yow  fufficient  furetie  of  the  vther  land. 
What  yow  think  gude  heirin  let  me  know,  and  I  fall  wryte  to  him  accord- 
inglie. 

In  vther  pourpofes,  I  can  not  wryte  whill  I  heir  from  yow,  or  from 
Maifter  Patrik,  be  your  dire6lion,  to  which  tyme  and  ever,  I  commit 
yow  to  the  protedlion  of  God,  and  reft 

Your  moft  obleifTed  and  obedient  freind. 

Binning. 
Edinburgh,  15  December  [1615?] 

The  erle  of  Kingorne  is  beginning  to 
convalefce,  prayfed  be  God. 


cliii.—lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

I  RESSAUED  your  letter  of  the  ellevint,  and  will  repeat  nothing 
in  fuch  of  your  bufTines  as  is  relaited  in  my  former  letters.  Robert  Mak- 
braire  deliuered  to  me  your  letter  of  the  aulder  date,  and  exprefTed  to 
me  the  buflines  meant  thairin,  and  hes  follicited  and  attended  the  refo- 
lution  verie  diligentlie.  I  haue  gottin  the  copie  of  the  chartour,  and  pro- 
poned the  generall  queftion  to  Maifter  Thomas  Hope,  forbearing  all 
mention  of  perfons  or  landis,  and  find  him  verie  dowtfull ;  and  thairfore 
fince  the  feffion  is  neir  ane  end,  and  I  hope,  God  willing,  to  fie  yow 
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about  the  tuentie  day  of  the  nixt  moneth,  becaus  my  Lord  Chancelar  ap- 
poyntis  his  dyet  thair  about  that  tyme,  I  fall  informe  yow  amplie  of  all 
that  I  know,  or  can  learne,  in  that  buffines;  and,  in  the  meantyme,  haue 
willed  Robert  Makbraire  not  to  attend  any  longer  heir.  I  think  he  hes 
writtin  at  lenth,  of  all  that  he  hes  knowne,  of  your  affaires  fince  his  returne, 
and  fpeciallie,  of  the  Lady  Broughtons  pourpofe  to  haue  gone  to  court,  and 
to  haue  tane  hir  fone  with  hir,  to  haue  regraited  thair  hairraes  and  ftraittes 
to  his  raaieflie,  whairof  Barnbarroch  aduerteifed  Robert  and  me;  and, 
at  oure  defyre,  hes  promeifed  to  flay  hir,  and  to  go  poifl  him  felf  to  court, 
the  nixt  oulk,  for  that  and  vther  buffines  of  his  owne.  At  melting,  he 
will  declaire  to  yow  the  groundis  of  hir  intended  complaint,  and  fayes  he 
will  flay  thair  till  after  my  cumraing.  The  fubftance  of  that  which  I 
hard  of  him  this  day  abruptlie,  and  in  fchort  conference,  wes,  that  hir 
hufband  having  right  to  manie  faire  and  proffitable  lands  in  Ireland, 
whairof  he  had  pofleffion  at  his  deceas ;  the  laird  of  Lochinvar  had  be 
your  meanes  acquyred  ane  title  thairof,  be  the  aduantage  of  ane  failzie, 
for  not  preferuing  of  condicions,  which  might  and  wald  eafilie  haue  bene 
performed,  if  hir  hulband  had  liued  ;  that  albeit  Lochinvar  had  rent  and 
yeirlie  proffeit  of  thame  aboue  ane  thoufand  pundis  flerling,  yet  he  had 
difpofleffed  hir  rigourouflie  and  vnkyndlie,  withowt  any  maner  of  acknow- 
ledgement; that  yow  had  the  pofleffion  of  hir  hufljandis  landis  in  Scot- 
land, which  he  had  provyded  to  yow  incaice  of  the  deceas  of  his  onhe 
fone,  and  had  fo  preferred  yow  to  all  his  kin;  that  thay  wer  informed 
that  yow  wer  bund  to  Lochinvar  be  contradl;  that  if  hir  fone,  at  his  per- 
fyte  aige,  fould  not  ratifie  Lochinvars  rightis  of  all  his  fathers  Irifli  lands, 
that  yow  fall  mak  right  to  him  of  all  Broughtons  landis  in  Scotland, 
which  is  the  fubftance  of  the  pourpofe.  Barnbarroch  is  ane  fenfible 
gentilman,  and,  as  appeiris  to  me,  profeffis  much  loue  and  refpe6l  to 
yow;  and,  thairfore,  I  wes  glaid  that  he  fould  rather  impairt  thir  thingis 
to  yow,  in  privat  and  freindlie  maner,  and  reffaue  your  anfuers,  which  I 
know  yow  will  giue  him  with  gude  reafon,  nor  that  ane  indifcreit  woman 
fould  have  bene  permitted  to  go,  and,  by  idle  and  vntrue  reportis,  fclander 
your  name,  whairof  I  know  yow  ar  moft  cairefuU  and  fenfible.  I  pray 
yow  offend  not  with  the  gentilman,  bot  deale  pacientlie,  or  els  remit  all 
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till  yow,  and  he,  and  I  meit,  and  fpeak  of  the  buflines,  that  he  may  fie 
that  if  his  filler  be  not  vnreafonable  and  indifcreit,  fcho  fall  have  no  iuft 
caufe  aither  to  fclander  or.  compleane  of  yow.  When  Lochinvar  vfed 
fo  much  inftance  to  haue  your  fureties  of  Markill  exped,  that  he  might 
fubfcryve  thame,  I  thoght  no  thing  had  bene  meant,  bot  that  fo  fone  as 
he  fould  have  caufed  Schiriues  fubfcryve  thame,  he  fould  haue  fent  thame 
to  be  keiped  to  your  behoue ;  bot  fenfyne,  James  Hamilton  hes  faid  to 
me,  that  he  vndirftandis  that  Lochinvar  intendis  not  to  deliuer  thame, 
whill  yow  fend  to  him  the  contra6l  pafl;  betuix  yow  and  him,  anent  the 
Irifli  landis.  He  defyred  to  haue  the  patentis  deliuered  to  him  which 
Patrik  Whytlaw  had,  bot  that  will  not  be  done  whill  yow  diredl  it. 

I  fall  do  concerning  Sir  William  Alexander  as  yow  haue  advyfed  me, 
and  he,  nor  no  vther  honell  man  doing  dewtie  to  me,  fall  want  ane  honeft 
melting. 

I  wrait  the  laft,  oulk,  that  thair  wes  gude  hope  of  the  Erie  of  Kingornes 
recouerie,  becaus  I  wes  fo  informed  be  the  Erie  of  Tullibardin  ;  bot, 
contrarie  to  all  thair  expedlations,  he  is  dead.  Caire  hes  bene  had  of 
his  fones  wairde  and  mairiage,  and  fuch  ordour  tane  thairin,  as  agries 
with  his  maieflies  reafonable  profFeit,  and  laufuU  refpe6l  to  the  nobilmans 
houfe,  as  yow  will  know  more  particularlie  be  that  which  Sir  Gedeon  hes 
writtin  to  his  maieftie,  and  your  felf. 

If  yow  think  any  thing  fit  to  be  knowne  to  me  before  I  fie  yow,  I  pray 
yow  caufe  Maifl;er  Patrik  wryte  it  to  me,  and  I  fall  informe  my  felf  als 
perfytlie  as  I  can  of  all  your  affaires,  to  the  effedl  I  may  refolue  yow  of 
any  thing  yow  fall  defyre  to  vnderftand  at  melting. 

My  not  wryting  to  my  Lord  of  Scone  proceidis  of  your  aduerteifment 
of  his  pourpofe  to  cum  from  court,  before  my  letters  can  be  thair.  So, 
wiflfing  yow  all  happines,  I  refl; 

Your  obleifiTed  freind  to  obey  yow, 

Binning, 

Edinburgh,  22  December  [16 15?] 
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When  I  wes  clofing  this  letter,  when  I  reffaued  my  brothers  of  the 
fyftent.  As  yow  haue  advyfed  me  to  accumpanie  my  Lord  Chancelar  I 
fall  do,  God  willing.  Sir  Andro  Car  hes  prayed  mo  to  rander  yow  great 
thankis  for  your  fauour  to  him  at  my  requeaft,  which  I  do  affeaiiouflie, 
as  daylie  more  bund. 

To  the  right  wourfchipfuU  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his 
Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


CLIV—LORD  BINNING  TO  JOHN  MURRAY. 

Sir, 

I  RESSAUED  your  letter,  which  I  haue  inclofed  heirin,  and  fall 
keip  the  contentis  to  my  felf.  In  your  buffines  with  Lochinvar,  nothing 
can  be  done  in  his  abfence.  I  gaue  to  James  Dowie,  Drumlanriks  band, 
and  will  be  forced  to  leive  Adam  Cunighames  buffines  vndone,  inrefpedl 
of  his  being  at  the  vaicance. 

I  haue  delt  with  my  Lord  Aduocat,  that  the  evidentis  of  Linclouden, 
etc.  may  be  enventoured,  whill  ordour  may  be  tane  for  thair  deliuerie. 
Thay  ar  in  the  handis  of  his  gudfone,  Maifter  John  Haliday,  at  whoes 
returne  from  the  vaicance  he  hes  afluredlie  promeifed  to  caufe  mak  and 
deliuer,  ane  perfyte  inventar  of  thame ;  hot  John  Belches  affured  me  that 
he  had  gevin  to  yow  the  double  of  that  inventar,  at  court.  I  haue  bene 
earnift  to  haue  your  whole  evidentis  coUefted,  and  perfytlie  forted,  and 
put  togidder,  which  can  not  be  fo  wele  done  at  this  tyme  as  I  could 
wiQi,  becaus  fum  of  thame  ar  in  Robert  Makbraires  hands ;  fum  gevin 
to  the  regifter,  and  not  yet  extradled ;  fum  fent  to  the  cuntrie  for  taking 
feafing,  and  not  fent  bak;  fum  in  proces  in  the  clerkis  hands;  and  fum 
in  Maifter  Alexander  Kings;  all  which  ar  dire^ed  to  be  foght  and  col- 
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ledled  together,  with  all  poffible  diligence,  as  yow  fall,  God  willing,  know 
at  meiting. 

My  Lord  of  Scone  promeifed  to  be  in  this  towne  before  oure  journay. 
I  fall  confer  with  him  at  lenth,  in  all  affaires,  and  informe  yow  of  the 
eftate  thairof. 

I  haue  writtin  to  my  Lord  of  Santandrois,  to  the  effedl  conteaned  in 
your  letter,  and  haue  fet  downe  your  opinion  and  reafons. 

The  Bifchop  of  Orknay  is  verie  dewtifull  to  yow,  and  mod  cairefuU 
that  yow  may  have  all  freindlie  contentment,  whairanent  we  conferred  at 
great  lenth,  and  as  any  farder  fall  occur,  yow  fall  know  it. 

Be  my  brother  yow  will  know  what  I  haue  writtin  to  him ;  and  as  I 
fall  vnderfland  your  opinion  be  fuch  letters  as  yow  fall  think  fit  to  wryte, 
or  caufe  him  to  wryte,  before  oure  cumming  to  court,  I  fall  endeuore  my 
felf  to  do  accordinglie.     So,  wifhing  yow  all  conftant  happines,  I  reft 

Your  moft  obleiffed  and  obedient  freind. 

Binning. 
Edinburgh,  laft  December  [1615?] 

To  the  right  wourfchipfuU  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his 
Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


clv.—lord  binning  to  john  murray. 

Sir, 

This  night  late,  I  haue  reffaued  your  letter  of  the  3  of  Januar, 
and  haue  difpatched  thefe  for  my  Lord  of  Santandrois  for  lyfe.  Till  I 
lie  yow  I  have  nothing  to  wryte,  bot  that  my  Lord  of  Scone  earneftlie 
defyres  that  the  warrand  concerning  the  Erie  of  Tullibairdins  place,  as 
Erie  of  Athole,  may  be  haifted  downe  before  oure  cumming  to  court ; 
becaus  he  hes  hard  fum  fpeaches  that  makis  him  beleve  that  fum  to  be 
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Ihair  at  this  tyme,  will  preafe  to  flay,  if  thay  be  not  difapoynted,  be  the 
more  fpeidie  fending  it  to  the  counfall.  I  have  mett  with  Lochinvar, 
and  chairged  him  with  all  the  Lady  Broughtons  complaints.  He  lies 
maid  verie  fpeciall  anfuers,  which  I  fall  fchow  to  yow  at  meiting,  to  which 
tyme  and  euer  I  commit  yow  to  God,  and  reft 

Your  moft  obleiffed  and  obedient  freind, 

Binning. 
Berwick,  9  Januar,  at  night,  [I6l6?] 

To  the  right  wourfchipfull  John  Mur- 
ray of  Lochmaben,  one  of  his 
Maiefties  Bedchamber,  at  Court. 


CLVI.— WILLIAM  HAIG  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND 

lord  binning. 

My  Honorable  Good  Lordis, 

Besydes  the  preiudice  I  know  I  fufteine  in  my  poore  eftate, 
indifpofition  of  body,  and  greiff  of  mynd  I  haue  in  the  apprehenfion  of 
his  maiefties  difpleafour  with  me,  till  he  be  fully  informed  of  my  inno- 
cencie ;  the  continuance  of  my  reftrainte  breedes  in  many,  fo  much  the 
more  fufpicion  of  my  guylte,  that  my  accufer,  noated  with  fo  many  pub- 
lik  blemiOies,  hes  more  liberty  then  I.  My  lorde,  he  may  continew  in 
lyes,  but,  God  knowis,  it  is  impoflible  he  can  proue  the  leafte  of  the  im- 
putations wherwith  he  chairges  me.  Your  lordiliips  can  not  be  now 
ignorant  of  the  trewth  of  the  bufines.  If  I  wer  guylty  to  fuch  enorme- 
ties,  it  wer  fitt  my  puniftiement  wer  more  publike ;  but  being  innocent,  it 
is  a  pitty  to  fmother  me  in  this  loathfum  holle.  Sauing  your  lordfliips 
wifdomes,  though  I  had  bene  all  this  tyme  at  free  waird,  I  could  neuer 
haue  made  my  accufer  les  able  to  proue  his  denyles  againft  me.  I  fuffer 
too  much  for  the  lyes  of  that  vnhappy  man,  God  forgeue  him.    I  alwayes 
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hoped  your  lordfliips  ftiowld  haue  put  this  bufines  to  a  point,  before  the 
end  of  the  feffion.  I  can  hold  no  longer;  I  befeech  your  lordfliips  par- 
don a  poore  man  much  diftradled  with  the  greiff  of  this  place,  to  adiure 
your  lordfliips,  be  the  loue  yow  haue  to  juftice,  and  to  his  maiefl:ies  feruice, 
either  to  puniflie  my  guylte,  if  any  be,  cleare  ray  innocency,  or  geue  me 
leue  to  wryte  wnto  his  maiefl:ie,  both  the  jufte  exceptions  I  haue  againft 
my  accufer,  and  what  I  can  fay  to  fliaw  the  falfliood  of  his  accufations. 
And  if,  at  this  tyme,  your  lordfliips  be  not  difpofed  to  affoord  me  any  of 
thefe  fauours,  I  befeech  humbly  your  lordfliips  either  fuffer  my  freendis 
to  cum  at  me,  or  at  leafl;e  geue  me  leue  to  vfe  pen  and  inke,  for  making 
vfe  of  my  reading  here,  that  I  may  haue  fum  poore  comfort,  till  fuch 
t)mae  as  either  his  maieftie  haue  taken  notice  of  my  innocencie,  or  your 
lordfliips  haue  leafour,  from  his  maiefl;ies  more  importante  feruices,  to 
make  an  end  of  this  bufines.  Thus  humbly  befeeching  your  lordfliips 
anfwer,  I  refl:e. 

Right  honourable,  your  Lordfliips  mofl; 
refpedling  feruand, 


William  Haig. 


Tolbuith,  2  Augufl;  I6l6. 

To  the  right  honourable  my  Angular 
good  lordis,  the  Earle  of  Dun- 
fermeline,  Lord  Chancelar,  and 
the  Lord  Binning,  Lord  Secre- 
tary, thefe. 


clvii— lord  binning  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

At  this  melting  of  the  Counfall  vpon  the  20  of  this  infl;ant,  the 
Lordis  Lauderdaill,  Erfliin,  Fleming,  and  Sir  Archibald  Naper,  being 
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admitted  to  be  of  that  number,  ordour  wes  geuin  for  wryting  to  the  Mar- 
queis  of  Huntlie,  to  bring  with  him  to  this  towne,  Geicht  and  the  (hiref- 
depute,  vpon  the  tent  of  September,  being  the  nixt  counfall  day,  and  to 
the  Erie  of  ErroU  to  bring  with  him  before  the  Counfall  the  brother  of 
Brunthils  at  that  fame  day.  Thay  ar  bothe  commanded  to  cum  in  quyet 
maner,  with  thair  privat  houlholdis,  and  to  keip  thair  ludgingis  whill  thay 
be  fent  for  be  the  Counfall. 

Forbes  of  Blaklandis  is  reported  to  be  put  to  libertie,  be  confent  of 
Clokreoch,  and  his  freindis,  vpon  caution,  vnder  great  fowmes  for  his 
re-entrie  before  the  Juflice,  when  he  fall  be  charged,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  proceid  of  thair  opinion,  that  he  committed  the  flaughter  in  his  owne 
defence. 

The  magiftrates  of  Montrois  wrait  to  ws,  that  one  of  the  waughters  had 
cauffin  anker  in  thair  raid,  fchot  two  pieces  of  ordonance,  difplayed  hir 
coulours,  and  crofled  hir  raes,  and  hes  flayed  thair  thir  eight  or  ten  dayes 
withowt  offer  of  iniurie  to  any.  Thay  craived  the  counfals  diredlion  in 
that  mater,  be  whom  thay  ar  commanded  to  be  reddie  to  do  what  may 
concerne  your  maieflies  feruice,  or  the  gude  of  thair  towne,  if  any  occafion 
be  offered  be  the  waughter,  which  we  can  not  expedl.  And  becaus  your 
maieflies  fliip,  commanded  be  Capten  Dauid  Murray,  lyes  in  that  har- 
brie,  we  haue  dire6led  him  to  keip  flrong  watche,  and  to  be  carefull  of 
his  chairge  at  all  occafions,  thinking  it  vnfit  to  enter  in  any  more  extreame 
courfe  with  the  waughter,  fo  long  as  the  actions  of  his  lordis  fall  not 
giue  fubiedt  to  your  maieftie  to  giue  expres  diredlion  to  the  contrarie. 

Your  maieftie  will  vnderftand  be  the  Counfals  note,  what  ordour  is 
taken  with  the  landillordis  of  the  middlefchyres,  who  compeired  at  this 
melting,  and  what  courfe  is  to  be  takin  the  nixt  counfall  day  with  the 
reft. 

The  Scheref  of  Tevidaill  hes  bene  with  me,  and  promeifis  to  mak  ane 
expres  and  particular  propofition  of  that  which  he  will  requyre  for  renun- 
ciation of  his  office  agane  the  nixt  counfall  day. 

The  Commiflionars  of  Parlement  for  plantation  of  churches  haue  con- 
vened and  concluded  that  the  cuntrie  fall  be  quartered  ;  that  fince  the 
Archibifchop  of  Santandrois  is  abfent,  and  fo  not  reddie  to  tak  the  firft 

2  K 
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terrae,  which  is  the  moneth  of  Nouember,  that  that  moneth  fall  be  af- 
figned  for  the  kirkis  of  the  diocefes  of  Glafgow,  Galloway,  and  Argyle. 

The  moneth  of  December  is  appoynted  for  the  kirkis  of  the  diocefes 
of  Santandrois,  Dunkell,  and  Dumblane.  Januar  is  prefixed  for  Brechin, 
Aberdene,  and  Murray.  Februar  for  Ros,  Caithnes,  Orknay,  and  the 
lies. 

Summondis  ar  prefentlie  formed,  and  to  be  fent  blank  to  evrie  one  of 
the  bifchoppis,  to  caufe  execute  aganis  the  poffeflburs  of  the  rentis  of  the 
particular  kirkis  and  vtheris,  pretending  rightis  to  the  frutes  thairof,  and 
the  minifters  ferving  the  cures,  if  any  be,  for  fetling  the  llipendis  be  thair 
aduyce  and  confent,  or  failseing  thairof,  as  the  commiffionars  fall  think 
reafonable. 

Places  and  tymes  ar  appoynted  for  the  commiffionars  frequent  melt- 
ings, efter  the  firft  of  Nouember ;  and  becaus  the  attendance  vpon  the  Sef- 
fion  and  Counfall  will  many  tymes  impeid  the  melting  of  fik  as  ar  of 
that  number,  it  is  concluded,  that  thefe  who  ar  not  feffionars  or  counfal- 
lours  fall  be  fet  to  particular  talkis,  to  deale  with  the  pairties  interefled 
in  particular  kirkis,  and  fall  mak  report  of  thair  trauels  and  fucceffe  to 
the  whole  number  oulklie,  vpon  the  Monnondayes,  Wednifdayes,  and 
Frydayes,  for  furtherance  of  the  gude  difpatche  of  the  buffines,  and  ef- 
chewing  of  the  trouble  of  the  commiffionars  and  pairties  be  long  and 
vnneceflar  attendance. 

The  Lord  Gordon  has  renewed  his  promeis  to  be  anfuerable  for 
Geichtis  conformitie.  So,  humblie  begging  pardon  for  this  longfum  in- 
terruption of  your  maiellies  greater  affaires,  I  pray  God  to  extend  the 
courfe  of  your  maiefties  lyfe,  health,  and  happines,  to  the  vttermoft 
period  and  perfedlion  of  humane  felicitie.  Edinburgh,  21  Augufl 
[1616?] 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfull, 
and  bund  feruant, 

Binning. 
[To  the  King  his  mofl  excellent  Maieftie.] 
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clviii._sir  g.  murray  to  patrick  hamilton. 

Weilbeloovit  Nephew, 

I  RESSAVED  youris  from  Notingame,  befoir  I  cam  from  Abirden, 
and  returne  yow  this  anfweir  theirto.  It  is  trew,  that  vpon  two  yeares 
fence,  or  thairby,  James  Gardner  brocht  doun  a  precept  from  his  maieftie, 
of  fourtein  or  fyftein  hundreth  pundis,  whiche  he  alledged  wes  reftand  to 
him,  in  the  tyme  of  the  former  ofRceris,  with  a  gift  of  the  Comptrollarie 
of  the  Ordinance  vacand  ther,  as  he  alledgit,  be  the  deceis  of  wmquhyll 
Jhone  Chefliolme.  As  for  the  precept,  it  wes  refufed  be  advyfe  of  the 
Commiflioneris  of  the  rentis,  leift  it  might  haue  bred  ane  evill  prepara- 
tiue,  and  maid  way  to  a  number  of  the  lyke  dettis,  whiche,  having  bein 
necledled  in  the  former  ofRceris  tymes,  the  lordes  thocht  it  not  fitt  I  fuld 
put  thame  in  vfe  of  payment.  As  for  the  Comptrollarie  of  the  Ordi- 
nance, the  fame  wes  difponed,  neirly  the  fpace  of  a  yeare  befoir,  to 
Maifler  Robert  Lyndfay,  be  the  demiffioun  of  the  faid  Jhone  Chefliolme, 
who  maid  furrender  of  it  in  Maifler  Roberts  fauouris  long  befoir  he  de- 
pairted  this  lyff",  and  fo  could  not  be  gevin  to  Government.  Maifler 
Robert  beand  depairted  this  lyff"  the  lafl  winter,  I  then  difponed  the  office 
to  my  nevoy,  James  Murray,  who  is  moir  fit  to  difcharge  it  nor  Gardner, 
and  at  the  tyme  when  it  wes  gevin,  I  wreit  to  my  Lord  Secretar,  who 
wes  then  at  Court,  and  to  Jhone  Murray,  feiring  that  Barnard  Lyndfay 
fould  haue  maid  buffines  for  it,  to  one  of  Maifler  Robertis  bairnes,  whiche 
wes  fignefeed  to  his  maieflie,  as  I  remember,  be  Jhone  Murray,  and  had 
his  heines  approbatioun,  withe  a  dire6lioun  from  his  maieflie  to  do  Maifler 
Robertis  bairnes  fauor  in  any  wther  thing  he  pofleflit.  Now  I  can  never 
confider  by  what  reafon  the  foolifche  man  can  complein  that  it  wes  gevin 
by  him,  fence  it  vaked  not  till  a  whole  yeire  efter  he  gat  his  maieflies 
hand  to  that  fignatour,  vpon  a  wrong  and  falis  narratiue.  Concerning 
the  precept,  you  remember  he  went  vpe  this  lafl  harveft  when  I  wes  thar, 
and  importuned  his  maieflie  for  the  fame;  at  whiche  tyme  I  reffaved  di- 
re6lioun  fo  to  command  him  to  go  home,  and  to  tak  ordour  with  him  at 
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iny  returne,  by  geuing  him  fume  fatiffadlioun  for  that  whiche  he  craved  : 
According  to  the  whiche  diredlioun  I  dealt  with  him  at  my  cuming  home, 
and  agreed  with  him  for  the  foume  of  fax  hmidreth  poundis  as  I  call  it, 
(hot  I  can  not  affirme  it  certanlie,  geue  that  wes  the  foume  I  agreed  with 
him  for,  till  I  iie  the  comptis),  whiche  foume  he  reflaved,  and  geue  a  full 
difchairge  of  all  that  he  could  craue.  I  leue  it  for  yow  to  confider  geue 
I  be  weil  dealt  withall.  Bot  the  man  is  furious,  a  debofchit  drunkard, 
and  having  fpent  his  monies,  goes  about  to  get  fuftenance  by  unlawfuU 
Ikafrie  and  malitious  informationis.  This  is  the  trewthe  of  bothe  thefe 
buflines,  whiche  I  thocht  fitt  to  fignifie  to  yow,  and  will  remane 

Your  loving  vncle  to  be  commandit, 

G.  Murray. 
Kinnard,  the  22  of  Augull  I6l6. 

When  I  come  to  Edinburt,  I  fall  informe  myfelf  moir  particularlie, 
and  fignifie  the  fame  to  yow,  for  I  had  almoft  forgottin  the  buflines. 

To  my  weilbeloovit  Nephew, 
Maifter  Patrik  Hamilton, 
at  Court. 


CLIX.— EARL  OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND  LORD  BINNING  TO 
KING  JAMES  VI. 


Pleas  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

We  reflTauit  youre  maielleis  lettre  of  the  xij  of  this  inftant,  bear- 
ing, that  complaint  hes  bene  maid  vnto  youre  maieflie  be  James  Haig  of 
Bemerfyde,  of  oure  partialitie  in  the  tryall  of  that  mater,  contravertit 
betuix  him  and  his  brother,  and  how  that  your  maieflie  wes  fpairing  to 
beleve  the  fame.  As  we  acknawledge  oure  felffis  infinitlie  bundin  to 
your  maieftie,  for  not  geveing  eare  to  fuche  a  mifreporte  fo  far  aganis 
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the  treuth  and  the  finceritie  of  oure  proceidingis  in  that  mater,  fo  we 
hoip  that  the  depofitionis  qiihilkis  this  day  we  haue  tane  of  him  and  his 
bruther,  according  to  the  command  of  your  maiefleis  lettre,  and  quhilkis 
we  haue  heirwith  fend  vp  to  your  maiellie,  will  cleir  ws  in  that  poynte, 
and  gif  vnto  your  maieftie  fatiffadlioun,  alfweill  in  that  as  in  the  haill  re- 
manent pointis  of  your  maiefleis  lettre.  We  haue  examinat  the  keipair 
of  the  tolbuith  of  Edinburgh,  in  Bemerfydis  awne  prefence,  anent  the  re- 
forting  of  Maifler  James  Raith  and  Maifler  George  Butlair  to  his  bruther, 
whofe  depofitionis  your  maieftie  fall  lykwayfe  reffaue,  whairby  your  ma- 
ieftie will  perfave  that  thair  is  fmall  appeirance  that  oure  travellis  can 
produce  ony  forder  difcouerie  in  this  controverfie,  bot  muft  depend  vpoun 
your  maiefteis  awne  moft  excellent  wifdome  and  refolution.  Thair  hes  fa 
mony  grofTe  ouerfichtis  fallin  oute  in  Bemerfydis  bypaft  a6lionis,  he  being 
defamed  for  counterfeiteing  of  your  maieftes  fignet,  and  the  fubfcriptioun 
of  his  awne  brother,  for  the  whilk  he  wes  brocht  in  queftioun  before  your 
maiefteis  Seffioun  ;  and  the  breking  of  your  maiefteis  waird  furth  of  the 
tolbuth  of  the  Cannogait,  befyde  findrie  vtheris  foleyis,  quhilkis  hes  maid 
him  fo  infamous,  that  we  haue  tane  the  lefe  holde  of  ony  thing  that  he 
hes  faid  againis  ws.  And  wheras  he  hes  complenit  of  want  of  moyen  to 
interteny  him  felf  in  waird,  in  that  poynte  he  hes  lykwyfe  ouerfeene  him 
felff,  feing  fra  the  firft  day  of  his  entrie  in  waird,  he  hes  had  and  ftill  hes 
in  daylie  allowance  of  your  maieftie  viij  fs.  iiij  d.,  whilk  is  more  nor  is 
gevin  to  wairdouris  of  his  rank  and  qualitie  interteneid  vpoun  your  ma- 
ieftes chairges.  And  fo,  with  oure  earneft  prayeris  to  God  for  your  ma- 
iefteis lang  and  happie  regne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell'. 
Binning. 
28  Auguft  1616. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 
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clx.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Pleas  youb  Sacbed  Maiestie, 

Vpoun  the  refett  of  your  maiefteis  lettre,  concerning  that  patent 
whilk  your  maieftie  commandit  to  be  exped  to  your  feruitour,  Robert 
Hay,  for  making  of  rid  hering,  we  caufrt  warne  the  pairtyis  who  had  in- 
teres  in  the  firft  twa  patentis  grantit  be  your  maieflie  in  this  mater,  and 
who,  as  your  maieftie  wes  informed,  had  gevin  thair  confent  in  fauours 
of  the  faid  Robert  Hay  ;  as  alfua  the  proueft  and  baiUies  of  Edinburgh 
for  thame  felffis,  and  in  name  of  the  burrowis,  to  compeir  and  declair 
quhat  thay  had  to  propone  and  obie6l  aganis  the  faid  patent ;  and  the 
xviij  day  of  September  laft,  being  the  dyet  appointit  for  that  earand,  the 
faidis  pairtvis,  with  the  bailUes  and  fome  of  the  counfaill  of  Edinburgh, 
compeirit,  and  after  mony  exceptionis  tane  be  the  faidis  bailHes  aganis 
this  patent,  as  being  a  monopole  of  a  dangerous  preparatiue  and  example, 
and  hurtfull  and  preiudiciall  to  the  haill  burrowis,  in  the  fredome  and 
preuiledge  of  thair  commerce  and  trade,  and  that  the  faidis  pairtyis  had 
no  confent  to  gif  to  the  faid  Robert  Hay  in  this  mater,  becaus,  at  the 
laite  conuentioun  of  burrowis,  thay  compeirit  befoir  thame,  and  acknow- 
legeit  thair  ouerfight  in  futeing  fuche  a  patent  fo  far  aganis  the  freedome 
and  preuilege  of  the  burrowis,  and  fimphciter  reimnceit  the  fame.  In 
end,  thay  come  to  this  mayne  pointe,  that  the  making  of  rid  hering  wes 
no  new  trade,  pra6tize,  nor  inventioun  broght  in  this  cuntrey  be  the  faid 
Robert,  bot  wes  a  trade  formarhe  pradlized  and  vfed  within  the  fame, 
diuers  yeiris  afoir  ony  motioun  wes  maid  thairof  to  your  maieftie,  outher 
be  the  faid  Robert  or  ouy  others,  and  that  thairfoir  the  faid  Robert  could 
not,  with  reafoun,  clame  ony  fuche  preuilege  or  fredome,  as  in  fome 
caifes  is  tollerable,  in  the  perfonis  of  thefe  who  ar  the  firft  difcouerars, 
interprifaris,  and  inbringars  of  a  new  and  profRtable  trade  within  the 
cuntrey,  not  formarlie  knowne  within  the  fame.  This  allegeance  being 
verie  pregnant,  and  fund  relevant  to  ftay  the  faid  patent,  it  wes  admittit 
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to  probatioun,  and  this  prefent  day  wes  affignit  for  proveing  thairof. 
And  diuers  famous  witnefles  being  produceit  and  admittit  in  the  prefence 
of  Williame  Barclay,  brother  to  the  faid  Robert  Hay,  it  wes  cleirhe  veri- 
feit  and  provin,  that  in  the  fax  hundreth  and  nyne  yeir  of  God,  thair  wes 
a  nomber  of  rid  hering  maid  at  Dunbar,  be  certane  maircheantis  of  this 
burgh,  and  that  thay  wer  goode  and  fufficient  maircheant  wairis,  and  that 
ane  pairt  thairof  wer  caryed  to  Newheavin,  Deip,  Burdeaulx,  and  otheris 
pairtis  in  France,  and  thair  fauld  as  goode  and  laughfull  maircheandice, 
and  that  the  reft  wer  fauld  in  this  cuntrey.  This  probatioun  conjoyned 
with  moft  apparent  and  probable  likliehodis,  that  the  faid  trade  is  lyke 
to  prove  verie  proffitable  to  the  haill  cuntrey,  whairof  thair  hes  bene  a  verie 
goode  prooffe  and  begynning  this  prefent  yeir,  in  fo  far,  as  there  is  tua  or 
three  fliippis  laidnit  with  this  forte  of  hering  maid  within  the  cuntrey,  and 
grite  preparatioun  and  prouifioun  daylie  making  be  nombers  of  mar- 
cheantis  agane  the  nixt  yeir,  hes  moved  ws  to  ftay  the  faid  patent,  and 
to  declair  the  trade  of  making  of  rid  hering  to  be  free  to  all  laughfull 
fubie6lis  :  nawayes  doubting  bot  your  maieftie  will  gratioullie  accept  of 
this  our  conclufioun,  whairin  we  had  no  other  refpedl  bot  that  of  the  com- 
mounweele,  whilk  we  knowe  your  maieftie  hes  euer  preferrit,  and  will 
prefer  to  all  priuat  refpedl  of  pairtyis.  And  fo,  with  our  humble  prayeris 
vnto  God  for  your  raaiefties  lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 

Hamilton. 

Binning. 

W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  9  Odlober  I6l6. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CLXI—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Pleas  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Haveing,  according  to  your  maiefteis  dire6lioun,  caufit  chairge 
the  Lord  Sanquhair,  and  Williame  Creichtoun,  bafe  fone  to  the  laite 
Lord  Sanquhair,  and  his  curatouris,  to  compeir  befoir  ws  this  prefent 
day,  for  fubmitting  of  all  thingis  queflionable  betuix  thame,  thay  bothe 
keept  this  dyet,  and  feamed  to  be  verie  willing  to  gif  vnto  your  maieflie 
fatiffa6lioun ;  and  the  faid  Lord  Sanquhair  offerit  himfelf  mod  willing 
for  his  pairt,  to  do  in  that  mater  as  your  maieflie  had  diredlit,  fo  as  he 
might  half  feene  a  fuirtye.  But  quhen  it  wes  demandit  of  the  faid  Wil- 
liame, yf  he  wes  of  laughfull  aige,  and  yf  he  had  gottin  any  laughfull 
certificat  thairanent  frome  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  freindis  in  France,  to 
whome  he  promeift  to  haif  writtin  in  that  earand,  he  declairit  that  he  could 
not  conftantlie  afferme  that  he  wes  of  laughfull  aige,  bot  he  wes  of 
opinioun,  that  he  wes  verye  neir  thairunto,  and  bothe  he  and  the  Erll  of 
Roxburgh,  one  of  his  curatouris,  affermed,  that  thay  had  vfed  all  goodelie 
meanes,  and  had  writtin  to  France  to  haif  bene  cleirit  in  that  poynte,  bot 
had  not  as  yitt  refTaued  ane  perfyte  anfuer.  And  neuirtheles,  for  teftifica- 
tioun  of  thair  reddynes,  and  willing  difpofitioun  to  gif  vnto  your  maieflie 
fatiffadlioun,  the  faid  WiUiame  ofFerrit  him  felff  reddie  and  willing  pre- 
fenthe  to  fubmitt  in  the  eflate  that  he  now  is  in.  Thay  being  at  lenthe 
hard  in  this  mater,  and  it  being  fundin,  that  this  fubmiffioun,  whilk  in 
effe6l  is  the  conclufioun  and  cloifing  vp  of  youre  maiefteis  royall  decreit 
and  fentence,  gevin  and  pronunceit  betuix  thir  pairtyis,  will  not  produce 
that  goode  effedl  for  thair  fuirtye,  whilk  your  maieftie  fo  earniftlie 
wiflies,  and  for  the  whilk  your  maieftie  hes  tane  fo  grite  panes  and  tra- 
uellis,  it  wes  thairfoir  thoght  expedient,  that  the  vrgeing  of  this  fubmiflTioun 
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foukl  yitt  reft  fome  fliorte  fpace,  vntill  the  tyme  of  the  faid  WilUame  his 
aflured  and  knowne  majoritie:  that  then  materis  may  be  fo  handlit  and 
fetled  betuix  thame,  as  all  futur  occafioun  of  queftioun,  trouble,  or  play, 
whilk  may  refiilt  vpon  your  maiefties  decreit  and  fentence  foirfaid,  may 
be  fuUie  and  finallie  removed  and  tane  away.  This  being  the  fume  of 
oure  procedinges  in  this  buflynes,  we  humelie  prefent  the  fame  to  your 
maiefteis  confideratioun;  and  hairtelie  praying  God  to  bliffe  your  maief- 
tie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent  fubiedlis 
and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 

Hamilton. 

Binning. 

W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  9  Oaober  1616. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CLXIL— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Pleas  your  most  Excellent  Maiestie, 

Your  maiefties  Deputie  Thefaurair  and  Clerk  of  Regifter  come 
no  founair  to  this  toun,  whilk  wes  vpoun  Sonday  at  night,  the  xv  of  this 
inftant,  bot  thay  preaft  ws  to  conveene,  and  delyuerit  to  ws  your  maief- 

2  L 
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teis  lettre,  concerning  thefe  preparationis  whilkis  neceffarlie  mon  be  pro- 
uidit  for,  and  had  in  reddynes  agane  your  maieileis  comeing  heir;  and 
thairwithall,  thay  did  at  lenth  informe  ws  of  your  maiefleis  moft  iuditious 
foirfight  and  intentioun,  in  the  particularis  concerning  that  preparatioun, 
quhilkis  being  fundin  mor  nor  neceflair  be  ws,  and  we  having  at  grite 
lenth  conferrit  and  advifit  thairupoun,  and  vpoun  the  moft  probable  and 
liklie  meanes,  how  all  thingis  may  be  tymouflie,  ordourlie,  and  fubftan- 
tiouflie  done,  to  your  maiefteis  contentment,  and  credite  of  the  cuntrey, 
we  find  it  a  mater  verie  vncertane,  and  we  dar  not  hafaird  your  maiefteis 
neceflair  furnifling,  vpoun  the  naked  hoipis  and  efperance  of  ony  volun- 
tair  fupplee  that  may  be  expedlit  frome  the  people.     And  we  can  not 
foirfee,  nor  yitt  aflure  cure  felffis,  how  this  furnifl!ing  may  be  feafounablie, 
and  in  dew  time,  layed  in  and  had  in  reddynes  without  prefent  and  reddy 
money;  and  feeing  your  maiefties  awne  cofferis  ar  alreddy,  vpoun  occa- 
fioun  of  thir  preparationis,  fo  far  exhaufted  and  emptyed,  as  thay  ar  not 
able  to  do  the  turne,  we  think  that  the  fame  mon  be  fuppleit  be  a 
taxatioun  to  be  layed  vpoun  the  whole  cuntrey,  whairin  we  afliire  oure 
felfBs  no  honneft  fubiedl  wilbe  failling.     And  whereas  the  confent  of 
the  efteatis  mon  be  had  heirunto,  oure  opinioun  is,  that  ane  conventioun 
falbe  appointit  to  be  haldin  at  Edinburgh,  vpoun  the  fyft  of  Marche  now 
approtcheing.     And  we  haif  heirwith  fend  vnto  your  maieftie  ane  lift  of 
thefe,  whome,  we  think  mete  to  be  writtin  for  to  this  conuentioun,  with  a 
forme  of  the  mifliues  to  be  diredlit  vnto  thame:  And  althoght  this  taxa- 
tioun will  not  be  gottin  in  agane  the  tyme  of  your  maiefteis  comeing  heir, 
yitt  your  maiefteis  ofiiciaris  wilbe  fo  refpe6liue  and  cairfuU  of  your  maief- 
teis honnour,  and  of  the  tymous  prouiding  of  all  thingis  requifite  for  your 
maiefteis  furnifling,  as  no  thing  falbe  inlaiking  whilk  prefent  and  reddy 
money  may  afforde;  feeing  thay  ar  weele  afllired  that  all  thair  advance- 
mentis  and  deburfementis  wilbe   relevit   in  fhorte  tyme  be  the  taxa- 
tioun.   And  humelie  befeiking  your  maieftie,  with  the  firft  occafioun  of 
your  maiefteis  laifer,  to  returne  vnto  ws,  your  maiefteis  refolutioun  and 
commandment  heiranent,  and  for  fuch  otheris  thingis  as  your  maieftie 
will  haif  to  be  proponned  and  handlit  at  this  meeting,  wherunto  we  fall 
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conforme  oure  felfis.     And  praying  God  to  blille  your  maieftie  with  a 
lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent  fubiecSlis 
and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^. 
A.  Mar. 
Sanctandrews. 
Binning. 

Edinburgh,  20  December  1616. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CLXIII.—LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Such  of  your  maiefties  counfeill  as  wer  commanded  be  your 
letter,  fent  be  the  Clerk  of  Regifter,  and  Sir  Gedeon  Murray,  to  aduyfe 
vpon  the  raeanes  to  furnifti  your  maiefties  houfes  of  wheat,  beir,  aittis, 
wyne,  fpyces,  beif,  mutton,  and  vther  prouilions  of  that  fort,  efter  confi- 
deration  of  the  buffines,  could  not  refolue  vpon  any  vther  gude  meane  be 
trufted,  hot  be  taxation,  which  requyres  ane  conuention  of  the  eftates. 
The  forme  of  the  letters,  and  roll  of  the  perfones  to  be  fent  for,  ar  to  be 
prefented  to  your  maieftie,  to  the  eifedl  that  your  maieftie  having  com- 
manded any  thing  to  be  altered  or  added,  in  aither  of  thame,  James 
Douglas  may  thairefter  be  directed  to  vfe  diligence  in  wryting   the 
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miffiues  to  be  figned  be  your  maieflie,  and  fent  downe  with  fpeid ;  becaus 
the  number  of  the  perfones,  diflance  of  thair  duelHngs,  and  tyme  requifit 
to  the  Commiffionars  of  fchyres  and  borrowes  to  confult  and  reffaue  thair 
diredlions  from  thair  collegues,  will  mak  the  day  infert  in  the  letters 
fehort  aneugh  for  thair  convening  in  this  towne. 

The  Laird  of  Cumlege,  who  wes  fchiref  depute  of  the  Merfe,  to  the 
Erie  of  Home,  prefented  your  maiefties  miffiue  to  the  counfall,  command- 
ing thame  to  appoynt  him  depute  in  that  office,  during  his  lyftyme ;  which 
thay  intending  to  obey  before  his  commiffion  wes  exped,  Sir  Gedeon 
Murray  prefented  your  maiefties  roll  of  the  names  of  thefe  elected  this 
yeir,  be  your  maieftie,  to  be  fchireffis  in  the  fchyres  of  your  maiefties 
appoyntment ;  Alexander  Home  of  Renton  being  named  to  Beruick,  who 
beino-  called  before  the  counfall  to  accept  the  chairge,  declaired  what  he 
had  hard  of  Cumlege  deputrie,  which  he  thoght  fo  preiudiciall  to  the 
power  of  the  principall  fchiref,  and  to  the  difchairge  of  his  dewtie,  as  he 
defyred  aither  to  be  excufed  to  accept  the  principall  office,  or  els  to  haue 
it,  as  it  vfes  to  be  granted  to  vthers,  with  power  to  chois  thair  deputis 
and  members  of  court,  for  whom  thay  fall  be  anfuerable.  The  mater 
is  delayed  till  your  maiefties  pleafour  be  fignified.  Bot  it  wes  remarked, 
that  if  your  maieftie,  having  fo  great  defyre  to  aboleis  heritable  fchiref- 
fchips,  and  to  redeme  thame  at  fo  deir  rates,  fould  begin  to  giue  lyfrents 
of  the  offices  falling  in  your  handis,  the  heritable  officers  wald  be  the 
more  vnwilling  heirefter  to  tranfadl.  Whairin,  fubmitting  my  ignorance 
to  your  royall  wifdome,  I  befeik  God  to  grant  your  maieftie  moft  happie 
and  long  lyfe.     Edinburgh,  20  December  [I6l6?] 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfull,  and 
bund  feruant. 

Binning. 
To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 
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clxiv the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Pleas  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Vpoun  refett  of  your  maiefteis  lettre,  writtin  vnto  ws,  in  fauours 
of  the  Archiebifchop  of  Saint  Androis,  anent  the  reftoiring  and  repoffefl- 
ing  of  him  to  that  affignatioun  of  vidluall,  quhilk  is  difponit  furth  of  the 
thriddis  of  his  benefice,  to  the  caflell  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  for  prouiding 
of  the  faid  caflell  with  als  mutche  goode  rent  oute  of  your  maiefleis 
rentis,  we  conferrit  at  lenth  with  the  faid  archiebifchop,  and  with  the 
Erll  of  Mar,  captaine  of  the  faid  callell,  thairanent;  and,  after  dew  exa^ 
minatioun  and  confideratioun  of  the  eftate  of  this  mater,  we  find,  that  the 
Erll  of  Mar  is  verye  weele  prouidit  to  the  faid  affignatioun,  be  warrand  and 
au6toritie  of  Parliament,  and  to  difpoffes  him  of  a  conftant  and  fure  rent, 
vnder  pretext  of  that  whilk  wilbe  vncertane,  and  to  difpone  the  fame  to 
the  faid  archiebifchop,  nather  can  the  one  nor  the  other  be  availlable  of 
the  law,  becaus  this  affignatioun  maid  to  the  faid  caflell  is  not  onlie  an- 
next  thairunto  be  Parliament,  as  faid  is,  bot  lykewayes  in  that  fame  Par- 
liament of  the  fax  hundreth  and  fax  yeir  of  God,  whairin  the  bifchoppis 
wer  reftoirit  to  thair  levingis  and  digniteis,  thair  is  a  fpeciall  and  particu- 
lair  referuatioun  and  exceptioun,  of  the  affignationis  and  prouifionis  maid 
to  youre  maiefteis  caftellis;  and  thir  affignationis  and  referuationis  being 
yitt  in  force,  vnquarrellit  or  difchargeit  by  ony  fubfequent  Parliament, 
thair  can  no  thing  be  done  preiuditiall  thairunto  bot  be  a  Parliament. 
Alwayes,  feeing  it  is  your  maiefleis  gratious  will  and  pleafour  to  gratifie 
the  faid  archiebifchop  in  this  poynte,  whairof  we  weele  allow,  oure  opi- 
nioun  is,  that  in  place  of  this  affignatioun  maid  to  the  faid  caflell,  your 
maieflie  fiiU  gif  vnto  him  ane  penfioun  oute  of  youre  maiefleis  rentis, 
anfuerable  in  proportioun  to  the  faid  affignatioun,  to  be  broukit  be  him 
allanerlie,  vntill  a  Parliament,  at  whilk  tyme  fuche  folide  and  goode 
courfe  may  be  then  tane  for  the  full  and  perfyte  fecuritie  of  bothe  pairtyis, 
bothe  anent  the  reflitutioun  and  repofTeffing  of  the  faid  archiebifchop  to 
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his  awne  patrimonie  and  rent ;  and  anent  a  new  prouifioun  to  he  maid  to 
youre  maielleis  faid  caftell,  as  falbe  thoght  expedyent.  Bot  in  this,  as 
in  all  otheris  thingis,  fubmitting  oure  felfis  to  your  maiefteis  more  excel- 
lent iudgement,  and  humelie  praying  God  to  bliffe  your  maieftie  with  a 
lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
Binning. 
George  Hay. 
G.  Murray. 
W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  20  December  I6l6. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CLXV LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Albeit  I  have  fufpe6led  and  bene  affrayed,  that  your  maieftie, 
longing  for  aduerteifment  of  the  progres  of  thir  two  great  dependances 
of  the  day  of  law  and  conuention,  might  impute  my  filence  in  bothe  to 
flewth  or  vndewtifulnes  ;  yet  having  writtin  vpon  the  firft  of  this  moneth 
of  the  eftate  of  the  criminall  perfute,  and  iudgeing  it  more  pertinent  to 
informe  your  maieftie  of  the  conclufion  of  the  conuention,  nor  by  ane 
imperfyte  and  incertane  relation,  to  difturbe  your  manifold,  extraordinar, 
and  moft  weghtie  refolutions  and  diredlions,  at  the  verie  poynt  of  your 
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maieflies  remoue  from  London  for  your  wiflied  profperous  journay  to 
Scotland,  I  refolued  to  fuperfeed  wryting  till  the  buHines  fould  reflaue 
determination.  And  now  the  conuention  being  diflblued,  will  crave  your 
maiefties  permiflion  fummarlie  to  relate  thrie  dayes  exercife.  The  firil 
meiting  wes  verie  frequent,  vpon  wednifday  the  fyft  of  this  moneth,  and 
the  buffines  begun  by  reiding  your  maieflies  letter  to  the  Counfall,  and 
ane  wyfe,  learned,  and  eloquent  difcourfe  of  my  Lord  Chancelar,  expon- 
ing  the  true  caufe  of  your  maiefties  intended  journay,  to  be  your  loue  and 
longing  to  fie  your  natiue  cuntrie  and  good  fubiedlis,  and  to  bring  to 
thame,  the  bleffingis  which  haue  alwayes  accumpanied  your  maiefties  pre- 
fence,  dilaiting  the  iuftice  and  neceflitie  of  your  maiefties  defyre  to  haue 
ane  fupplie  from  your  people  for  the  chairges  of  your  journay,  as  wes 
vfuall  to  be  contributed  in  all  aiges,  not  onlie  for  reception  of  natiue 
kingis,  hot  even  of  ftreinger  princes,  be  the  law  of  hofpitalitie :  For  which 
pourpofe,  having  adduced  many  pertinent  authorities  and  exemples,  he 
proponed  the  mater  to  be  reafoned  be  the  eftates,  firft  demanding  the 
opinion  of  the  Archibifchoppis,  and  being  fatiffied  be  thair  graue  and 
good  reafons,  founded  vpon  oure  duetie  to  your  maieftie,  for  procuring 
to  ws  religion  and  iuftice,  and  all  ordinar  bleffingis  following  the  fame, 
he  proceided  to  inquyre  of  the  opinions  of  nobilmen  and  vthers  of  the 
eftates,  who  all  concurring  to  the  confeffion  of  oure  great  obligation  to 
vour  maieftie,  and  for  the  moft  pairt  granting  that  ane  fupplie  wes  necef- 
far  for  the  chairges  of  your  maiefties  intended  journay.  The  nixt  deli- 
beration wes  of  the  maner,  whairin  wes  debaited,  whether  it  fould  be  by 
voluntar  contribution  or  taxation ;  and  the  taxation  being  fund  to  be  the 
moft  vfuall,  cleir,  and  equall  meane,  and  in  that  refpedt  allowed,  it 
refted,  to  refolue  vpon  the  fowme  and  tyme  of  payment,  which  gaue  liber- 
tie  to  fum  to  fay,  that  it  wes  expedient  to  delay  it  till  your  maiefties  pre- 
fence  in  the  approcheing  parlement;  whair,  thay,  requyring  of  your  maieftie 
aflurance,  that  thair  fecurities  and  eftates  fould  not  be  inverted  nor  hairm- 
ed  in  parlement,  vpon  grant  of  that  aflurance,  thay  wald  then  grant  to 
ane  greater  fupplie  nor  could  at  this  tyme  be  yeilded.  Sum  of  the  Weft- 
land,  agrieing  to  the  fubftance,  vrged  that  no  conclufion  might  be  takin, 
t'lW  thay  wer  releived  of  the  importable  burding  of  ane  vndue  proportion 
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impofed  vpon  thair  cuntrie  be  inequalitie  of  the  wourth  of  merklandis, 
thairs,  being  fo  far  inferiour  in  rent  and  proffeit,  to  the  lyke  number  of 
merklandis  in  vther  fchyres  and  pairtis  of  the  cuntrie,  as  thay  wer  forced 
to  vnderly  more  nor  the  quadruple  of  thair  due  proportion,  whairby  thair 
tennantis  wer  becum  fo  poure,  that  it  wes  impoflible  to  thame  to  pay  any 
taxation  till  that  inequalitie  wer  reformed.  The  aduyce  of  vthers  being 
alfo  hard,  and  the  regrait  of  the  pouertie  of  the  cuntrie  much  enforced, 
it  pleafed  my  Lord  Chancelar  to  command  me  to  declaire  my  opinion, 
which  being  deliuered  owt  of  my  zeale  and  duetie  to  your  maieflie  and 
my  cuntrie,  wes,  as  fenfyne  I  haue  hard,  tane  fumwhat  hardhe,  becaus  I 
faid,  that  the  propofition  wes  fo  iufl  and  neceffar,  that  whofoeuer  fould, 
aitber  dire6llie  or  indire6llie,  preaffe  to  hinder  it,  wald  be  thocht  exe- 
crable to  all  good  fubiedlis ;  whairby  fome,  who  had  fpokin  before  me, 
judged  thame  felues  fumwhat  taxed  far  vtherwayes  nor  I  meant.  My 
generall  ground  wes,  that  ane  great  taxation  fould  be  hairtehe  granted, 
and  fpeidelie  payed  :  My  reafons  wer  deduced  from  the  eflate  of  your 
maiefties  affaires,  and  oure  obligation  and  duetie ;  that  your  maieflies 
affaires  requyred  fupplie,  becaus  your  journay  drawing  yow  to  infinit  ex- 
traordinar  expenfis,  whairby  your  coffers  wer  emptied,  ane  extraordinar 
contribution  of  your  people  behoued  to  fupplie  that  want ;  it  nather  being 
feemelie  to  be  requyred,  nor  probable  to  be  obteaned,  of  the  eflate  of 
England,  (being  auerfe  from  the  journay,  which  depryued  thame  of  your 
wifhed  prefence),  wes  to  be  expedled  and  exadled  from  ws,  who  wer  to 
enioy  your  maieflies  long  wifhed  and  almofl  difpaired  returne  to  this 
kingdome :  That  the  quantitie  wes  not  fo  much  to  be  proportioned  to 
oure  eflate,  as  to  your  maieflies  honour  and  affaires,  for  which  we  fould 
be  aboue  power,  being  more  obleifTed  to  your  maieflie  nor  any  nation  in 
the  worlde  wes  to  thair  king,  the  want  of  confideration  whairof,  and  the 
motion  to  delay  oure  grant  till  we  obteaned  condicions  in  parlement,  I 
imputed,  rather  to  the  ignorance,  nor  malice,  of  thefe  who  feemed  to  think 
that  the  bafTe  fupplie  which  we  wer  able  to  affourd  could  draw  your  ma- 
ieflie to  indent  with  ws ;  prayeing  thame  to  acknouledge,  that  fince  God 
had  geuin  ws  the  mofl  excellent  king  that  euer  profefTed  Chriflianitie, 
and  who  had  blefTed  ws  with  more  reall  and  conflant  profperities,  nor  oure 
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liairtes  durfl  haue  wilhed,  or  any  vther  nation  euer  reffaued  of  thair  king, 
albeit  cure  pouertie  denyed  ws  abilitie  of  due  requytall,  oure  duetie  band 
ws  to  acknouledgement,  and  endeuour  to  go  beyond  oure  powers:  And, 
omitting  to  particularife  the  generall  benefites  done  to  oure  people  in 
England  and  Ireland,  T  fchew  that  the  bleffingis  of  juftice  and  peace, 
and  fruttis  arryiing  thairof,  did  fo  obleis  eurie  one  of  ws,  as  no  thing  in 
owre  power  could  equall  it,  defyring  that  it  might  be  remembred,  that 
whairas  the  Ilanders  oppreffed  the  Hielandmen,  the  Hielanders  firannifed 
ouer  thair  Lawland  nighbours ;  the  powerfuU  and  violent  in  the  in-cuntrie 
domineered  ouer  the  lyues  and  goodes  of  thair  weak  nighbours  ;  the  bor- 
dourars  triumphed  in  the  impunitie  of  thair  violences  to  the  portes  of 
Edinburgh ;  that  treafons,  murthours,  burningis,  thiftis,  reiffis,  hearfchippis, 
hoching  of  oxin,  breaking  of  milnes,  diftroyeing  of  growand  cornis, 
and  barbarities  of  all  fortes,  wer  exerced  in  all  pairtes  of  the  cuntrie,  no 
place  nor  perfon  being  exemed  or  inviolable,  Edinburgh  being  the  ordi- 
narie  place  of  butcherlie  reuenge  and  daylie  fightis  ;  the  paroche  churches 
and  churche-yairds  being  more  frequented  vpon  the  Sounday  for  aduan- 
tages  of  nighbourlie  malice  and  mifcheif,  nor  for  Godis  feruice  ;  nobilmen, 
barrons,  gentilmen,  and  people  of  all  fortes,  being  flaughtered,  as  it  wer, 
in  publi6l  and  vncontroUable  hoftilities  ;  merchandes  robbed,  and  left  for 
dead  on  day  light,  going  to  thair  mercats  and  faires  of  Montrois,  Wig- 
ton,  and  Berwick ;  miniflers  being  durked  in  Stirling,  buried  quick  in 
Cliddifdaill,  and  murthoured  in  Galloway;  merchandis  of  Edinburgh 
being  waited  in  thair  paffage  to  Leith  to  be  maid  prifoners  and  ran- 
foumed,  and  all  vther  abominations  which  fetled  be  inveterat  cuf- 
tume  and  impunitie  appeired  to  be  of  defperat  remeid,  had  bene  fo 
reprefled,  puneifled,  and  aboleiffed  be  your  maieflies  wifdome,  caire, 
power,  and  expenfis,  as  no  nation  on  earth  could  now  compaire  with 
oure  profperities;  whairby  we  wer  bund  to  retribute  to  your  maieflie, 
if  it  wer  the  verie  half  of  oure  hairt  bloud.  Thinking  that  none  of  the 
eftates  could  harbour  any  thoght  to  the  contrarie,  I  added,  that  I 
vnderftude  two  obiedlions  to  be  mod  common,  the  one  proceiding 
of  the  pretext  of  the  peoples  pouertie,  and  the  vther  of  the  diftri- 
bution  of  your  maieflies  moneyes,  which  being  well  managed,  might 
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fuffice  all  your  chairges.  To  which  I  anfuered,  that  I  wes  confident  that 
none  of  the  eftates  wald  now  obie6l  thair  owne  pouertie,  when  your  ma- 
ieftie  neided  thair  fupplie,  fince  the  prelates  acknouledged  thair  eflate 
and  fortunes  to  proceid  of  your  maiefties  mere  liberalitie,  and  had  freilie 
expreffed  thair  hairtie  confent  to  ane  taxation  ;  that  the  nobilitie  could 
not  oppofe,  whom  your  maieftie  had  honored  with  dignities  and  inriched 
with  eredlions,  benefited  with  landis,  patronages,  taxed  wairdes,  blanches, 
preceptis,  penfions,  and  fo  many  vther  liberalities,  as  had  almoll  ouer- 
throwne  both  the  Churche  and  the  Crowne ;  of  all  which  the  barones  and 
frieholders  wer  participant ;  that  the  welth  of  bourrowes  wes  fo  vifiblie 
increafed  be  your  maieflies  bontie  and  fauvour,  that  if  thay  did  not  con- 
tend with  the  moft.  forward  to  your  maieflies  fupplie,  thay  wald  prouoke 
your  maieftie  to  cloffe  the  condui6l  of  your  euer  flowing  bontie  touards 
thame.  As  to  the  diftribution  of  your  maiefties  rentis  and  deueis,  your 
debt  wes  fo  great  before  your  going  to  England,  that  the  payment  thair- 
of  exhaufted  all  the  taxation  granted  for  that  pourpofe  in  the  parlement 
1606,  and  the  erle  of  Dumbars  journayes  to  this  cuntrie,  for  executing 
and  eftablifling  your  maiefties  moft  prudent  and  fatherlie  deuyfes  for  re- 
formation of  intolerable  abufes  in  kirk  and  commonwealth,  had  bene  fo 
coaftlie,  as  your  maiefties  whole  Scottis  rentis  being  allowed  thairon, 
could  neuer  haue  bene  able  to  haue  performed  the  buflSnes,  withowt  verie 
lairge  fupplie  from  the  exchekker  of  England.  Since  his  deceas,  your 
maiefties  rentis,  and  the  taxation  granted  in  anno  1612,  wer  fo  proffit- 
ablie  beftowed  in  the  purchafe  of  Orknay,  owtreck  of  fchippis  and 
waidgeing  fouldiours  for  reprefling  publi6l  rebellions,  reparation  of  your 
maiefties  caftellis  and  pahces,  and  vther  commendable  deburfementis, 
exceiding  fevin  hundreth  and  tuentie  thoufand  pundis,  that  if  any  of  the 
eftates  wer  curious  to  know  the  particulars,  your  thefaurar  depute  fould 
glaidlie  refolue  thame,  knowing  that  the  proffitable  diftribution  of  byganes 
wald  induce  thame  to  more  liberall  contribution  at  this  tyme  :  Prayeing 
thame,  befydes,  to  confider  how  great  fowmes  your  maieftie  furneiflJis 
from  England,  for  the  furnitour  and  chairges  of  this  journay,  and  how 
your  maieftie  deburfis  yeirlie  in  penfions  to  oure  cuntrie  people,  fies  to  the 
Lords  of  SeflRon,  pay  to  the  guairdes  and  bordour  commiffionars,  enter- 
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leaning  anc  fchip  in  thir   fcas  for  fecuring  merchands  and  reprelTing 
pirates,  and  vther  deburfements  of  that  fort,  as  the  fame  amounting  yier- 
lie  to  ane  hundreth  and  tuentie  thoufand  pund,  whairof  your  maieftie 
might  jufthe  declyne  the  burding,  and  lay  it  vpoun  ws, — we  might  be  re- 
puted the  mofl  ignorant  and  ingrate  of  all  men,  if  oure  affedlion  at  this 
tyme  fould  not  counteruaill  oure  benefites  to  the  vttermoft  of  oure  power. 
As  to  the  pretended  pouertie  of  the  people,  it  wes  not  to  be  alledged  for 
ftay  of  the  taxation,  becaus  that  pouertie  proceided  of  oure  owne  waift- 
full  fuperfluities  in  all  maner  of  expenfis ;  and  the  poure  fort  wer  not  to 
be  burdened  with  any  pairt  of  the  taxation,  vnles  it  wer  be  thair  maiflers 
opprefling  thame  aganis  the  ordonance  of  the  eflates.     Sum  vther  rea- 
fons  being  proponed  be  vthers,  delay  wes  foght  be  the  mofl  pairt  of  the 
eflates  till  the  nixt  day,  that  thay  might  convene  with  thefe  of  thair  owne 
rank,  to  confider  of  the  quantitie  of  the  taxation  and  termes  of  payment; 
which  being  yeilded,  and  thay  convening  vpon  the  fixt  of  this  moneth  al- 
togidder,  efter  fum  fchort  reafoning  vpon  the  quantitie,  which  depended 
vpon  the  difference  of  two  hundreth  and  thrie  hundreth  thoufand  merkis  ; 
at  laft  the  mater  wes  voted,  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  yeelded  to  thrie 
hundreth  thoufand  merkis  prevailling  be  foure  or  fyue,  ane  new  queftion 
arraife,  vpoun  the  power  of  counfallours  votes,  not  being  officers  of  eftate, 
the  nobilitie,  barrens,  and  burgeffis,  contending  that  fuch  counfallours 
had  no  vote  in  conuention;  and  fo  thair  votes  being  ab(lra6led,  thefe 
who  reftri(5led  the  fowme  to  two  hundreth  thowfand  merkis  fould  pre- 
vaile.     To  which  it  being  anfuered,  that  the  queftion  wes  vntymelie,  and 
vnneceflar,  fince  it  wes  not  proponed  in  the  beginning  of  the  convention, 
and  could  be  grounded  on  no  better  reafon  at  this  tyme  nor  in  former 
tymes;  thay  faid,  that  thair  wes  no  warrand  for  the  vote  of  fuch  counfal- 
lours in  conuentions,  and  albeit  thay  wer  all  affured  that  your  maieftie 
wald  neuer  intend  iniurie,  wrong,  or  preiudice  to  any  of  your  eftates  and 
fubie6lis,  vpon  whom  your  maieftie  had  beftowed  fo  many  great  benefites, 
yet,  if  this  preparatiue  fould  haue  withgait,  efter-cuming  princes  counfal- 
led  be  ftrengers,  might  appoynt  fo  many  counfallours,  as  thair  number 
might  ouerfway  the  eftates,  if  thay  had  vote,  and  bring  what  burdingis 
vpon  the  cuntrie  be  taxations  and  vtherwayes  the  prince  pleafed  :  And 
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preaffing  my  Lord  Chancelar  to  put  the  mater  in  voting,  which  he  caire- 
fulhe  declyned,  to  wyn  tyme,  and  find  fum  expedient,  he  commanded  me 
to  reafoun  the  mater,  alledgeing  that  I  wes  ane  olde  comifallour.  I  an- 
fuered,  that  albeit  for  yeires  I  might  be  reckoned  amongis  your  maiefties 
olde  feruandis,  yet  I  wes  reduced  to  be  ane  prcnteis  be  the  noueltie  of 
propofitions  now  made  :  that  I  neuer  hard  this  dowt  moued  in  any  pre- 
ceiding  conuention,  whair  I  had  fene  counfallours  many  tymes  fit  and 
vote,  and  that  none  appeired  fo  bent  in  the  mater  as  the  fmall  barrons, 
whoes  privilege  being  latelie  purchafled  with  thair  money,  the  ellate  of 
the  bypafl  conventions  wes  better  knowne  to  many  vthers  nor  to  tliame. 
I  thoght  it  neidles  to  luke  to  far  bak  to  the  antiquitie,  contenting  my 
felf  with  the  relation  of  that  which  in  the  long  courfe  of  your  maieflies 
blefTed  regne  had  bene  obferued,  during  which  tyme  I  vnderftude  that 
almoft  in  all  conuentions,  and  fpeciallie  when  taxations  and  vthers  moil 
important  maters  wer  to  be  concluded,  thefe  of  your  maieflies  Privie 
Counfall  had  comonlie  vote,  for  which  I  alledged  fum  notable  inflances. 
To  all  which,  the  greateft  number  of  the  eflates,  except  the  prelates,  op- 
pofed  fo  inftantlie  that  thay  wald  not  confent  to  proceid,  whill  the 
queflion  of  taxation  wer  of  new  voted,  your  maieflies  counfallours  not 
being  officers  of  eflate,  being  fecluded,  as  having  no  vote  in  the  con- 
uention, which  your  maieflies  ofiicers  thoght  ane  poynt  of  fuch  moment, 
as  we  counfalled  my  Lord  Chancellar  rather  to  tak  any  vther  gude  ex- 
pedient, nor  fuffer  thame  expreflie  to  prevaile  in  thair  defyre,  withowt  your 
maieflies  knouledge,  which  he  wyfelie  conlidered  and  cairfullie  debaited. 
Oure  opinions  concurring,  that  your  maieftie  wald  rather  allow  or  ouerfie 
any  vther  courfe,  nor,  that  we  fould  haue  prefumed  to  determine  vpon  fo 
heigh  ane  poynt,  before  it  wer  fignified  to  your  maieflie,  and  we  dire6led  in 
oure  dewties  be  your  maieflies  anfuer;  and  fo,  thay  perfifling,  and  we  not 
yielding,  we  intended  rather  to  haue  continowed  the  conuention  to  the 
fecond  of  Apryle,  nor  to  haue  geuin  way  to  thair  defyre ;  hot  my  Lord 
of  Santandrois,  diflyking  ane  difTolution  of  the  eflates  and  counfall,  in 
contrarie  termes,  and  the  nobilitie,  barons,  and  burgeflis  flill  vrgeing 
that  the  propofition  of  the  taxation  might  be  of  new  voted,  and  the 
counfallours  to  be   aither   excluded  or    commanded  to  be  filent,  and 
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notwitliftandiiig  all  the  entreatie  and  reafons  could  be  geuin  to  thame 
be  my  Lordis  Chancelar,  Thefaurar,  and  Archibifchops  of  Santandrois 
and  Glafgo,  thay  remaning  vnalterable  from  thair  begun  oppofition,  it 
wes  at  lafl  refolued,  as  minus  malum,  that  the  counfallours  being  the 
nixt  day  abfcnt  from  the  conuention,  it  fould  be  generallie  motioned 
be  ray  Lord  Chancelar  to  the  eflates,  and  to  your  maiefties  officers 
of  eftate,  that  thay  wald  declaire  what  thay  thoght  moil  fit  to  be  done 
for  the  wyfe  and  dewtifull  concluding  of  the  mater  for  which  we  wer 
convened,  and  that  the  opinion  of  foure  or  fyue  of  the  principals  be- 
ing demanded,  the  whole  number  fould  generallie  applaude  to  thair 
grant  of  two  hundreth  thoufand  pundis  at  verie  fchort  termes;  thefe  who 
wer  moll  ftridl,  profefling  that  thay  caired  not  fo  much  for  the  money,  as 
for  the  danger  of  the  confequence,  which  thay  feared  might  enfue  be  thair 
admifllon  of  counfallours  to  haue  vote  amongis  thame.  So,  as  all  men 
being  in  expectation  of  ane  peaceabill  and  vniforme  conclufion,  I  wes 
this  morning  forewairned  be  my  Lord  Chancelar,  that  he  hard  that  thay 
wer  to  impugne  the  Thefaurar  deputes  vote,  becaus  he  wes  not  ane 
officer  of  eftate.  I  anfuered,  that  I  had  euer  fene  Sir  Robert  Meluill 
and  Sir  John  Arnot,  when  thay  polTefTed  the  lyke  office,  have  vote  bothe 
in  coniientions  and  parlements;  hot  becaus  I  wes  afTured  be  his  lordfliip 
and  vtheris,  that  the  oppofants  wald  ftand  to  the  mater,  and  rather  delay 
all,  nor  admit  Sir  Gedeon,  I  forewairned  him,  and  fand  that  he  wald  neuer, 
for  the  cereraonie  of  one  dayes  accefle,  dillurbe  ane  mater  fo  neceflar  for 
your  maiefties  feruice,  fince  your  maieftie,  at  the  parlement,  might  do 
what  you  fand  good  and  iuft  in  that  and  vtlier  pourpofes  of  the  lyke  na- 
ture, whairin  your  maieftie  had  greater  interell  nor  your  temporarie  and 
alterable  feruants.  And  fo  the  eftates  convening,  and  feing  him  and  the 
counfallours  abfent,  my  Lord  Chancelar  proponed  the  mater  as  wes  pro- 
iedled  to  the  Erie  of  Mar,  who  voting  that  he  thoght  it  expedient  that 
your  maieftie  fould  haue  ane  taxation  of  two  hundreth  thoufand  pundis, 
the  half  thairof  to  be  payed  at  Mertimes  nixt,  and  the  vther  half  at  Wit- 
fonday  1G18,  all  the  nobilitie  followed  his  opinion,  with  vniforme  applaufe 
of  prelatis,  barons,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  conuention.  If  thair  be  any 
thing  in  this  whole  mater,  whairof  your  maieftie  aither  thflykes  the  fub- 
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fiance  or  forme,  I  moft  humblie  befeik  your  maiellie  to  referue  your  refo- 
lution  to  your  felf,  and  not  to  expreffe  be  wourd  or  letter  any  paffion  or 
offence,  fince,  at  your  raaiefties  being  heir,  your  maieilie  may  expe6l  more 
perfyte  fatiffa6lion  nor  can  be  wroght  before  that  tyme;  and  if  your  ma- 
iellies  pourpofe  be  foner  expreffed,  it  will  be  more  eafie  for  thefe  that  hes 
ane  contrare  diffein  (if  any  fuch  be,  which  I  can  not  fufpedl)  to  fuggeft 
indiredl  difturbance,  nor  thay  can  be  able  to  do,  if  your  maiefties  inten- 
tions be  concealed.  So,  wifliing  that  the  ioy  and  happines  of  your  ma- 
iefties journay  to  Scotland  may  equall  and  exceid  that  of  your  firft  entrie 
in  England,  which  is  the  true  paterne  of  the  moft  acceptable  and  profper- 
ous  iournay  that  euer  any  king  made  before  this  day;  and  befeiking 
God  to  protedl  your  maiefties  perfon,  diredl  your  affaires,  and  prolong 
and  profper  the  yeires  and  felicities  of  your  maiefties  lyffe  and  regne, 
beyond  the  tyme  and  fuccefle  of  the  happieft  that  the  worlde  did  euir  fie, 
I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfull, 
and  moft  bund  feruant, 

Binning. 
Edinburgh,  7  Merche  1617- 


clxvi.—the  lords  of  council  and  session  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Your  maiefteis  gracious  favour  having  placed  ws  in  your  Col- 
lege of  Juftice,  wyfelie  inftituted  be  your  moft  renouned  grandfather, 
King  James  the  Fyft,  of  ane  definit  and  certane  number  of  Ordinar  Sena- 
tours,  with  ane  Prefident,  and  the  Lord  Chanceler,  and  fie  vther  Lordes 
as  fould  pleas  the  kinges  grace  to  inioyne  to  thame  off  his  great  Counfell, 
to  haue  vote  with  thame  to  the  number  off  thre  or  four ;  our  want  off 
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Uiat  grace  and  favour,  which  your  niaicflie  being  in  this  kingdome,  did 
vluallie  vowchaiff  to  ws,  be  your  royall  prefence  amongis  ws,  and  cou- 
Itant  proto6tioun  in  everie  thing  which  might  concerne  the  dignitie,  au- 
thoritie,  and  privileges  of  this  fenate,  conllraines  ws  to  trouble  your 
niaieilie  with  this  mofl  humble  petitioun:  Tliat  your  maieflie  may  be 
graciouilie  pleafed  to  remember,  that  iuft  occafiones,  bed  knowne  to  your 
lelff,  having  moved  your  maieflie  to  remove  the  Lord  of  Blantyre  from 
the  Extraordinar  place  pofleffed  be  him  in  Seffioun,  and  to  difpone  the 
fame  to  the  Lord  Elphinftoun,  the  humble  and  inflant  interceffioun  of  the 
Lord  Blantyres  freindes,  and  your  maiefties  gracious  confideratioun  oti' 
liis  long  fervice,  did  fo  prevaile  with  your  maieflie,  as  yow  wer  induced 
to  appoint  him  to  haue  ane  fupernumerar  place  amangis  the  Extraordinars. 
At  which  tyme  the  Lordis  of  SefTioun,  informing  your  maieflie  of  the 
precife  ordour  off  the  firfl  inflitution,  which  appeired  to  be  greatlie  pre- 
judged be  the  Lord  Blantyres  admiflioun,  your  maieflie  wes  not  onelie 
then  pleafed  to  promes,  in  verbo  prhicipis,  to  fupprefe  the  fyft  place  fo 
lone  as  it  fould  vaick,  bot  fenfyne  in  the  yeir  off  God  1(310,  your  maief- 
tie,  having  be  your  warrand  fend  to  ws  with  the  Erll  off  Dunbar,  difcharged 
all  the  Extraordinars,  and  thairefter  reponed  four  of  thame,  as  the  number 
agriable  to  the  firfl  inflitutioun,  without  any  warrand  for  readmifTioun  off 
Maifler  Peter  Rollock  of  Piltoun, — his  freindes  reprefenting  to  vour 
maieflie,  the  vndiflerued  difgrace  which  he  fhould  fufteane,  iff,  havino- 
allwayes  behaved  him  felff  faithfullie  in  your  maiefties  fervice,  and  dewti- 
fullie  in  his  publitl  imployment,  he  fould  onlie  fufleane  the  mark  off  dif- 
grace, being  excluded  when  his  collegues  wer  repofTefled,  your  maieflies 
defyre  to  reduce  our  number  to  the  firfl  inflitutioun  wes  thair  greatefl 
and  onlie  difRcultie.  At  lall,  your  maieflie  wes  pleafed  to  remove,  with 
this  clans  added  to  his  new  prefentatioun,  that  your  maieflie  promitted, 
whenfoeuer  any  off  the  fyve  Extraordinar  places  fould  vaick,  your  maief- 
tie  fould  fupprefe  the  famyn,  and  neuir  grant  prefentatioun  to  anv 
Extraordinar  places  above  the  number  of  foure;  as  the  adl  of  the 
faid  Maifler  Peters  admifTioun,  extraclit  furth  off  our  Sederunt  booke, 
lent  heirwith,  dois  cleirlie  teflifie  ;  and  thairfoir  the  Lord  Blantvres 
place  being  now  vovd  be  his  deceis,  our  knawledge  off  manve  incon- 
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venientis,  which  may  refult  off  the  excefle  off  that  number,  which  wes 
firft  appointed  be  our  inftitutioun,  hes  induced  ws  moll  humbhe  to  befeik. 
your  maieftie,  be  thir  lynes,  to  embrace  the  occafioun  now  offered,  to  per- 
forme  your  mod  wyfe  and  jufl  intentioun,  and  to  fend  to  ws  your  maieif  ies 
o-race'swarrand  in  wreatt,  for  our  perpetuall  affurance  thairof,  whairby  your 
maieftie  may  be  releived  from  the  importunitie  off  the  iniuft  fute  off  fuch 
as  fall  defyre  to  be  provided  to  ane  place,  when  none  is  dewlie  vacand ; 
and  we  alfo  may  be  fred  off  all  conteftatioun  with  any  who  fall  feik  entrie 
amono-is  ws,  with  preiudice  and  derogatioun  off  our  privileges.  So, 
hopino-  your  maieftie  will  adde  this  fauour  to  the  infinit  benefites  beftowit 
vpoun  the  whole  bodie  of  your  Seffioun,  and  the  particular  members 
thairoff,  we  will  faithfullie  promitt,  that  our  caire  and  diligence,  in  the 
difcharge  of  the  dewtie  off  our  places,  fall  mak  the  increas  off  our  num- 
ber als  vnneceffar,  as  it  is  hurtfull  to  the  dignitie  off  the  judgement  and 
integritie  off  our  firft  inftitutioun;  and  fall  endleflie  pray  to  God,  that 
your  maiefties  regne  may  be  memorable  beyond  all  that  euir  preceided 
yow  for  number  off  yeeres,  and  accompleifled  profperiteis,  and  that  your 
royall  iflue  may  be  worthie  fucceflburs  off  your  vertue  and  happines,  to 
the  worldis  end. 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  faithfull 
fubie6lis  and  feruantis, 

DUNFERMELYNE,   CaNCELLS.  L.  CrAIG. 

Binning.  A.  Hay. 

KiLSAYTH.  J.  Hamilton. 

Quittingham.  R.  Cokburne. 

George  Hay.  W.  Oliphant. 

Carnegy.  S"^.  J.  Skene. 
G.  Murray. 

Edinburgh,  13  Marche,  1617. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CLXVII.—LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  Conuention  being  concluded  in  maner  conteaned  in  my 
letter  of  the  7  of  this  moneth,  the  perfute  criminall  wes  renewed  ao-anis 
Goicht,  whofe  lawers,  according  to  thair  cuflume,  feiking  delayes,  beo-an 
to  difpute  iudiciallie  vpon  the  Counfals  power  to  appoynt  ane  juftice 
depute.  One  of  the  Ordinars  being  deadlie  feik,  and  the  vther  laufullie 
declyned,  fo  fone  as  I  hard  of  it,  I  foght  the  approbation  and  affiftance 
of  my  Lord  Thefaurar,  the  Clerk  of  Regifter,  and  fum  nobilmen  of  the 
Counfall  being  prefent,  to  repreffe  the  infolence  of  that  attempt;  and 
with  thame  went  direcllie  to  the  Juilice  Court,  and  reprefenting  to  the 
lawers  the  enormitie  of  thair  fault,  gaue  prefent  command  to  the  clerk 
to  deleit  furth  of  thair  boukes  all  that  was  writtin  vpon  that  fubie6l,  with 
publi6l  intimation  to  thefe  lawers,  and  all  vthers  of  thair  profeflion,  that  if 
thairefter  any  fould  prefume  to  moue  the  lyke  queftion,  the  rigour  to  be 
vfed  be  the  Counfall  in  thair  puniihment,  fould  mak  them  to  know  and 
feele  thair  power;  which  my  Lord  Thefaurar  confirmed  with  ane  verie 
graue  and  wyfe  fpeich,  whairby  the  lawers  wer  broght  to  acknouledge- 
ment  of  thair  fault,  and  craving  pardon  for  it,  with  promeis  not  to  com- 
mit the  lyke;  whairvpon  enfewed  ane  verie  modefl  and  ciuill  difputation. 
And  albeit  the  defendars  did  vfe  many  meanes  of  delay  to  gayne  tvme, 
whill  thay  might  find  tyme  for  fum  beginning  of  hope  of  grace  and 
fauour  from  your  maieftie,  yet  it  wes  with  reuerence  to  the  Juge  and 
afleflburs,  and  in  termes  of  law.  Whill  be  packet  of  the  7,  my  Lordis 
Chancelar,  Thefaurar,  and  I,  reflaued  your  maiefties  letter,  commanding 
ws  to  intimat  to  the  Erie  of  Erroll,  your  maieflies  permilTioun  to  him  to 
heir  and  accept  offers  of  condigne  fatiffa6lioun  for  iniuries  or  wrongis 

2  N 
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done  to  him  or  his  freindis :  which  being  accordinglie  performed  be  w  s, 
he  then  kythed  als  willing  to  accept,  as  before  he  had  bene  conftant  (if 
not  obflinat)  in  the  refiifall  of  all  freindlie  dealling,  profeffing  that  be- 
fyde  the  pruif  of  your  maieflies  many  preceiding  benefites,  he  wes  fo  far 
bund  to  vour  maiefties  vnchaingeable  refolution  to  furder  him  to  iuftice 
in  this  caufe,  that  he  might  be  reputed  the  ingrateft  of  all  men,  if  he 
fould  not  be  equallie  reddie  to  perfift  or  defift,  as  your  maieftie  fould  be 
pleafed  to  command  him ;  and  wes  fo  conforted  when  I  fchew  to  him  that 
your  maiertio  had  caufed  my  brother  wryte  to  me,  to  giue  him  your  maief- 
ties hairtie  thankis,  for  his  dewtifull  inftance  in  his  perfute,  and  not  yeild- 
ino-  to  any  offer  of  fatiffafclion  without  your  maiefties  diredlion,  that  he 
craived,  as  ane  fingular  fauour,  that  we  vvald  permit  him  to  fchew  to  his 
principall  freindis  your  maiefties  letter,  and  that  I  fould  declaire,  in  thair 
heirincr,  what  your  maieftie  had  commanded  my  brother  to  wryte  thair- 
anent.  So,  as  I  cannot  exprefle  which  of  the  two  pairties  acknowledgis 
thamefelfis  moft  obleiffed  to  your  maieftie,  for  the  moft  wyfe  and  gra- 
cious ordour  prefcryued  be  your  maieftie  in  this  buflines,  whairin  the 
Erie  of  Errol  vvald  yield  no  farder,  bot  to  ane  continowation  to  the  18  of 
Junij,  vpon  fure  caution  for  Geightis  compeirance  at  that  dyet,  profefling 
that  he  wald  accept  no  fatiffa(ftion  of  the  pairties,  whill  firft  thay  fatiffie 
your  maieftie. 

The  Gudeman  of  Rentons  abfence  from  this  towne  forced  me  to  delay 
the  accompt  of  my  proceiding  in  your  maiefties  direction  concerning  the 
fchiref-clerkfchip  of  Berwik.  Rentons  reafons  wer,  that  be  his  commif- 
iion  he  had  power  to  appoynt  officers  and  members  of  court;  that  be  the 
aftis  of  parlement,  the  fchireffis  wer  haldin  to  anfuer  for  thair  clerkis, 
wiiich  they  could  not  do  if  thay  had  not  libertie  to  place  and  difplace 
thame;  that  he  could  not  expe6l  obedience  of  ane  clerk  not  depending 
vpon  him,  nor  fubie6l  to  his  cenfure;  that  it  wes  not  expedient  that  the 
clerkfchip  fould  be  geuin  to  ane  non  refident  in  the  fchyre  to  attend  the 
feruice.  My  humble  opinion  is,  that  the  geuing  power  to  ane  fchiref, 
hauing  commiftion  onlie  for  one  yeir,  may  produce  many  inconvenientis; 
for  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  the  fchiref  of  the  nixt  yeir,  will,  owt  of  his 
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acquentance  or  affedlion,  mak  choice  of  ane  vther  Ihe  nixt  yeer;  and  fo 
from  yeir  to  yeir,  making  the  clerkis  alterable,  thair  court  boiikes  fall  fall 
in  confufion,  and  the  fchyre  in  difordour,  all  the  members  of  court  beini^ 
alyke  llrengers  to  that  which  hes  bene  done  in  that  jugement  before  thair 
entrie  ;  whairas  ane  fufficient  man  being  appoynted  clerk  ad  vitam,  as 
your  maiellie  hes  done  in  the  mofl  pairt  of  all  the  fchyres,  being  in  your 
maieflies  handis,  thair  knouledge  of  the  courfe  of  the  affaires,  and  ftvle 
and  ordour  of  the  iurifdi6lion,  will  bothe  inable  thame  to  difchairge 
thair  owne  place  with  fufficiencie,  and  fupplie  the  inexperience  of  the  new 
entering  and  oft  chaingcd  fchireffis.  It  is  trew  that  it  wer  proffitable  that 
the  fchiref-clerk  fould  mak  conftant  relidence  in  the  fchyre,  bot  the  mod 
pairt  of  thame  that  does  fo  ar  of  fmall  meanes  and  fkill,  and  many 
tymes  of  dowtfull  integritie ;  whairas,  if  ane  honeft  man  of  gude  knou- 
ledge haue  the  office,  with  power  to  depute  fik  as  he  mufl  anfuer  for,  he 
will  be  bund  to  haue  ane  watchefull  ey  vpon  his  clerkis  diligence  and 
trewth ;  and  when  any  dowt  or  queflion  arryfes  in  that  inferiour  court, 
exceiding  the  fkill  of  the  fchiref  and  clerk,  the  mater  being  fignified  to 
him,  he  may  aither  be  his  owne  knouledge,  or  confultation  with  his  col- 
legues,  aduocats  of  the  befl  fkill,  dire6l  be  his  counfall  the  judge  and 
clerk,  to  do  that  which  with  befl  warrand  may  determine  the  controuerfie, 
and  fatiffie  the  pairties  be  juflice;  the  confideration  whairof,  I  humblie 
fubmit  to  your  maieflies  heigh  wifdome. 

The  Lord  Biantyre  being  now  deceafTed,  the  Senatours  of  your  maieflies 
College  of  Juflice  haue  fent  heerwith  thair  raofl  humble  fupplication  to 
your  maieflie  to  fupprefTe  that  fupernumerar  place,  according  to  your 
royall  and  mofl  gracious  promeis. 

Sir  George  Erfkin  having  deliuered  your  maieflies  prefentation,  is 
put  to  his  tryall,  and  hes  geuin  fo  gude  fatiffadlion  in  the  beginning 
thairof,  that  he  is  to  be  admitted  to  morrow,  God  willing. 

My  Lord  Thefaurar  being  informed  of  the  exorbitant  preiudice  done 
to  this  cuntrie,  be  tranfport  of  the  befl  of  your  maieflies  coyne,  and  in- 
bringing  of  forayne  gold  and  filuer,  and  expofing  thairof  aboue  the  iufl 
availl,  hes  urged  reformation  of  it,  which  all  men  acknouledge  to  be  rea- 
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fonable  and  neceflar;  bot  becaus  vntymelie  reformation  may  mak  reine- 
dia  malis  peiora,  the  officers  of  your  maiefties  mint  and  vthers,  of  bed 
knouledge  in  maters  of  coyne,  ar  ordaned  to  be  before  the  Counfall  vpon 
Wednifday  nixt,  to  confult  of  that  buflines,  the  event  whairof  fall  be  fig- 
nified  to  your  maieftie. 

Sir  James  Cuninghames  propofition,  concerning  the  Indian  Cumpanie, 
is  alfo  continovved  till  the  Counfall  heir  the  opinion  of  fum  of  oure  mer- 
chandis  of  bed  experience,  vpon  the  condicions  and  prouifions  neceffar 
in  ane  mater  of  fuch  confequence  and  noueltie  in  this  eilate. 

Sir  William  Hairt  being  now  deceaffed,  who  had  ane  yeirlie  fie  of 
your  maieflie  of  fyue  hundreth  pundis,  my  Lord  Chancelar  thinkis,  if 
your  maieflie  may  be  pleafed,  to  delay  the  appoynting  of  any  new  depute 
or  judge  for  that  court,  till  your  cuming  to  this  cuntrie,  your  maieftie 
may  haue  opportunitie,  in  the  approcheing  parlement,  to  reforme  and 
eftableis  the  criminall  judicature,  in  more  perfyte  ordour  nor  hes  bene 
done  in  any  bygane  tyme  within  this  kingdome. 

The  Counfall  intendis  to  command  your  maiefties  Maifter  houflialdis, 
and  fum  of  the  ancient  feruandis  of  your  maiefties  houfe,  to  convene  and 
vndertak  the  direcSlion  of  all  thingis  concerning  your  maiefties  houfe,  and 
to  appoynt  feuerall  officers  to  all  feuerall  chairgis,  whairin  much  may  de- 
pend vpon  the  information  of  James  Maxuell  and  William  Rydar,  who 
wald  be  haifted  hither  for  that  effeft. 

Kinfawnis  is  writtin  for  to  be  heir  to  tak  ordour  for  the  Erie  of  Crau- 
furds  tranfport;  bot  I  heir  that  he  will  not  vndertak  fo  much  as  hes  bene 
promeifed  in  his  name  in  that  pourpofe,  whairof  your  maieftie  fall  haue 
farder  certantie  be  my  nixt. 

Capten  Murray,  who  hes  bene  long  hindered  be  contrare  windis,  is 
now  vpon  his  voyage  touardis  London,  for  tranfport  of  your  maiefties 
prouifions  to  this  cuntrie. 

The  Maifter  of  Elfinfton  hes  promeifed  to  fignifie  to  his  father,  your 
maiefties  pleafour  concerning  his  ludgeing  neir  Halyrudhous,  and  to  re- 
port his  anfuer  to  the  Counfall,  which  no  dowt  will  be  moft  hairtelie  obe- 
dient.    So,  begging  pardon  for  this  too  great  interruption  of  your  maief- 


THE    MELROS    PAPERS.  285 

ties  royall  affaires,  I  pray  God  to  grant,  without  diflurbance  or  interrup- 
tion, the  longeft  and  happiefl  regne  and  lyfe  to  your  maiellie,  that  euer 
any  king  enioyed.     Edinburgh,  14  Merche  [1617?] 

Your  mod  facred  Maiefties  mod  humble,  faithful!, 
and  bund  feruant. 

Binning. 

To  the  Kingis  mod  facred  Maieflie. 


CLXVIII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

We  reffauit  your  maiefteis  lettre,  with  the  petitioun  preferred 
vnto  your  maiellie,  on  the  behalff  of  the  foure  ordinair  maiflaris,  by  the 
whiche  thay  craued  that  your  maiellie  wald  be  gratiouflie  pleafit  to  mo- 
difie  vnto  tharae  a  certane  fee  and  dewitie,  to  be  payit  be  noble  men  and 
knightis,  the  tyme  of  thair  preferment  to  thair  degrees  and  rankis  of  hon- 
nour;  and  how  that  youre  maiellie  hes  delayit  the  granting  of  thair  peti- 
tioun, till  we,  after  confideratioun  of  the  nature  and  confequence  of  thair 
fute,  fould  refolue  youre  maiellie  of  oure  opinioun  thairanent.  Accord- 
ing to  your  maiefteis  dire6lioun,  we  half  conlidderit  thair  fute,  and  we 
find,  that,  as  thair  attendance  vpoun  youre  maiefteis  honnouris,  bothe  in 
parliamentis,  and  at  all  other  tymes  of  ony  folempnitie,  is  verie  requifite 
and  neceflair,  and  hes  beene  in  continuall  cuftome  and  obferuatioun,  paft 
memoir  of  man;  fo  thay  half  euer  bene  in  vfe  to  reflaue,  frome  noblemen 
and  knightis,  the  tyme  of  thair  creatioun,  fome  free  and  willing  acknow- 
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ledgement  for  thair  panes  and  attendance,  whilk  verie  aft  did  furmont 
that  whilk  thay  now  crave  to  be  modifeit  vnto  thame.  And  becaus  the 
herauldis  and  trumpettis,  whofe  fees  and  dewyteis  wer  formarlie  arbitrall, 
according  to  the  difcretioun  and  hberalitie  of  the  pairtye,  hes  of  laite 
gottin  a  conflant  and  certane  dewitie  modifeit  and  appointit  vnto  thame, 
to  be  payit  at  fuche  folempniteis,  the  maiflaris  tooke  thairupoun  purpois 
to  be  fuitaris  vnto  youre  maieftie,  leaft  that  pairtyis  taking  holde  of  the 
not  appointing  and  modifeeing  of  a  conflant  and  certane  dewytie  to 
thame,  as  is  done  to  the  herauldis  and  trumpettis,  fould  mifknowe  bothe 
thair  attendance  and  acknowlegement.  And  thairfoir  (faulffing  youre 
maiefleis  better  opinioun),  we  think  thair  fute  and  petitioun  reafonable, 
except  in  that  pairt  thairof  anent  the  fee  of  knightis,  whilk  we  haif  modi- 
feit to  tuentie  merkis;  and  we  allow  of  the  other  fees  as  thay  ar  fett 
doun  in  thair  petitioun,  viz.  for  ane  erll,  fourefcoir  pundis ;  for  ane  vi- 
count,  ane  hundreth  merkis;  for  ane  lord,  fourefcoir  merkis;  and  for  a 
knight,  tuentie  merkis,  as  faid  is.  And  yf  it  fliall  pleis  youre  maieftie  to 
allow  of  this  oure  opinioun,  and  accordinglie  to  expeid  thair  fuite,  it  will 
putt  thame  in  a  certantie  quhat  to  craue,  and  the  pairtyis  in  a  certantie 
quhat  to  pay.  And  fo,  with  oure  humble  prayers  vnto  God,  recommend- 
ing youre  facred  maieftie  to  his  divyne  protedlioun,  we  reft  for  euer 

Your  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie<Slis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Binning. 

A.  Mar.  George  Hav. 

TULLIBARDINE.  W.   OlIPHANT. 


Edinburgh,  thrid  of  Aprile  1617- 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CLXIX.—LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Remembring  your  maiefties  expres  diredlion,  that  ordour  niigii! 
be  tane  for  releiving  your  maieftie  from  tl)e  importunitie  of  vntymelie 
and  vnreafonable  futars,  and  fpeciallie  thefe  who  might  interceid  for  for- 
falted  or  difabled  perfons,  I  haue  framed  the  fubflance  of  ane  proclama- 
tion, which  I  fend  herewith  to  your  maieftie,  to  be  fene  at  your  gude 
laifer,  and  directed  to  be  amended,  whair  your  maieftie  findis  any  thing 
to  be  added,  paired,  or  altered.  I  haue  alfo  maid  mention  of  futes  of 
all  vther  kyndis,  and  infert  ane  claufe  aganis  the  releif  of  bankrupt  pri- 
foners,  all  which  I  humblie  fubmit  to  your  maiefties  cenfure,  which,  being 
exprefled  be  letter,  and  this  forme  fent  bak,  fall  be  corredled  and  pub- 
leifled  according  to  the  fignification  of  your  maiefties  pleafour. 

The  note  fent  heirwith  will  informe  your  maieftie  of  all  that  we  haue 
done  in  counfall  the  laft  of  Apryle. 

The  greateft  difficultie  which  occurris  to  ws  in  the  preparations  for 
your  maiefties  remoues,  is  in  the  tranfport  of  your  maiefties  cumpanie, 
and  cariages,  at  Leith  and  Dundie,  whairof  thair  is  no  poftibilitie,  in  re- 
fpe6l  of  the  fcaircetie  of  boates,  if  the  moft  pairt  of  all  your  maiefties 
trayne  fall  not  pas  at  Leith,  Quenifferrie,  and  Stirling,  before  the  day  of 
vour  maiefties  remoue  from  Edinburgh  to  Falkland ;  and  when  your 
maieftie  goes  from  Falkland,  it  is  not  poftible  to  the  boates  of  Dundie 
to  tranfport,  in  one  day,  the  tent  pairt  of  your  maiefties  trayne.  The 
■onlie  remeid  will  be,  if  your  maiefties  followers  prevent  the  dav  of 
your  remoue  from  Falkland,  going  be  Sant  Jhonfton,  and  taking  thair 
bagage  with  thame.  Befyde  that,  it  is  not  fene  how  your  maiefties 
lluffis  can  be  tranfported,  and  in  due  tyme  placed  at  Kinnaird,  vnles 
your  maieftie  ftay  two  nightis  at  Dundie,  in  your  firft  paflage,  and 
mak  the  lyke  ftay  at  Dundie  in  your  returne  from  Kinnaird.  And  albeit, 
I  feare,  that  this  necefTar  chainge  of  giftes  may  offend  your  maieftie, 
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yet,  fince  thay  can  not  well  be  remeded,  I  think  it  more  agreable  to  my 
duetie  to  fignifie  it  to  your  maieflie  in  tyme,  nor  by  concealing  it  now,  to 
exprefle  it  when  the  difRcultie  of  remeid  fall  mak  the  vntymelie  difcouerie 
more  iulllie  offenfiue  to  your  maieflie.  So,  humblie  prayeing  your 
maieflie,  to  allow  and  command  the  counfall  to  prefcryue  the  ordour 
which  may  beft  agrie  with  the  eafe  and  vfe  of  your  maieflie,  and  your 
followers,  I  befeik  God  to  encreas  the  happines  and  contentment  of  your 
journay,  and  bring  it  to  ane  mofl  profperous  and  joyfull  end.  Edin- 
burgh, firflof  May  [1617?] 

Your  mofl  facred  Maieflies  mofl  humble, 
faithfull,  and  bund  feruant. 

Binning. 

To  the  Kingis  mofl  facred  Maieflie. 


CLXX NOTE  OF  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL,  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  PREVIOUS 

LETTER  AS  TO  HIS  MAJESTY'S  RECEPTION. 

Vltimo  Apbilis  1617- 

TiiAiR  is  a  proclamatioun  publifl  at  the  mercat  croce  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  accordinglie  is  to  be  publifl  in  all  the  heade  burrowis  of  this 
kingdome,  declairing  at  length  his  maieflies  eirnifl  defyre  to  vifite  this  his 
antient  kingdome,  and  the  naturall  longing  that  his  maieflie  hes  had  thir 
mony  yeiris  bigane  to  come  heir,  and  how  that  now  all  the  impediments 
quhilkis  hinderit  his  majeflies  refolutioun  anent  his  heircomeing  being 
removed,  his  maieflie  hes  begon  and  almaifl  accompliflieit  his  jornay  and 
progres,  with  mofl  confortable  and  happy  fuccefe;  and  thairfoir  command- 
ing all  his  maieflies  goode  fubieclis  of  this  kingdome  to  be  thankful!  to 


THE    MELROS    PAPERS.  289 

God  for  the  confortable  and  happy  fuccefle,  that  his  maieflie  hes  had  in 
his  jornay,  and  nixt  to  be  thankfull  to  his  maieflie  for  the  panes  and  tra- 
veHis  that  his  maieflie  hes  tane  in  his  awin  perfone  to  come  to  tliis  cun- 
trev,  and  in  manifellatioun  of  thair  thankfuhies  to  his  maieflie,  to  fliowe 
taikynnis  of  curtefie,hairtlynes  andhumanitie,  to  the  noblemen  and  otheris 
of  the  kingdome  of  England,  that  ar  to  come  heir  with  his  maieflie,  and 
to  oiTer  na  mater  of  offence  to  thame  by  reprotche,  worde,  deid,  counte- 
nance, nor  otherwayes,  and  that  all  the  fubiedlis  of  this  kingdome  contene 
thame  felffis  in  quietnes  and  in  ciuile  fotietie,  euery  one  of  thame  with 
another,  and  on  nawife  to  perfew  nor  invade  one  another  by  worde,  deid, 
countenance,  nor  otherwayes,  vnder  the  pane  of  deade. 

And  becaus  in  the  placeis  of  his  maiefties  aboade  in  this  kingdome,  his 
maieflie  will  fometymes  necefTarlie  half  occafion  to  recreat  himfelff  in  the 
feildis,  proclamationis  ar  exped  and  publifl,  difchargeing  theflauchter  of 
moorefoule,  partridges,  and  pouttis,  within  ten  myllis  of  the  placeis  of  his 
maieflies  aboade,  and  commanding  the  fame  to  be  cairfullie  preferued 
and  hayned  for  his  maieflies  paflyme  and  gayme. 

In  refpe6l  of  the  difordour  and  confufioun  that  hes  been  in  preceding 
parliamentis  anent  the  putting  of  a  confufed  nomber  of  articlis  and  peti- 
tionis,  without  forme,  ordour,  and  formalitie,  a  proclamatioun  is  exped 
and  publifl  conforme  to  the  a6l  of  Parliament,  concerning  all  perfonis 
that  hes  ony  articlis  or  petitions  to  gif  in  to  the  parliament,  that  thay  gif 
in  the  fame  in  dew  and  lauchfull  tyme  afoir  the  parliament  to  the  Clerk 
of  his  Maieflies  Regifler,  to  the  effe6l  the  fame  may  be  confidderit  be 
thofe  quhome  it  apperteyneth,  with  certificatioun  to  thame  that  failyes, 
that  the  fame  fall  not  be  relTauit  thairefter. 

Thair  is  new  aduertifement  fend  to  the  bifliop  and  to  the  magiflratis  of 
the  citie  of  Brechine,  and  to  the  magiflratis  of  the  toun  of  Monrois,  to 
cans  all  neceflar  prouifioun  of  viuers  for  horfe  and  men,  be  abundantlie 
prouydit  in  thair  townis,  for  his  maieflie  and  his  tryne,  and  to  cans  haikis 
and  mayngeris  be  fett  vp  in  barnis  for  the  better  flaibling  of  his  maieflies 
and  his  trynes  horfTes. 

DirecT;ioun  is  fend  to  the  Erll  of  Home,  that  he,  accompanyed  with  the 
baronis  and  gentlemen  of  his  kin,  freindfhip,  and  dependance,  all  in  goode 
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equippage,  and  vveele  horfit,  fall  meete  his  maieflie  at  the  boun  rod,  and 
convoy  his  maieflie  thaiifra  to  Dunglas,  and  fra  that  to  Pencraik,  befydis 
Lyntoun  boiggis;  and  the  lyke  dire(5tioun  is  fend  to  the  Erllis  of  Wyn- 
toun  and  Lothean,  the  Lordis  Ye(ter  and  Cranftoun,  and  to  the  Vicount 
of  Lauderdail,  to  meete  his  maieflie,  accompanyed  with  the  baronis  and 
gentlemen  of  Lotheane  at  Pencraik,  and  to  convoy  his  maieftie  thairfra 
to  Seytoun,  and  vpoun  the  morne  thairefter  fra  Seytoun  to  Edinburgh ; 
and  the  lyke  dire6lioun  is  fend  to  the  fhireff  of  FyfTe,  for  the  fliirefdome 
of  Fyffe;  and  to  the  fliireff  of  Forfar,  and  to  the  Erll  of  Errole  and  Lord 
Carnegy  to  attend  his  maieflie  to  Doundie,  and  to  convoy  his  maieftie 
thairfra  to  Kynnaird;  and  to  the  ihireff  of  Kincairdin,  that  he  or  the  Lord 
Keith  his  fone,  accompanyed  with  the  baronis  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Mernis,  all  weele  horfit,  and  in  goode  equippage,  fall  attend  his  maieftie 
at  Kynnaird,  and  mak  his  convoy  thairfra  to  Dundee. 

Dire6tioun  is  fend  to  the  magiftratis  of  Arbrothe  and  Forfar,  to  caus 
thair  townis  fufficientle  prouide  and  furnifli  with  all  kynd  of  viuer?  and 
otheris  neceffaris  for  horfle  and  men. 

Becaus  thair  is  a  nomber  of  difficulteis  proponned  and  obie6lit  anent 
his  maiefties  cariage  at  the  ferry  of  Dundee,  in  refpedl  of  the  multitude 
of  paffingeris  and  cariage,  and  the  few  nomber  of  boitis  to  tranfporte  the 
fame,  that  mater  is  remittit  to  be  refolued  vpoun  be  his  maieftie  and  his 
counfaill  at  thair  meeting  at  Beruick. 

And  to  the  effedf  that  in  the  meantyme  all  thingis  may  be  the  better 
prouydit  and  in  reddynes,  incaife  his  maieftie,  vpoun  goode  confiderationis, 
fall  tak  occafioun  to  mak  his  progres  fra  Falkland  to  Dundee,  to  be  the 
tirft  night  at  St  Johnneftoun,  and  fra  that  to  Dundee;  diredlioun  is  fend 
to  the  magiftratis  of  St  Johnneftoun,  to  prouyde  thair  toun  with  all  kynd 
of  viuers  and  neceflaris  for  men  and  horfle,  and  to  reporte  to  the  counfaill 
vpoun  Satterday  nixt,  how  and  quhair  his  maieftie  may  be  commodiouflie 
ludgeit  in  thair  toun,  and  how  his  maiefties  cariage  may  be  careyed  alangis 
the  bridge  without  harme  to  the  bridge. 

The  counfaill  hes  writtin  to  the  convenour  of  the  iuftices  of  peace 
within  the  fliirefdorae  of  Perth,  that  ordour  be  tane  for  lifting  of  the  ca- 
riage at  Perthe,  and  careving  of  the  fame  thairfra  to  Forfar,  and  the  Ivke 
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dircdlioun  is  gevin  for  the  (hirefdome  of  Forfar,  anent  the  careying  of  the 
cariage  fra  Forfar  to  Kynnaird. 

And  becaus  the  townis  of  Forfar  and  Arbroithe  lyis  eweft  to  Mure 
Rewmonth,  fua  that  it  is  hkhe  that  fome  of  his  maiefties  tryne  and  follow- 
ars  fall  mak  thair  addreffe  thair  for  kidgeing,  the  magiftratis  of  thefe 
townis  ar  writtin  to,  to  caus  thair  townis  be  weele  and  abundantlie  furnift 
with  all  kynd  of  viiiers  for  men  and  horffe,  and  with  goods  naiprie  and 
bedding. 


CLXXI.— LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Since  my  laft,  we  ar  adiierteifed  that  the  Lord  Olifant,  having 
confaued  ane  defperat  malice  aganis  Patrik  Olifant,  his  neireft  kinfman 
and  heire  apparant;  withowt  any  difcouerie  or  denunciation  of  his  evill 
will,  enterteaned  him  in  his  howfe,  and  at  his  table,  with  fuch  familiaritie 
and  freindlie  countenance,  as  became  men  fo  neir  in  bloude,  till  Wednif- 
day  lafl;,  that  having  fouped  together  in  Dipline,  and  landing  in  the  hall 
before  the  fyre  efter  thay  had  fowped,  Patrikis  doublet  and  cloathes  be- 
ing lowfe,  the  Lord  Olifant,  vpon  the  fuddane,  withowt  any  fchew  of  dif- 
pleafour  in  wourdis  or  countenance,  gaue  to  Patrik  ane  great  and  dan- 
gerous wound  in  the  bellie  vnder  the  navill,  which  is  iudged  to  be  moft 
deadhe.  As  yet  we  haue  not  affurance  of  the  gentilmans  death,  bot  none 
that  have  fene  him  think  he  can  leive.  The  malefadtour  is  fugifiue ;  and, 
if  the  patient  die,  it  is  thoght  it  will  equallie  indanger  the  offendars  lyfe  and 
eftate,  whairin  I  will  affirme  no  thing  raflilie,  bot  onlie  entreat  your  maief- 
tie  to  forbeare  to  difpofe  vpon  his  efcheat  or  eftate,  till  your  maiefties 
chancelar  and  thefaurar  cum  to  yow  to  Berwik,  with  whom  yow  may  re- 
folue  what  is  moft  convenient  thairin. 

All  your  maiefties  ftuffis  ar  now  arryued,  praifed  be  God,  withowt 
Ikaith,  bot  not  withowt  danger.     Vpon  Fryday  the  27  of  Apryle,  one  of 
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your  maiefties  fchippis,  laidned  with  the  moil  of  your  precious  furnitour, 
wes  forced  to  faill  ane  anker  and  ane  cabill ;  and,  vpon  Thurifday  lad,  ane 
barii  carieing  aboue  the  value  of  twentie  thoufand  pundis,  wes  conflrained 
to  hew  hir  mafl,  and  is  now  faif  in  Leith  harbrie.  So  I  hope  in  God  that 
all  perrell,  both  be  fea  and  land,  is  part.  I  have  fent  the  forme  of  ane 
letter  with  ane  roll  of  the  counfallours  names  to  be  confidered  and  di- 
redled  be  your  maieflie,  as  your  excellent  wifdome  fall  feme  convenient. 
So  prayeing  God,  who  hes  condudled  your  journay  by  fo  happie  progres, 
to  bring  it  to  ane  profperous  and  joyfull  end,  I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfuU, 
and  bund  feruant. 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  3  May  [1617?] 

To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


clxxii.—the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Pleas  voure  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Vpoun  the  firft  aduerteifment  maid  to  youre  maiefteis  feruitour, 
Sir  And.  Bowye,  of  the  vnfortunat  deathe  of  his  laite  fufter,  youre  maief- 
teis laundrefle,  he  craued  licence  of  ws  to  mak  his  addrefle  to  youre 
maieftie,  to  be  a  humble  fuitar,  that  youre  maieftie  wald  be  gratiouflie 
pleafit  to  prefer  his  wyfe  to  that  feruice;  and  the  rather  for  that  his  moder, 
grandmother,  and  laite  fufter,  cairfullie  and  faithfuUie  ferued  thairin.  Bot 
the  neceftitie  of  his  attendance  heir  at  this  tyme  vpoun  youre  maiefteis 
affairis  and  feruice  being  fo  vrgent,  as  hardlie  could  we  yeild  to  his  defyre, 
we  haif  prefomed  to  fupplee  the  fame,  by  oure  lettre  and  humble  intercef- 
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fioun  vnto  your  maieftie  in  his  fauour,  that  this  feruice  whairin  he  pre- 
tendis  fuche  kyndnes,  may  be  gifted  to  his  wyffe,  quhairby,  as  he  falbe  the 
more  able  to  attend  his  awne  feruice  with  fuche  refpedl,  credite,  and 
dewytie  as  apperteyneth,  fo  he  wilbe  no  les  cairfull  that  his  wyffe,  with 
the  lyke  refpe6l  and  credite,  fliall  approue  hir  felff  worthie  of  this  place 
and  charge.  And  fo  craueing  youre  maiefleis  pardoun  for  this  oure  pre- 
fumptioun,  and  praying  God  to  bliffe  youre  maieftie  with  a  long  and  hap- 
pie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell'.  Geoege  Hay. 

D.  Scone.  G.  Murray. 

Binning.  W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  6  May  1617. 

To  the  King  his  moft  excellent  and 
facred  Maieftie. 


clxxiii lord  binning  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  occafion  of  my  vntymelie  troubling  your  maieftie  with  thir 
lynes,  is  for  the  proclamation  formed  be  your  maiefties  diredlion,  and  fent 
heir  to  be  exped  and  publeifled;  which  being  red  this  day  at  the  meiting 
of  ane  few  number  of  your  counfall  with  my  Lord  Chancelar,  exception 
wes  takin  aganis  the  article  neir  the  end,  which  enioynes  the  payne  of 
death  to  fuch  as  fall  interceid  for  fauour  to  forfalted  traitours,  etc. ;  or  to 
thair  wyfes,  bairnes,  or  vthers  difabledor  difinherited  perfons,  becaus  thair 
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is  no  expres  a6l  of  parliament  for  it,  and  that  the  offence  of  requeafting 
can  not  differue  fuch  payne,  fince  it  is  in  your  maiefties  power  to  grant 
or  refufe.  I  anfuered,  that  I  hard  that  fum  particular  a6lis  of  parlement 
had  bene  maid  thairanent  in  your  maiefties  minoritie,  and  that  I  had  red 
fum  a(5lis  of  fecret  counfall  and  proclamations  maid  vpon  that  fubiedl : 
and  confaued  that  your  maieftie  fand  it  more  reafonable,  that  be  publica- 
tion of  the  proclamation,  the  importunitie  of  thefe  who  intended  to  trou- 
ble your  maieftie  with  requeaftis  of  that  vnreafonable  kynd,  might  be  pre- 
vented and  reftrained,  nor  that  your  maieftie  fould  be  put  to  the  fafcherie 
of  conteftation.  Bot  becaus  the  want  of  your  maiefties  hand  to  the  war- 
rand,  wes  the  pretext  of  the  difputation  and  delay  to  pas  the  proclamation, 
I  have  returned  it  heirwith,  prayeing  your  maieftie  to  confider  of  this 
controuerted  claufe;  and  if  your  maieftie  find  it  to  be  altered,  that  James 
Douglas  may  be  informed  of  your  maiefties  pleafour  anent  the  fubftance 
of  any  thing  to  be  reformed  in  it.  Bot  if  it  can  not  cum  to  this  towne 
before  Thurifday  at  night,  it  may  be  delayed  till  the  counfals  cumming 
to  your  maieftie  to  Berwik;  and  if  it  be  foner  fent,  it  is  expedient  that 
your  maieftie,  be  your  letter,  lat  the  counfall  know  your  pleafour  anent 
the  pafling  thairof,  withowt  any  notice  of  oure  controuerfie,  becaus  it  wes 
in  verie  calme  and  moderat  termes,  and  the  mater  merites  your  maiefties 
owne  conlideration  and  refolution.  It  is  thoght  the  Maifter  of  Olifant  will 
not  die  of  his  wound.  What  is  done  in  your  maiefties  vther  diredlions 
will  be  knowne  be  the  note  fent  heirwith.  So,  prayeing  God  dayhe  to 
increas  the  happines  and  contentment  of  your  maiefties  journey,  I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfull, 
and  bund  feruand, 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  6  May  [1617?] 
To  the  Kingis  moll  facred  Maieftie. 
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clxxiv lord  binning  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

I  WILL  not  abufe  your  gracious  patience  with  repetition  of  any 
pourpofe  conteaned  in  the  note  of  the  counfals  proceidingis  fent  heir- 
with.  I  expected  the  fchiref  of  Tevidails  cumming  to  this  towne  to 
giue  his  dire6l  anfuer  anent  the  condicions  of  his  renunciation  of  his  office, 
according  to  his  promeis;  in  place  whairof,  having  reflaued  ane  gen?rall 
and  obfcure  letter,  which  I  intended  to  haue  fent  your  maieftie,  I  haue 
delayed,  at  the  earnift  intreatie  of  his  brother-in-law,  Maifler  Richard 
Douglas,  who  hes  pronieifed  to  deals  with  him  for  ane  more  particular 
and  pertinent  anfuer.  The  cullumes  being  yifterday  to  be  rowped,  the 
prefent  cuflumars,  and  vther  mercliandis,  pretending  the  fniall  expectation 
of  anv  benefite  to  be  maid  this  yeir,  in  refpe6l  of  the  abundance  of  aide 
wynes  in  this  cuntrie,  and  appeirand  fcarcetie  and  dearth  of  wynes  in 
France,  were  vnwilling  to  raak  any  pertinent  offer  for  this  approching  yeir, 
and  maid  inflance  for  ane  fyve  yeir  tak,  which  we  wald  not  grant,  nor 
proceid  farder  with  tliame,  pretexing  oure  delay  with  the  abfence  of  the 
principall  thefaurer,  till  the  nixt  counfall  day,  appoynted  to  be  the  firil  of 
Odlober.  Bot  the  true  caufe  wes,  oure  defyre  to  know  your  maieflies 
pleafour  in  the  grant,  or  refufe  of  thair  defyre  of  ane  fyve  yeir  tak,  and 
humblie  wifli  that  it  may  be  returned  to  us  before  the  firfl  of  Odlober. 
At  that  tyme  we  wifli  alfo  to  vnderfland  your  maieflies  pleafour  anent 
ane  poure  fellow,  maifler  of  ane  coalofchip,  of  the  Lowe  Cuntries,  tane 
and  committed  to  prifon  in  the  towbuith  of  Edinburgh,  when  the  counfall 
reflfaued  your  maieflies  cominanderaent  to  feafe  vpon  any  of  that  cuntrie; 
fo  as  none  being  at  Leith  bot  this  fkipper,  who  is  fo  deflitute  of  freindis 
and  meanes,  heir,  as  he  mufl  leiue  vpon  almes,  we  defyre  to  know  whether 
vour  maieflie  will  command  his  longer  detention  or  libertie. 
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The  wifdome  of  your  maieflies  refolution  in  the  propofitions,  concern- 
ing the  bufinefs  of  the  late  Bordours,  hes  geuin  fo  gude  fatiffatSlion  to 
the  landiflords,  who  compeired  before  the  counfall  in  great  number,  as 
they  have  all  willinglie  a6led  thamefelues  to  obferue  the  order  pre- 
fcryved  be  your  maieftie. 

The  marquis  of  Huntlie,  and  erle  of  Erroll,  efter  reconciliation,  gaue 
thair  confents  to  the  regiftration  of  your  maieflies  decreit,  before  thay 
knew  anything  of  the  tenour  thairof,  which  being  now  publeiffed,  is  judged 
wourthie  be  all  men  to  be  reuerentlie  obferued  be  all  pairties  interefled, 
who  can  neuer  be  able,  by  feruice,  to  requyte  your  maieflies  wyfe  and 
paynefull  proceiding  for  thair  gude.  So  befeiking  God,  be  the  continou- 
ance  and  encreas  of  his  bliffingis,  to  recompens  your  maieflies  fauours  and 
benefites  to  your  fubie6lis,  I  reft 

Your  moft  facred  Maiefties  moft  humble, 
faithfull,  and  bund  feruant, 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  11  Sept.  [1617?] 
To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


CLXXV.—THE  EARL  OF  DUNFERMLINE  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

This  year  (Maist  Sacred  Souerane),  almaift  now  worne  to 
end,  hes  bene  vnto  this  land  and  kingdome  a  yeare  off  Jubile,  and  a  yeare 
of  fmgulair  joye ;  this  kingdome  being  this  yeare  nocht  onlie  illuftrat,  as  all 
other  years,  be  your  royall  and  famous  adliouns,  hot  alfo  marvelouflie 
decored  and  inritched  be  yiour  prencelie  and  glorious  prefence  and  ma- 
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jeftie:  hes  furneill  greate  comfort,  vigour,  ami  ftronthc  to  this  liaiile 
eftaitt,  all  members  and  pairtis  thairoff. 

The  particiiler  fuccefle  of  fpeciall  atlioims  I  thall  heir  breiHie,  accord- 
ing to  my  bund  deutie  and  cuiilum,  tuitche  vnto  your  maieflie,  that  ve 
may  have  a  prefent  vieu  and  jouiU'ance  of  the  froottcs  of  yiour  happie  and 
good  gouernament  owir  this  peopill. 

The  end  of  the  lafl  yeare,  and  firll  ontrie  to  this  yiour  counfall  in  this 
Eftaitt,  be  yiour  ordonance,  befloued  on  the  confideratioun  and  approba- 
tioun  of  certane  articles,  concludit  at  ane  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the 
Kirk,  keeped  at  Aberdene,  in  Augufl  before  thir  fpeciall  articles  war 
approwin,  that  thair  fould  be  ane  general  Catechis  formed,  to  be 
vniuerfalie  teatched  to  all  the  youthis  in  this  countrie:  That  in  euirie 
parifche  thair  fhould  be  ane  fchoole  ;  and  in  euirie  parifche,  ane  regifler 
of  the  navmes  off  all  borne  and  baptized,  and  off  all  died. 

The  Marqueis  off  Huntlie,  and  Erie  of  ErroU,  be  yiour  facred  majef- 
ties  good  meanes,  intreatie,  argunientis,  perfuafiouns,  and  mediatioun,  hes 
bene  at  lad  reduced  to  conformitie  in  all  neceffair  poynts  and  articles  of 
relligioun,  and  fullie  reconciliat  withe  the  kirk  of  this  kingdome  :  Lykeas, 
yiour  facred  majeftie  hes  alfo  agreed  the  faidis  tua  nobillmen  and  thair 
freindis,  in  a  particuler  perrollus  deadlie  feade  was  fallin  out  amongs 
thame  feltis,  and  lykelie  to  haue  maide  greate  truble  betuix  thame,  for 
flauchter  and  bloode  betuix  Laird  of  Gight  Gordouii,  and  ane  brother  of 
the  Erie  off  Errolls,  and  fome  others,  his  freinds. 

The  queflioun  of  bloode,  flauchter,  and  all  criminall  orciuill  adliouns, 
betuix  the  faidis  pairteis,  being  remitted,  and  compromitted  to  yiour  maill 
royall  majefties  perfoun  and  arbitrall  decreit,  was,  be  yiour  highnes, 
raaifl  circumfpe6llie,  wyflie,  and  amicablie  compofed  and  decydit,  to 
baithe  the  pairteis  eafe  and  contentment ;  fua  that  thej  war  baithe,  by 
yiour  prencelie  command,  before  yiour  Counfall,  in  September  laft, 
broght  to  full  reconciliatioun  and  amitie. 

Ane  other  truble,  appeirand  to  haue  fallin  out  betuix  the  Erie  of 
Perthe  and  Lord  Lewingftoun,  for  queftiouns  of  mairtchis  in  thair 
wooddis,  forrefts,  and  hountings,  be  yiour  facred  majeffies  wyfe  commande- 
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nient  and  direftioun,  was  fubmilted  to  freindis  of  tliair  awin,   and  is 
finalie  weel  compofed. 

The  Erie  of  Mar,  ane  auld,  trullio,  and  familiar  ferwand  to  yioar  nia- 
jeftie,  from  yioiir  infancie,  be  yiour  prencelie  ordonance,  inllalled  in  the 
full  plaice,  dignitie,  and  adminiilratioun  of  the  office  of  Threafaurarie  in 
this  kingdome,  with  greatfe  applaiife  and  allowance  off  all. 

In  Januar  it  pleafed  your  highnes,  be  yiour  fauorabill  letter,  lignifie 
vnto  yiour  Counfall,  yiour  full  refolutioun  to  honour  this  countrie  withe 
yiour  royall  prefence  in  May  efter,  declairing  thairwithe  the  reafouns 
mowed  yiour  facred  majeflie  to  this  determinatioun — reafouns  full  of 
wifdome,  lowe,  and  kyndnes  to  this  yiour  native  foylle.  The  letter  was 
found  fua  worthie,  and  was  fua  acceptabill  to  the  haill  Counfall,  as  thaj 
thocht  fitt  copies  of  the  fame  fould  be  difperfed  to  all  fchvres  and 
diocefes,  to  make  all  yiour  good  fubje6ls  acquent  with  this  yiour  highnes 
fauorable  defleynge,  whilk  rejoyced  the  hairtis  of  all  good  pepill  in  the 
land. 

Ane  Conventioun  of  the  Eflaittis  was  drawin  togither,  onder  yiour  high- 
nes authoritie,  to  mak  all  deu  preparatioun  for  honnorabill  reflaitt  of 
yiour  royall  perfoun,  and  all  yiour  nobill  companie. 

The  Eftaittes  maifl  willinglie  granted  ane  fubfidie  ofi'  twa  hundrethe 
thoufand  puudis,  to  fnpplie  the  neceflair  chargis  off  fie  ane  extraordinair 
and  main,  honorabill  erand. 

Diredliouns  war  gevin  for  reparatioun  off  all  hie  wayes,  parfyting  off 
all  yiour  facred  majeflies  houlfis,  palices,  and  caftells;  jnnumerabill  craftif- 
men  of  all  fortis  entered  to  all  warkis,  all,  be  cair  and  diligence,  maide 
readie  in  deu  tyme,  abowe  all  e.xpe6latioun ;  ffor  the  lyke  was  newir  feene 
in  this  land  of  before:  greatte  ordour  tayne  for  abundance  and  ilore  off 
all  prouiiiouns  and  viures  for  horfle  or  men,  and  for  honefl  kidgeings  to 
all  yiour  majeflies  trajne  and  companies,  in  euirie  pairt  where  yee  war  to 
refort. 

Yiour  majeflies  chappell  in  Halyroodhous,  builde  wp  of  new,  with  all 
ornamentis  and  deu  furnitour,  micht  be  requyred  in  anv  royall  chappell, 
and  maifl  maniticklie  dek't  and  fett  furtlie. 
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Furnitour  off  filwer  wark,  and  plaitte,  tapcfTerie,  ritche  beddis  and  bed- 
ding, and  all  fie  neceflairis  for  ane  royall  houfe,  fend  for  be  yiour  facred 
majefties  awin  diredlioun,  and  prowydit  in  greatte  flore  from  all  pairtis, 
whilkis,  ilill  remaynis  in  yiour  wairdropps  and  paliccs,  may  feme  for  many 
aiges,  as  the  fame  ferued  yiour  facred  majellie  at  this  tyme  mailt  lioiior- 
ablie  and  plentifullie. 

About  the  middis  of  Maij,  yiour  highnes  entered  in  this  kingdome,  ac- 
companyed  withe  good  number  of  yiour  highnes  nobilitie,  prelatts, 
officers  and  counfallours  of  Ingland,  and  good  number  alfo  of  nobillmen, 
officers  and  counfallours  of  this  Eflaitte,  fie  as  yiour  majeftie  had  ordon- 
ed  and  commandit  to  nieett  yiow  at  Barwicke. 

Yiour  facred  majeftie  honored  firft  my  Lord  Erie  off  Hoomes  houfe  of 
Dunglas,  withe  yiour  maift  gracious  prefence;  and  nixt,  the  Erie  of  Vin- 
touns  houfe  of  Setoun ;  was  in  balthe  the  faidis  nobillmens  houfiis,  with 
all  yiour  nobills,  refiaued  and  intertenyed  to  thair  powar,  althoc  far  onder 
yiour  dew,  yit  to  yiour  contentment  and  all  yiour  companies,  honorablie 
and  magniticklie. 

Then  came  yiour  majefl:ie  to  yiour  awin  palice  off  Halyeroodhoufe, 
making  yiour  entrie  throw  yiour  good  toun  of  Edenburght,  whaire  ye 
war  maifte  joyfullie  refl^aued,  and  vifited  that  kirk,  hard  preatching,  and 
was  conwoyed  be  the  haill  toun  in  honorabill  ecquippage  to  yiour 
palice. 

Thair  was  yiour  majefties  maift  ordinair  refidence  Maij,  Junij,  and 
Julij,  vifitting,  alwayes,  be  tymes,  Fyffe,  Angus,  Perthe,  Sterlingfchyre, 
and  other  pairtis  aboutt,  baithe  yiour  awin  palices,  and  nobillmenns 
houflfes  in  the  countrie;  till,  in  Auguft,  yiour  highnes  retired  be  the  waft 
countrie,  from  Glafgow,  Paflay,  Hammiltoun,  Sanquhar,  Drumlaynrio-, 
and  Lyncluden,  to  Cairleill  in  Ingland,  and  from  that  fordwart  to  yiour 
ordinair  royall  faitte  at  Londoun. 

It  wald  require  a  greate  volume  to  recompt  the  greatte  benefitts  and 
commodities,  baithe  the  natiouns,  Inglifche  and  Scottis,  hes  had  in  this 
yiour  majefties  jornay  and  fejorne  in  Scotland;  all  manifefting  viour 
majefties  incomparabill  wifdome  in  that  interpryfe. 
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Since  yiour  facred  majeftie  attayned  to  the  Cioun  of  Ingland,  tliair 
lies  nothing  bene  done,  nor  meaned  to,  could  advance  and  furder  a  pcr- 
fytte  vnioun  of  the  twa  natiouns,  fiia  far  as  this  hes  done. 

Yiour  majeftie  had  heir,  in  yiour  train  and  conipanie,  a  number  of 
Inglifche  prelatts,  maift  wyfe,  learned,  and  grave  nobilles,  that  merited 
juftlie  the  honour  and  ftille  of  nobilitie,  and  wald  haue  kyithed  fua  abowe 
others,  in  any  ciuill  corner  of  the  warld,  courtefle,  honnorabill,  amiabill, 
tra6tabill,  circumfpeft,  euer  readie  to  all  woorthie  a6liouns,  mowed  be 
thair  good  behauiour  all  men  in  Scotland,  to  honour,  reverence,  and 
admire  baithe  thame  and  thair  vertuis. 

Lvkeas,  on  the  other  fyde,  be  yiour  majefties  prencelie  dire6tiouns, 
yiour  Counfall  in  Scotland  ordoned  all,  fua  as  nayne  of  yiour  trayne  or 
court  could  fee  or  fynd  anye  thing  in  this  land,  might  gif  him  any  diftaifte, 
or  occafioun  of  mifcontentment. 

Plentie  of  all  to  all  forts  of  men;  all  vfed  be  all  poflibill  ciuilitie,  good 
ordour,  and  difcretioun,  fua  that  thnj  granted  and  affermed  all  tliay  fand, 
where  evvir  thaj  war  in  this  land,  all  the  good  treatment  could  be  wifched 
in  any  good  countrie,  and  all  far  from  that  barbaritie,  thaj  war  almaifte 
perfwadit  before,  did  regnne  in  thir  northerne  pairts.  This  maide  a 
grer.le  vnioun  of  the  hairtis  betuix  baithe  natiouns,  the  ane,  fynding  all 
honour  and  courtefie  fua  frilie  oiTered  to  thame,  and  the  others,  finding 
all  fua  weell  and  thankfullie  accepted,  and  fua  weill  thocht  off  and 
acknaulcdgitt. 

In  all  the  tyme  of  yiour  majefties  remayning  in  this  kingdome  (a  mater 
marvelous  and  to  be  admired),  in  fua  greate  companies,  and  fua  many 
nobillmen  and  great  perfonages  off  tua  natiouns  conveyned,  neuir  any 
ad-iioun,  woord,  or  appeirance  of  any  difcord,  variance,  or  offence,  betuix 
anvo  of  the  natiouns  withe  other,  for  whatfumewir  caufe.  I  doubt  giff  euer 
the  Ivke  hes  bene  fene,  at  fie  occafioun  off  fua  frequent  a  meiting  of  men, 
ftrayngers,  and  onknowen  to  other. 

To  augment  and  ftrengthin  this  amitie  and  kyndnes,  yiour  majeflie, 
maift  wyflie  and  prencelie,  admitted,  fworne,  on  yiour  Priuey  Counfall 
and   Counfall  of  Eftaitt  in    Scotland,   good  number  of  yiour  nobles. 
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ollicears,  and  prelaltis  off  Ingland,  was  heir  withe  yiovv  in  companie:  was 
all  maid  willinglie  reflaued,  maide  priuey  and  accpuMit  withe  all  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  alwayes  honored  to  our  powars. 

Yioiir  majeflie  had  thame,  alfo,  all  withe  yiow,  in  our  Counfall  Iloufe 
and  Seffioun,  or  Souerane  Court  off  Juftice  in  this  kingdome,  where,  in 
yiour  ("acred  majefties  prefence,  was  fyndrie  aftiouns,  according  to  our 
ordinair  formis,  baitho  difputed  and  decydit;  the  ordour  and  fafioun 
whereoff  thaj  werie  weill  allowed  and  commendit,  albeit,  in  dyners  poyntis, 
different  and  difconforme  from  thairis. 

In  the  tyme  of  yiour  fiicred  niajeflies  aboade  in  this  kingdome,  was  alfo 
ane  parliament  haldin,  in  the  monetise  of  Junij,  illullrat  be  greatter  con- 
curfe  and  nombir  of  the  Nobilitie  and  all  Eflaittis,  nor  lies  bene  feene 
before,  in  our  aige ;  ciuile  and  weill  ordered  in  all  rcfpeiilis,  daylie  ho- 
nored be  yiour  highnes  royall  prefence,  dire6led  and  gvditt  be  yiour  wif- 
dome. 

Many  notable  good  a6lis  eftableiil  in  this  parliament,  for  better  ordour 
off  parliament  in  all  tymes  to  cuim,  for  reftauratioun  of  the  decayed 
churche  effaitt;  for  mantenance  of  peace  and  juftice  amongs  all  fubjedlis; 
for  cleiring  of  rightis  and  tytills,  and  awoyding  of  pleas;  for  all  good 
ordour  in  the  countrie. 

And,  in  confideratioun  the  tyrae  was  fchorte,  nocht  anfuerable  to  yiour 
prencelie  zealle  and  erneft  defyre  to  liwe  all  heir  at  perfytte  ordour,  the 
maift  important  affairis  of  yiour  Eflaittis,  baithe  at  hayme  and  withe  for- 
rayne  Princefs,  drawing  yow  to  Ingland  agayne,  for  remeid  to  the  greatte 
inconvenient  hes  bene  parfawed  and  heavilie  complained  on,  thir  manye 
veares,  off  the  pouertie  of  the  eflaitt  of  the  minifters  of  the  kirk,  preatch- 
eours  and  teatcheours  of  Goddis  holie  woord,  and  miniflers  off  the  facra- 
mentis  of  our  faluatioun;  in  viour  hciche  judgement,  hes  this  parliament 
furneift  withe  futhcient  commiflioun  the  number  of  33,  mixt  of  all  the 
Eflaitts,  to  conveyne  at  certane  tymes,  and  to  prowyde,  as  maifl  comnio- 
diouflie  may  be,  to  ewirie  kirk  fufficient  ftipend  for  ane  minifter,  outt  of 
the  readdieft  of  the  teynds  of  the  faidis  kirkis,  withe  reafonable  confidera- 
tioun of  recompence  to  the  pofTeflburs  of  the  teynds;  ane  commifTioun 
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the  maid  folemne  and  bed  adwyfed  on,  and  whilk  is  hoped  fliall  produce 
als  greatte  and  good  effe6lis,  as  any  hes  euer  bene  in  this  land. 

At  yiour  majeflies  going  furthe  of  this  countrie,  giiien  on  themairtchis 
l)etuix  Ingland  and  Scotland,  it  pleafed  yow  dire6t  command  to  yiour 
Counfall,  to  call  all  the  landflords  and  cheiffis  of  clannis,  or  other  princi- 
pall  commanderis,  in  the  Middlefchyres,  and  make  thame  all  renew  the 
generall  band,  baithe  onder  thair  aithe  and  fubfcriptioun,  for  manteyning 
of  the  peace;  anfuering  for  all  thair  men,  tenents,  ferwandis,  and  de- 
pendars,  and  to  enter  evvirie  ane  of  thame,  as  thaj  fall  be  called  in 
juftice.  This  is  the  key  of  all  good  ordour  and  obedience  in  theefe 
pairtis,  hes  bone  preceiflie  obfervved  and  putt  to  executioun,  be  the 
Counfall  in  all  poyntis,  conforme  to  yiour  prencelie  ordonance. 

In  this  lafl  Nouember,  onder  yiour  highnes  authoritie,  and  withe 
alFiflance  of  commiffioners,  appoynted  be  yiour  facred  majeflie,  did  con- 
weyne,  in  the  cittie  off  Saint  Androis,  ane  Generall  AfTemblie  of  the  haill 
Kirk  of  this  kingdome:  agreed  amongs  thame  on  fyndrie  poyntis  and 
articles,  importing  to  the  policie  and  good  ordour  in  Godds  feruice,  and 
for  vniformitie  in  adminiftratioun  of  the  facramentis. 

This  fame  monethe  of  Nouember,  war  the  commiffioners  appointed  be 
the  lafl  Parliament  to  attend  on  the  plantatioun  of  the  kirkis  and  proui- 
fionis  for  minifters  flipends,  conweyned  werie  ordourlie,  and  entered  to 
thair  warke;  proceids  werie  weill  and  circumfpe6llie  in  the  fame,  and  ar 
lyke  to  bring  that  to  good  perfe6lion. 

The  haill  cuifluimis  of  this  kingdome,  vpon  fyndrie  good  reafouns  and 
refpedlis,  weel  weyed  and  confidcred  be  yiour  officears  and  commiffion- 
ers, appoynted  for  manageing  of  yiour  rentis,  layed  doun  before  yiour 
royall  majeftie,  and  be  your  royall  command,  ar  this  yeare  ondertayne 
onder  yiour  majeilies  awin  nayme,  to  be  colle6led,  on  all  hazarde,  to  your 
behowe,  vtilitie  and  proffeitt;  and  be  the  dire6lioun  of  your  highnes  com- 
miffioners, wha  daylie  beflowis  fuim  tyme  on  the  confideratioun  of  theefe 
affairis,  ar  maifl  cairfullie  attendit  wpon  ;  wee  hope  fhall  turne  to  naa 
loife  to  your  coffers  in  end,  will  alwayes  make  yiour  officears  and  coun- 
fall privey  to  the  haill  eftaitt  of  theefe  affairis. 
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This  yeare  hes  bene  vnto  your  lacred  majollie  glorious,  in  fiiu  far  as  it 
hes  furneift  vnto  yiow  fubje6l  to  adlions  will  be  of  memorable  honour  and 
admiratioun  to  all  pofleriteis:  hes  bene  alfo  to  this  kingdome  happie  and 
fortunat  be  the  fauour  and  fcliyning  off  yiour  maiil  gracious  prefonce 
wpon  \vs,  and  be  rair  and  manye  good  ordours  in  governamcnt,  your 
majeltie  hes  brocht  in,  maid  ws  to  fie,  and  fatled  among  w>,  baithe  in 
ciuill  and  eccleiiaflicall  eftaitt. 

I  man  heir  make  end;  becaufe  my  ingyne  nor  penne,  is  nocht  habill 
to  furneifche  me  woords  I  may  onywyfe  elleeme  anfuerabill  to  the  greatte 
obligatiouns  all  this  countrie  and  natioun  hes,  to  the  honours,  fauours, 
and  infinit  good  your  majeftie  hes  done  wnto  ws.  Taking,  thairfore,  my 
leive.  withe  the  maid  humbill  and  reuerend  kifle  of  your  royall  hand, 
wifches  vnto  yiour  facred  majeftie,  from  the  greatte  King  off  all,  all  hap- 
pines,  grandeur,  profperitie,  and  contentment, 

Yiour  maill  facred  Majefties  maiil  humbill,  affecilionat,  and 
obedient  fubje6l  and  feruitour, 

DUNFERMELYNE. 

From  Edinburgh,  23  December  1G17- 


CLXXVI— LORD  BINNING  TO  JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


Loving  Freind, 

Your  packet  of  the  firft  came  heir  vpon  the  8,  and  as  the  poft- 
maifters  keip  thair  pofTeffion  of  flow  running,  fo  intend  I  to  do  myne  of 
fvveir  wryting;  and  forbearing  to  repeate  to  yow  what  I  wryte  to  Mr  Pa- 
trik,  to  whom  I  haue  fignified  that  knowing  be  your  letter  his  maiefties 
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earniftnes  to  haue  ane  fatiffaClorie  anfuer  fpedelie  returned  in  the  buffines 
of  the  fifching  of  Faraw,  I  caufed  fend  with  dihgence  for  commiffionars 
from  Craill,  Anflruther,  and  Pittinveme,  who  this  day  compeirand  before 
the  coiinfall,  ar  forbiddin  to  fifche  any  more  neir  that  coaft,  lyke  as  the 
prohibition  is  to  be  maid  generall  and  vnder  great  paynis  be  proclamation. 
Bot  the  people  having  promeifed  thair  obedience,  haue  iuftlie  requyred 
the  counfall,  and  thay  granted  to  requeaft  his  maieftie  be  thair  letter,  that 
as  his  maieftie  finds  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Farow  reafonable, 
and  to  be  reddelie  fatiffied  be  his  fubieCls,  fo  he  may  find  it  als  iuft  and 
expedient,  that  the  Hollanders  be  prohibited  and  hindred  to  do  the  lyke 
iniurie  and  hairme  to  his  people  vpon  this  coaft,  as  the  counfals  letter  will 
more  largelie  informe. 

Ane  vther  letter  is  to  go  be  this  packet  from  the  commiffioners  of  the 
rentis  to  his  maieftie,  anfuering  ane  diredlion  prefented  be  the  Lord  Gray 
to  the  Erie  of  Mar,  to  fecure  the  Lord  Gray  of  thrie  thoufand  pund  fter- 
ling  for  his  fchireffchip.  Farder  at  this  tyme  I  haue  not  to  wryte,  bot 
commit  yow  to  God. 

Your  verie  afllired  freind. 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  12  Merche  [1618?] 


Sufpe6ling  that  yow  had  not  kept  copies  of  the  King  of  Denmarks  let- 
ter, and  the  fupplication  of  the  Ferawars,  I  haue  fent  bak  to  yow  the 
principals. 

To  my  verie  aflured  freind  James 
Douglas,  attending  his  Maieftie 
for  difpatche  of  Scottis  affaires, 
at  Court. 
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CLXXVIi._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Pleis  youre  Sacred  Maiestie, 

Petitioun  being  preferred  vnto  youre  maieflie  on  the  behalf  of 
George  and  Margaret  Hayis,  bairnis  and  executoiiris  to  vniquhile  Andro 
Erll  of  Errole,  for  payment  vnto  thame  of  a  certane  fowme  of  money  al- 
ledgeit  to  be  dew  vnto  thame,  and  to  half  beene  reflauit  to  youre  maiefteis 
vfe,  of  the  moneyis  pertening  to  thair  faid  vmquhile  fader,  and  being  in 
his  place  of  Logyalmond  the  tyme  of  his  deceis,  it  pleafit  youre  maieflie 
to  recommend  vnto  ws  the  dew  examinatioun  and  tryall  of  that  mater, 
quhat  moneyis  wer  reflauit,  and  yf  the  fame  inhaill  or  in  pairtwer  payed, 
and  accordinglie  to  certifie  your  maieftie  quhat  we  fould  find  thairintill. 
For  fatiffa6lioun  of  youre  maiefleis  direcSlioun  in  this  pointe,  we  caufit 
examine  the  rollis  and  recordis  of  youre  maiefleis  exchekquer,  and  we 
haif  fundin  that  in  a  compte  maid  be  Sir  Robert  Meluill,  then  deputie 
thefaurair,  in  the  moneth  of  Junij  j'^v"=  fourefcoir  and  fax  yeiris,  he  hes 
chargeit  him  felf  with  the  fowme  of  fevin  thowfand,  foure  hundreth,  three- 
fcoir  fax  pundis,  xiij  s.  iiij  d.,  refTaued  be  youre  maieflies  diredlioun  for 
fome  fpeciall  occafionis  of  youre  maiefleis  feruice,  quhilkis  occurred  for 
the  tyme,  fra  Frances  now  Erll  of  Errole,  of  the  moneyis  being  in  Logy- 
almond: and  in  this  fame  compt  by  expres  wordis  conceaued  and  fett 
doun  thairintill,  youre  maieflie  is  maid  to  be  onlie  debtour  for  the  faid 
fowme  to  tliefe  who  hes  interefs.  Bot  anent  the  payment  of  this  fowme 
in  haill  or  in  pairt,  we  find  no  reporte  nor  record  at  all  in  youre  maiefleis 
exchekquer.  And  this  being  all  that  we  haif  fundin  in  this  mater,  we 
humelie  prefent  the  fame  to  youre  maieflies  confideratioun;  andfohume- 

2q 
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lie  praying  God  to  bliffe  youre  maiellie  with  a  long  and  happie  reignn,  we 
reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiefilis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  George  Hay. 

A.  Mar.  G.  Murray. 

Binning.  W.  Oliphant. 

KiLSAYTH. 

Edinburgh,  19  Martij  1618. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CLXXVIII.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Haueing  dewhe  conlidderit  the  dire(3;ioun  fend  heir  be  youre 
maieftie  to  the  Lord  of  Binning,  youre  maiefteis  fecretarye,  and  be  your 
command,  commvnicat  be  him  to  ws,  for  interrupting  and  ftaying  the  Hol- 
landaris  to  fifche,  in  youre  maiefteis  feas  within  fight  of  the  land;  we  firft 
inclyned  rather  to  aduyfe  vpoun  it  amangs  oure  felfis,  nor  to  propone  it 
publi6llie  to  the  whole  counfell ;  and  haueing  weighed  the  haill  purpois 
and  importance  thairof,  we  haue  refolued,  afoir  we  tak  ony  conclufioun, 
humelie  to  prefent  to  youre  maiefteis  moft  iuditious  and  princelie  confi- 
deratioun,  oure  fimple  and  walk  opinionis  concerning  that  buflynes,  quhilk 
being  a  mater  of  ftate,  heighlie  concerning  youre  maieftie  and  youre  fub- 
iedlis  of  this  kingdome  and  thir  Hollandaris,  who  ar  your  maiefteis  con- 
federatis,  pretending  thair  awne  interes  thairin,  ather  be  right  or  lang  pof- 
feftioun,  we  think  it  fit,  yf  fo  it  pleis  youre  maieftie,  that  firft  the  buflynes 
be  imparted  to  youre  confaill  thair,  in  regaird  of  the  commoun  interes, 
quhilk  thay  and  that  haill  eftate  mon  haif  thairin,  incaife  the  mater  fall 
draw  to  ony  contradidlioun :  And  lykewayes,  that  youre  maieftie  wald  be 
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pleafed  to  command  youre  ambafladour,  refident  with  the  efleatis,  to  ex- 
podulat  this  buflynes  with  thame,  flioweing  vnto  thame  the  iuft  greevis 
and  complaintis  of  your  maiefleis  people,  by  thair  iniuft  vfurpatioun  to  fifhe 
in  fight  of  youre  maiefleis  land,  and  be  the  violent  and  forceable  inter- 
ruptioun  maid  vnto  thame  be  the  Hollandaris  to  fiflie  in  your  maiefteis 
awne  watteris,  who  being  hithertillis  cairles  of  that  goode  correfpondence, 
quhilk  your  maiefteis  mony  grite  fauours  to  thame  hes  merited,  and  pre- 
ferring thair  awne  priuat  gayne  to  thefe  dewyteis  and  humble  refpedl, 
quhilkis  in  reflbun  thay  aucht  to  keepe  with  youre  maieftie,  thay  do  verie 
far  iniure  youre  maiefteis  fubiedlis,  by  incroitcheing  vpoun  your  maiefteis 
right,  and  fpoilling  youre  fubiedlis  of  the  benefeit  and  fredome  of  thair 
fifheing  without  any  laughfull  or  knowne  warrand:  And  thairfoir  to  defire 
thame  to  tak  prefent  courfe  and  ordour,  be  proclamatioun,  for  difcharge- 
ing,  vnder  grite  panes,  thair  people  frome  all  forder  fiflieing  in  your  maief- 
teis watteris,  within  fight  of  the  land,  and  to  referue  thefe  boundis  to 
youre  maiefteis  awne  fubiedlis,  conforme  to  the  law  of  nationis;  latting 
thame  vnderftand,  yf  thay  continew  ony  langair  in  this  thair  oppreffioun, 
that  youre  maieftie  will  fo  prouide  for  the  mantenance  of  youre  awne 
right  and  freetheing  of  your  people  frome  thair  oppreflloun,  as  your  hon- 
nour  and  iuftice  in  fuche  a  caife  requiris ;  and  yf  youre  maieftie  fall  not 
reflaue  fuche  anfwer  and  fatiffa6lioun  in  this  pointe,  as  is  aggreable 
to  youre  honnour,  and  equitie  of  youre  demand,  youre  maieftie  may  then 
refolue  vpoun  the  nixt  expedient,  and  we  falbe  reddy  to  follow  and  obey 
quhateuir  your  maieftie  fall  command  thairin.  And  fo,  with  oure  humble 
prayers  vnto  God  for  youre  maiefteis  lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  G.  Murray. 

Binning.  George  Hay. 

A.  Mar.  W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  4  Aprile  1618. 
To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent  Maieftie. 
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CLXXIX._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Pleas  your  Sacred  Maiestie, 

By  oure  formair  lettre  of  the  fecund  of  06lober  laft,  we  ac- 
(juoiitit  yoiire  maieftie  quhat  we  had  fund  in  the  roUis  of  your  maiefleis 
exchekquer,  concerning  that  mater  recommendit  be  your  maieftie  vnto  ws 
in  fauours  of  the  bearair  heirof,  Sir  James  Weymis  of  Bogye,  anent  the 
fownies  of  money  addebtit  to  him  be  the  laite  Erll  of  Gowrye,  to  witt, 
tliat  the  Lord  Elphingftoun,  your  maiefteis  thefaurair  for  the  tyme,  in- 
tromettit  with  the  haill  reftis  of  the  faid  late  erliis  leving,  vnintromettit 
with  be  him  felff,  of  the  crope  and  yeir  of  God  j'^v'^lxxxxix  yeiris  ;  and 
that  the  Lord  of  Scone,  comptrollair  for  the  tyme,  intromettit  with  the 
faid  laite  erliis  rentis  of  Huntingtour,  Scone,  and  Strabrane,  of  the  crope 
and  yeir  of  God  j'""  and  vj''  yeiris,  and  that  he  maid  compt  of  the  fame  in 
the  exchekquer ;  by  the  quhilk  compt  we  lykwayes  fand,  that  he  maid  pay- 
ment to  the  faid  Sir  James  of  the  fowme  of  j'^iiij'^xvj  ti  x  s.  money,  in 
pairt  of  payment  of  the  fowmes  addebtit  vnto  him  be  the  faid  laite  erll ; 
quhilkis  fowmes,  extending  to  nyne  thowfand  and  fax  hundreth  merkis,  ar 
particularlie  expreft  in  the  a6l  of  parliament  maid  and  confaued  in  his 
fauour — and,  as  he  informis  ws,  he  hes  bene  conftraned  to  pay  annuell 
for  the  fame  thir  xvij  yeiris  bigane:  And  he  being  now  to  repair  towards 
youre  maieftie  for  foUiciting  of  this  buflynes,  and  of  his  payment  and  fatif- 
fadlioun,  we  haif  prefoomed  to  accompany  him  with  this  fure  teftimonie 
and  reporte  :  that  in  all  the  directionis  and  feruiceis  concredite  vnto  him, 
fra  the  firft  worde  of  youre  maiefteis  comeing  to  this  cuntrey,  quhilkis  wer 
bothe  frequent  and  paynefull,  efpeciallie  the  feruice  of  the  cariage,  the 
reparatioun  of  the  hie  wayes,  the  prouifioun  of  fed  beif,  and  otheris  viuers, 
for  youre  maiefties  houfe,  the  ordour  taking  with  beggaris,  befydis  a  nom- 
ber  of  otheris  particularis,  occurring  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Fyffe, 
quhairof  the  cheif  cair  and  burdyne  wes  euer  layed  vpoun  him;  that  he 
behaued  him  felff  moft  panefullie,  cairfullie,  and  diligentlie,  without  inter- 
miffioun  or  weyreing,  omitting  no  tyme,  feafoun,  nor  occafioun,  with  grite 
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cliargeis  and  expcnffis,  to  bring  all  thefe  feruicesto  atymous  andgoode  con- 
clufioun,  whairin  he  had  fo  goode  a  fuccefs,  that  no  thing  did  mifcarye  that 
wes  concredite  vnto  him.  And  now  at  lafl,  vpoun  the  comniiffioun  of  the 
parliament  anent  the  weyghtis  and  meafouris,  he  hes  attendit  and  awaitit 
all  this  winter  feffioun,  and  by  his  panes  and  trauellis  in  that  buffynes,  it 
is  lykewayes  broght  to  a  goode  end.  Thir  confiderationis,  conioyned  with 
the  faid  Sir  James  goode  affe6lioun  and  difpofitioun  to  all  youre  maiefteis 
feruiceis,  enboldenis  ws,  in  all  humilitie  and  reuerence,  to  recommend  him 
to  youre  maiefteis  fauour — that,  by  youre  maiefteis  gratious  and  comfort- 
able regaird  of  him,  he  may  find  contentment  in  his  honneft  and  laugh- 
full  adois.  And  fo,  craueing  youre  maiefteis  pardoun  for  this  oure  pre- 
fumptioun,  and  humelie  praying  God  to  blifl!e  youre  maieftie  with  a  lang 
and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  G.  Murray. 

Binning.  George  Hay. 

A.  Mar.  W.  Oliphant. 

Edinburgh,  4  Aprile  1618. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


clxxx.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Whereas  youre  maieftie,  oute  of  youre  accuftomed  princelie 
and  tender  regaird  of  the  weele  of  youre  maiefteis  fubie6lis  of  this  king- 
dome,  and  for  the  furtherance  and  advancement  of  commerce  and  traf- 
ficq  within  the  fame,  did,  by  diuers  diredlionis,  and  be  proclamatioun, 
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command  and  ordane,  that  no  grittair  cullomes,  paymentis,  fees,  or 
dewyteis,  fould  be  exadlit  or  lifted  frome  youre  maiefteis  fubiedlis  of  this 
kingdome,  for  ony  commodityis  or  wairis  exported  be  thame  furthe  of 
the  realmes  of  England  and  Irland,  or  imported  be  thame  within  the 
fame,  or  for  ony  of  thair  fliippis,  pinnaceis,  or  otheris  vefliellis,  then  onlie 
fuche  and  the  fame  cuftomes,  fees,  paymentis,  and  dewiteis,  quhilkis  ar 
laiighfullie  tane  of  the  naturall  borne  fubiedlis  of  England  and  Irland,  as 
the  proclamatioun  maid  to  this  effedl,  beareing  date  at  Weftminfler  the 
xij  day  of  Aprile  1615,  at  lenth  bearis;  whermito,  albeit  youre  maiefteis 
officiaris,  and  vtheris  whome  it  concernis,  within  the  kingdome  of  Eng- 
land, hes  gevin  all  dew  obedyence,  and  accordinglie  hes  conformed 
thamefelffis  thairunto ;  yit  it  hes  beene  complenit  vnto  ws,  be  youre 
maiefties  fubiedlis  banting  the  trade  of  marcheandice  in  Irland,  that 
thair  is  ane  plane  oppofitioun  maid  in  that  kingdome  to  youre  maiefties 
will,  pleafour,  and  diredlioun  foirfaid ;  and  that  your  maiefties  fubiedlis 
ar  vfed  with  als  grite  rigour  and  extremitie  thair,  in  all  kynd  of  paymentis, 
as  yf  thay  wer  meir  ftrangearis  vnto  youre  maieftie,  and  had  not  the  hon- 
nour  to  participat  with  thame  of  that  body  quhairof  it  hes  pleafit  God  to 
mak  youre  maieftie  the  heade  :  Quhilk  being  a  mater  verie  grevous  to 
youre  maiefties  fubiedlis,  that  ony  fuche  feparatioim  fould  be  intendit 
aganis  thame,  in  this,  or  ony  other  the  lyke  caife,  be  thefe,  with  quhome 
thay  ar  fo  neirlie  joyned  in  alledgeance  and  obedience  vnder  one  impe- 
riall  crowne  ;  and  with  quhome,  in  hairt  and  affedlioun,  thay  ftudie  to 
keepe  that  correfpondence  quhilk  becometh  memberis  of  one  body.  Thay 
haif  thairfoir  beene  humble  petitionaris  vnto  ws,  that  we  wald  gif  notice 
heirof  vnto  youre  maieftie,  and  on  thair  behalf,  be  humble  interceflburis 
vnto  youre  maieftie,  that  youre  maieftie  wald  be  gratiouHie  pleafed  to 
gif  new  warrand  and  diredlioun,  that  the  proclamatioun  foirfaid  may 
ftand  in  force,  and  reffaue  effedl  and  executioun  accordinglie,  within  the 
faid  kingdome  of  Irland;  that  fo  all  markis  and  taikynnis  of  difiundlioun 
and  feparatioun,  quhilkis,  by  the  croffing  of  this  proclamatioun,  ar  intendit 
being  remoued,  the  intercourfe  of  commerce  and  trade  betuix  the  king- 
domes  may  haif  the  better  progres,  and  occafioun  thairby  may  be  gevin 
to  cheriflie,  fofter,  and  interteny  thefe  commoun  dewyteis  of  mutuall  love 
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amancris  the  fubiedlis  of  bothe  nationis,  quhilk  youre  maieflie  mod  eir- 
neftlio  wiflieis.  And,  recommending  the  premiffes  to  youre  maiefteis 
mod  excellent  and  princelie  confideratioun,  and  huraelie  praying  God  to 
blifFe  youre  maieftie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie(5lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^ 
A.  Mar. 
Binning. 
G.  Murray. 
W.  Oliphaxt. 

Edinburgh,  13  May  1618. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


clxxxi.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reflaued  youre  maiefteis  lettre  of  the  faxt  of  this  inftant, 
contening  youre  maiefteis  opinioun  and  ccnfure  of  oure  anfuer  to  the  xiij 
article  of  thefe  refolutionis,  toucheing  the  gouernament  of  the  Middle- 
Ihyris,  for  fending  of  the  moft  notorious  and  leude  perfonis  in  thefe 
boundis  to  Virginia,  or  fome  otheris  remote  pairtis,  to  ferue  in  the 
wearis,  or  in  coloneyis ;  quhairin,  as  with  all  dew  refpedl  and  regaird,  we 
acknowledge  youre  maiefteis  moft  iuditious  and  fingulair  iugement,  and 
do  fubmitt  oure  felffis  thairunto.  So  we  haif  heirby  prefoomed  to  pre- 
fent  vnto  youre  maiefties  confideratioun  the  cauftes  moueing  ws,  to  anfwer 
that  article  in  the  termes  as  it  conceaved,  towitt,  that  after  conference 
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had  with  the  commiffionaris  of  the  Middle-fliyris,  vvhome  this  mater  cheif- 
he  concernit,  we  fand  that  thair  wes  few  or  no  perfonis  at  all,  on  this  hand, 
that  wald  be  fubiedl  to  the  conditioun  of  that  article ;  for  oure  bordouris, 
praifed  be  God,  ar  reduceit  to  that  obedience  and  quietnes,  as  all  the 
landiflordis  hes  vndertane  to  be  anfwerable  for  thair  awne  men,  and  to 
mak  thame  obedient  to  law  and  juftice.  And  when  ony  malefadlouris 
ar  tane,  thay  ar  putt  to  thair  tryall,  and  condignelie  pvnifl;  and  yf  thefe, 
quho  afoir  youre  maiefties  going  to  England  wer  in  dangeir  of  the  lawis 
for  auld  deidis,  and  euer  fenfyne  hes  beene  anfwerable,  peceable,  and 
obedyent,  fould  heir  that  ony  fuche  courfe  wes  intendit,  it  is  lyke  aneugh 
that  nomberis  of  thame,  apprehending  the  courfe  to  be  divifit  aganis 
thame,  wald  mak  choife  rather  to  loupe  oute  and  become  fugitiues,  nor 
to  vnderly  the  hafaird  and  feare  of  that  mater ;  and  this  maid  ws  to  gif 
anfwer  to  that  article,  as  faid  is.  And  neuirtheles,  fince  we  find  youre 
maiellie  conflant  in  that  refolutioun,  vpoun  the  goode  and  worthie  re- 
fpe6lis  contenit  in  youre  maiefties  lettre,  we  fall  accordinglie  conforme 
oure  felffis  to  youre  royall  pleafour  thairiutill.  And  fo,  with  oure  humble 
prayeris  vnto  God,  for  youre  maiefties  lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubieiSlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^ 
Binning. 
A.  Mar. 
W.  Oliphant. 
G.  Murray. 

Edinburgh,  13  Maij  1618. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CLXXXII—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

Haueing,  by  oure  formair  lettre  of  the  xxix  of  Januair  laft, 
acquentit  youre  maieflie  quhat  we  had  fund  anent  the  clame  and  title 
pretendit  be  the  rehCl  of  vmquhile  WilUame  Murray,  groome  of  youre 
maiefleis  bedchahncr,  to  the  landis  of  Cornetoun,  and  bigane  dewyteis 
thairof,  fen  the  fax  hundreth  and  fyve  yeir  of  God,  quhairanent  flio  wes 
a  petitionair  vnto  youre  maieflie ;  it  pleafit  youre  maieflie,  by  youre  an- 
fwer  returnit  vnto  ws,  to  acknowledge  oure  informatioun  fend  to  youre 
maieflie,  in  that  mater,  to  be  trew;  and  thairwithall,  to  fignifie  vnto  ws, 
that  it  was  noway  youre  maiefleis  will  and  pleafour  that  flio  fould  haif 
pofleflioun  of  the  faidis  landis,  hot  rather  fome  reafounable  fatiffadlioun 
for  hir  enteres,  flio  furrendering  hir  right,  quhilk  flio  pretendeth  to  the 
faidis  landis.  Whairupoun,  we  haueing  at  lenthe  aduifit  vpoun  this 
mater,  and  haueing  conferrit  with  fome  of  hir  freindis,  who  attendis  hir 
affairis  and  bufTynes  heir,  and  knoweing  that  fen  the  deceis  of  hir  faid 
laite  hufband,  quhilk  was  in  the  faid  fax  hundreth  and  fyve  yeir  of  God, 
fho  hes  bothe  beene  fruflrat  of  the  dewyteis  of  the  faidis  landis  of  Corne- 
toun, and  of  the  penfioun  of  fyve  hundreth  pundis,  quhilk  youre 
maieflie  difponit  to  hir  faid  laite  hufband  for  hir  renuntiatioun  of  the  fame 
landis.  We  haif,  thairfoir,  thoght  meete  (yf  fo  it  may  fland  with  youre 
maiefleis  pleafour)  that  this  fame  penfioun  falbe  difponit  to  hir  durino- 
hir  lyvetyme.  Bot  anent  the  bigane  dewyteis  of  the  landis  of  Corne- 
toun, acclamed  be  hir  fen  hir  hufbandis  deceis,  we  can  fay  no  thing  in 
that  poinlo,  bot  rcmittis  the  fame  to  youre  maiefleis  confideratioun. 

2  R 
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And  fo,  with  oure  humble  and  earnift  prayeris  vnto   God  for  youre 
maiefteis  long  and  happie  reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruifouris, 

Al   CANCELL^  A.  Mar. 

Binning.  George  Hay. 

KlLSAYTH.  A.   DrUMMOND. 

Haliruidhous,  16  July  1618. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


clxxxiii the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reffaued  youre  maiefteis  lettre  with  the  infamous  libell 
writtin  be  that  wretched  and  vnhappie  fellow  Roffe;  and  we  imparted  the 
fame  to  youre  maiefteis  counfell,  who,  with  all  dew  reuerence,  and  moft 
humble  thankis,  doe  acknowledge  youre  maiefteis  fingulair  cair  and  pru- 
dent diredlioun,  alfweill  in  this  as  in  all  otheris  thingis  importing  the 
credite  and  reputatioun  of  this  youre  maiefteis  kingdome;  and  thay  haif 
writtin  thair  awne  thankis  to  the  vice-chancellair  of  Oxfoorde,  for  his  wyfe 
and  kynd  refolutioun,  and  procedingis  in  that  mater.  We  haif  aduifed 
with  the  libell,  and  with  the  lawis  and  conftitutionis  of  this  kingdome, 
maid  aganis  the  writtaris  and  fettaris  oute  of  fuche  infamous  libellis,  and 
we  find  the  fame  to  be  capitall,  and  pvnilheable  in  the  heighcft  degree. 
This  fellow  is  not  as  yitt  come  heir,  and  becaus  of  the  approitcheing 
vacance  and  diftolueing  of  the  counfell,  we  haif  gevin  dire6tioun  to  the 
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magiftrats  of  Edinburgh,  hovvfoone  he  fall  aryve,  to  committ  him  cloife 
prifonnair  in  thair  irnehoufe,  and  to  lay  him  in  the  irnis;  and  vpoun  thair 
aduerteifment,  we  fall  conveene  and  examine  him,  and  accordinglie  we 
fall  gif  diredlioun  for  his  tryale  and  convicSlioun  ;  and  fall  fiiperfeid  the 
pronunceing  of  doome,  till  we  vnderftand  youre  maiefleis  forder  plea- 
four  anent  the  forme  of  his  pvnifliement.  Oure  opinioun  is,  that  he  falbe 
hanged  at  the  mercatt  croce  of  Edinburgh,  and  his  heade  affixt  on  ane 
of  the  portis.  Bet  in  this  we  fubmitt  oure  felffis  to  your  maiefleis  direc- 
tioun,  quhairunto  we  fall  conforme  oure  felffis ;  and  fo,  praying  God  to 
bliffe  your  maieftie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 

Binning. 

W.  Oliphant. 

Halirudhous,  penult  Julij  1018. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CLXXXIV LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  furious  wretche,  Maifter  Thomas  Ros,  wes,  according  to 
your  maiefties  commandement,  put  to  his  tryall  and  conuidled  of  the 
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haynous  crymes  conteaned  in  his  diuelifh  pafquil  produced  for  verifica- 
tion of  his  guiltines  to  the  aflyfe.  The  dome  is  delaied  till  your  maieftie 
be  pleafed  to  fignifie  your  royall  determination  in  it. 

His  malitious  frenefie  is  fo  mixed  with  prefumption  of  his  owne  wourth, 
as  he  thinkis  the  vfe  of  his  learning  and  eloquence  neceflar  to  the  world, 
and  that  his  paffion  having  furneifled  fo  much  ftuf  in  fo  bad  a  pourpofe, 
he  is  able  in  ane  fubie6l  fo  wourthye  and  true  as  the  commendation  of 
your  royall  guiftes  of  bodie  and  mynd,  and  mod  princelie  a6tions  to 
kythe  miracles  in  dew  publeiffing  thairof.  To  this  fenfe  he  fpak  in  juge- 
ment;  and  leauing  to  your  maieilies  euer  gracious  clemencie,  multiplied 
exemples  of  diuine  and  humane  hiflories,  to  the  commendation  of  the 
famous  princes  who  had  graciouflie  pardoned  heigh  offences ;  adding 
exemples  of  manie  who,  being  tranfported  be  paffion  to  madnes,  had 
thairefter  recouered  thair  fetled  jugements,  and  done  great  and  wourthie 
maters,  promeifing  no  les  of  him  felf. 

Your  maieflies  aduocat  hes  wyfelie  confidered  that  the  infamie  of  his 
dittay  meritis  not  to  be  infert  in  the  regifter  of  the  adiournall.  Alwayes 
I  haue  fent  to  James  Douglas  the  copie  of  the  proces,  that  when  your 
maieflie  defyres  to  fie  it,  he  may  haue  it  reddie,  and  may  conceale  it  from 
all  vthers.  So,  expedling  the  fignification  of  your  maieflies  farder  plea- 
four  anent  this  vnnaturall  and  furious  foole,  I  befeik  God  long  to  preferue 
vour  maieflie  in  perfe6lion  of  all  honour,  happines,  and  contentment. 

Your  mofl  facred  Maieflies  mofl  humble,  faithful!, 
and  bund  fubie6l  and  feruant. 


Edinburgh,  22  Augufl  [1618?] 
To  the  Kingis  mofl  facred  Maieflie. 
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CLXXXV.— LORD  BINNING  TO  JAMES  DOUGLAS. 


Loving  Freind, 

I  RESSAUED  yiflernight,  verie  late,  your  packet  of  the  24, 
and  knowing  the  confequence  of  the  clire6lion  for  lyfe,  caufod  Mr  Wil- 
liam Browne,  at  ten  at  night,  to  fend  John  Miirrayes  letters  to  the  Erie 
of  Mar  and  Lord  of  Scone,  hot  fufpedl  that  the  Erie  of  Mars  being  in 
Inuerrugie  fall  mak  the  anfuer  be  flower  nor  the  diredlion,  which  will  be 
without  default  aither  in  yow  or  me.  When  I  reffaue  thame,  they  fall 
be  returned  with  haifl  anfuerable  to  your  difpatche.  This  packet  will 
bring  to  yow  ane  letter  to  his  maieftie,  with  ane  note  maid  be  my  Lord 
Cliancelar  and  me,  of  the  names  of  thefe  juflices  of  peace,  whom,  we 
confaue  to  be  mod  fit  to  be  fchireffis  for  this  yeir. 

Concerning  the  hand  whairof  yee  wryte,  vpon  the  information  from  the 
Lord  Garleis  and  fchiref  of  Galloway,  my  Lord  Chancelar  and  I,  caufed 
bring  to  this  towne  one  John  Kennedie,  notar,  and  his  wyfe,  committed 
him  to  wairde,  and  examined  him  and  his  wyfe,  anent  the  finding  of  that 
hand,  and  the  report  of  the  blood  which  wes  informed  to  follow  him. 
He  declaired  that  the  hand,  conteaning  onlie  fum  bones  and  ioyntis  with- 
owt  fkin,  wes  fund  in  his  byre  or  midding,  when  his  feruands  in  his  ab- 
fence  wer  filling  muck,  in  beir  feid  tyme.  The  blood  wes  fene  vpon  ane 
chandler  in  his  howfe,  when  his  wyfe,  in  his  abfence,  wes  at  fupper  with 
fum  nighbours,  none  knowing  from  whence  it  came,  and  the  lyke  at  ane 
vther  tyme  vpon  the  threifhald  of  his  fellar  dur,  the  hufband  at  all  thir 
tymes  being  abfent,  and  the  mater  not  being  blood,  bot  ane  thick  licour, 
lyke  gorred  blood.  In  thefe,  his  wyfes  depofition  and  his  agries.  It  is 
teilified  be  his  minifter,  and  not  denyed  be  himfelf,  that  whair  he  and 
his  minifter  wer  walking  neir  the  paroche  church,  fum  droppis  of  blood 
wer  fene  vpon  the  grafle,  whair  thay  walked ;  bot  bccaus  he  being  deteancd 
prifoner  in  (he  towbuith,  aboue  ane  monetli,  and  non  furneifting  pruif  or 
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probable  information  apanis  him,  nor  anie  fufpicion  being  of  any  perfon 
murdered  in  that  c-untrie,  or  vther  criminall  imputation  aganis  him,  caution 
wes  takin  for  his  compeirance  and  his  wyfes,  the  firft  counfall  day  of  No- 
uember,  vnder  the  payne  of  ane  thoufand  punds.  Of  this  yee  fall  informe 
Mr  Patrik,  that  he  may  relate  this  as  the  true  eftate  of  that  buffines. 
No  piiblicl  maters  haue  this  day  occurred  in  counfell.  When  I  fall  know 
any  pertinent  fubied,  you  fall  be  aduerteifed  ;  fo  I  commit  yow  to  God. 
Edinburgh,  laR  of  Sept.  [1618?] 

Your  verie  affured  freind. 

Binning. 

This  letter  from  the  counfell  to  his  maieftie  conteanes  the  lite  of  juf- 
tices  of  peace  for  nomination  of  fchireffis.  The  lord*  hes  maried  the 
Erie  of  Kingornis  filler  privatlie,  which  I  think  the  wifeft  maner. 

To  my  verie  affured  freind,  James 
Douglas,  attending  his  Maieflie 
for  difpatche  of  Scottis  affaires, 
at  Court. 


CLXXXVI— NOTE  TO  BE  SCHOWNE  TO  HIS  MAIESTIE  OF  MATERS  DONE 
IN  THE    COUNSELL   OF  SCOTLAND  SINCE  THE  BEGINNING 
OF  NOVEMBER  1618. 

In  the  moneth  of  July  lad,  the  Schiref  of  Galloway,  having  writtin  to  the 
Counfell,  that  ane  mans  hand  wes  found  in  the  midding  of  one  John  Ken- 
nedie,  notare,  ane  man  affirmed  be  the  fchiref  to  be  of  no  good  report, 
and  that  blood  wes  fene  drop  from  the  ruif  of  this  Kennedies  houfe  vpon 

•  Sic. 
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liis  table,  and  fiini  vtlier  pairtes  of  his  howfo;  and,  when  he  vvos  walking 
with  the  minillcr  of  his  parochin,  that  fum  droppis  of  blood  appeired 
vpon  the  graH'e  whair  Kennodie  walked :  Vpon  warrant  fent  from  the  Coun- 
fell  to  the  fchiref,  he  apprehended  Kennedie,  and  fent  him  to  Edinburgh, 
whair  he  wes  kept  cloUe  prifoner  fyue  or  {\x  oulkis,  during  which  fpace 
no  man  compeiring  to  accufe  him  of  any  cryme,  or  to  informe  aganis  him, 
he,  by  fupplicalion,  exhibited  to  the  Counfell,  compleined  of  his  caufeles 
detention,  and  defired  he  might  be  difmitred  to  attend  his  harueft  and 
lawful!  adois,  offering  caution  for  his  reentrie,  whenfoeuer  he  fould  be 
chairged.  The  Counfell  directed  the  prefident,  who  ilayed  in  towne,  to 
examine  him,  and  giue  fuch  anfiier  to  his  petition,  as,  efter  examination, 
he  fould  find  reafonable  ;  who,  efter  flri6l  examination  of  Kennedie  and 
his  vvyfe,  finding  no  obfcuritie  or  variation  in  their  depofitions,  nor  any 
ground  of  tort  our  or  extraordinar  feueritie,  tuke  caution  for  their  com- 
peirance  before  the  Counfell,  vpon  the  thrid  of  Nouember,  vnder  the 
payne  of  ane  thoufand  pundis  ;  and  wrait  to  the  Schiref  of  Galloway  to 
vfe  all  poffible  meanes  to  difcouer  any  true  gronndis  or  circumllances, 
which  might  verifie  guiltines  of  any  cryme  againil  thame,  and  fpeciallie, 
if  it  could  be  difcouered  that  any  man  in  the  cuntrie  had  bene  mour- 
thnred,  or  any  who  wes  knowne  to  be  at  inimitie  with  Kennedie  had  bene 
milled.  Becaus  Kennedie  had  fiiid  that  he  wes  latelie  cum  to  dwell 
whair  the  mans  hand  wes  found;  and  that  no  thing  of  it  refting  hot  the  olde 
bones  and  wethered  iinewes,  it  wes  manifefl  that  it  had  bene  thair  manie 
yeires,  before  his  cumming  to  dwell  in  that  place  ;  and  for  the  blood, 
had  confefled  that  fum  droppis  had  bene  feene  vpon  ane  chandler,  vpon 
his  boord,  when  he  wes  abfent,  and  vpon  the  threfchold  of  ane  dur,  which 
wes  Ivke  gored  blood,  whairof  he  could  tell  no  caufe,  bot  compleined  that 
his  cattell  and  horfes  had  died  in  great  number,  and  that  his  wyfe  had 
bene  long  vexed  with  extraordinar  feiknes  :  all  which  he  afcryved  to  fuf- 
picion  of  witchecraft,  vfed  againft  them.  At  the  day  appoynted  he  com- 
peired  before  the  Counfell,  who,  hauing  conferred  with  the  Schiref  of 
Galloway,  and  finding  no  materiall  information  of  any  cryme  aganis  the 
prifoner,  they  reexamined  Kennedie,  of  whom  no  farder  being  tryed  nor 
lie  had  deponed  to  the  prefident,  he  is  difmifl!ed. 
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The  fchireffis  prickt  be  his  maieftie  wer  wiittin  for  be  the  Counfell, 
who  compeh'ed  and  accepted  of  their  chairge. 

Sir  Gedeon  Murray  hes  communicat  to  the  Lords  Chancelar  and 
Thefaurar,  the  dire6lions  geuin  to  him  be  his  maieflie,  which  they  ac- 
knowledging to  be  mod  wyfe  and  iull,  haue  promeifed  to  fie  performed 
with  all  convenient  diligence. 

The  queftion  betuix  the  merchants  and  feamen,  anent  foreyne  bot- 
tomes,  being  appoynted  to  haue  bene  decyded  be  the  Counfell  vpon  the 
12  of  Nouember,  becaus  that  day,  findrie  officers  of  eftate  wer  abfent, 
and  none  of  the  nobilitie  prefent,  both  pairties  confented  that  the  mater 
fould  be  continowed  to  the  firft  counfell  day  in  Februar  nixt. 

The  Counfell  having  perceiued  that  tliir  yeeres  bygane,  when  God 
had  blifTed  our  cuntrie  with  plentie  of  comes  of  oure  owne  growth,  the 
merchants,  feiking  their  privat  aduantage,  to  the  vniuerfall  preiudice  of 
the  reft  of  the  kingdome,  had  broght  in  great  quantities  of  forayne  vic- 
tuall  in  the  beginning  of  harveft,  which  being  boght  be  them  in  Dan- 
fkene  at  verie  low  rates,  and  fo  fold  much  cheaper  nor  oure  cuntrie  vic- 
tuall,  made  oure  comes  to  remayne  vnfold  be  the  gentilraen  and  their 
poor  tennentis,  to  their  vtter  vndoing,  tranfported  moneyes  furth  of  the 
cuntrie,  and  broght  oure  comes  of  the  enfewing  crope  to  be  extreame 
cheap,  be  which  occaflon  the  merchants  boght  it  at  verie  loT.e  rates  in 
the  beginning  of  the  yeir,  and  made  their  great  aduantage  of  it,  be  tranf- 
porting  it  ouer  fea.  For  reftraint  of  this  fubtiltie  of  the  merchants,  the 
Counfell  impofed  fyve  fchillings  of  cuftume  to  be  payed  to  his  maieftie 
for  ilk  boll  of  their  forayne  vi6luall,  to  which  the  merchants  made  great 
oppofition,  and  efter  that  ane  fufpenfion  raifed  be  them  had  bene  difcufled 
aganis  them,  they  ceafTed  not  ftill  to  repyne,  and  to  importune  the  Coun- 
fell to  difchairge  that  cuftume,  alledgeing  that  vidluall  fould  be  frie  of 
cuftume,  and  the  inbringers  thairof  fauorablie  handled.  It  w-es  an- 
fuered,  that  it  vvcs  trew,  when  it  wes  done  for  the  good  of  the  cuntrie, 
having  neid  of  it ;  bot  to  bring  it  in,  when  we  had  to  feme  oure  felues 
aboundantlie,  and  great  quantitie  to  tranfport  to  be  fold  in  foreyne  pairtis, 
wes  the  vndoing  of  oure  cuntrie,  the  frutes  whairof  confifted  cheiflie  of 
cornes.    Neverlheles,  they  fo  endleflie  importuned  the  Counfell,  that,  find- 
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ing  them  als  conftant  as  they  wer  troublelbme,  they  intimated  be  bill  to  the 
Coiinfell,  that  they  wald  compleane  of  their  vfage  to  his  maiellie,  which 
moued  the  Counfell  to  tell  them,  that  their  prefumption  wes  intoUerable, 
who,  in  the  exercife  of  that  inferiour  jurifdi6lion  which  they  had  of  his 
maieftie,  when  they  fand  any  man  refufe  to  giue  obedience  to  the  ordo- 
nances  of  their  towne  counfell,  they  prefentlie  committed  him  to  ftrait 
waird,  and  manic  times  laid  him  in  irnis  ;  and  when  they  receiued  com- 
mandements  from  his  raaiellies  Counfell,  founded  vpon  law,  reafon,  and 
the  general  good  of  the  kingdome,  they  gaue  example  of  difobedience 
to  all  the  reft  of  the  liegis.  The  Counfell  wald  not  diffuade  them  from 
compleaning,  hot  wer  fo  confident  of  his  maieftios  great  wifdome  and 
iuftice,  that  when  he  fould  know  how  long  and  obftinatlie  they  had  re- 
fufed  to  obey  the  Counfals  laufull  ordonance,  and  how  iniuft  their  com- 
plaint wes,  he  wald,  be  their  pvnifliment,  teache  them  and  others  the 
rewles  of  due  obedience. 

Binning. 

[No  date.] 


CLXXXVII.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Pleas  youre  Sacred  Maiestie, 

We  half  bene  eirniftlie  delt  with,  on  the  behalff  of  the  fewaris 
and  vaffallis  of  Argyle,  for  granting  vnto  thame  confirmationis  of  thair 
landis,  quhilkis  thay  hald  of  the  Erll  of  Argyle.  Bot  we  half  bene  fpair- 
ing  to  meddle  in  that  mater,  in  refpe6l  of  the  proces  and  dangeir  whiche 
the  faid  erll  vndirlyis,  vntill  we  vnderftand  youre  maiefteis  will  and  plea- 
four  thairanent.  In  oure  aune  opinioun,  thair  demand  in  this  pointe  is 
reafounable  and  agreable  to  equitie  and  iuftice,  and  that  youre  maieftie 

2  s 
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can  leflaue  no  harme  nor  preiudice  thairby,  becaus  thay  ar  free  of  thir 
crymes  whairin  the  faid  erll  hes  vnneccflarlie  involuit  him  felff,  and  hes 
liad  no  dealeing  nor  handiUing  witli  him  thairintill  ;  any  forder,  thay  ar 
fewaris  and  vairaUis  to  the  Lord  of  Lome,  thair  fuperiour,  quho  is  feare 
and  heritable  proprietair  of  the  erldome  of  Argyle,  with  the  haill  depend- 
anceis  and  pertinentis  thairof,  and  is  youre  maiefteis  immediat  tennent  of 
the  fame,  and  the  erll  his  fader  is  onlie  lyverentair.  Bot  remitting  this 
to  youre  maiefleis  more  iudifious  and  princelie  confideratioun,  and  at- 
tending youre  maiefteis  diredlioun,  and  anfvver  thairanent,  at  fome  con- 
uenient  tyme  of  youre  maiefteis  leafer,  we  humelie  tak  oure  leave,  pray- 
ing God  to  blifle  youre  maieftie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reignn.  Frome 
Edinburgh,  the  fecund  day  of  Februair  1G19- 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Can  cells. 
A.  Mar. 
Binning. 
G.  Murray. 
W.  Oliphant. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


CLXXXVIII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  wyffe  and  poore  childreene  of  one  Thomas  Lotheane, 
maircheant  in  this  burgh,  hes  verie  havelie  regraitit  vnto  ws,  the  mifer- 
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able  and  hard  eflato,  and  prefent  conditioun  of  (he  faid  Thomas,  who  be- 
ing a  man  pafl  threefcoir  fax  yeiris  of  aige,  and  haveing  veiie  paincfuUie, 
cairfulHe,  and  dihgentlie,  followit  his  trade  of  marcheandice  with  goode  re- 
porte,  credit,  and  reputatioun,  now  be  the  fpace  of  fourtie  yeiris,  and  be- 
ing laitlie  in  the  Ealler  feas,  haueing  in  outred  and  wairing  of  his  awne, 
aboue  tuentie  thowfand  merkis,  befydis  other  tuentie  thowfand  merkis  in 
outred  and  wairing,  quhairof  he  wes  putt  in  trufle  be  fome  of  his  night- 
bouris,  in  his  returning  home  at  Elfinwre,  quhair  entrie  wes  maid  of  his 
fliip  and  goodis,  it  fell  oute,  that  ignorantlie,  and  vpoun  meere  fimplici- 
tie,  fome  fmall  and  vnworthie  portioun  of  goodis  wer  omittit  in  the  entrie, 
without  the  knowlege  or  willing  confent  of  the  innocent  auld  man,  quhair- 
of notice  being  gevin  to  the  toill  maifleris,  be  one  of  the  equippage  of 
the  fliip,  who  profeft  the  faid  Thomas  euill  will,  thay  immediatlie  feafed 
vpoun  the  fliip  and  goodis,  and  hes  confifcat  the  fame  to  the  vfe  and  be- 
hoofTe  of  youie  maiefteis  darrefl  brother,  the  king  of  Denmark,  vnto 
quhorae  the  aiged  man,  haueing  oft  and  diuers  tymes  meaned  him  felf  in 
all  humilitie,  craveing  pitie  and  confideratioun  to  be  had  of  his  hard 
eftate,  and  of  the  diftrefTe  and  trouble  quhairin  ignorantlie  he  is  fallin, 
he  reflaues  no  other  anfueris  bot  dire6l  refufallis  of  reftitutioun,  and  he 
ftayis  ftill  thair,  in  grite  neceflitie  and  want,  following  youre  maiefteis  faid 
darreft  brother  and  his  courte,  frome  place  to  place,  without  ony  condi- 
tioun or  hoip  of  reftitution :  Quhairupoun  his  nightbouris  of  this  toun 
quho  patt  him  in  trufte  of  thair  goodis,  laying  the  blame  of  the  faid  con- 
fifcatioun  vpoim  him,  hes  intentit  adlioun  aganis  him,  and  intendis  to 
evidl  and  comprife  frome  him  the  fmall  remanent  of  his  goodis,  that  he 
left  heir  behind  him,  to  the  vtter  wrake  and  vndoing  of  him,  his  poore 
wyffe  and  childreene ;  and  he  him  felff  dar  not,  nor  can  not  come  home, 
for  feare  of  fuche  perfonall  executioun  as  be  law  may  be  dew  aganis  him ; 
fua,  that  be  appeirance  his  gray  hairis  fall  with  greif,  forrow,  and  wracke, 
go  to  the  graue  in  Denmark.  This  being  a  mater  of  pitie  and  commi- 
feratioun,  we  half  prefoomed,  in  all  reuerence,  to  prefent  the  fame  to 
youre  maiefteis  princelie  and  fauourable  confideratioun,  humelie  befeik- 
ing  youre  maieftie,  that  youre  maieftie  wald  be  gratiouflie  pleafed  to 
write  on  behalf  of  this  aiged  man,  to  youre  maiefteis  faid  darreft  brotiier 
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for  reftitutioun  to  be  maid  to  him  of  his  fliip  and  goodis,  feeing  the  omif- 
iioun  foirfaid  in  the  entrie  of  the  fliip  and  goodis  proceided  vpoun  meere 
fimpUcitie  and  ignorance,  and  not  vpoun  ony  foirthoght  purpois  of  con- 
cealment. And  fo,  craveing  youre  maiefteis  pardoun  for  this  oure  pre- 
fumptiomi,  humeUe  praying  God  to  bhfle  youre  maieftie  with  mony  lang 
and  happie  dayis,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell'.  Lothiane. 

Binning.  Lauderdaile. 

Pa.  Aberdene.  G.  Murray. 
A.  Mar. 

Edinburgh,  23  Februair  1619- 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


CLXXXIX.— LORD  BINNING  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

My  Lord  Chancelar  being  yifternight  abfent  when  we  receiued 
the  forowfull  newes  of  the  death  of  your  moft  excellent  quene  of  blifled 
memorie,  and  few  of  the  Counfell  being  in  this  towne,  at  firft  I  could  re- 
folue  no  farder  hot  to  aduerteis  thofe  who  wer  prefent  of  the  deplorable 
accident,  and  will  them  to  prepaire  themfelfis  as  apperteined.  I  fent 
alfo  for  the  magiftrats  of  the  towne,  and  gaue  them  the  like  aduerteif- 
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mont,  and  dirc6led  the  Clork  of  Counfell  to  jMaifter  Patrik.  Galloway, 
defirincf  him  to  conuene  with  the  reft  of  the  minifters  heir,  and  giue  order 
that  honorable  commenioralion  may  be  maid  in  their  fermons  of  hir  ver- 
tnous  lyfe  and  Chriftian  death  ;  wheiranent  I  wrait  alfo  to  the  Archi- 
bifchops  of  Santandrois  and  Glafgow. 

And  albeit  I  haue  hard  no  thing  from  your  maieftie,  or  any  of  your 
niinillers  at  Court,  of  the  opinion  conceiued  of  the  hoftile  intention  of 
the  Spanvards  aganis  your  maiefties  dominions,  yet  the  rumours  ar  fo 
frequent  and  probable  heir,  that  I  haue  thoght  that  my  fault  wald  be 
pardonable  to  defire  the  archibifchops  to  cum  heir,  and  bring  with  them  fuin 
of  the  wyfeft  and  moll  fecret  of  the  bifchops,  that  I  might  informe  them 
what  rumours  went,  and  defire  them  by  difcreit  and  fecret  meanes  to  try 
evrie  one  of  them  in  his  owne  boundis,  be  fuch  as  they  know  beft  affedled, 
what  wes  the  behauiour  or  diffeins  of  fuch  as  ar  fufpeSed  in  religion,  or 
otherwayes  difcontented,  to  the  effecSt  your  maieftie  might  be  informed,  and 
be  your  direclion  fuch  order  taken,  as  in  your  maiefties  moft  excellent 
wifdome  fould  feeme  expedient.  And  if  your  maieftie,  vpon  more  fure 
information,  be  confirmed  in  opinion  of  any  trouble  intended  be  the  Span- 
iard, it  may  appcir  not  vnfit  that  your  maieftie  call  to  Court,  vpon  fuch 
pretextes  as  mav  breid  leaft  diftruft,  thofe  who  may  be  iuftlieft  fufpedled, 
able  and  inclined,  to  mak  any  difturbance,  or  giue  fauour  and  ayde  to  en- 
nemies,  that,  being  deteaned  their,  thair  pourpofes  may  be  difapointed, 
and  themfelfs  kept  as  pledgis  of  the  dewtie  and  obedience  of  their  freindis 
and  feruants ;  which  will  cairie  no  preiudice,  if  no  danger  be  intended, 
and  being  neglected,  may  do  great  hairme,  if  ennemies  be  to  moue  trouble 
in  thir  pairtis.  Howeuer  it  be,  I  think  the  prelates  fitteft  of  all  others  to 
expreffe  their  diftruft  and  prouidence  in  ane  mater  of  this  kynd,  whairat  the 
Spaniards  can  not  tak  iuft  offence,  fince  all  is  to  be  aduyfed  quyetlie, 
and  for  no  other  end  but  precaution  of  evill,  fpecially  fince  all  their  doing 
will  proceed  withowt  any  direction  from  your  maieftie  or  the  Counfell. 

If  any  mak  fute  for  the  gift  of  the  pryourie  of  Iladinton,  I  hope  your 
maieftie  will  be  gratiouflie  pleafed  to  remember  that  your  maieftie  bc- 
ftowed  it  vpone  one  fone  of  myne,  which  I  humblie  wifli  he  may  reteane, 
more  for  ane  mark  of  your  royall  fauour,  nor  any  profit  can  arryfe  of  it. 
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So,  befeiking  God  to  preferue  your  maieflie  in  long  and  conftant  health 
and  happines,  I  reft 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble,  faithfull,  and  bund 
fubiedl  and  feruant, 

Binning. 

Edinburgh,  8  Merche  [1619?] 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  Maieftie. 


cxc.—the  earls  of  mar  and  melros  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reflaued  youre  maiefteis  lettre  in  fauouris  of  James  King, 
fometyme  of  Barrogh,  by  the  quhilk,  it  wes  youre  maiefteis  pleafour,  that 
the  Laird  of  Meldrum  fould  be  callit  befoir  youre  maiefteis  Counfaill, 
and  that  he  fould  be  delt  with,  to  gif  a  lettre  of  flanes  to  the  faid  James 
and  his  compliceis,  for  the  flawghter  of  vmquhile  Alexander  Seatoun,  then 
appeirand  of  Meldrum  ;  becaus,  as  youre  maieftie  wes  informed,  diuers 
of  the  faid  James  his  kinred  and  freindis  hes  bene  killed  for  that  flaugh- 
ter,  his  haill  goodis  intromettit  with,  and  him  felf  compellit  at  laft  to  fell 
his  landis  and  leving,  far  Ihorte  of  the  half  value,  and  to  renunce  all  ac- 
tionis  of  ejedlioun  and  fpuilzee  competent  to  him  be  the  law.  Vpoun 
the  refett  of  this  lettre,  we  had  conference  with  fome  fpeciall  freindis  of 
the  houfe  of  Meldrum,  and  with  fome  otheris  quho  ar  beft  acquentit  with 
the  eftate  of  this  buflynes,  and  after  confideratioun  of  all  the  particularis 
concerning  the  fame,  we  find  that  it  wilbe  more  aggreable  to  the  content- 
ment of  the  pairtye,  and  will  procure  more  aflured  peace  to  the  faid  James 
and  his  freindis,  that  youre  maieftie  fall  grant  ane  pardoun  for  the  faid 
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flaiighter,  nor  that  the  mater  falbe  broght  to  pubh6l  conteflatioun  and 
audience  at  the  counfaill  table :  And  thairfore,  yf  youre  maieflie  wilbe 
gratiouflie  pleafed  to  grant  the  faid  pardoun,  and  to  ligne  the  fignatour 
heirwith  fend  vp  to  youre  maieflie,  fuche  ordour  falbe  tane  for  the  fatling 
of  this  buHynes,  as  youre  maieflie  falbe  no  forder  troublit  thairwith.  And 
lb,  with  oure  humble  and  earnifl  prayeris  vnto  God  for  youre  maieflies 
lang  and  happie  reignne,  we  refl 


Youre  Maieflies  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

A.  Mar. 
Melros.* 


Edinburgh,  penult  of  Marche  1619. 

To  the  King  his  mofl  facred  and  excellent 
Maieflie. 


cxcl— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  refTaued  your  maieflies  lettre  of  the  fevint  Maij  laft,  with  the  ex- 
tract of  the  ordouris  and  conclufionis,  eflabliflied  and  obferued  in  England 
betui.x  the  maircheantis  and  fkipparis,  in  the  mater  of  navigatioun  and  im- 

•  Lord  Binning  was  created  Earl  of  Melros,  by  patent,  dated  at  Newmarket,  20th  March  1G19. 
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ployment  of  the  cuntrie  fliippis;  and  by  this  lettre  we  perfave  that  youre 
maiellie  hes  tane  fonie  offence,  becaufe  the  lyke  cours  wes  not  tane  heir, 
hot  hes  fuftenit  a  lang  delay,  and  that  we  half  not  anfuerit  youre  maieflies 
lettres  written  to  ws  thairanent.    As  we  euer  acknowlegeit  your  maieflies 
royall  purpois  and  refolutioun  in  the  general!,  concerning  that  mater,  to 
be  mofl  jufl,  neceffair,  and  expedient,  bothe  for  the  flrenthe,  faulftie,  and 
honnour  of  youre  maieflies  kingdomes,  and  for  the  weele  of  your  fubie6lis, 
fo  we  omittit  no  tyme,  panes,  nor  trauellis,  to  bring  the  fame  to  ane  goode 
conclufioun,  to  the  contentment  of  all  pairtyis  haueing  interelTe.     Bot 
we  fand  fo  mony  difficulteis  and  impedimentis  in  the  bufTynes,  by  the 
greevis   pretendit   and   obie6tionis   proponnit  hinc  inde,  that  we  wer 
conllrayned  to  fpend  a  grite  deale  of  tyme  in  heiring  of  the  reflbnis, 
anfweris,  rcplyis,  duplyis,  and  triplyis,  quhilkis  wer  gevin  in  at  feuerall 
termes  and  dyettis,  be  the  maircheantis  and  fkipparis,  and  quhilkis  did 
neccfTarlie  require  diuers  continewationis,  whairvnto  the  fkipparis  ever 
confentit.     And  at  lafl,  we,  haueing  cloifed  the  proces,  and  difchargeit 
all  forder  reafouning  or  conteflatioun,  be  worde  or  write,  we  tooke  this 
courfe  afoir  we  wald  fullie  determine  thairintill;  that  in  refpedl  the  mater 
wes  graue  and  weyghtie,  and  that  the  conventioun  of  the  burrowis  did 
now  approatche,  and  is  to  be  haldin  at  Hadingtoun,  vpoun  the  firll  Tuif- 
day  of  July  nixt,  that  the  fkipparis  fould  fend  fax  of  thair  nomber,  befl 
acquentit  with  the  fea  faring  trade,  to  the  faid  conventioun,  to  confer  with 
the  burrowis;  and  we  haif  recommcndit  to  the  burrowis  to  deale  with 
thame  in  loue  and  kyndnes,  and  to  refolue  mutuallie  vpoun  fuche  condi- 
tionis,  as  may,  with  common  confent,  effe6luat  your  maieflies  princelie  de- 
feignne  and  refolutioun,  and  thay  ar  to  reporte  vnto  ws,  vpon  the  xv  day  of 
July  nixt,  thair  hail  proceidingis  in  this  mater,  at  quhilk  tyme,  the  fame, 
without  forder  delay,  is  to  be  putt  to  a  pointe,  without  ony  forder  continew- 
ationis to  be  grantit;  and  we  haif  fend  to  the  faid  conventioun  ane  copie 
of  the  a6tis  and  articles  fend  doun  to  youre  maiellie,  for  the  better  confor- 
mitie  to  be  gevin  to  thame  thairunto.     And  this  being  the  fimple  and 
trew  eflate  of  the  progres  of  this  buflynes,  w^e  humelie  prefent  the  fame 
to  youre  maieflies  confideratioun,  we  being  loathe  to  haif  impeflieit  youre 
maiellie  thairwith,  till  firfl  wo  had  broght  the  fame  to  ane  end.     And  fo, 
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witli  oure  humble  and  eirnift  prayers  vnto  God  for  youre  maiefties  lang 
and  happie  reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefties  raoft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Melros. 

WiGTOUNE.  R-  COCKBURNE. 

LoTHiANE.  George  Hay. 

ROXBURGHE. 

Haliruidhous,  10  Junij  iGl'J. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  e.xcellent 
Maieftie. 


CXCII.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  conlideratioun  of  the  grite  and  vnneceflair  allowance  aflignit 
for  intertenying  of  youre  maiefties  fhip,  callit  the  Charlis,  quhilk  youre 
maieftie  wes  pleafed  to  fend  heir,  to  attend  youre  maiefteis  feruice  in 
thir  watteris,  moved  us,  according  to  youre  maiefteis  diredlioun,  to 
enter  in  deliberatioun  how  this  vnneceflair  and  neidles  allowance  might 
be  retrinflied,  and  the  fliip  intertenyed  at  a  more  eafie  and  reafounable 
rate;  and  haueing  conferred  heirupoun  with  captane  Murray,  quho  hes 
the  charge  of  the  fliip,  and  finding  it  nowther  neceflair  nor  expedyent 
that  fuche  ane  grite  and  conftant  allowance  fall  ftand  ferme,  quhen  the 
ftiip  lyis  idill,  without  occafioun  or  neceflitie  of  imployment,  we  haif  ro- 
folued  vpoun  this  courfe  (yf  fo  it  may  ftand  with  youre  maiefteis  pleafoure  j, 
that  the  artailiierie,  fallis,  and  otheris  ornamentis  of  the  fliip,  falbe  tane 
oute  of  hir,  and  putt  in  the  caftcll  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  alwayes  in  reddf- 

2  T 
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lies  for  the  vfe  and  feruice  of  the  fliip,  as  the  occafioun  fall  fall  oute,  and 
that  the  fhip  falbe  fend  vp  the  narrow  watter  to  St  Margaretis  Hoip,  or 
fome  other  pairt,  quhair  ilio  may  faulflie  ly  at  ane  anker,  without  parrell 
or  dangeir;  and  that  foure  or  fyve  perfonis  falbe  appointit  to  attend  hir, 
and  that  cair  falbe  had  for  the  tymous  preuenting  and  keeping  of  all  de- 
fedlis,  quilkis  commounlie  fallis  oute  in  fliippis :  And  towcheing  the  cap- 
tane  him  felf,  to  the  efFe6l  he  may  be  reddy,  vpoun  euerye  intervening 
occafioun,  to  attend  the  feruice  of  the  fliip,  we  think  meete  that  he  fall 
haif  ane  penfioun  of  twa  thowfand  pundis  during  his  lyftyme,  quhairby 
not  onlie  fall  the  fliip  be  keepit,  and  fho,  with  hir  capitane,  euer  be  furthe- 
comand  at  all  occafionis  of  feruice,  hot  youre  maieflie  will  faulff  and  fpair 
ane  grite  deale  of  money,  quhilk  is  yeirlie  gevin  oute  for  this  caus.  And 
remitting  this  to  youre  maiefleis  more  iuditious  and  princelie  confidera- 
tioun,  and  humelie  praying  God  to  blifle  your  maieftie  with  a  lang  and 
happie  reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  George  Hav. 

Melros.  W.  Oliphant. 

A.  Mar.  G.  Murray. 

Haliruidhous,  xvij  Junij  1619- 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


CXCIU— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

According  to  youre  maiefteis  dire6lioun,  we    callit  fir  James 
Skene  of  Currihill  befoir  ws,  and  verie  ftraitlie  laved  to  his  charge  his 


THE  MELROS   PAPERS.  331 

disobedience  of  youre  maiefteis  command  and  dirodtioun,  in  not  com- 
mvnicating  with  the  reft  of  youre  maiefteis  counfell  and  feffioun,  in  the 
kirk  of  Edinburgli,  at  Eafter  laft,  and  for  going  to  ane  other  kirk,  and 
reilaueing  the  commvnioun  after  ane  other  forme  then  wes  prefcryued 
be  the  a6lis  of  the  laft  Generall  AfTemblie  haldin  at   Perthe;  and  we 
vrgeit  him  to  cleir  himfelff  of  thir  pointis,  vpoun  the  parrell  to  be  fufpen- 
dirfrome  his  place  in  counfell  and  feffioun.     After  tliat  he  had  vtterit 
his  greiff  and  forrow  for  youre  maiefteis  offence  tane  aganis  him  in  this 
particulair,  with  mony  proteftationis  that  his  hairt  wes  free  frorae  all 
contempt  or  dillbbedience  of  youre  maieftie,  and  that,  in  fmceritie  of  moft 
loyall  and  dewtifuU  fubieaioun,  he  had  ever  preaft  to  approve  him  felff 
youre  maiefteis  faithfull  and  obedient  fubieft,  he  then  come  to  his  defence 
aganis  the  libell :  And  towchcing  the  firft  point  thairof,  for  not  commvni- 
cating  at  Eafter,  he  anfuerit,  that  that  haill  weeke  he  wes  ordinair  in  the 
vtterlioufe,  and  reportair,  and  that  vpoun  Satterday,  quhilk  wes  the  day 
for  the  fermone  of  preparatioun,  his  turne  fell  to  be  examinatour  of  the 
witneffis,  and  that  he  wes  commandit  and  appointit  to  attend  the  fame, 
quhairvpoun  he  awaited  frome  twa  of  the  cloke  till  fax  of  the  cloke 
at  night ;  and  being  thairby  neceffarlie  diftra6lit  frome  the  fermone  of 
preparatioun,  he  could  not  be  prepairit  to  commvnicat  vpoun  the  morne 
thairefter :  And  towcheing  his  going  to  ane  other  kirk  to  commvnicat, 
he  flatlie  denyit  the  fame,  affermeing  conftantlie,  that  he  keept  his  houfe 
that  foirnoone,  and  that  he  come  to  the  afternoone  fermone,  and  fatt  in 
the  ordinair  place  with  the  reft  of  the  Lordis  of  the  Seffioun;  quhilkis  tua 
pointis,  to  witt,  of  his  examinatioun  of  the  witnefles  vpoun  Eafter  evin, 
and  comeing  to  the  afternoones  fermone  vpoun  Eafter  day,  we  can  all 
teftifie  to  be  of  trewthe;  and  fo  finding  no  verificatioun  of  the  informa- 
tioun  gevin  to  youre  maieftie  in  this  mater,  we  could  proceid  no  forder 
thairintill,  bot  hes  remittit  the  fame  to  youre  maiefteis  princelie  confider- 
atioun,  humelie  befeekeing  youre  maieftie  not  to  tak  in  evill  pairt  the 
faid  fir  James  his  not  commvnicating  the  day  foirfaid,  quhilk  proceidit 
not  vpoun  wilfull  contempt  or  difobedience,  bot  vpoun  the  iuft  and  necef- 
fair  occafioun  foirfaid;  and  we  perfwade  oure  felffis,  that  as  he  wil  be  cair- 
fuU  to  eftiew  all  occafionis  ([uhilkis  may  procure  youre  maiefteis  iuft  cans 
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of  wraithe  and  offence  aganis  him,  fo  he  will  haif  the  lyke  cair  to  approue 
him  felff  youre  maielleis  faithfuU  and  goode  fubie6l.  And  fo,  with  oure 
humble  and  earnift  prayers  vnto  God  for  youre  maieflies  lang  and  happie 
reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Al.  Elphinston. 

LoTHiANE.  George  Hay. 

Melros.  W.  Oliphant. 

KiLSAYTH.  A.  Hay. 
Carnegy. 

Halirudhous,  xxiiij  Junij  1619. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


CXCIV.—EARLS  OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND  MELROS  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

QuHAiRAS  the  commiffionis  for  the  fchireffliippis  being  in  youre 
maiefteis  handis,  doeth  now  expyre  at  this  approtcheing  Lambmes,  we 
haif  thairfoir  fend  vnto  youre  maieftie  ane  roll  of  the  jufticeis  of  the  peace 
within  the  faidis  fchirefdomes,  to  the  effe6l  that  youre  maieftie,  oute  of  this 
roll,  may  mak  choife  of  thame  quhome  youre  maieftie  will  haif  to  fill  thefe 
placeis  for  the  yeir  to  come.  And  towcheing  thefe  who  hes  ferved  in 
thefe  officeis  thir  yeiris  bigane,  thay  ar  markit  with  a  litle  croce,  and  he 
quho  is  prefentlie  in  office  is  markit  with  the  lettre  P.  At  the  returne  of 
youre  maiefteis  will  and  pleafour  in  this  mater,  commiflionis  falbe  exped 
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accordinglie.     And  fo,  praying  God  to  grant  vnto  youre  niaieftie  ane 
lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  refl 


Youre  Maiefteis  mod  humble  and  obedyent 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell' 
Melros. 


Haliruidhous,  xxiiij  Junij  1G19- 


CXCV— EARLS  OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND  MELROS  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

According  to  youre  maiefteis  dire6lioun,  we  fend  of  new  for  the 
laird  of  Drum,  and  verie  eirniftlie  delt  and  trauellit  with  him  in  that  mater 
recommendit  be  youre  maieftie  to  us,  concerning  fir  WiUiame  Irwing,  and 
we  vfed  all  the  perfuafine,  reffonis,  and  argumentis  we  could,  to  move  him 
to  gif  vnto  youre  maieftie  fatiffa6tioun,  quhairin  he  pretendit  fo  grite 
hurte  and  preiudice  to  his  eftate,  as  in  no  caife  could  he  be  induceit  to 
yeild  thairunto.  The  reflbnis  of  his  refufall  he  gaif  in  write,  vnder  his 
hand,  quhilkis  we  haif  heirwith  fend  vnto  youre  maieftie;  and  becaus  we 
knew  no  thing  of  thefe  particularis,  and  thair  wes  none  heir,  attending  for 
fir  Williame,  to  gif  vnto  us  ony  informatioun  concerning  the  fame,  we 
could  mak  no  reply  nor  obiedlioun  thairancnt;  and  fince  tlie  pairtve 
excuifes  his  refufaiil,  vpoun  the  neceflair  efliewing  of  his  grite  prejudice, 
we  can  obteane  no  forder,  bot  mufl  remitt  the  forder  determinatioun  to 
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youre  royall  wifdome.     And  fo,  with  oure  humble  and  eirnift  prayeris 
vnto  God  for  youre  maiefleis  lang  and  happie  reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell*. 
Melros. 

Haliruidhous,  8  July  1619. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


cxcvi.— earl  of  melros  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Sacred  Soderane, 

I  HAUE  vfed  all  diligence  for  triall  of  that  which  palled  betuix  your 
maieftie  and  the  embafladors  for  the  United  Prouinces  in  the  yeir  1594, 
and  can  find  no  thing  bot  a  commiflion  granted  by  the  Eftates,  vnder 
their  feale,  to  MelTieurs  Brederode  and  Valche,  together  with  a  ratifica- 
tion by  thofo  embafladours  of  preceeding  treaties  of  peace  and  amitic 
betuix  your  maiefteis  royall  progenitours  and  the  houfe  of  Burgundie, 
and  particularlie  of  that  made  at  Binch,  anno  1551,  wherof  I  fend  the 
copie  heirwith  to  your  maieftie.  The  principals  wer  fent  to  me  by  Sir 
Dauid  Foulis,  and  fall  be  deliuered  to  the  Clerk  of  Regifter,  to  be  kept 
amongs  the  records  of  this  your  maieflies  kingdome.  The  treatie  at 
Binch  is  not  found  in  your  maiefties  regifter  ;  and  therefore,  if  your  maief- 
ties  embafladours,  with  the  Archeduke  or  Eftates,  can  get  an  autentik 
extradl  therof,  it  may  greatlie  ferue  for  cleiring  of  maters  betuix  your 
maieftie  and  them. 
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I  perceiue  by  the  commiffioun  granted  to  Brederode  and  Valche  vnder 
the  feale  of  the  Eflates,  that  thofe  who  of  late  dealt  with  your  maiellie 
for  the  Indian  trade,  fifchings,  etc.  did  not  proceed  ingeniiouflie,  when 
they  pretended  the  letter  of  credite  exhibited  by  them  to  be  the  vfuall 
warrand  granted  by  the  Eflates  to  their  coramiffioners,  dire6led  to  treat 
in  maters  of  fuch  confequence,  wherof  your  maieilie  may  be  pleafed  to 
confider  in  future  treaties. 

The  commiffioner  fent  to  require  your  maiefties  affife  and  teind  from 
the  flranger  bufches,  is  not  yet  returned. 

By  deceas  of  Sir  Alexander  Drummond  of  Meidhop,  ane  ordinar 
place  vaikes  in  feffion,  the  prefent  ellate  wherof  requires  the  eledlion  of 
a  man  learned  in  the  lawes  and  prattik,  no  age  hauing  fene  fo  few  in  that 
fenate  endewed  with  thofe  quaUties  as  this  time,  which  giues  me  hope, 
that  your  maieftie  will  be  gratiouflie  pleafed  to  pardon  the  boldnes  of  my 
requefl  to  your  maiellie,  to  prefer  the  good  of  your  people,  by  choice  of 
the  mod  qualified,  to  that  importunitie,  which  manie,  owt  of  refpe6t  of 
privat  freindfchip,  will  vfe  for  procuring  the  aduancement  of  fuch  as  they 
affedl ;  and  therefore,  fince  the  end  of  this  feffion  now  approchis,  if  your 
maieftie  be  pleafed  to  delay  the  granting  of  prefentation  till  the  begin- 
ning of  the  nixt,  your  maieftie,  before  that  time,  hauing  tried  the  quali- 
ties of  the  pretendents,  all  that  affe6ls  the  good  of  this  eftate  will  reft 
aflured,  that  your  maieftie  will  prefer  him  whom,  by  tryall,  yow  fall  find 
raoft  fit  for  your  owne  feruice  and  iuftice  in  the  cuntrie.  I  humblie  beg 
your  maiefties  pardon  for  this  prefumption,  and  feruentlie  befeech  God 
long  to  preferue  your  maieftie  in  all  profperitie  and  contentment.  Ed.  iCi 
July  [1G19?] 

Your  Maiefties  raoft  humble,  faithfull,  and  bound 
feruant  and  fubiedl, 

Melros. 

To  the  Kingis  moft  facred  Maieftie. 
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CXCVII.— EARLS  OF  DUNFERMLINE   AND  MELROS  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

In  the  roll  of  the  jufliceis  of  peace  for  the  conflabularie  of 
Hadino-toun,  laitlie  fend  vp  to  youre  maieftie,  thair  wes  ane  litle  errour 
committit,  by  inferting  Sir  Williame  Seytoun  his  name  thairintill,  becaus 
he  haveing  a  deputrie  of  the  office  of  fchireffliip  of  that  conflabularie 
during  his  lyvetyme,  maid  to  him  be  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  principall 
fchirefffor  the  tyme;  and  it  being  youre  maieflies  pleafour,  quhen  that 
office  fell  in  youre  maieflies  handis,  to  burdyne  the  faid  Sir  Williame 
with  a  furrender  of  his  deputrie,  he  verie  freelie  and  willinglie  yeildit  to 
the  faid  furrender,  vpoun  a  fpeciall  conditioun  craved  be  him,  and  ac- 
cordinglie  grantit,  that  he  fould  never  be  chargeit  agane  with  that  office 
during  his  lyftyme.  And  quhairas  we  knowe  that  he  will  tak  holde  of 
this  conditioun  and  promeis  maid  vnto  him,  we  will  thairfoir  humelie  in- 
treate  youre  maieftie  to  mak  choife  of  fome  other  for  that  office  oute  of 
the  roll  heirwith  fend  vp  to  youre  maieftie.  And  fo  craving  youre  maiefties 
pardoun  for  the  faid  errour,  quhilk  puttis  youre  maieftie  to  this  new  trou- 
ble, we  pray  God  to  blifle  your  maieftie  with  a  lar.g  and  happie  reignne. 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
Melros. 

Hallruidhous,  the  20  day  of  July  1619. 

To  the  Kins  his  moft  facred  and  excellent  Maieftie. 
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CXCVIII.— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


IVIosT  Sacred  Souerane, 

Whereas  the  clerk  of  j-oure  maiefleis  regifter,*  oute  of  his 
goode  affecSlioim  to  the  credite  and  reputatioun  of  this  his  natiiie  cuntrey, 
and  for  the  bringing  in  of  tradis  not  formarhe  knowne  within  the  fame, 
hes  by  youre  maiefteis  approbatioun,  hcence,  and  preuilege,  and  to  his 
exceiding  grite  chargeis  and  expenfle,  interprifed  and  broght  to  good 
perfe6tioun  the  making  of  irone  and  gUxtle,  within  this  kingdome,  and 
hos  fott  vp  workis  in  findrie  pairtis  to  that  efte6l;  quhilkis  workis,  with 
a  nomber  of  (Irangearis  attending  the  fame  at  dayhe  wadgeis,  he  hes, 
with  mony  grite  difficuUeis,  and  with  a  conflant  and  fatled  refolutioun,  in- 
tcrtenyed  and  haldin  forduard  this  diners  yeiris  bigane,  ever  expe6ling 
that  the  difpatche  of  his  irone  and  glafs  within  and  without  the  cuntrey 
fould,  with  tyme,  haif  reiloirit  and  fett  vp  his  lofles :  Bot  he  hes  now  found, 
be  prooffe  and  experience,  that  all  the  cuntrie  difpatche  of  his  glafs 
in  ane  haill  yeir,  will  not  vpholde  his  glafs  workis  the  fpace  of  ane 
moneth;  the  vpholde  quhairof  doeth  neceflarlie  require  fo  grite  a  floke 
as  hardlie  can  the  vndertakair  convenientlie  furneis,  inrefpe6l  of  the 
reflreant  of  foregne  glafs  with  that  kingdome  of  England ;  fwa  that  be 
appeirance  this  worke,  quhilk  is  fo  neceffair  and  profitable  for  the 
cuntrey,  and  by  the  quhilk  a  nomber  of  the  cuntrey  people  ar  fett  to 
worke,  and  inflrufiled  and  trayned  vp  in  that  arte,  will  perillie  and  decav, 
and  the  gentilman,  quho,  oute  of  his  affedlioun  to  the  weele  of  this  cun- 
trey, interprifed  and  vndertooke  the  worke,  will,  with  otheris  employed  be 
him,  tyne  bothe  their  tyme  and  chargeis.  And  whereas,  by  the  treatie 
of  the  Unioun  betuix  the  twa  kingdomes,  and  by  ane  Aft  of  Parliament 

*  George  Hay,  afterwards  first  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 
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following  thairupon,  in  the  kingdome,  it  wes  concluded  that  the  natiue 
commoditeis  of  ather  kingdome  foiikl  be  free  to  be  fauld  in  the  other, 
and  that  conforme  thairto,  oure  coale,  quhilk  formarlie  wes  forbiddin,  is 
daylie  now  tranfported  to  England  for  making  of  glafs,  and  for  other 
vfes,  without  the  quhilk  no  glafs  can  be  maid  thair.  We  do  thairfoir,  in 
all  reuerence,  intreate  your  facred  maieftie  in  fauouris  of  the  gentilman, 
your  maiefteis  feruand,  and  for  the  weele  and  honnour  of  this  cuntrey, 
that  outher  the  felling  of  Scottis  glafle  may,  be  your  maiefteis  royall 
authoritie,  be  declairit  free  in  England,  nochtwithftanding  ony  prohibi- 
tioune  or  reftreante  maid  in  the  contrair,  or  then,  that  the  reftreante  and 
prohibitioun  maid  be  formair  A6lis  of  Parliament  agains  the  tranfporting 
of  coillis  cute  of  this  kingdome  may  be  fufferit  to  ftand  in  force  (except 
onlie  for  furniffing  of  youre  maiefteis  houfes).  The  particulairis  con- 
cerning this  buflynes  youre  maieftie  will  vnderftand  more  at  lairge,  by  a 
gentilman,  berair  heirof,  who  hes  beene  now  a  lang  tyme  a  dealair  thairin ; 
vnto  whofe  futRciencie  remitting  the  fame,  and  humelie  recommending 
him  to  youre  maiefteis  gratious  and  fauourable  acceptance,  we  pray  God 
to  bliffe  your  maieftie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reignne.  Frome  Haliruid- 
hous,  the  22  day  of  July  1619. 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Can'cellarius. 
Melros. 
Murray. 
Lauderdaill. 
W.  Oliphant, 

Haliruidhous,  22  July  1619- 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


THE   MELROS   PAPERS.  339 


CXCIX.—TIIE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  ordinair  meetingis  of  the  coniundl  commifTionaris  for  the 
Middilfliyris,  being  this  lang  tyme  intermitted,  and  the  conclufionis  and 
refolutionis  quhilkis  wer  vfualUe  tane  at  thefe  meetingis,  for  the  peace 
and  quietnes  of  the  faidis  boundis,  being  thairby  neglo6lit  and  interruptit, 
(juhairupoun  fome  difordouris  and  enormiteis  hes  occurrit  and  fallin  oute 
within  the  fame  boundis,  to  the  dillurbance  of  youre  maiefteis  peace,  and 
hurte  of  youre  poore  fubiedlis;  and  diuers  of  the  commiflionaris  thame 
felfRs  being  now  become  fenfible  of  thir  difordouris  procedino-  frome  the 
intermiffioun  and  negle6l  of  thair  ordinair  meetingis  as  faid  is,  and  thay 
being  wilhng  to  repair  and  amend  the  fame  ;  yitt  thefe  of  the  Ino-hflie 
fyde,  not  haueing  warrand  be  thair  laite  commiffioun  to  that  efre6l,  de- 
fyris  onlie  to  haif  youre  maiefteis  pleafour  fignifeit  vnto  thame  thairanent, 
quhilk  being  declairit  from  thame  to  ws  by  thair  affotiat  commiffionaris 
on  this  fyde,  we  ar  thairfoir  moft  humehe  to  requeift  youre  maieftie  to 
recommend  the  fame  to  tlie  Lord  Clifforde,  wiUing  him  to  call  to  him  felft 
fuche  of  the  Ingliihe  Commiflionaris  as  formarlie  hes  beene  beft  acquent 
with  the  feruice,  and  to  conveene  and  meit  with  the  Scottithe  Commif- 
lionaris, quho  hes  lykewayes  beene  in  vfe  to  keepe  the  faidis  meetino-is, 
fa  aft  and  at  all  fuche  tymes  and  placeis  as  with  mutuall  confent  falbe 
aggreit  vpoun,  and  at  thir  meetingis  to  refolue  vpoun  fuche  conclufionis 
as  may  fuppres  the  prefent  eviliis,  and  prevent  the  futurgrouthe  of  thame. 
And  fo  craveing  youre  maiefteis  pardoun  for  (his  oure  prefumptioun,  and 
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humelie  praying  God  to  bliffe  youre  maieflie  with  a  lang  and  happie 
reignne,  we  reft 

Your  Maiefties  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

A.  Mar. 
Melros. 
J.  Hamilton'. 

R.  COKBURNE. 

G.  Murray. 
HaUruidhous,  xxv  Auguft  1619. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


cc— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Sacred  Souer.\ne, 

We  ar  informed  of  ane  a&,  and  proclamatioun  laitlie  maid  and  fett 
oute  in  prent  thair,  towcheing  the  coyneing  of  fome  new  peeceis  of  gold, 
differing  in  weyght,  prent,  and  fynnes,  frome  that  quhilk,  with  confent  of 
bothe  kingdomes,  wes  aggreit  vpoun  the  tyme  of  the  treatye  of  the  Vnioun 
in  the  fax  hundreth  and  fyve  yeir  of  God,  quhair  promeis  wes  maid  that 
thair  fould  be  no  alteratioun  nor  change  of  coyne,  without  mutuall  con- 
fent; and  yf  a  neceffitie  of  alteratioun  fould  be  fundin,  that  youre  maiefties 
counfaill  heir  fould  be  maid  foirfeene  and  acquentit  thairwith  afoir  it 
tooke  effe6l  thair,  to  the  intent  we  myght  go  on  with  thame,  and  haif  the 
lyke  progres  in  the  courfe  of  oure  moneyis :  And  by  this  proclamatioun, 
libertie  is  gevin  to  youre  maiefties  fubieelis  of  England  to  refufe  the  for- 
mair  coynes  of  gold,  being  within  the  weyght  limited,  and  fett  doun  in  the 
faid  proclamatioun ;  in  whiche  point,  althoght  refpeft  and  confideratioun 
fould  haif  beene  had  of  the  coniun6l  entres  whilk  this  eftate  hes  in  the 
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mater  of  the  moneyis,  feeing  your  maieflies  princelie  cair  and  tender  re- 
gaird,  alfweele  in  this  as  in  all  otheris  caifes,  is  indifferentlie  commoun  to 
bothe,  and  the  mutuall  correfpondence  whilk  youre  maieftie  fo  eirnettlie 
witheis  to  be  intertenyed  betuix  the  two  kingdoraes  doeth,  in  honnour  and 
iuflicc,  require  the  fame;  we  half,  thairfoir,  prefoomed  to  acquent  youre 
maieftie,  that  the  prioritie  whilk  that  eftate  hes  tane  in  this  newe  coyne, 
and  the  libertie  of  refufaill  of  the  auld  coyne,  as  faid  is,  doeth  fenfiblie 
importe  the  hurte  and  preiudice  of  this  cuntrey,  and  will  gif  occafioun  of 
exportatioun  frome  henfe  of  all  oure  goode  and  havie  gold,  and  importa- 
tioun  frome  thonfe  of  all  thair  light  and  runged  gold;  fwa  that  or  we  be 
awar,  this  cuntrey  wilbe  fpoylled  of  the  havye  and  filled  with  light  gold, 
to  the  grite  hurte  of  all  efteatis  of  perfonis  heir.  For  remeid  quhairof, 
we  will  humblie  intreate  yor  maieftie  to  gif  dire6lioun  to  James  Douglas, 
or  fome  otheris,  to  gett  ane  copy  of  the  indentour  paft  betuix  your  ma- 
iefties  learned  counfaill  tliair  and  the  officiaris  of  the  mynte,  anent  this  new 
coyne,  and  to  fend  the  fame  heir  with  all  convenient  diligence,  to  the 
effedl  the  officiaris  of  oure  mynte,  vpoun  confideratioun  thairof,  may  mak 
fome  overtouris  to  youre  maieftie  for  youre  royall  confent  to  be  gevin  for 
the  lyke  coyne  to  be  maid  heir.  The  gritair  diligence  wald  be  vfed  in 
this  mater,  becaus  the  delay  of  tyme  doeth  more  and  more  preiudge  this 
cuntrey.  And  fo,  with  oure  humble  and  eirnill  prayers  vnto  God  for  your 
maiefteis  lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubieclis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
George  Hay. 
Melros. 
W.  Oliphant. 
G.  Murray. 
Edinburgh,  6  Oclober  1619- 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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cci.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Soueraxe, 

By  oure  formair  lettre,  of  the  22  day  of  July  laft,  we  acquentit 
your  maieftie,  how  that  youre  maiefteis  truftie  feruitour,  the  Clerk  of  Re- 
gifler,  and  this  bearair,  who  wes  ane  vndertakair  with  him,  had,  to  thair 
exceding  grite  chargeis  and  expenfes,  interprifed  and  broght  to  perfe6lioun 
the  arte  of  making  of  glafs  within  this  kingdome,  and  had  fett  vp  workis  in 
iindrie  pairtis  to  that  effedl;  quhilkis  workis,  with  a  nomber  of  flrangearis 
attending  the  fame,  thay  half,  with  niony  difficulteis,  intertenyed  and 
haldin  fordwart  thir  diuers  yeiris  bigane,  and  how  that  now  thay  ar  vn- 
able  ony  langer  to  vnderly  the  daylie  and  neceffair  chargeis  and  expenfes 
of  the  faidis  workis,  becaus  thair  hoipis  wherupoun  thay  buildit  the  repa- 
ratioun  and  vpfetting  of  thair  loflis,  by  the  difpatche  of  thair  glafle  within 
and  without  this  kingdome,  hes  failled  thame,  feeing  all  the  cuntrey  dif- 
patche of  glafle  in  ane  haill  yeir  will  not  vpholde  thir  glas  workis  the  fpace 
of  ane  moneth;  and  thair  is  ane  prohibitioun  maid  in  that  youre  maieftics 
kingdome  of  all  inbringing  or  felling  of  ony  foreyne  glaflt  tliair;  by  the 
whilk  prohibitioun  maid,  youre  maieflies  preuilege  and  patent,  granlit  to 
your  faid  feruitour,  will  become  voyde,  and  this  worke,  quhilk  hes  coift  fo 
grite  a  deale  of  chargeis,  will  perilhe,  to  the  difcrcdite  and  fcandail  of 
the  cuntrey,  and  hurte  of  a  nomber  of  poore  cuntrey  people,  who  wer 
haldin  at  worke  and  inflrudted  in  that  arte,  not  heirtofoirpra(ftifed  amangs 
ws.  And  thairfoir,  oure  humble  petitioun  vnto  your  maieftie  wes,  that, 
according  to  ane  article  aggreit  vpoun  in  the  treatie  of  the  Vnioun,  and  rati- 
feit  by  youre  maielieis  parliament  lieir,  quhairby  the  native  commodityis 
of  ather  kingdome  wer  declairit  to  be  free  to  be  inbroght  and  fauld  in 
bothe,  quhilk  accordinglie  hes  tane  effe6l  and  executioun  heir,  infofar  as 
oure  coale,  and  mony  otheris  of  oure  natiue  commodityis,  forbidden  to 
be  exported  be  oure  lawis,  ar,  notwithflanding,  without  controlment,  day- 
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lie  carpyed  frome  lienfe  thither,  for  making  of  glaflo  and  otheris  vfcis  in 
that  kingdome,  that  youre  maieftie  wald  be  pleafed,  by  your  authoritie 
royall,  outher  to  declair  the  felling  of  Scottis  glafs  to  be  free  in  that  kino-- 
(lome,  nochtwithllanding  ony  prohibitioun  or  reflreante  maid  in  the  con- 
trair,  or  then,  that,  with  your  maiefleis  fauour,  the  lawis  of  this  kingdoms 
maid  aganis  the  exportatioun  of  coale  may  be  revived,  and  ordanit  to  fland 
in  force  (with  fpeciall  referuatioun  alwayes  of  fa  mony  coillis  as  falbe 
tranfportit  for  youre  maiefleis  houfe).  This  being  the  effedl  and  fub- 
llance  of  oure  formair  lettre,  we  wilbe  bauld,  of  new,  agane  to  recommend 
the  fame  to  youre  maiefleis  goode  rememberance  and  gratious  confidera- 
tioun,  and  humelie  to  intreate  youre  facred  maieflie  on  the  behalf  of  youre 
maiefleis  faid  feruitour,  who,  oute  of  his  affedlioun  to  the  credite  and  weele 
of  his  native  cuntrey,  hes  interprifed  not  onlie  thir  workis,  hot  findrie 
otheris,  as  is  notour  to  youre  maieflie;  that  youre  maieflie  wald  be  pleafed 
to  hald  hand  vnto  him,  and  to  incourage  him  to  profequute  and  follow- 
oute  the  faid  worke,  by  declairing  the  glafs  of  this  kingdome  to  be  free 
to  be  fauld  thair,  as  faid  is.  This  gentilman,  bearair  heirof,  who  is  ane 
vndortakair  in  this  worke  with  your  maiefleis  faid  feruitour,  is  come  vp 
to  attend  this  buflynes,  whome  we  humelie  recommend  to  youre  maiefleis 
fauourable  acceptance.  And  fo,  frome  oure  hairtis  praying  God  to  blifTe 
youre  maieflie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reigne,  we  refl  for  ever 

Youre  Maiefleis  mofl  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Wintoun. 

Melros.  G.  Murray. 

W.  Oliphant.  J.  Hamilton. 

R.  CoKBURXE.  Sir  J.  Skene. 

Edinburgh,  19  06lober  IGI'J. 

To  the  King  his  mofl  facred  and 
excellent  Maieflie. 
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ecu EARLS  OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND  MELROS  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

According  to  youre  maiefleis  dire6lioun  in  that  mater  recom- 
raendit  to  youre  maieftie  to  ws  concerning  Margaret  Hairtfyde,  we 
conferrit  and  aduifed  at  lenth  with  youre  maiefleis  aduocat,  and  by  his 
aduife  we  haif  caufit  draw  vp  thir  twa  letlres  heirwith  fend  vnto  yourjna- 
ieflie ;  the  one  a  reftitutioun  and  reponing  of  hir  to  hir  fame,  credite,  and 
reputatioun,  aganis  the  doome  and  fentence  pronunceit  aganis  hir,  and  the 
other  contening  a  warrand  to  youre  maiefleis  Juflice,  Juflice  Clerk,  and 
thair  deputis,  on  nawayes  to  gif  furthe  ony  extradlis  of  that  proces  led 
aganis  hir,  hot  to  hald  the  fame  as  deleit.  And  in  oure  opinioun,  thir 
lettres,  as  thay  ar  confaved  and  drawne  vp,  will  fecure  the  pairtye,  and 
gif  no  twitche  to  the  formalitie  and  ordour  of  proceding  in  youre  maieflies 
Courte  of  Jufliciarie.  And  fo,  with  oure  humble  and  eirnifl  prayers  vnto 
God  for  your  maiefleis  lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  refl 


Youre  Maieflies  mofl  humble  and  obedient 
fubieclis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell*. 
Melros. 

Edinburgh,  27  Odlober  1G19. 

To  the  King  his  mofl  facred  and 
excellent  Maieflie. 
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CCIII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Whereas  youre  raaieflie  wes  pleafed,  at  youre  firfl  going  frome 
hence  into  England,  of  youre  fpeciall  grace  and  fauour,  to  beflow  the 
place  of  one  of  youre  maiefleis  feriantis  at  armes  in  ordinarye,  with  the 
fee  of  ijs.  vjd.  per  diem,  to  youre  maiefleis  feruitour,  Alexander  Doug- 
las, one  of  the  ordinair  maifaris  of  youre  maiefleis  Preuie  Counfaill  and 
SefTioun  in  this  kingdome ;  and  althoght  the  vfuall  nomber  of  feriantis 
at  armes  in  England  wes  hot  xvi,  whiche  nomber  wes  then  full,  yitt  youre 
maieflie  at  that  tyme  did  rewarde  findrie  otheris  of  youre  maiefleis  an- 
tient  feruandis  in  that  kynd,  by  adding  bothe  to  the  nomber  and  fees  of 
placeis,  whiche  remaned  and  continewit  fo  till  the  placeis  become  voyde, 
and  then  were  reduceit  to  the  fatled  nomber.  And  becaus  the  neceffitie 
of  the  faid  Alexander  his  attendance  vpoun  youre  maiefleis  feruice  heir, 
vrged  him  to  mak  his  addrefTe  and  returne  home,  he  enterit  in  condi- 
tioun  with  one  Richard  Hall,  Englifliman,  for  a  furrender  of  the  faid 
place  in  his  fauour,  and  he  fauld  the  fame  vnto  him,  and  procured  youre 
maiefleis  gratious  fauour,  for  admitting  of  the  faid  Maifler  Hall  in  his 
place,  and  he  accordinglie  wes  creat  ane  feriant  at  armes ;  bot  for  omif- 
fioun  of  fome  circomeflanceis  in  pointis  of  formalitie,  concerning  youre 
maiefleis  grant  maid  to  Maifler  Hall,  and  the  furrender  whairupoun  the 
fame  proceidit,  thair  appeareth  a  manifefl  defecl  in  the  faid  grant,  whiche 
may  breid  fome  queflioun  aganis  him.  And  Maifler  Douglas  finding 
him  bund  in  confcience  to  redlifie  the  faid  defedl,  and  to  do  quhat  in 
him  lyis,  to  mak  the  place  goode  to  Maifler  Hall,  feeing  he  refTaued  fome 
confideratioun  for  the  fame,  he  is  thairfoir  a  humble  futeair  vnto  ws, 
that  we  wald  intreate  youre  facred  maieflie  to  declair  youre  royall  pleafour 
in  fauouris  of  Maifler  Hall,  for  his  quiet  enioying  of  the  faid  place,  with 
the  fee  of  ijs.  vjd.  per  diem,  as  hitherto  it  hes  beene,  and  for  avoyding  of 

2  X 
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forder  contentioun,  that  youre  maieflie  wald  be  pleafed  to  fignifie  youre 
pleafour  to  the  Lord  Chamberlane  for  the  tyme  being,  that  vpoun  the 
nixt  avoyding  of  ony  of  the  xvj  feriantis,  that  the  faid  Maifter  Hall 
may  be  admittit,  conforme  to  his  patent,  and  enioy  all  fees  and  dewyteis 
incident  to  that  place.  And  fo  craning  youre  maiefteis  pardoun  for  this 
cure  prefumptioun,  humblie  praying  God  to  bliffe  youre  maieftie  with  a 
lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 

WiNTOUN. 

ROXBURGHE. 

LoTHIANE. 

Melros. 
Edinburgh,  27  Oftober  1619. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


CCIV._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Haueing  keepit  a  grite  nomber  of  dyetis  with  the  marcheantis  and 
Ikipparis,  anent  that  mater  of  the  reftreante  of  fraughting  of  ftrangearis 
fliippis,  fa  oft  recommendit  be  your  maieftie  vnto  ws,  and  haueing  at  verie 
grite  lenthe,  and  with  goode  aduife  and  deliberatioun,  hard  and  difcuffit 
the  haill  reffonis  and  obie<Slionis,  with  the  anfueris,  replyis,  and  duplyis 
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gevin  in  and  proponnit  be  worde  and  write  thairanent,  in  end,  after  lang 
debait  and  conteflatioun  on  ather  fyde,  we  broght  thame  to  this  point,  that 
with  mutuall  confent  the  reftreante  for  all  tradis,  except  the  eaflerlyne 
trade,  wes  aggreit  vpoun,  and  nyne  perfonis  wer  nominat  and  fworne  for 
ather  fyde  to  fett  doun  the  fraughtis ;  towitt,  fax  marcheantis  and  three 
marcheant  awnaris,  for  the  marcheantis,  and  fax  fkipparis  and  three  mar- 
cheant  awnaris  for  the  Ikipparis:  whilkis  perfonis,  in  diners  meetingis  had 
be  thamc  for  that  effe6l,  did  verie  weele  aggree  vpoun  the  fraughtis,  and 
fett  the  fame  doun  to  the  full  contentment  and  lykeing  of  all  partyis. 
Bot,  anent  the  eaflerlyne  trade,  we  fand  fo  mony  difficulteis  thairin,  and  fa 
mony  cleir  and  fenfible  grevanceis  to  follow  thairupoun,  as  we  could  not 
without  the  euident  hurte  of  the  haill  cuntrey  yeild  thairunto  ;  ffor  this 
eaflerlyne  trade  confiflis  altogidder  of  fuche  neceflair  wairis  as  the  cun- 
trey can  not  want,  efpeciallie  of  tymmer,  pik  and  tar,  quhilkis  being  neirby 
nyne  of  ten  pairtis  of  that  haill  trade,  thay  ar  not  able  to  beare  fuche 
fraughtis  as  oure  cuntrey  fhippis  may  ferue  for ;  nather  half  we  fhippis 
meete  and  commodious  for  that  trade  ;  but  thefe  wairis  being  importit 
be  llrangearis  at  eafie  and  reafounable  fraughtis,  thay  ar  accordinglie 
fauld  at  moderat  pryceis  to  youre  maiefteis  fubie6lis,  whereas  yf  the  re- 
flreant  were  allowit,  not  onlie  wald  the  pryceis  of  thir  necefTair  wairis  be 
extraordinarlie  highted,  bot  the  cuntrey,  through  laik  of  cuntrey  fliipping 
commodious  for  that  trade,  wald  be  in  dangeir  to  be  fpoylled  of  the  faidis 
wairis.  And  this  being  the  trew  refpecl  and  caus  diverting  ws  frome  the 
reflreante  in  that  pajrt,  we  pronunceit  and  intimat  the  fame  to  the  pairtyis, 
bot  fo  far  wer  the  Ikipparis  frome  acquiefceing  thairunto,  and  frome  im- 
braceing  the  reftreante  for  the  fouthe  and  weft  tradis,  as  they  paft  frome 
all  that  wes  done  in  this  buflynes,  defiring,  according  to  thair  formair 
proteftationis  ever  maid  in  the  haill  progres  of  this  proces,  that  thay 
might  be  reponnit  in  thair  awne  placeis,  and  that  no  reftreante  fould  be 
maid  at  all,  vnles  the  eafterline  trade  wer  compreliendit.  This  being 
the  effect  of  oure  procedingis  in  this  buflynes,  we  humelie  profent  the 
fame  to  youre  maiefteis  confideratioun,  befeeiking  youre  maieftie  not  to 
tak  in  evill  pairt,  that  this  reftreante  for  the  eafterlyne  trade  wes  not  con- 
cludit,  fince  the  fenfible  and  feene  hurte  of  the  cuntrey  wes  the  occafioun 
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thairof.    And  fo,  with  oure  humble  and  eirnifl  prayers  vnto  God  for  youre 
maiefteis  lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 


Al.  Cancells. 
George  Hay. 
A.  Mar. 
Lauderdaill. 
Melros. 


Ja.  Glasgow. 

Carnegy. 

r.  cokburne. 

KiLSAYTH. 

W.  Oliphant. 


Edinburgh,  the  fourte  of  Noueraber 
1619. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


CCV.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Sacred  Soverane, 

Haueing,  according  to  youre  maiefteis  diredlioun,  caufit  charge  the 
proueft,  baillies,  deane  of  gild,  thefaurair,  and  fome  of  the  counfell  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  prouide  thame  felfis  with  rid  fcarlatt  gownis,  betuix  and  the 
xxiiij  day  of  December  inftant,  thay  thairupoun  become  petitionaris  vnto 
ws,  that  we  wald  impairt  vnto  your  maieftie  the  difficulteis  and  reftbnis 
gevin  in  be  thame  quhairfoir  thay  can  not  goodlie  be  burdynnit  with  the 
faidis  gownis;  To  witt,  that  quhairas  by  the  conftant  cuftome  of  the  faid 
burgh,  inviolablie  obferuit  in  all  tyme  bigane,  the  weareing  of  blak  gownis 
as  a  moft  decent,  grave,  and  comelie  habite,  befeameing  magiftratis  of  bur- 
rowis,  hes  onlie  bene  in  vfe  within  the  faid  burgh,  and  quhairwith  the 
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fame  hes  alwayes  bene  verie  fufficientlie  and  weele  furnift,  yitt  at  the 
tyrae  of  your  maiefteis  late  comeing  to  this  kingdome,  the  haill  magif- 
tratis  and  counfell  of  the  faid  burgh  for  the  tyme,  with  a  grlte  nomber  of 
the  honnefl  nightbouris  of  the  fame,  who  of  befoir  were  weele  aneugh  pro- 
uidit  with  goode  and  handfome  gownis,  wer  inioyned  to  prouide  thame 
felffis  of  new  with  more  ritche  blak  gownis,  lynnit  with  blak  veluott  or 
coiftlie  furringis,  for  youre  maiefteis  receptioun  within  the  faid  burgh. 
Quhilk  being  accordinglie  done  be  thame,  for  the  credite  and  reputatioun 
of  the  faid  burgh,  to  thair  grite  chargeis  and  expenffis,  youre  maieftie 
wes  gratiouflie  pleafit  at  that  tyme  to  allow  thairof,  and  the  noblemen 
and  otheris  of  England  that  attendit  youre  maiellie,  and  beheld  the  or- 
dour  obferuit  within  the  faid  burgh,  did  acknoulege  the  fame  to  be  bothe 
ritche,  grave,  and  comelie.  And  now,  yf  a  neceffitie  of  rid  gownis  falbe 
vrged  vpoun  thame,  and  confequentlie  vpoun  thair  fucceffouris,  thair  wilbe 
few  or  nane  had  to  accept  ony  charge  or  office  within  the  faid  burgh  heir- 
efter,  be  reffoun  that  not  onlie  will  thay  be  withdrawne  frome  thair  awne 
calling,  and  tyne  thair  tyme  and  handling  for  that  yeir,  hot  this  new  bur- 
dyne  of  rid  gownis,  quhilk  wilbe  verie  chargeable  and  cxpenfiue  vnto 
thame,  will  ly  vpoun  thame.  And  quhairas  the  cuftome  of  England  may 
be  obiedlit  to  thame,  thay  anfuer,  that  thair  conditioun  in  this  caife  is 
not  alyke,  ffor  thefe  of  England,  ferueing  in  the  lyke  placeis,  hes  goode  al- 
lowance and  fees  able  to  raimburs  thair  haill  chargeis,  and  the  office  of 
Alderman  thair  is  ad  vitam,  whereas  the  magiftratis  and  counfell  of  the 
burrows  of  this  kingdome  ar  changeable  yeirlie,  and  thay  ar  not  capable 
of  thair  placeis  the  yeir  following,  and  thay  ferve  freelie  without  fee  or 
allowance.  And  towcheing  that  point  inioyned  to  the  proueft  to  weare 
a  grite  chayne  of  gold  in  tyme  of  Parliamentis  or  otheris  folempniteis, 
thay  anfuer,  that  the  proueft  of  Edinburgh  hes  no  place  in  the  Parlia- 
ment Houfe,  and  is  never  imployed  as  a  commiffionar  thair  ;  and,  yf  he 
half  occafioun  to  kyithe  at  thefe  tymes,  it  is  vpoun  the  ftreit  in  armes, 
accompanyed  with  the  nightbouris  of  the  toun  for  gairding  of  the  Parlia- 
ment ;  at  whiche  tyme  a  gold  chayne  is  nather  feamelie  nor  fitting. 
Thir  being  the  reflbnis  gevin  in  be  thame  to  ws,  we  humelie  prefent  the 
fame  to  youre  maiefteis  confideratioun,  alTureirg  youre  maieftie,  that  the 
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magiflratis  and  haill  counfell  of  the  faid  burgh  do  euerye  Sonday,  and 
otheris  dayis  of  folempnitie,  weare  thair  blak  gownis  in  decent  and  come- 
he  forme  and  ordour :  and  we  wilbe  humble  interceflburis  vnto  youre  ma- 
ieflie  in  thair  fauours,  that  in  regaird  of  the  mony  grite  burdynis 
lyand  vpoun  the  faid  burgh,  and  the  grite  chargeis  thay  haif  bene  at  thir 
diuers  yeiris  bigane,  bothe  in  thair  priuat  and  pubU6l  adois,  that  youre 
maieftie  wald  be  pleafit  to  difpens  with  thame  anent  thair  rid  gownis,  con- 
ditionalHe,  that  thay  weare  thair  blak  gownis  in  maner,  and  at  the  tymes 
prefcryued  in  your  maiefteis  dire6lionis  formarlie  gevin  heiranent.  And 
fo  craueing  youre  maiefteis  pardoun  for  this  our  prefumptioun,  and 
humeUe  praying  God  to  blifle  youre  maieftie  with  a  lang  and  happie 
reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Lauderdaill. 

Meleos.  J.  Erskyne. 

KiLSAYTH.  George  Hay. 
A.  Mar. 

Edinburgh,  14  December  1619- 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and  excellent 
Maieftie. 


ccvi._the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

The  baillies  of  Edinburgh  being  at  lenth  hard  be  ws  in  that 
mater  whiche  your  maieftie  recommendit  vnto  ws,  on  the  behalff  of  youre 
maiefteis  feruitour,  Williame  Todrig,  towcheing  the  furveying  and  trye- 
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ing  of  the  fufficiencie  of  the  rid  hering  maid  and  tranfportit  furthe  of  this 
kingdome,  and  his  agent,  whome  he  nominal  to  attend  this  buffynes,  being 
lykewayes  prefent  and  hard,  and  diuers  obiecSlionis  being  maid  be  the 
faidis  bailhes  aganis  the  expeiding  of  the  faid  Williame  his  patent,  and 
anfueris  being  maid  thairunto  be  his  faid  agent :  at  lafl  the  faidis  baillies 
come  to  ane  peremptour  and  materiall  pointe  whilk  we  could  not  gett 
pad  by,  to  witt,  thay  alledgeit  and  produceit  ane  patent  maid,  and  gevin 
be  youre  maieflie  vnder  youre  grite  feale,  to  the  proueft  and  baillies  of 
the  faid  burgh  and  thair  fucceflbrs,  by  the  whilk,  youre  maieflie  hes  grantit 
\nto  thame  the  office,  libertie,  and  preuilege  of  vifeing,  gaidgeing,  feal- 
ling,  or  flamping  of  the  haill  barrellis  of  hering  and  quhyte  fiflie  within 
this  kingdome.  And  this  patent  being  red  in  oure  audience,  and  confer- 
rit  with  the  patent  craved  be  the  faid  Williame,  we  fand  thame  bothe  to 
aggree  togidder  in  that  pointe  anente  the  furveying  or  trying  of  the  fuf- 
ficiencie of  the  hering,  and  fwa  in  effedl  and  fubflance  to  contene  all  that 
is  craued  be  the  faid  Williame :  And  feeing  the  faid  patent  flandis  in 
force,  vnquarrellit  or  brought  in  queflioun,  we  could  not  gif  way  to  the 
faid  Williame  his  patent,  nor  expeede  twa  patentis  vpoun  ane  fubie(5l, 
vnles  we  walde  ingage  the  faid  Williame  in  ane  neidles  proces  with  the 
faid  burgh  anent  the  validitie  of  his  patent,  whairin,  to  oure  opinionis,  be 
courfe  of  law  he  wald  not  prevaill.  And  this  being  all  that  we  could  do 
in  the  bufTynes,  we  humelie  prefent  the  fame  to  youre  maiefleis  confidera- 
tioun,  with  oure  earnifl  prayeris  vnto  God  for  youre  maiefleis  lang,  hap- 
pie,  and  blifTed  reignne.  Frome  Edinburgh,  the  xvj  day  of  December 
1619. 

Youre  Maiefleis  mofl  humble  and  obedyent 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^. 

WiNTOUN. 

Lauderdaill. 
Melros. 

RoXBURGHE. 

To  the  King  his  mofl  facred  and 
excellent  Maieflie. 
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CCVII._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Most  Sacked  Souerane, 

According  to  the  coramiffioun  and  warrand  of  the  laite  parha- 
ment,  and  youre  maiefties  command  and  diredlioun  following  thairupoun, 
we  half  had  diuers  meetingls  and  conferenceis  vpoun  that  fubie6l  recom- 
mendit  vnto  ws,  anent  the  reformeing  of  the  abufe  of  tanning  of  ledder 
within  this  kingdome ;  and  we  callit  befoir  ws  fome  of  the  principall  tan- 
naris  of  the  cheif  burrowis,  and  certane  cordinaris  of  goode  credite,  know- 
lege,  and  experience  in  that  trade,  be  quhome  we  ar  trewlie  and  fuffi- 
cientlie  informed,  that  the  faid  abufe  proceidis  frorae  the  ignorance  and 
vnlkilfulnes  of  the  tannaris  thamefelffis,  and  that  thair  is  a  neceffitie  of 
inbringing  of  ftrangearis  for  inftru6ling  of  thame  in  the  right  forme  of 
tanning.  Quhairupoun,  after  mature  aduife  and  lang  deliberatioun,  we 
haif  layed  doun  fome  groundis,  how  and  be  quhome,  thir  ftrangearis  falbe 
broght  in  and  intertenyed  during  the  prefixt  tyme  of  thair  aboade  heir, 
quhat  conditionis  thay  falbe  fubiedl  and  tyed  vnto,  and  quhat  courfe  falbe 
prefcryued  vnto  thame,  towcheing  thair  behauiour  and  cariage ;  lyke  as 
we  haif  maid  fome  prouifionis  and  cautionis,  for  the  dewtifull  cariage  of 
thefe,  quhome  your  maieflie  falbe  pleafed  to  trufte  with  the  feale,  with 
the  particularis  quhairof,  being  loathe  to  impeflie  youre  maieflies  more 
important  and  princelie  affairis,  we  ar  onlie  to  acquent  youre  maieflie 
with  this  one  pointe,  that  the  burdyne  and  charge  of  the  inbringing  and 
interteynying  of  thir  ftrangearis,  and  of  all  otheris  the  deburfementis  to 
be  maid  in  this  feruice,  muft  be  layed  vpoun  him  quho  falbe  trufted  with 
the  feale  :  and  becaus  the  feruice  wilbe  chargeable  vnto  him,  and  that  in 
mony  yeiris  the  commoditie  arryifeing  be  the  feale  will  not  be  anfuerable 
to  his  deburfementis,  and  we  haueing  confideratioun  that  this  intendit 
reformatioun  will  proue  verie  proffitable  not  onlie  to  the  tannaris,  bot  to 
the  haill  kingdome,  we  haif  thairfoir  fett  the  price  of  iiij  s  Scottis  vpoun 
euerie  hyde  that  falbe  fealled  during  the  terme  of  xxj  yeiris;  at  the  ex- 
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pvreing  of  the  wliilk  terme,  becaus  the  feruice  will  then  become  facile 
and  eafie,  without  ony  forder  neceffitie  of  advancement,  we  haif  appointit 
the  price  of  the  feale  to  be  onlie  xij  d  Scottis  thairefter;  quhairupoini, 
according  to  youre  maiefleis  diredlioun,  we  haif  drawne  vp,  and  heirwith 
fend  vnto  youre  maieftie,  ane  fignatour,  to  indure  for  the  fpace  of  xxxj 
yeiris,  to  the  effe6l  youre  maieftie,  after  confideratioun  thairof,  may  tak 
fuche  forder  courfe  thairin,  as  youre  maieftie  in  youre  incomparable  wif- 
dome  fliall  hald  fitteft.  And  fo,  humelie  praying  youre  maieftie  to  tak 
in  goode  pairt,  oure  fimple  trauellis  and  indeuoiris  in  this  bulTynes,  and 
frome  oure  hairtis,  praying  God  to  blifle  youre  maieftie  with  the  continew- 
ance  of  mony  lang  and  happie  yeiris,  we  reft  for  ever 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 


fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
A.  Mar. 
Sanctandrews. 

WiNTOUN. 
WiGTOUNE. 

Melros. 

LoTHIANE. 


Ja.  Glasgow. 

W.  Oliphant. 

Cranstoune. 

Carnegy. 

Al.  Elphinston. 

George  Hav. 


Edinburgh,  the  firft  of  Februair  1(320. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CCVI1I._THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reflauit  voure  maiefteis  letter  concerning  the  Maxuelhs 
of  Gararie,  by  the  quhilk,  it  is  youre  maiefteis  pleafour,  that  we  fould  vfe 
all  poflible  and  exadl  meanis  for  tryeing  of  the  treuthe  of  that  murthour 

2y 
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layed  to  thair  charge,  and  that  thairefter  we  fould  do  thairin  as  we  wilbe 
anfuerable  to  God  and  youre  maieilie.  Vpoun  the  refTett  and  confidera- 
tioun  of  the  whilk  letter,  we  enterit  in  dehberatioun,  how  fer  by  law  we 
might  proceid  in  a  mater  of  this  kynd,  and,  after  lang  reafouning  and 
conference  had  thairupoun,  we  find  that  in  criminall  perfuitis,  quhair  the 
pannell  is  clengeit,  the  perfewair  finding  iufl  caus  of  greiff"  aganis  the 
procedingis  and  verdite  of  the  aflife,  hes  verie  competent  adlioun  of  a 
fecund  tryall  and  proces  of  errour  aganis  the  aflife;  hot  quhair  the  pan- 
nell is  convidil,  and  fentence  accordinglie  pronunceit,  no  fecund  tryall 
nor  proces  can  be  admittit,  and  the  iudgement  can  never  thairefter  be 
broght  in  queftioun ;  fibr,  in  that  caife,  the  fouerane  courte  of  the  Crimi- 
nall luftice,  and  the  procedouris  thairof,  vpoun  euerie  intervening  occa- 
fioun,  may  be  quarrellit,  and  mony  imputationis  wald  thairupoun  follow, 
to  the  difgrace  of  that  iudgement,  whilk  is  one  amangs  the  firfl  in  digni- 
tie  within  this  kingdome.  Alwayes  for  youre  maielleis  informatioun  of 
the  trew  eftate  of  this  buflTynes,  fo  far  as  we  haif  learned  be  the  progres 
of  the  proces,  we  haif  heirby  thoght  meete  to  prefent  vnto  youre  maieflie 
ane  breif  relatioun  of  the  fame  as  thay  fell  oute,  to  witt,  Gararie,  vpoun 
the  firfl  brute  and  rumour  of  that  murthour,  being  committit  to  warde  as 
fufpeciil  guiltie  of  the  fame,  and  being  diuers  tymes  broght  to  his  exami- 
natioun,  and  diuers  witneflis  at  findrie  dyetis  being  produceit  aganis  him, 
and  he  and  his  fone  being  confrontit  vpoun  certane  interrogatouris,  cir- 
comefl-anccis,  and  prefumptionis  gevin  in  aganis  thame,  for  drawing  of 
thame  vnder  the  guylte  of  that  murthour,  thay  ever  abaid  conflant  be 
thair  denyall;  and  althoght  the  faidis  prefumptionis  feamed  to  furneis 
fome  litle  mater  of  fufpitioun,  yett  thay  wer  not  fo  pregnant  as  the 
gravite  and  importance  of  fuch  a  mater  requirit,  whilk  maid  ws  to  inclyne 
to  a  continewatioun  of  the  lafl;  dyet  appointit  for  thair  tryall,  till  God,  and 
tyme  the  moder  of  trewthe,  fould  produce  a  more  cleir  difcouerie  of  the 
fame.  Bot  he  and  his  fone,  relying  vpoun  thair  innocencie,  and  being 
weyreit  with  thair  lang  imprifonment,  and  grite  foumes  quhairupoun  thay 
had  found  cautioun  to  be  anfuerable  to  thair  triall,  and  with  the  foull 
and  havie  imputatioun  and  fcandall  of  that  murthour,  whilk  they  vnder- 
ly;  and  the  young  man  haueing  come  heir  frome  courte  poifl,  with  verie 
grite  diligence,  for  keeping  of  the  faid  laft  dyet;  thay  vrged  thair  tryall 
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with  fuche  vehemencie  and  inflance,  and  with  fuche  importunitie  and 
paffioiin,  as  we  could  not,  with  reflbun,  refufe  nor  deny  the  fame  vnto 
thame;  qiiliairupoun  thay  being  broght  to  thair  tryall,  and  an  aflifo  being 
reflauit  and  fwornc,  thay  wer  fundin  guiltie  be  the  aflife,  and  fentence 
condampnitour  pronuncid  aganis  thame,  thay  in  the  meantyme  protell- 
ing,  with  mony  grite  aithis,  thair  innocencye;  and  thay  continewit  con- 
flant  with  thefe  proteflationis,  notwithftanding  the  trauelhs  tane  be  the 
ininifteris  to  haif  drawne  them  to  a  confeffioun,  till  thay  wer  broght  to 
tlio  fcaffolde,  at  the  foure  cornaris  quhairof,  and  at  thair  lafl  prayer, 
vpoun  thair  knees,  vnder  the  aix,  thay  ratifcit  all  thair  formair  protefla- 
tionis, ever  inuocating  the  bleflbd  Trinitie  to  be  thair  iudge  in  that  caife, 
whilk  maid  fuche  ane  impreffioun  in  tlie  hairtis  and  opinionis  of  the 
beholdaris,  that  thay  all  inclynnit  rather  to  think  thame  innocent  nor 
guiltie.  And  the  pairtie  perfewair,  vpoun  notice  of  this  thair  conftant 
denyall,  at  the  lad  pointe  of  deathe,  confentit  to  a  continewatioun  of 
thair  executioun,  and  in  efle6l  ar  agreit  with  thame,  and  will  mak  no 
oppofitioun  to  ony  fauour  or  mercye  that  youre  maiellie  wilbe  gratioullie 
pleafit  to  fliowe  vnto  thame.  Whilk  remitting  to  youre  maiefteis  mofl 
excellent  iudgement,  feeing  the  mater  now  reftis  vpoun  youre  maiefteis 
determinatioun,  and  frome  our  hairtis  praying  God  to  bliiTe  youre 
maieftie  with  mony  lang  and  happie  yeiris,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancell^.  Lauderdaill. 

Melros.  R.  Cokburne. 

W.  Oliphant.  Carnegy. 

Al.  Elphinstox.  George  Hay. 
Sanctandrews 

Edinburgh,  the  thrid  of  Februair  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CCIX.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 


Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

For  fatiffa(Slioun  of  youre  maiefteis  command  and  dire6lioun  in 
that  mater,  recommendit  be  youre  maieftie  to  ws,  towcheing  the  tryall  of 
the  circomeftanceis  of  the  flaughter  of  vmquhyll  Walter  Scott,  fone  to 
Walter  Scott  of  Harden,  committit  be  Symon  Scott  of  Bonnytoun,  and 
yf  the  offeris  alledgeit,  maid  on  the  behalff  of  the  faid  Symon,  and  pro- 
duceit  vnto  youre  maieftie,  wer  in  deid  maid  or  nott :  we  conuenit  befoir 
ws  the  faid  Walter  Scott  of  Harden,  and  his  eldeft  fone,  with  the  wyffe 
of  the  faid  Symon,  and  Johnne  Tuedie,  who  attendis  his  affairis  and 
bufynes  now  in  his  abfence ;  and  we  alfua  write  for  the  reli6l  of  the  faid 
vmquhile  Walter,  whofe  abfence,  vpoun  fome  confiderationis,  wes  excuifit ; 
and  haueing,  at  lenthe,  hard  thame,  alfweill  anent  the  forme  and  maner 
of  the  flaughter,  as  anent  the  making  of  the  faid  ofleris,  we  fand  litle 
contrarietie  concerning  the  offeris,  hot  the  forme  and  maner  of  the 
flaughter  wes  contravertit,  quhairupoun  we  afUgnit  vnto  thame  bothe  the 
xxij  of  this  inftant,  for  proueing  of  the  circomeftanceis  of  the  faid 
flaughter.  At  quhilk  day  a  nomber  witnefiis  being  produceit  be  thame, 
and  thair  obie6lionis  hinc  inde  aganis  the  witneftis  being  hard  and  difcuft, 
and  accordinglie  fome  of  thame  repellit  and  fett,  in  end  a  nomber  of 
witnefs  wer  admittit  and  fworne,  and  verie  exadllie  examinat  in  prefence 
of  the  whole  counfell ;  quhofe  depofitionis  we  haif  heirwith  fend  vnto 
youre  maieftie,  to  the  effe6l  youre  maieftie,  after  confideratioun  thairof, 
may,  in  the  excellencie  of  youre  awne  iudgement,  gif  fuche  forder  ordour 
and  diredtioun  thairanent,  as  your  maieftie  ftiall  think  goode.     And  fo, 


THE    MELROS   PAPERS.  35/ 

continewinty  oure  humble  and  eirnill  prayeris  vnto  God  for  yourc  maief- 
ties  lang  and  happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fiibie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  a.  Mar. 

Melkos.  Lauderdaill. 

R.  CoKBURNE.  George  Hay. 

Haliruidhous,  24  February  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


CGX— THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VL 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

We  reffauit  youre  maiefteis  lettre  concerning  theMaxwellis  of  Gara- 
rie,  by  the  quhilk,  youre  maieftie  hes  moft  cleirlie  and  iuditiouflie  explaned 
youre  felf  anent  that  pairtof  the  dire6lioun  of  youre  maiefteis  firft  lettre  fend 
vnto  ws,  quhairby  we  wer  commandit  to  vfe  all  poflible  meanes  and  tryall,  to 
find  oute  the  treuthe  of  that  murthour  layed  to  thair  charge.  In  quhilk 
point,  as  we  omittit  no  panes,  trauellis,  nor  diligence,  that  oure  awne 
iudo-ement,  or  the  informatioun  of  the  pairtie  could  dire6l  ws,  lb  by  oure 
laft  lettre  we  acquentit  youre  maieftie  particularlie  thairwith.  And 
quhairas,  now  it  is  youre  maiefteis  pleafour,  that  the  aggrement  betuix 
the  pairtyis  fliall  go  fordward,  that  fo,  with  all  menis  goode  lykeing,  thir 
Maxuellis  may  be  releafed,  it  will  pleafe  youre  maieftie  to  knowe  that  the 
aggreement  is  alreddy  maid,  bot  the  finall  accompliiheing  thairof,  de- 
pendis  vpoun  youre  maiefteis  fauour  to  be  fliowne  to  the  faidis  Maxuellis, 
becaus  the   aggreement  is  conditionall  in  that   pointe;    quhilk  being 
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grantit,  we  fall  tak  fuche  ordour,  as  that  mater  falbe  fullie  and  finallie 
fatled,  and  the  pairtie  releafed,  with  all  menis  contentment.  And  fo,  with 
oure  humble  and  eirnill  prayers  vnto  God  for  your  maiefteis  lang  and 
happie  reignn,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
Melros. 
A.  Mar. 
George  Hay. 

WiNTOUN. 

Haliruidhous,  24  February  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie,  etc. 


CCXI.—THE  LORDS  OF  PRIVY  COUNCIL  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

According  to  youre  maiefteis  diredlioun,  we  half  maid 
and  caufit  publiflie,  ane  new  proclamatioun  for  reftreaneing  the  tranf- 
porte  of  paffingeris  to  that  kingdome,  who  hes  no  laughfuU  earand  thair, 
bot  to  importune  and  faflie  youre  maieftie  with  thair  fuitis  and  begging, 
to  the  difcredite  and  fcandall  of  this  natioun.  And  we  fliall  haif  a  cair 
that  the  Ikipparis  offending  in  this  cafe,  falbe  puneift  accordinglie.  Bot 
quhairas,  it  is  your  maiefteis  pleafoure,  that  fome  ordour  falbe  eftabliftied 
for  reftreaneing  of  fuche,  as,  being  hinderit  to  come  be  fea,  may  come  in 
be  the  middlefliyres,  that  is  a  point  very  difficle,  and  hardlie  can  ony 
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courfe  or  ordour  be  eflabliflied  thairanont ;  flbr,  as  youre  maieftie  knovvis, 
the  boundis  of  the  middlefliyris,  compting  fronie  Beruick  to  Carlile,  ar 
very  fpatious  and  wyde,  and  it  is  not  poffible  that  attendance  can  be 
gevin  at  all  the  pairtis  and  placeis  within  thefe  boundis,  quhair  commo- 
ditie  of  paflage  may  be  had.  Alwayes,  we  half  tane  this  courfe,  as  the 
bed  expedient,  in  oure  opinionis,  to  releeue  and  freethe  youre  maieftie 
frome  the  importunitie  and  faflierie  of  thir  idle  and  impertinent  fuitaris 
and  beggaris;  to  witt,  by  the  proclamatioun  foirfaid,  we  haif  ftraitlie 
forbidden  all  perfonis,  whofe  pretext  of  comeing  to  youre  maiefteis 
courte  is  for  fuitis  or  begging,  on  nawayes  to  repair  thairto,  be  fea  nor 
land,  without  a  teftimonie  frome  youre  maiefteis  counfaill  of  the  laugh- 
fulnes  of  thair  earand,  vnder  the  pane  to  be  fent  bak  with  difcredite,  and 
to  be  pvneift,  according  as  youre  maieftie  fliall  fend  doun  informatioun  of 
thair  mift)ehauiour  and  cariage.  And  yf  youre  maieftie  falbc  pleafit  to 
allow  of  this  courfe,  and  accordinglie  caus  fome  twa  or  three  of  thir  im- 
portune fuitaris  to  be  fend  home,  with  youre  maiefteis  aduife  how  thay 
falbe  pvneift,  we  ar  of  opinioun,  that  the  pvnifliement  of  thame  falbe  a 
terrour  to  all  otheris  to  offend  in  the  lyke  caife  heirefter;  quhilk  remitting 
to  youre  maiefteis  more  iuditious  confideratioun,  and  humelie  praying 
God  to  blifle  youre  maieftie  with  a  lang  and  happie  reignne,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
Melros. 
A.  Mar. 

ROXBURGHE. 
BUKCLEUGHE. 

Edinburghe,  8  Junij  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


360  THE    MELROS    PAPERS. 


ccxii— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vl 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

By  youre  maiefleis  lettre,  writtin  to  the  Eill  of  Melros,  youre 
inaiefleis  fecretarie,  we  perfaue  that  youre  maieflie  hes  tane  fome  offens 
vpoun  occafioun  of  ane  informatioun  fend  vp  to  youre  maieflie,  That 
(juhen  youre  maielleis  commandment  of  confyneing  of  certane  difobe- 
dient  perfonis  of  Edinburgh  wes  exhibite  in  counfell,  fome  queflionis  and 
doubtis  wer  proponned,  how  far  youre  maiefleis  commandraentis  in  the 
lyke  caifes  might  extend,  quhilk  your  maieflie  hes  interprete  to  be  a 
direct  calhng  of  youre  royall  authoritie  in  queflion.  We  ar  forie  that  in 
a  mater  of  this  kind,  towcheing  youre  maieflie  onywayes  in  youre  royall 
prerogatiue  and  authoritie,  that  fuche  finifler  informationis  fould  haif 
liene  maid  of  ws;  ffor,  as  we  ar  all  free  of  that  mater,  and  never  harbourit 
any  fuche  notioun  in  oure  hairtis  as  to  chope  at  the  meanefl  point  of  youre 
maiefleis  authoritie;  fo,  quhen  youre  maieflies  commandment  and  lettre 
for  confyneing  of  thir  men  wes  exhibite  and  red  in  counfell,  thair  wes 
never  fo  mutche  as  ane  word  fpokin,  quhilk,  in  dire6l  or  couloured  fenfe, 
might  haif  impugned  the  fame;  hot  tlie  haill  nomber  that  wes  prefent, 
of  whome  few  ar  this  day  abfent,  acquiefceit  thairunto,  without  proponing 
of  ony  queflioun  or  doubt  aganis  the  fame,  or  fpeakeing  of  ony  ane  worde 
quilk,  in  fenfe  or  confequence,  might  haif  bene  interprite  to  the  preiudice 
of  youre  fouerane  authoritie.  All  the  queflioun  that  wes  in  handis,  wes 
Dulie  anent  the  tymes  of  the  entrie  of  thir  perfonis  in  warde,  quhilk  no- 
ceflarlie  required  fome  confideratioun,  in  refpe6l  of  the  pouirtie  of  fome 
of  thame,  the  aige  and  infirmitie  of  otheris,  and  the  far  diflance  of  thair 
warding  placeis,  whilk  moued  the  counfaill  to  grant  vnto  thame  a  rea- 
founable  tyme  to  enter,  for  the  better  inhabilling  of  thame  to  mak  thair 
prouifioun  and  furnilling.  This  being  the  fimple  treuthe  of  all  that  wes 
done  or  fpoken  in  that  bufTynes,  we  humblie  prefent  the  fame  to  youre 
maiefleis  fauourable  confideratioun,  requeifling  youre  maieflie,  not  to  gif 
haiflie  credite  to  informationis  of  this  kynd,  quhairby  youre  maiefleis 
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faithfull  feruandis  and  counfellouris  may  he  wronged,  and  tlic  fincoritie 
of  thair  bchauiour  and  cariago  in  youre  maieftcis  feruice  randerit  fufpi- 
tious  ;  hot  in  this,  as  in  all  otheris  thingis,  fubmitting  cure  felffis  to  youre 
maielleis  molt  excellent  iudgemcnt,  and  frome  oure  hairtis  praying  God 
to  bliffe  yqure  raaieftie  with  the  continewance  of  mony  lang  and  happie 
veiris,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubiedlis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  a.  Mar. 

Melros.  Scone. 

G.  Murray.  Roxburghe. 

J.  Erskyne.  W.  Oliphant. 

Halyruidhous,  xv  Junij  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 


ccxiii.— the  lords  of  privy  council  to  king  james  vi. 

Most  Sacred  Souerane, 

Thair  wes  ane  petitioun  exhibite  this  day  to  youre  maiefties 
counfell,  in  name  of  the  noblemen,  baronis,  and  gentilmen  of  this  king- 
dome  ;  and  it  wes  bakit  with  the  prefence  of  a  nomber  of  the  baronis  of 
Lothiane,  who  conftantlie  affirmed  that  thay  had  warrand  to  that  effedt, 
from  diuers  of  the  noblemen,  baronis,  and  gentlemen  that  wer  in  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  at  this  laft  Witfoun  terme,  complening  and  havilie 
regraiting  the  fenfible  harme,  that  not  onlie  thay,  bot  the  haill  fubiecSlis 
of  this  kingdome,  fuftenit  through  the  penurie  and  fcairftie  of  moneyis 
within  the  fame,  quhairby  thay  thame  felffis  wer  diihabilled  frome  keping 
of  thair  credite,  and  thair  poore  tennentis  and  labouraris  of  the  ground 
wer  liklie,  in  fliort  tyme,  to  leave  thair  rowmes,  and  to  caft  and  lay  the 

2  z 
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fame  waift.  And  thairfoir,  thair  humble  petitioun  vnto  \vs  wes,  that  a 
toleratioun  might  be  gevin  to  fome  certane  fpaceis  of  foreyne  coyne  to 
haif  courfe  heir  at  competent  pryceis,  vnder  your  raaiefteis  awne  coyne, 
for  a  certane  fpace,  to  the  intent  that  thairby  raoneyis  might  be  broght 
within  the  cuntrey,  and  your  maiefteis  fubie<Sti3  of  all  rankis  maid 
the  more  able  to  defray  thair  debtis,  and  difcharge  thair  otheris  adois 
accordinglie.  Thair  petitioun  being  at  lenthe  hard  and  confidderit,  and 
the  generall  complaynte  and  regrait  of  the  fubie6lis  through  the  fcairftie 
of  moneyis  being  verie  weele  knowne,  yitt  we  wald  not  prefoome  to 
medle  in  that  mater,  according  to  the  proie6l  proponned,  without  youre 
maiefteis  confent  and  allowance,  bot  hes  remittit  the  fame  to  youre 
maiefteis  moft  iuditious  and  graue  confideratioun,  and  quhateuer  youre 
maieftie  falbe  pleafit  to  command  thairin,  outher  by  allowing  or  dif- 
proueing  of  the  laid  proieft,  falbe  accordinglie  followit.  And  yf  it  falbe 
youre  maiefteis  pleafour  to  allow  thairof,  vpoun  fignificatioun  of  youre 
maiefteis  will  thairanent,  a  fpeciall  regaird  and  cair  falbe  had,  that  bothe 
anent  the  particulair  fpaceis  quhilkis  falbe  tollerat  to  haif  courfe,  and 
anent  the  pryceis  of  the  fame,  fuche  a  moderat  ordour  falbe  tane,  as  the  im- 
portance and  neceffitie  of  the  mater  and  the  weele  of  the  cuntrey  requiris. 
And  fo,  praying  the  Almightie  God  to  blifle  youre  maieftie  with  mony 
lang  and  happie  yeiris,  we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubie6lis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells.  Wigtoune. 

Pa.  Aberdene.  Bukcleughe. 

Lauderdaill.  Pa.  B.  of  Ross. 

WiNTOuN.  Melbos. 
J.  Erskyne. 

Haliruidhous,  29  Junij  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CCXIV— THE  EARLS  OF  DUNFERMLINE  AND  MELROS  TO  KING  JAMES  VI. 

Most  Gratious  Souerane, 

According  to  youre  maiefteis  diredlioun,  we  fend  for  the  Eril 
Abircorne,  and  the  Countefle  his  moder,  and  trauelHt  verie  eirnifthe  with 
thame  in  that  mater  recommendit  be  youre  maieflie  to  ws,  anent  the  fub- 
miflioun  vrged  be  youre  maieftie  of  the  materis  queflionable  betuix  thame 
and  Sir  George  HamiUoun.  The  Countefle  excuifit  hir  folft;  as  haueing 
no  mater  of  quefl;ioun  or  conteftatioun  with  the  faid  Sir  George,  and  flio 
refuifed  to  tak  ony  burdyno  for  hir  fone,  in  refpe6l  of  his  minoritie,  and 
the  Erll  him  felff  declairit  that  he  had  conferrit  with  his  curatouris  anent 
this  fubmiflloun,  who  aduifit  him  not  to  enter  in  ony  generall  fubmiffioun 
with  the  faid  Sir  George,  vnles  he  wer  particulair  in  his  clayme  quhat  he 
had  to  crave ;  and  becaus  Sir  George  refuifed  to  be  particulair  in  that  pointe, 
his  curatouris  wald  not  ioyne  with  him  in  that  fubmiflloun.  And  fo  find- 
ing ane  vnwilhngnes  in  thame  to  fubmitt,  and  that  thay  efliewed  and  fled 
the  fame,  we  half  left  bothe  pairtyis  to  the  ordinarie  courfe  of  the  lawis, 
quhairin  we  fall  haif  a  fpeciall  cair  and  regaird  that  juftice  falbe  accord- 
inglie  miniftred  as  youre  maieftie  hes  diredlit.  And  fo,  with  oure  humble 
and  eirnift  prayers  vnto  God  for  youre  maiefteis  lang  and  happie  reignn, 
we  reft 

Youre  Maiefteis  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fubieftis  and  feruitouris, 

Al.  Cancells. 
Melros. 

Haliruidhous,  the  xiij  of  July  1620. 

To  the  King  his  moft  facred  and 
excellent  Maieftie. 
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CCXV — CERTIFICATE  IN  FAVOUR   OF    SIR  HENRY  WARDLAW,    HER   LATE 
MAJESTY'S  CHAMBERLAIN- 


We,  vnder  fubfcryveand,  havene  hard,  examined,  and  tryit  the  comptis 
maid  be  Sir  Henrie  Wardlaw,  chalmerlane  for  the  tyme  to  the  quenis 
moft  excellent  maieilie,  of  bliffed  and  happie  memorie,  of  the  Lordfchip 
of  Dunfermling,  Erldome  of  Rofe,  Lordfchipis  of  Ardmenach  and  Et- 
trikforreft,  of  the  termis  of  Witfonday  and  Mertimes,  crope  and  zeir  of 
God  ane  thoufand  fix  hundrethe  and  auchtene  zeiris,  conforrae  to  ane 
perticuler  commiffioun  diredl  be  the  kingis  moll  facreid  maieftie  to  ws 
for  that  effedl;  we  haue  allowed,  admitted,  and  fubfcryuit  the  faidis 
comptis,  and  lies  fundin  the  faid  Sir  Henrie  to  haue  maid  jufl  compt, 
reknene,  and  compleit  payment  of  his  intromiffioun  of  the  frutis,  rentis, 
and  cafualiteis  of  the  faid  Lordfchip  of  Dunfermling,  Erldome  of  Rofe, 
Lordfchipis  of  Ardmenach  and  Ettrikforrefl,  of  the  termis  and  crope 
aboue  fpecifieit ;  quhilkis  we  tellifie  be  thir  prefentis,  fubfcryuit  with 
our  handis  at  Edinbrughe,  the  auchtene  day  of  July  1C20  zeiris. 

Al.  Cancell^ 
Melros. 
George  Hay. 
W.  Oliphant. 
G.  Murray. 


